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[57] ABSTRACT 

An improved shoulder support for musical instruments 
such as a violin and viola. The shoulder support com 
prises a pliable, in?atable member adapted for selec 
tive positioning between the performer’s shoulder and 
the instrument and includes an air inlet and exhaust 
means for in?ation. The in?atable member includes 
means for slidably mounting thereto a pliable, elonga 
tably resilient attachment strap employed to securely 
attach the support to the instrument. The elongatable 
attachment strap includes at each of its ends an angu 
lar engagement member adapted to securely engage 
the sidewalls of the musical instrument. 

2 Claims, 6 Drawing Figures 
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1 
SHOULDER SUPPORT FOR VIOLIN AND VIOLA 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Devices to provide support between a violin or‘ a 
viola and a performer’s shoulder have been known and 
used for many years. These devices have been and are 
available in numerous forms and con?gurations rang 
ing from simple resilient pad arrangements to compli~ 
cated rigid bars that are mounted across the back of the 
instrument and which include padding around the bar. 
More recently, “scaffold like” supporting devices hav 
ing a heavy rubber band have been tried. Notwithstand 
ing the numerous devices either attempted or available, 
none has been found generally satisfactory. 
The wide variety of support devices results from the 

fact that there are considerably differences in the anat 
omy and idiosyncrasies of the performers using the de 
vices. For example, physical differences in neck length, 
collarbone and chin size, and the like require accom 
modations not found in each of the devices. Moreover, 
there are disadvantages found to exist in many of the 
support devices such as their added weight, undesirable 
sound dampening or absorption by the support, a lack 
of sensitivity to pressure changes during playing, sup 
port attachment means that are either insecure during 
use or mar the ?nish of the instrument and the like. 
Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention 

to provide a shoulder support device for violin and 
viola that is universally suitable for all performers and 
includes height adjustment, transverse and longitudinal 
adjustments as well as radial adjustment, and is ex 
tremely light in weight. A further object of the inven 
tion is to provide a device that securely attaches to the 
instrument without causing any damage thereto and en 
hances the qualities rather than dampens or absorbs the 
sound. 
Accordingly, the present invention overcomes the 

limitations and disadvantages inherent in prior art 
shoulder support devices. In addition to overcoming 
the disadvantages of prior art devices, the shoulder sup 
port is comfortable to use, provides accurate position 
ing of the instrument for virtually all users, and is self 

- adjusting during playing conforming to pressure 
' changes and shifting pressure points. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
. Generally, the shoulder support of the present inven 
tion comprises a pliable, in?atable member having an 
air inlet and exhaust means, such as an air valve, for in 

, ?ating the member to the selected degree. While the 
in?atable member may be of any desired shape, such 
as toroidal, it is preferably oblong or eliptical so as to 
transversely extend across a large portion of the back 
of the instrument and provide support therefor on the 
shoulder. collarbone and surrounding areas of the per 
former. In the preferred con?guration, the central por 
tion is sealed against in?ation to provide a mounting 
means comprising at least one mounting surface having 
at least two slots therethrough to slidably receive an at 
tachment strap. _ 

A pliable longitudinally expandable resilient attach 
ment strap is slidably mounted through the mounting 
slots of the mounting means. Preferably, the attach 
ment strap. in its unexpanded state, is of a length 
slightly less than the shortest transverse dimension of 
the instrument in the area between the bridge and the 
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button. The attachment strap includes at each of its 
ends an angular rigid engagement means adapted to se 
curely engage the sidewalls (ribs) of the instrument. 
The engagement means preferably include a rigid rein 
forcing element having a resilient covering such as rub 
ber or sponge rubber to provide frictional engagement 
without marring the ?nish of the instrument. 
Other advantages of the present invention will be 

come apparent from a' perusal of the following detailed 
description of a presently preferred embodiment taken 
in connection with the accompanying drawings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a plan view of the resilient in?atable mem 
ber of the shoulder support device of the invention; 
FIG. 2 is an elevation of the resilient in?atable mem 

ber partially in?ated; 
FIG. 3 is an elevation, in partial section, of the ex 

pandable strap and engagement means; 
FIG. 4 is a plan view of the support device attached 

to the back of a violin; 

FIG. 5 is another embodiment of the in?atable mem 
ber; and 
FIG. 6 is a further alternative embodiment of the in 

?atable member. 

PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

With reference to FIGS. 1 and 2, shoulder support 
device 10 of the present invention comprises a pliable, 
in?atable member 11 preferably formed of ?rst and 
second surfaces 12 and 13. First and second surfaces 
are preferably of an oblong con?guration wherein end 
14 has a radius slightly greater than the radius of end 
16. 

