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[57] ABSTRACT 
A display stand includes a shelf member having a 
flange portion. the shelf being mounted on a support 
base including frame sections such that portions of the 
frame sections are received within the shelf ?ange. 

4 Claims. 6 Drawing Figures 
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MODULAR DISPLAY STAND 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The invention relates to a display means and more 
particularly to a free standing modularly constructed 
display stand. I 

An object of the invention is to provide a free stand 
ing display stand which is composed of few parts, is ca 
pable of being easily and quickly connected together 
for use, and may be easily separated for shipment or 
storage. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a free 

standing display stand module which may be easily cou 
pled to one or more like modules to vary the height and 
number of shelves provided in the stand. 

SUMMARY 

Brie?y described, the display stand of the present in 
vention includes a shelf member having a surrounding 
?ange portion. The shelf is mounted on a support base 
formed of rectangular frame sections and wherein por 
tions of the frames are received within the shelf ?ange. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a display stand made 
in accordance with the present invention; 
FIG. 2 is a front elevation view of the stand of FIG. 

1; 
FIG. 3 is a top view of the stand of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 4 is an exploded view in perspective of one mod 

ule of the stand of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 5 is a sectional view of the connecting means for 

the stand rod members taken on line 5-5 of FIG. 4; 
and 
FIG. 6 is a perspective view of the frame assembly of 

the stand of FIG. 1 shown in its collapsed state. 

DESCRIPTION OF AN ILLUSTRATIVE 
EMBODIMENT 

Referring now to the drawings, in FIG. 1 there is 
shown in assembled form, two modular sections of the 
display stand of the invention. FIG. 4 shows an ex 
ploded perspective view of one of the display stand sec 
tions. Each section will be seen to comprise a rectangu 
lar shelf member 10 and four frame sections 12, l4, l6 
and I8 interconnected together by a plurality of hinge 
or coupling members 20 so as to form an open sided 
box like structure which serves as a support base for the 
shelf member. 
More particularly, each shelf member may be formed 

from a piece of sheet metal so as to comprise a ?at rect 
angular shelf portion with end side walls upwardly bent 
and then turned downwardly so as to form an inverted 
U-shaped ?ange bordering along the four side edges of 
the shelf portion, as indicated at 22, 24, 26 and 28. As 
will be hereafter described, the ?ange portions 22, 24, 
25 and 28 receive respective wire or rod members 12a, 
14a, 16a and 18a forming the upper horizontally dis 
posed part of each ofthe rectangular frame sections 12, 
14, I6 and 18 respectively. 
As can be particularly seen from FIGS. 4 and 5, the 

ends of the upper and lower horizontally disposed rod 
members, in each of the frame sections I2, l4, l6 and 
18 are bent inwardly at about a 20° angle from the rest 
ofthe rod before being further turned at 90° to the hor 
izontal to form the vertical rod members of the frame 
sections. When four frame sections are assembled, this 
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2 
20° bend of the horizontal rod members cause the hori 
zontally disposed portions of each frame section to be 
slightly displaced or ?ared outwardly from the general 
con?nes of the box shape as defined by the vertical 
members of the frame sections. 
The hinge means 20 connecting the frame sections 

may preferably be metal, as for example, steel, and as 
seen in the figures, each hinge may be in the form of a 
ferrule or sleeve-like member which is positioned 
around two vertical rod members of adjacent frame 
sections. As can be seen in FIG. 5, the ferrule may be 
open at one end so that it can be snap assembled 
around the coupled vertical rod members 30 and 32, 
for example. To insure that the ferrule stays in place it 
is thereafter preferably welded to one of the coupled 

vertical rod members at the open end of the ferrule indicated by the stippled area 34 of the ferrule shown 

in FIG. 5. 
In the illustrated embodiment, two ferrules are used 

to pivotally couple or connect the vertical rods of two 
adjacent frame sections. One ferrule is positioned near 
the top end of the coupled rod sections and the other 
ferrule is positioned near the bottom end of said rod 
sections. Using this type of hinge means, and with four 
frames assembled as shown in FIG. 4, each frame sec 
tion is pivotally moveable with respect to its adjacent 
coupled frame section. the pivotal axis being the verti 
cal rod sections as joined by the connecting ferrules. By 
virtue of this arrangement of connected frame mem 
bers there is provided a parallelogram frame assembly. 
An advantage of this frame construction is that the par 
allelogram frame assembly may easily be collapsed as 
shown for example in FIG. 6, thereby reducing the stor 
age space required for the frame assembly in its knock 
down position. 

