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STACKABLE PLASTIC GARBAGE CAN WITH 
INTEGRAL TOP 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to refuse and garbage 
cans and particularly to such cans which have integral 
covers and which may be readily stacked. 
A familiar problem with garbage cans is the loss of 

covers which are necessary for purposes of health, ro 
dent control, general cleanliness etc. One solution to 
this problem has been the use of can with integral cov 
ers such as disclosed in U.S. Pat. Nos. 1,013,775, 
1,284,133 and 1,333,051. These prior art patents gen 
erally disclose arrangements having conventional 
hinged metal covers and are typical of the cans cur~ 
rently in use. 
U.S. Pat. No. 1,284,133 to A. Nusbaum, for example, 

discloses a concrete garbage receptacle having a 
hinged cover which is pivotable upwardly while U.S. 
Pat. No. 1,333,051 discloses a receptacle having two 
semispherical cover members which are mounted so 
that one member may rotate within the other to present 
an opening for refuse. U.S. Pat. No. 1,013,775 dis 
closes a double can arrangement which is of interest for 
the showing of an upper frustoconical portion having a 
hinged circular cover. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

As distinguished from the prior art discussed above, 
the present invention relates to a new and improved 
garbage can or receptacle. The invention comprises a 
can having a main body portion, preferably of frusto 
conical shape, and an integral cover. In the preferred 
embodiment, the can includes a recessed body portion 
into which the cover may be pivoted for purposes of 
stacking. The body portion also includes internal lips or 
projections which facilitate mating with another can 
during stacking. 
Accordingly, it is an object of this invention to pro 

vide a new and improved stackable garbage can. 
Another object of this invention is to provide a new 

and improved garbage can which is readily stackable 
and includes an integral cover. 
A more speci?c object of this invention is to provide 

a unique plastic garbage can having an integral cover 
and a body design which facilitates stacking. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Other objects and advantages of the present inven 
tion may be more clearly seen when viewed in conjunc 
tion with the accompanying drawings wherein: 
FIG. 1 is a front view of the unique receptacle com 

prising the present invention with the cover mated in 
the recess portion thereof; 
FIG. 2 is a top view of the receptacle or can shown 

in FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a side illustration of the invention in opera 

tion with two cans in a stacked relationship and partly 
in section; and ‘ 
FIG. 4 is a partial perspective view taken from the 

front top of the can. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Referring now to the drawings, the invention com 
prises a garbage can or receptacle 10 having a main 
body portion 11 of frustoconical con?guration and an 
integral cover 12. Both the body portion 11 and cover 

2 
12 as well as the can bottom 13 are preferably of plastic 
material. The body portion 11 includes a recessed body 
portion 14 on one side thereof into which the cover 12 
may be pivoted. This arrangement eliminates the prob 
lem of lost covers since the cover 12 is integral with th 
body portion 11. _ 

The cover 12 is integrally mounted or molded to a 
portion of the upper lip 16 on the body portion 11. 
Preferably this hinge portion 17 would be integrally 
molded with the can body 11 but it is conceivable that 
a separate hinge could be used. The cover 12 would 
generally ?t over and engage the lip 16 to securely 
close the can. When it is desired to stack several cans 
10 of the type disclosed herein, the cover 12 would be 
pivoted into the recessed body portion 14. A catch (not 
shown) or friction form ?t could be used to retain the 
cover 12 in position. In one preferred embodiment, the 
cover 12 would be merely pivoted into the recess. The 
cover could also include a plurality of cutouts 18 
around the periphery to facilitate making the cover 
bendable for purposes of nesting within the recessed 
portion 14. v 

The body portion 11 further includes a plurality of 
inward projections 19 at spaced intervals about the cir 
cumference of the body portion. The projections ex 
tend axially along the internal body portion 11 except 
in the area of the recessed portion 14, and are designed 
to align the next stacked can to facilitate stacking. This 
design eliminates the problem of stacked cans becom 
ing jammed or stuck together. 
As shown in FIG. 2 of the drwings,‘ a pair of handles 

21 may be provided for connection to the lip portion 
22. These handles 21 are mounted at 23 and are de 

signed to be pivotable about the‘ lip portions 22 to hold 
the cover 12 in place and may be readily removed when 
the can is to be stacked. ' 

It is to be understood that the above-described ar 
rangements are merely illustrative examples of the ap 
plication. Numerous other arrangements may be 
readily devised by those skilled in the art which will em 
body the principles of the'invention and fall within the 
spirit and scope thereof. 

1 claim: ' v 

l. A stackable garbage can comprising: 
a main body portion of generally cylindrical con?gu 

ration having-a concave recess portion on one side 
thereof and a bottom portion attached to the main 
body portion‘, and I ‘ '_ 

an integrally mounted cover to enclose said can 
which is connected to and pivotable about the 
upper edge of the can into the concave recess por 
tion of the body to facilitate stacking of the can 
when said cover is moved into the recess. 

2. A stackable garbage can in accordance with claim 
1 wherein: 
the can is of plastic material and the body portion 

20 

25 

30 

40 

50 

55 

thereof includes a plurality of substantially axial , 
projections extending inwardly along the entire in 
terior surface thereof to facilitate stacking. 

3. A stackable garbage can in accordance with claim 
2 wherein: , 

the cover is integrally molded to the upper edge of 
the body portion and said body portion includes a 
curved lip extending about'the upper edge thereof. 
and said body portion being of an inverted frusto 
conical con?guration. . 
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4. A stackable garbage can in accordance with claim 
2 wherein: 
the main body portion includes outwardly projecting 

lip sections and spaced locking members to facili 
tate attachment of handles thereto, and 

wherein the concave recess portion includes means 
to_ hold the cover in place within the recess portion. 

5. A stackable garbage ~can in accordance with claim 
1 further including: 
a lip extending about the upper edge of the can, 
a pair of detachable handles each on opposite sides 
of the can, said handles being mounted to the lip 
portion of the can and to the locking members. 

6. A stackable garbage can in accordance with claim 
2 further including: 
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4 
locking means to retain the cover within the recessed 

portion, and a hinge on the upper edge of the body 
portion bracing the cover mounted thereto. 

7. A stackable garbage can in accordance with claim 
2 wherein: 
the cover is a plastic material and includes a plurality 
of cutouts about the periphery thereof to permit 
bending of the cover into the recess in the main 
body portion. 

8. A stackable garbage can in accordance with claim 
2 wherein: 
the plurality of projections are spaced from each 
other along the surface of the body portion in a 
substantially axial arrangement. 
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