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[57] » ABSTRACT 

The apparatus of this invention is directed to a wire 
stand which is to support a ?exible walled container in 
the open condition, such containers normally compris 
ing paper or plastic bags. The stand of this invention is 
adapted to be placed within the ?exible walled con 
tainer. The stand of this invention includes an upper 
base which is hingedly connected at the fore and aft 
longitudinal ends to ?rst and second U-shaped leg as 
semblies. The extremities of each of the leg assemblies 
are to be in contact with the upper base being located 
adjacent the open mount of the ?exible wall con 
tainer. The longitudinal wire elements of the upper 
base includes means to facilitate adjustment of the 
stand to different sized ?exible walled containers. 

10 Claims, 6 Drawing Figures 
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BAG SUPPORT STAND 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The improved stand of this invention ?nd particular 
utility in the support of paper bags or plastic trash bags 
in the open condition so that the bags constitute appro 
priate receptacles for receiving and accumulating of 
matter, particulary trash. 
A ?exible walled container such as a plastic bag does 

not have sufficient side wall strength to set on the sup 
porting surface, such as a ?oor in the open position. 
Paper bags, frequently‘ do have suf?cient side wall 
strength to set upon a ?oor in an open position. How 
ever, such paper bags normally arrive at the consumer 
in a folded position. The paper bag tends to return to 
this folded position when open. 

Previously, there have been attempts at designing 
collapsible stands in order to support ?exible walled 
containers. However, the known such collapsible 
stands support the ?exible walled container from the 
exterior. As a result, such a stand will normally prohibit 
the insertion of the ?exible walled container within an 
enclosure such as within a cabinet or the like. Addition 

ally, such a stand makes the overall size of the stand 
substantially greater than merely the container by it 
self. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The collapsible stand of this invention is provided 
with an upper base section which is formed in substan 
tially a rectangular con?guration. This upper base sec 
tion is made out of wire stock as well as all the other 
main components of the stand. The upper base includes 
longitudinal side rods which are interconnected by end 
rods to form the rectangular con?guration. The longi 
tudinal dimension of the upper base may be made ad 
justable by the inclusion of a spring means within each 
longitudinal side rod. A U-shaped base assembly is 
hingedly connected to each end. The U-shaped base 
assembly is pivotable from a collapsed position against 
the upper base to an extended position substantially 
ninety degrees with respect to the plane of the upper 
base. The entire stand of this invention is to be coated 
with a paint or plastic material so as to permit easy 
cleaning of the stand of this invention. 
The primary advantage of the stand of this invention 

is to position a ?exible walled container in an open po 
sition to conveniently position such in a manner to 
readily receive articles of matter. 
A further advantage of the stand of this invention is 

to not be located exteriorly of the ?exible walled con 
tainer thereby not making the container and stand any 
larger than the container itself which permits the con 
tainer to be easily stored within enclosures. 
A further advantage of the apparatus of this inven 

tion that it is coated with material which readily facili 
tates cleaning. 
A still further advantage of the apparatus of this in 

vention is that it can be readily collapsed when not in 
use and stored in a small space. 

A still further advantage of the stand of this invention 
is that the stand is adjustable to accommodate different 
sizes of ?exible walled containers, such adjustment 
being accomplished in a relatively simple manner. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

FIG. 1 is an isometric view of the stand of this inven 
tion in the collapsed position; 
FIG. 2 is an isometric view of the stand of this inven 

tion in the extended position showing how such would 
be employed within a ?exible walled container such as 
a paper bag; 
FIG. 3 is an enlarged segmental view of one of the 

hinged joint connections between the upper base of the 
stand of this invention and a leg assembly, 
FIG. 4 is a view similar to FIG. 3 but of a modi?ed 

form of the stand of this invention; 
FIG. 5 is a view similar to FIG. 4 but showing the 

stand of this invention accommodating a smaller sized 
container than was accommodated in FIG. 4; and 
FIG. 6 is an enlarged cross-sectional view through the 

adjustment means employed upon the upper base of 
the stand of this invention in order to facilitate adjust 
ment to accommodate various sizes of ?exible walled 
containers. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE SHOWN 
EMBODIMENT 

Referring particularly to the drawings, there is shown 
in FIG. 1 the stand 10 of this invention in the collapsed 
state. The stand 10 includes a rectangularly shaped 
upper base 12. The upper base 12 is to include a pair 
of longitudinal sides 14 and 16 which are intercon 
nected by ends 18 and 20. It has been discovered that 
most paper bags have approximately the same width, 
that being seven inches. However, some paper bags 
?uctuate in length from ten and a half inches to twelve 
inches. Within the stand of this invention, the ends 18 
and 20 are always of a constant length. Within FIG. 2 
of the drawing, the sides 14 and 16 are shown also of 
a constant length and do not include any means for ad 
justability. The structure of FIG. 2 will be adapted to 
?t within most sizes of paper bags, a paper bag being 
depicted in phantom within FIG. 2. However, the struc 
ture shown in FIGS. 4 and 5 is directed to employing 
an adjustment means within the upper base 12. 
Formed within each of the ends 18 and 20 are a pair 

of notches 22. The notches 22 are spaced apart within 
each end 18 and 20. A leg assembly 24 is adapted to be 
connected to end 18 and in a similar manner a leg as 
sembly 26 is adapted to be connected to end 20. Both 
leg assemblies 24 and 26 are basically U-shaped in con 
?guration. The leg assembly 24 includes legs 28 and 30 
which are connected together through an apex 36. In 
a similar manner, the leg assembly 26 includes legs 32 
and 34 which are connected together through an apex 
38. Each of the apexes 36 and 38 include notches 44 
which are basically similar to the notches 22. 

