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[57] ABSIRACT 
A container lid of ?exible material having a depending 
container engaging side wall and a raised top surface. 
The depending container engaging side wall is formed 
with an inner bead and a resilient outer ?ange that re 
spectively engages inner and outer edges of a rolled 
top rim of a container to clamp the lid on the con 
tainer and that insures simultaneous and similar distor 
tion of the lid and the container top. The top of the lid 
is made to accommodate a container stacked thereon 
and the lid will serve as a tray for foods and the like. 
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CONTAINER LID 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
This invention relates to lids for containers intended 

to ‘hold food items ‘and-the like.v ' 
2. Prior Art v j 5 ' . 

The prepared,'c,arry-out foodbiusinessfhas grown tre 
mendously in recent years. This growth‘ has led to‘ an 
increased demand for packages for the foods that will 10 

attractively display the food while at the same time pro-v , 
viding for convenience; of handling.‘ 

In the past, many bucket-type containers have'been 
developed and used in the marketing of the food items. - 
Such bucket-type . containers have frequently been 
made‘ of cardboardor other such easily fonned, low 
cost and grease absorbing material and generally have 
included a snap-in or snap-on lid of the same or a dif 

ferent material, such as -plastic.lThese known lids have 
frequently been difficult to position on the container, 
or have fallen from the ‘container after being positioned 
thereon, as the container is subjected to normal han 
dling. Some, ?at snap-in type lids have been too diffi 
cult to remove and, there has not, to my knowledge, 
heretofore been available a lid that .will easily seal such 
bucket-type containers, maintain the seal during nor 
mal handling, still be easily removed, when desired by 
the user, and that will additionally function as a serving 
bowl. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Principal objects of the present invention are to pro 
vide a lid, suitable for use on bucket-type food contain 
ers and the like having semi-rigid walls and an open 
upper end with a surrounding rim. 
Other objects are to provide such a lid con?gured 

such that it can be readily and inexpensively formed 
from thermoplastic materials; that will readily snap 
onto a bucket-type contain-er rim; that will be consider 
ably more difficult to remove from than to install on a 

container; and that will not pop off the container when 
the container is tipped, squeezed or otherwise handled 
during usage. 

Still other objects are to provide a lid that will allow 
attractive display of goods in the container on which 
the lid is installed; secure stacking of another container 
thereon; ready exit of steam from the contained food; 
and use as a serving bowl. 

Principal features of the invention include a ?exible 
side wall depending from a rimmed top and having an 
inner bead and a resilient outer ?ange, adapted to re 
spectively engage inner and outer edges of a rolled top 
rim of a bucket-type container. The outer ?ange has 
spaced, inwardly projecting lips to hold the lid on the 
container and the inner bead insures matching distor 
tion of the container and lid. The rimmed top has in 
wardly projecting bosses with holes in the ends thereof 
through which steam can escape from the container. 
The bosses prevent escape of grease, etc. when the lid 
is removed from the container and is used as a serving 
bowl. . 

Additional objects and features of the invention will 
become apparent from the following detailed descrip 
tion, taken together with the accompanying drawings. 
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v‘11-112 DRAWINGS , 

'_ FIG. 1 is a side elevation view of the lid of the inven 
tion installed on a bucket-type container; 
FIG. _2, a top plan view of the lid; 
FIG. 3, a ‘vertical section taken on the line 3—3 of 

FIG. 1; and 1 

FIG. 1"4, a perspective view, 

‘DETAILED DESCRIPTION 
Referring now to the drawings: 
In the illustrated preferred embodiment, the lid of the 

invention shown ge'nerally'at l0 and made in one piece 
from a suitable strong, ?exible material such as plastic, 
is adapted to be installed, as shown in FIGS. 1 and 3, 
on a bucket-type container 11. 1 
The container 11 has a rolled, outwardly turned 

upper edge 12 de?ning a generally circular container 
mouth. A side ‘wall 13 extends downwardly from edge 
12 to an inwardly rolled edge 14, on which there is po 
sitioned a?at bottom 15. ' i ' ' 

Lid l0 includes'a peripheral side wall 16 extending 
from a rimmed top, shown generally at 17. A rim 18 
formed at the'top of 'wall 16 extends above and around 
a generally ?at base surface 19 having spaced bosses 20 
projecting therefrom into the area surrounded by the 
wall. Holes 21' are formed in ends of the bosses 20 for 
purposes which will hereinafter become apparent. 
The edge of wall 16 opposite to rim 18 is formed to 

have an inner bead 22 and an outer ?ange 23. The 
inner bead is preferably formed by reversely turning 
the wall 16 and the outer ?ange 23 is formed as a con 
tinuation of and is integral with the outwardly ?aring 
wall 16. 
Elongate projections 24 are spaced around the outer 

?ange and project inwardly to snap under edge 12 
when the lid is installed on the container 11, as shown 
in FIG. 3. , 

Outer ?ange 23 terminates in an outwardly ?ared rim 

looking into the lid. 

