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LINER FOR 'MAINTAINING PAINT AND BRUSH 
AND lVIETHOD FOR USING SAME 

BACKGROUND OF THE’ INVENTION _ 
'1. Field of the‘ Invention ~ ~ 

This invention‘ relates to ordinary room or house 
painting equipment. More particularly,._it relates to a 
device intended to be used with a paint bucket or can, 
or in combination therewith, for the purpose of pre- 10 
serving the paint and preserving paint brushes. 

2. Prior Art‘ ' 
It has been known to provide paint buckets with pro 

vision for excluding air, as by being collapsible, as in 
US. Pat. No. 3,173,573. It has also been known to pro 
vide a great many different types of liners for contain 
ers of many different descriptions, as exempli?ed in 

US. Pat. Nos. 3,027,044; 2,025,932; 2,020,630; 
3,227,305; 2,348,622; and 3,610,455. Devices such as 
clips for holding paint brushes are also separately 
known. Neither this art nor any other known art dis 
closes any device having the range of utility and the 
combined functions of this present invention. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It'is an object of this invention to provide a lined 
paint bucket assembly. It is another object of this in 
vention to provide a linerframe assembly suitable for 
use in a paint bucket. ‘ y ' 

It is another object of this invention to provide a liner 
and frame assembly insertable into a paint bucket, and 
being provided with an attached tie, whereby _a brush 
may be held within an enclosure in a vertical position 
and the surface of a quantity of paint may be sealed off 
to a substantial extent. 
Other aims and objects of this invention are made ap~ 

parent in the following description and drawings. 
A ?exible thin sheet material liner in the form of an 

open ended bag is provided adapted to fit into a paint 
bucket. A frame is provided inside the liner. The bot 
tom of the frame is a circular ring to hold the liner 
open. A plurality of uprights. extend upwardly from the 
ring. Each of these is stiff but capable of being de 
formed ‘by hand pressure. The liner and uprights extend 
abovev the level of the paint bucket. Preferably, a stiff 
but hand-deformable tie is af?xed to the liner on the 
outside and near the top thereof. When it is desired to 
interrupt painting, the brush is suspendedvertically 
with bristles in the paint and the top portions of the up 
rights and the‘ top portion ‘of the .liner' are‘ crushed 

‘ against the handle and secured with. the tie. This keeps 
the brush undeformed and moist and keeps the paint 
sealed. When it is desired to use the bucket for another 
paint, the liner is’removed and disposed of., 

20 

25 

30 

35 

45 

50 

55 

' Some advantages of the invention include-the ability ' 

to easily preserve‘the paint from-crusting, drying or 
thickening during interruptions, to keep the brush from 
drying or caking or being deformed during interrup 
tions, and to reduce or eliminate cleaning operations 
during interruptions and at the end of the painting job. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is an exploded view in front perspective show 
ing the paint bucket, liner, and'frame vertically dis 
placed from each other. - : 

2 
FIG. 2 is a front perspective view of the lined paint 

bucket assembly in the sealed condition and holding a 
brush. 7 

FIG. 3 is a vertical cross-sectional view of a paint 
bucket with a liner and frame assembly therein. 
. FIG. 4 is a'vertical cross-sectional view of a ?lled 
paint bucket with a liner and frame assembly in sealed 
condition and supporting and maintaining a paint 
brush. ’ 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

The invention may best be initially described in con 
nection with FIG. 1. A paint bucket or paint can 2 is 
provided, typically equipped with a bail or handle 3. 
The bucket or can is of conventional construction as is 
common in painting, and is preferably straightsided or 
slightly upwardly ?aring. It is preferably‘ of circular 
cross-section in a horizontal plane. The handle forms 
no part of the invention. \ 
The line 4 is a thin sheet ?exibleibag, closed at the 

bottom and opened at the top, and preferably generally 
conforming to the interior size and shape of the paint 
bucket 2 except that the sides of liner 4 extend higher 
than the sides of the paint bucket for reasons described 
below. The liner may preferably be of common plastic 
such as polyethelene or polyvinyl chloride. The liner is 
preferably transparent but this is not essential to the 
practice of the invention. The desired characteristics of 
the liner material are that it be reasonably compatable 
with the paint and have reasonable strength for the pur 
pose, as ,well as being deformable or ?exible. Heavy 
gage waterproof paper is a possible alternative to'such 
plastics as polyethelene. '‘ 
A tie 5 is fastened to the outside surface of liner ‘4 by 

means of tab 6. Tie 5 is preferably made of 'a piece of 
stiff but hand bendable wire, which may be braided. Its 
purpose, as is explained in more detail below, is to tie 
off the top of the liner under certain conditions. Thus, 
the requirements of the tie 5 are substantially the same 
as the requirements pertaining to ties which are com 
monly used to tie off plastic bags, such as are provided 
for rubbish, garbage, or for the storage of food. The tab 
6 is preferably a plastic piece adhesively secured on its 
underside to the outside of liner 4 and trapping the end 
of tie 5 so as to hold it in the required place. Tab 6 is 
provided as a convenience so as to insure that tie 5 is 
available when needed. Tie 5 is preferably affixed to 
the liner 4 near but slightly below the top edge thereof. 
The exact location is not critical. 
The frame 7 is preferably made of wire which may 