In the assembly of one module section of the display 
stand, the frame assembly is opened to the box-like po 
sition shown in FIG. 4. The shelf section is thereafter 
supportingly mounted on the top horizontally disposed 
rod members of each of the four frame sections such 
that each rod is securely captured within or under the 
respectively overlaping flange portion of the shelf 
member (see FIGS. 2 and 3). The flange opening is 
preferably slightly less than the diameter of the rod to 
be received therein so that in the assembly of the shelf 
to the frame, the ?ange may be ?exed or spread apart 
as it is seated over its mating rod section, thereby to 
provide a snug fit and rigid assembly of the display 
stand module, It will be noted, that the assembly of the 
shelf portion to the four frame portions fixes the cou 
pled frame sections in a rigid box-like configuration 
without the use of any screws, nuts, bolts or other sepa 
rate hardware. 
When assembling two or more of the module display 

stands of the invention, the ?ange portions of the 
shelves are used as the means by which two stands are 
coupled together in vertical allignment, one above the 
other. It is important that the side wall width of the 
?ange portions 22, 24, 26 and 28 be such that two rod 
members can securely be seated within each ?ange. 
For example, referring now to FIGS. 1 and 2, where a 
display stand formed of two module sections illus 
trated, it will be seen that with the four section frame 
assembly of each module section positioned one above 
the other, the parrallel abutting horizontal rods of each 
frame are both received within a ?ange of a single shelf 
member seated thereon. Thus it will be seen that this 
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coupling of a shelf member to two frame assemblies 
provides a simple. yet sturdy means of vertically stack 
ing two or more display stand modules. 

It will be apparent from the above that there has been 
provided a display stand of knock-down construction 
which is simple and rigid in its assembled form. and 
which may be easily varied in height and number of 
shelves provided. 
What is claimed: 
1. A modular support stand having a removable shelf 

member and a plurality of support bases, said support 
bases being collapsible when said stand is not in use 
comprising: 
each said support base comprising a plurality of 
frame sections; 

each of said frame sections including a pair of hori— 
zontal rod members joined at the ends thereof to 
the corresponding ends of a pair of vertical rod 
members to thereby form a substantially rectangu 
lar section; 

each of said vertical rod members of each frame sec 
tion being movably joined by hinge means to the 
vertical rod member of the adjacent frame section 
to thereby provide a support base having polygonal 
con?guration when said stand is in use; 

at least two of said support bases being disposed in 
vertically stacked relationship to provide an upper 
and a lower support base; 

said removable shelf member including a planar por 
tion having a polygonal configuration correspond 
ing substantially to the con?guration of each said 
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support base in its use position and being bordered 
along each of its side edges by an inverted U 
shaped flange portion; 

said shelf member ?ange portion being of sufficient 
depth to accommodate a pair of said horizontal rod 
members; 

each said shelf member ?ange portion accommodat 
ing one upper horizontal rod member of said lower 
support base and the corresponding lower horizon 
tal rod member of said upper support base‘ 

2. A modular support stand defined in claim 1 
wherein each said support base is movable about said 
hinge means between a first open use position substan 
tially in the form of a cube and a second substantially 
?at closed position. 

3. A modular support stand as defined in claim 1 
wherein the diameter of the uppermost horizontally 
disposed rod member in each of said frame sections of 
said lower support base relative to the inverted U open 
ing in said shelf?ange portion is such that each of said 
horizontal members is tightly received within a respec 
tive overlying flange portion of the shelf member in the 
assembly of said shelf member to said lower support 
base. 

4. A modular support stand as de?ned in claim 3 
wherein said hinge means includes a plurality of fer 
rules, said ferrules being used to couple together the 
vertically oriented rod members of adjacent frame sec 
tions defining each said polgonal support base. 
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