25 that is sufficiently spaced from the container 11 to 
allow ?ngers to be placed thereunder during removal 
of lid 10 from container 11. 
To provide strength to the lid 10 and for decorative 

purposes, a portion of wall 16 is provided with side-by 
side roll pleats 26 that terminate at rim 18. The pleated 
con?guration provides columnar strength to the side 
wall and strengthens it against buckling as the lid is in 
stalled, handled and used as a support for other items 
stacked thereon. 
The holes 21 allow steam to escape from the interior 

of container 1 1 when hot foods are placed therein and, 
since the holes are provided in the ends of bosses 20, 
the lid 10 can conveniently be used as a serving dish 
without grease from the foods being served running 
through the holes. Thus, foods such as fried chicken, 
buttered rolls, and french fried potatoes can be served 
in the inverted lid, and while some small amount of 
grease or small pieces of greasy food may possibly fall 
directly through the holes 21, the greatest amount of 
these items will collect on surface 10, within wall 16 
and surrounding the bosses. 
As previously noted, wall 16 ?ares outwardly from 

?at surface 19. Thus, when the lid is placed on con 
tainer 11 with the elongate projections resting on top I 
of rolled edge 12 and pressure is applied to the ?at sur 
face 19 or to rim 18 the wall 16 cams further outwardly 
until the elongate projections 24 move over the edge 
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12. The inner bead 22 and the outer ?ange 23 then en 
gage opposite sides of edge 12, and ?ange 23 and elon 
gate projections 24 engage opposite sides of ‘edge 12 to 
clamp the lid to the container. If the side wall of the 
container is defomied, as it may be by a person carry 
ing the container, the inner bead and ?ange 23 remain 
in contact with edge 12 to deform the lid in confor 
mance with the deformation of the container. The lid, 
therefore, does not separate from the container as the 
container is handled. 
The lid 10 is removed from container 11 by inserting 

?ngers beneath ?ange 23 in the area of an elongate 
projection 24 and prying out and up (when the lid is 
above the container). Generally, such prying action 
must occur adjacent to two of the spaced elongate pro 
jections 24, before the lid will readily separate from the 
containenThus, while the lid is readily installed on the 
container, merely by positioning it and applying a slight 
central pressure, it is much more difficult to remove. 
Accordingly, very little time and effort is required to 
protect food items packaged in the container, but the 
items remain protected until a deliberate effort is made 
to remove the lid. , 

Although a preferred form of my invention has been 
herein disclosed, the present disclosure is made by way 
of example and variations are possible without depart 
ing from the subject matter coming within the scope of 
the following claims, which subject matter I regard as 

lo 
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my invention. 
I claim: 
1. A one-piece lid for a container comprising 

a ?at base surface; 
a wall ?aring outwardly from said ?at base portion 
whereby said ?at base portion and said wall form a 
dish, said wall terminating in an inner bead and an 
outer ?ange spaced from, but connected to said 
head; 

elongate projections spaced around the outer ?ange 
and projecting inwardly therefrom; 

spaced bosses formed in the ?at base portion and pro 
jecting therefrom into the dish formed by the ?at 
base portion and the wall; and 

unobstructed openings through the bosses a spaced dis? 
tance above the ?at base portion when the lid has the 
wall extending upwardly such that'the lid forms a 
dish. 
2. A one-piece lid as in claim 1, further including 

a rim surrounding the ?at base surface at a side thereof 
opposite to the outwardly ?ared wall, whereby ob 
jects can be stacked on said ?at base surface, within 
the rim. 
3. A one-piece lid as in claim 2, wherein the wall has 

side-by-side pleats formed in at least a portion thereof, 
said pleats terminating at the rim. 

* * * * * 