' have the same general characteristics as have been'de 
scribed in connection with tie 5. As a difference, it is 
preferable that the elements of frame 7 be of somewhat 
heavier gage, that is, have somewhat more stiffness and 
structural strength than the tie, 5. The frame 7 corn 
prises a bottom frame base This is a circular ring, 
horizontally disposed, and in the assembled condition 
is inserted as far as it can go into the liner. It has sub 
stantially the same dimensions as the interior bottom 
dimension of the liner, andyit is apparent that when in 

> serted, the frame base 9 holds the liner open or ex 
panded. I 

A plurality of frame uprights, 8 are affixed to the 
frame bar 9, as by soldering, welding, or' by mechanical 
a?ixation such as twisting or crimping. The exact man 
ner of attachment is not critical to this invention. The 
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frame upright 8 extends preferably nearly but not quite 
as high as the height of the liner 4. The generally pre 
fered relationship between the frame uprights Sand the 
liner 4 is best shown in FIG. 3. The exact height with 
relation to the top of the liner is not critical. 
The structural requirements of the frame uprights 8 

may be further described by stating that they should be 
deformable enough so as to be easily bent by hand. 
They should be strong enough so that a plurality of 
them, at least 3 and preferably 6, when sitting in a con 
tainer of liquid, as best shown in FIG. 4, and bent at the 
top as shown in that ?gure, have enough strength to 
support the type of paint brush normally used with a 
container of that size, when there is some liquid sup 
port for part of the brush. 

It will be seen from FIG. 8 that the frame uprights 8 
and the liner 4 each extend above the top of the paint 
bucket 2. The extent is sufficient so that when the 
upper portions of the liner and the frame uprights are 
grasped and crushed toward the center as in FIG.‘ 4, 
they can come together to form a neck 15 around the 
handle 11 of a paint brush 10, so that the paint brush 
may be supported as shown in FIG. 4 and so that there 
is a small neck section at and around the point of great 
est constriction. The amount of material in the neck 
section is preferably such that some of the handle of a 
typical paint brush will protrude above the upper edge 
of the neck. The exact dimensional relationships are 
not critical, and it is apparent that various paint buck 
ets and cans may vary in their general dimensional rela 
tionships, although the typical standard paint buckets, 
as for example standard 1 and 5 gallon buckets or cans, 
have at least very similar general dimensional relation 
ships. ' - 

In preparing to use the invention, a bucket 2 is pro 
vided. Then, a liner 4 that is inserted into the bucket 
and a frame 7 inserted inside the liner. The frame 7 and 
the liner 4 may be preassembled by inserting the frame 
into the liner as has been described, and then inserting 
the liner-frame assembly into the bucket 2. This pro 
duces the condition best shown in FIG. 3. The lined 
paint bucket assembly is now ready for use. Paint is 
poured in to the desired amount. 
When painting is interrupted for any reason, such as 

a rest, or a meal, or the end of a day for example, the 
usefulness of this invention comes into play. The brush 
10 is held by the handle 11 with one hand generally in 
the center of the horizontal plane of the liner. The 
other hand of the user crushes or depresses the sides of 
the liner, together with the frame uprights 8 against the 
handle of the brush. It is desirable that the brush 10 be 
thus maintained substantially vertical with the brush 
bristles 13 as near as may be exactly totally submerged 
in the paint l4 and the brush socket l2'just above the 
level of the paint 14. This situation is shown in FIG. 4. 
The tie 5 is then wrapped around the outside of the 

liner as shownat the point of greatest constriction. This 
tie maintains a reasonably tight seal of the liner sheet 
against the handle and also helps hold the frame up 
rights 8 in place. ‘ 
A typical prefered liner may be 5% inches in diame 

ter on the bottom, 6% inches diameter on top, and 9 
inches in height. There are preferably 6 wire stiffeners 
or frame uprights. These dimensions are suitable for a 

