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[57] ABSTRACT 

A tent structure comprises a sheet of material adapted 
to function as a tent cover. The sheet has a plurality of 
spaced substantially parallel pockets formed on one 
surface thereof. Each of a plurality of in?atable tubes 
is housed in a corresponding one of the pockets of the 
sheet. Each of the tubes has a valve device for selec 
tively in?ating and de?ating it. Thus, in in?ated condi 
tion, the tubes stand upright as a plurality of substan 
tially parallel arches supporting the sheet therein. 

2 Claims, 4 Drawing Figures 

Ila r13 

10 



3,899,853 PATENTEU AUB1 9 i975 



l 
TENT STRUCTURE 

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to a tent structure. 
Objects of the invention are to provide a tent struc 

ture of simple structure, which is inexpensive in manu 
facture, is compressible to a small compact size which 
is readily transported, is assembled with facility, rapid 
ity, ease and convenience, and functions, when assem 
bled, as a sturdy and ef?cient tent structure. 

In order that the invention may be readily carried 
into effect, it will now be described with reference to 
the accompanying drawing, wherein: 
FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of an embodiment of 

the tent structure of the invention; 
FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram of part of a tube of the 

tent structure of the invention; 
FIG. 3 is a sectional view of part of the tent structure 

of the invention; and 
FIG. 4 is a sectional view of another part of the tent 

structure of the invention. 
In the FIGS., the same components are identi?ed by 

the same reference numerals. 
The tent structure of the invention comprises a sheet 

of material 1 (FIGS. 1 and 4) adapted to function as a 
tent cover. The sheet 1 has a plurality of spaced sub 
stantially parallel pockets 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6, of which a 
pocket 6, for example, is shown on an enlarged scale in 
each of FIGS. 2 and 3 and the pockets 5 and 6 are 
shown in FIG. 4, formed on one surface thereof. The 
pockets 2 to 6 are preferably formed on the outer sur 
face of the sheet of material 1. 
A plurality of in?atable tubes, of which two tubes 7 

and 8 are shown in FIG. 4, are provided. Each of the 
tubes is housed in a corresponding one of the pockets 
2 to 6 of the sheet 1 and each has a valve device such 
as, for example, the valve devices 9 and 10 of the tubes 
7 and 8 (FIG. 4), for selectively in?ating and de?ating 
the tube. 

In an alternate form of the invention, the pockets 2 
to 6 themselves are in?atable and each has a valve de 
vice ll, 12, 13, 14 and 15, respectively, for selectively 
in?ating and de?ating the pocket directly, as shown in 
FIG. 1. 
When the pockets 2 to 6 for the tubes 7, 8, and so on, 

are in?ated, the pockets and tubes stand upright as a 
plurality of substantially parallel arches, as shown in 
FIG. 1, supporting the sheet 1 therein. 
A second sheet of material 16 (FIG. 4) may be pro 

vided as a tent cover and has a plurality of fasteners 
thereon and on the pockets 2 to 6 such as, for example, 
fasteners 17 and 18, as shown in FIG. 4, formed in the 
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third sheet 1. The fasteners l7, l8, and so on, remov 
ably fasten the second sheet 16 on the outside of the 
arches with an air space 19 (FIG. 4) between the ?rst 
and second sheets. This acts as insulation and enables 
the tent structure of the invention to be used in cold 
weather. 
A ?oor 20 (FIG. 1) may be provided in the tent struc 

ture and is raised above the ground. The floor 20 in 
cludes an in?atable envelope 21 (FIG. 3) which func 
tions as an air mattress and which has a valve device 22 
for selectively in?ating and de?ating it. 
A false inner wall may be provided at the entrance to 

the tent structure and at the back of the tent structure. 
The false inner walls may be snapped into place about 
4 to 6 inches inside the outer front wall and the outer 
back wall, and function to further insulate the struc 
ture. 

A roof may be provided over the entrance to the tent 
structure. 

The tubes may be either ?at or round at their bot 
toms. ‘ 

While the invention has been described by means of 
speci?c examples and in speci?c embodiments, I do not 
wish to be limited thereto, for obvious modi?cations 
will occur to those skilled in the art without departing 
from the spirit and scope of the invention. 

I claim: 
1. A tent structure, comprising 
a ?rst sheet of material functioning as a tent cover, 

said sheet having a plurality of spaced substantially 
parallel pockets formed on one surface thereof; 

a plurality of independently in?atable tubes, each 
housed in a corresponding one of the pockets of 
the sheet and each having a valve device selectively 
in?ating and de?ating it whereby in in?ated condi 
tion the tubes stand upright as a plurality of sub~ 
stantially parallel arches supporting the sheet 
therein; and 

a second sheet of material functioning as a tent cover 
and fastening means on the second sheet and on 
pockets formed in the ?rst sheet for removably fas 
tening the second sheet on the outside of the arches 
with an air space determined by the thickness of 
the inflated tubes between the ?rst and second 
sheets. 

2. A tent structure as claimed in claim 1, further 
comprising a ?oor in the tent structure raised above the 
ground and including an in?atable envelope function~ 
ing as an air mattress and having a valve device for se 
lectively in?ating and de?ating it. 

* * * * * 