In order to ‘assemble the stand 10 of this invention, 
the notches of the apexes 36 and 38 are positioned ad 
jacent the notches of its particular end 18 and 20, re 
spectively. A wire band 42 is wound about each of the 
pair of aligned notches and secured as by soldering or 
other similar connecting means. The wire band forms 
a frictional binding action between the end 18 and 20 
and its particular apex 36 or 38, respectively. This fric 
tional connection is such that when the legs are ex 
tended as shown in FIG. 2, they tend to maintain this 
position, but at the same time are also readily pivotable 
from the collapsed position in FIG. 1 to the extended 
position. 
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The free end of each of the legs 28, 30, 32 and 34 ter 
minate in a plastic or rubber foot 40. The purpose of 
the foot 40 is to prevent puncture of the paper bag. 
The entire stand 10 of this invention is to be formed 

of a wire stock of a sufficient temper to hold its shape 
and if per chance it is bent out of shape can be readily 
bent back into shape. The stand 10 of this invention is 
to be coated with a plastic coating or a paint which will 
readily permit cleaning of the stand. 
Referring particularly to FIGS. 4 and 5, the longitudi 

nal sides 14 and 16 are cut into two pieces and inter 
connected by a tightly wound spring 46. This spring 46 
is frictionally secured in a tight ?tting manner to each 
of the separated segments of each longitudinal side 14. 
Therefore, each stand 10 includes a pair of such springs 
46. The spring 46 is sufficiently ?exible as to permit de 
formation of the upper base 12 into the con?guration 
shown in FIG. 5. This permits the stand 10 of this in 
vention to accommodate smaller sized paper bags. The 
spring 46, when placed within a smaller sized paper 
bag, exerts a small amount of bias against the sides of 
the paper bag. This bias further tends to maintain the 
paper bag in the open position. The stand 10, using the 
spring 46 of this invention, is shown within a normal 
size paper bag within FIG. 4 with the longitudinal sides 
14 positioned in a straight manner and not deformed. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A stand for supporting a ?exible walled container 

in an open position comprising: 
an upper base section formed of a narrow element 
formed in substantially a rectangular con?guration 
having longitudinal sides interconnected together 
by end elements; 

a ?rst U-shaped leg assembly having a pair of sub 
stantially parallel legs interconnected together by 
a ?rst apex element, a second U-shaped leg assem 
bly having a pair of substantially parallel legs inter 
connected together by a second apex element, said 
?rst apex element connected by connecting means 
to one of said ends, said second apex element con 
nected by said connecting means to the other of 
said ends, said connecting means permitting pivotal 
movement of each of said leg assemblies with re 
spect to said upper base, whereby said leg assem 
blies are capable of being pivotably moved and lo 
cated adjacent said upper base to thereby position 
said stand in a collapsed position. 

2. A stand for supporting a ?exible walled container 
in an open position comprising: 
an upper base section formed of a narrow element 
formed in substantially a rectangular con?guration 
having longitudinal sides interconnected together 
by end elements; 

a ?rst U-shaped leg assembly having a pair of sub 
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4 
stantially parallel legs interconnected together by 
a ?rst apex element, a second U-shaped leg assem 
bly having a pair of substantially parallel legs inter 
connected together by a second apex element, said 
?rst apex element connected by connecting means 
to one of said ends, said second apex element con 
nected by said connecting means to the other of 
said ends, said connecting means permitting pivotal 
movement of each of said leg assemblies with re 
spect to said upper base, whereby said leg assem 
blies are capable of being pivotably moved and lo 
cated adjacent said upper base to thereby position 
said stand in a collapsed position; and 

each of said longitudinal sides of said upper base 
being split into two segments and connected to 
gether by a tightly wound coiled spring, said coil 
spring permitting de?ection of said upper base to 
thereby lessen the longitudinal dimension of said 
upper base to permit said stand to accommodate 
smaller sized ?exible walled containers. 

3. The stand as de?ned in claim 1 wherein: 
each said connecting means comprises a thin wire 
band assembly. 

4. The stand as de?ned in claim 1 wherein: 
each of said leg assemblies and said upper base being 

constructed of a wire stock material. 
5. The stand as de?ned in claim I wherein: 
each of said leg assemblies and said upper base being 
coated with a thin layer of material in order to fa 
cilitate cleaning. 

6. The stand as de?ned in claim 1 wherein: 
each of said ends including notch means, each of said 
apexes including notch means, each of said notch 
means of a said apex to connect with each said 
notch means of its respective said end. 

7. The stand as de?ned in claim 1 wherein: 
The free end of each of said leg assembly terminating 

in a enlarged foot portion. 
8. The stand as de?ned in claim 2 wherein: 
each said connecting means comprises a thin wire 
band assembly, each of said leg assemblies and said 
upper base being constructed of a wire stock mate 
rial. 

9. The stand as defined in claim 8 wherein: 
each of said ends including notch means, each of said 
apexes including notch means, each of said notch 
means of a said apex to connect with each said 
notch means of its respective said end. 

10. The stand as de?ned in claim 9 wherein: 
each of said leg assemblies and said upper base being 
coated with a thin layer of material in order to fa 
cilitate cleaning. 

* * * * >l< 