common size of paint bucket. 
When the work has been interrupted and the lined 

paint bucket assembly is in the condition as shown in 
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4 
FIG. 4, a number of bene?ts are obtained. The shape 
and ?exibility of the brush is maintained for a long per 
iod of time because its bristles are freely hung rather 
than being in contact with any solid surface, and they 
are immersed in paint. Thus, they will not dry out and 
will not be deformed. The handle and socket tend to 
remain clean, because the vertical orientation is suit 
able for having any paint on the handle and socket run 
down into the main body of the paint. The paint itself 
is able to be maintained much longer, since there is at 
least a good degree of seal. Thus, there is less thicken 
ing of the paint, formation of crust and generally drying 
out. It has been found that painting can be interrupted 
for at least 8 days with the paint and the brush undergo 
ing no apparent change. 
Another advantage is that the same paint bucket may 

be used for different colors or types of paint without 
the necessity of burning of scrubbing out the bucket. 
That is, when one particular color paint job is ?nished, 
the liner is removed, and the liner has of course pro 
tected the inside of the bucket from Contact with the 

paint. 
It is apparent that a number of time consuming clean 

up jobs of various types are reduced or eliminated by 
the practice of this invention, and that maintainence of 
paint quality and paint brush quality are greatly im 
proved. 

It is apparent that as the level of the paint falls in the 
bucket, the uprights are crushed to different angles so 
that the brush is maintained as near as may be to the 

desired relationship of the level of the paint. 
It is also apparent that more than one brush may be 

maintained; for example two brushes can be placed in 
side-by-side relationship and tied together at the liner 
neck. 
The scope of this invention is determined by the ap 

pended claims, and modifications may be made from 
the description and drawing without departing from the 
spirit and scope of the invention. 

I claim: 
1. A liner and frame assembly for a paint bucket, 

comprising; 
1. a thin, ?exible, sheet liner closed at the bottom, 
open at the top, generally conforming to the inter 
nal dimensions of said paint bucket in a horizontal 
plane and having a greater height than said paint 
bucket, and 

2. a frame, positioned inside said liner, said frame 
' comprising a base positioned at the bottom of said 
liner and holding said liner bottom expanded, and 
‘a plurality of uprights, each upright af?xed at one 
end thereof to said frame base and having a greater 
height than said paint bucket, said uprights being 
stiff and holding said liner expanded, and said up 
rights also being hand deformable, 
whereby said liner and said uprights may be hand 
deformed near the tops thereof to contact a paint 
brush handle and at least partially seal the con 
tents of said paint bucket. 

2. A liner and frame assembly as set forth in claim 1 
wherein said liner and said frame are deformed near 
their tops around and contacting a paint brush handle, 
forming a neck, and a tie is provided around said neck 
to hold said uprights in position and hold said liner in 
at least a partially sealing position around said paint 
brush handle. 
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3. A liner and frame assembly as set forth in claim 1 
wherein a tie is affixed at one end thereof to the exte 
rior of said liner near the top thereof, said tie being stiff 
and hand deformable. . 

4. A liner and frame assembly as set forth in claim 1 
wherein there are at least three said uprights. 

5. A liner and frame assembly as set forth in claim 4 
wherein there are six uprights. 

6. A liner and frame assembly as set forth in claim 4 
wherein said liner is comprised of thin sheet transpar 
ent plastic. 

7. A liner and frame assembly as set forth in claim 6 
wherein said liner is higher than said uprights. 

8. A paint bucket and a removable and frame assem 

bly, comprising; 
1. a paint bucket, open at the top and closed at the 
bottom, and 

2. a thin, ?exible, sheet liner closed at the bottom, 
open at the top, generally conforming to the inter 
nal dimensions of said paint bucket in a horizontal 
plane and having a greater height than said paint 
bucket, and 

3. a frame, positioned inside said liner, said frame 
comprising a base positioned at the bottom of said 
liner and holding said liner bottom expanded, and 
a plurality of uprights, each upright affixed at one 
end thereof to said frame base and having a greater 

5 

10 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

55 

65 

6 
height than said paint bucket, said uprights being 
stiff and holding said liner expanded, and said up 
rights also being hand deformable, 
whereby said liner and‘ said uprights may be hand 
deformed near the tops thereof to contact said 
paint brush handle and at least partially seal the 
contents of said paint bucket. 

9. The method of maintaining paint in a paint bucket 
and a paint brush having a handle and bristles, during 
an interruption in painting, comprising; 

positioning said paint brush vertically with said bris 
tles down and said bristles in said paint, approxi 
mately centered over said paint in said paint 

bucket, 
hand deforming a plurality of stiff uprights and a thin 
?exible sheet liner extending above said paint 
bucket so that said uprights and said liner contact 
said handle of said paint brush to form a neck 
around said handle, 

wrapping a stiff and hand deformable tie around said 
liner and said uprights at said neck, whereby said 
paint brush is maintained in said position by said 
uprights-and said tie, and said paint is at least par 
tially sealed by said liner contacting said paint 
brush handle. 