First and second surfaces 12 and 13 are preferably 
made of a pliable polyvinylchloride having a suede-like 
?nish or from a rubber or rubberized cloth material. 
The outer faces of the surfaces are preferably of a non 
slip ?nish to prevent undesirable movement on the 
shoulder of the performer. The outer peripheries of the 
surfaces are electronically welded or heat pressed to 
gether to form air tight seal 17. Air valve 18 is sealed 
to ?rst surface 12 and extends inwardly thereof to pro» 
vide a continuous outer surface. A second inner seal 19 
is provided to de?ne at least one mounting surface 21 
formed by ?rst and second surfaces 12 and 13 that are 
abutted within the area de?ned by seal 19. A plurality 
of slots 22 are formed through the mounting surface to 
receive attachment strap 24. Alternative seal 19 may 
be omitted, and the peripheries of slots 22 sealed (as 
shown in FIG. 1) to provide their own mounting sur 
faces. Slots 22 are preferably of a length only slightly 
greater than the width of attachment strap 24. Mount 
ing surface 21 and slots 22 cooperate to de?ne the 
means for slidably mounting attachment strap 24. 
Referring to FIG. 3, attachment strap 24 includes at 

each of its ends an angular engagement member 25. 
Strap 24 is preferably made of an expandable material 
such as an elastic or rubber band. Engagement member 
25 includes rigid angular reinforcing element 26 that 
may be made of metal or a rigid plastic that is bonded 
or otherwise secured to the ends of strap 24. Each an 
gular engagement member 25 is provided with a cover 
ing 27 of soft rubber, plastic or sponge rubber or the 
like to afford a high coef?cient of friction for secure 
engagement with the instrument. Additionally, cover 
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ing 27 provides protection against marring of the side 
walls of the instrument. 

Preferably, strap 24 is of a length less than the short 
est transverse dimension of the instrument between the 
bridge and button. By expanding strap 24 to the trans 
verse dimension of the instrument, the tension inherent 
therein will provide sufficient force for secure engage 
ment by engagement members 25 with the sides or ribs 
of the instrument. 
With reference to FIG. 4, shoulder support device 10 

of the present invention is shown attached to a violin 
28. As can be seen from FIG. 4, support 10 is readily 
adaptable to transverse, longitudinal and radial adjust 
ment. Since attachment strap 24 is slidably mounted to 
in?atable member 11, the in?atable member may be 
transversely moved along strap 24. Furthermore, radial 
or longitudinal adjustment may be made by relatively 
positioning one or both engagement members 25 of 
strap 24 along the sidewalls of instrument 28. Adjust 
ment in height is controlled by the degree of in?ation. 
With respect to the in?ation of member 11, it is pre 

ferred that less than full in?ation be used to achieve the 
best results. When used with less than full in?ation, air 
is displaced from the area between which pressure is 
applied, for example, by the chin and collarbone, to 
those areas where normally no pressure is applied, such 
as at the outer edge of the instrument. Since no support 
is normally required at the points where pressure is ap 
plied, the displacement of air from therebetween to 
areas of lesser pressure provides support at these loca 
tions where it is most desired. Thus, during playing 
pressure points may change but the displacement of air 
within in?atable member 11 automatically maintains 
the support where it is required. 
Referring to FIGS. 5 and 6, alternative con?gurations 
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4 
of in?atable members 11a and llh‘are respectively 
shown. In FIG. 5, mounting surface 21a and slots 22a 
are positioned externally of in?atable member lla 
whereas in FIG. 6 a circular configuration is employed 
with mounting surface 21b and slots 22b positioned in 
ternally of member 11b. Additionally. mounting sur 
face 21 may be eliminated and a series of loops or 
sleeves or a continuous sleeve (not shown) may be sub 
stitutcd for slots 22 as the mounting means. The loops 
may be positioned on either the ?rst or second sur 
faces. ' 

While presently preferred embodiments of the inven 
tion have been shown and described in particularity, it 
may be otherwise embodied within the scope of the ap 
pended claims. ' 

What is claimed is: v 
1. A shoulder support for violin and violas compris 

ing a pliable, in?atable member having an air inlet and 
exhaust means ?rst and second expandable surfaces 
sealed together about their outer periphery and includ 
ing at least two slots extending through said surfaces, 
said slots being sealed about their peripheries, and a 
pliable, elongatably resilient attachment strap slidably 
positioned through ‘said slots and including at each of 
its ends an angular engagement member adapted to en 
gage the sidewalls of the violin or viola to secure said 
shoulder support thereto and to retain said engagement 
by resilent tension of said attachment strap. 

2. A shoulder support as set forth in claim 1 wherein 
said elongatable strap is dimensioned less than the 
shortest transverse distance of the violin or viola be-' 
tween itsbridge and button and wherein each of said 
angular engagement members includes a rigid reinforc 
ing element having a pliable covering thereover. 

* * * * * 


