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PROCESS FOR THERMOSOL DYEING OF 
POLYESTER FABRICS 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to the thermosoling of 
dyed polyester in the form of, for example, seat belts, 
tapes, ribbons and narrow fabrics. 

Infrared ?xation of dyed polyester/cotton fabrics is 
known in the art and is disclosed in U.S. Pat. No. 
3,576,589. Infrared ?xation is also used on other cellu 
losic textiles as evidenced by U.S. Pat. Nos. 2,992,878; 
2,961,288; 3,101,236 and 3,233,961. 
However, polyesters dyed by these infrared ther 

mosoling processes still exhibit crocking problems, im 
permissible elongation of the polyester fabric and shiny 
or inadequate shading. 

It is, therefore, an object of this invention to improve 
infrared thermosoling to eliminate crocking and reduce 
the elongation to a permissible level. 

It is also an object of the invention to improve the 
depth of the dyed shade of the polyester. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

The above objects are attained by passing the polyes 
ter material to be dyed under tension into a two-zoned 
infrared oven after the dyeing step, and subsequently 
quenching the material after it emerges from the oven 
while still under tension and before it contacts any 
holding or restraining rolls. The two-zoned infrared 
oven allows more uniform heat control and better ther 
mosoling over prior art methods. The immediate cold 
quench is necessary while the polyester material is still 
under the tension provided by the restraining rolls and 
before the polyester cools in order to avoid crocking, 
glazed shade and minimize elongation problems. A fur- - 
ther advantage of the present invention lies in the abil 
ity to stop the moving polyester in the oven without 
having the polyester break due to melting. In contrast, 
conventional hot air thermosoling on polyester materi 
als stopped in the oven results in the material being 
melted into two pieces which not only hurts the quality 
of the material, but also results in a considerable waste 
of material. 

All types of conventional polyesters or polyester 
blends may be used in the present invention and can be 
described as synthetic polymers composed from an 
ester of a dihydric alcohol and terephthalic acid. Exam 
ples of some commercial polyesters are Dacron, Fortrel 
and Kodel. Such polyesters are used for tire fabrics, 
seat belts, clothing fabrics and other various uses. The 
present invention is particularly suitable for polyester 
seat belts which must meet strict elongation and quality 
dyeing standards. The polyesters to be dyed and the 
particular dyes used in the present invention are not 
critical to the present invention and various suitable 
dyes and polyesters are well known in the art. 
Any suitable infrared source may be used in the pres 

ent invention so long as it can raise the temperature of 
polyester up to‘at least 425°F. The preferred infrared 
source is composed of a series of multiple infrared 
quartz lamps commercially available and known as in 
frared quartz rods. 
Apparatus suitable for carrying out the present in 

vention is shown in the FIGURE. The material 10 to be 
dyed is taken off a supply roll not shown or from other 
processing equipment. The material 10 is fed into a 
dyeing apparatus which may be any suitable type of ap 
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paratus, such as pad dyeing, space dyeing, etc. Shown 
in the FIGURE is a pad dyeing apparatus having a pad 
pan 1 and pad rolls 2. The material 10 is subsequently 
fed into pre-dryer 3 and then onto hot dry cans 4. 
The infrared thermosoling is accomplished in an in 

frared oven 15 having two controlled zones which em 
ploy any suitable infrared heat source 12. The pre 
ferred embodiment uses a multiple infrared source 12 
comprising quartz rods. The ?rst zone is controlled by 
any suitable mechanism to bring the material 10 up to 
thermosoling temperature, i.e., 400°F. The preferred 
apparatus employs a radiometer 9 to control the tem 
perature of the oven and material 10 in the ?rst zone. 
The second zone is controlled by radiometer 11 in 
order to keep the material 10 at a constant thermosol 
ing temperature. 
The ?rst zone is preferably controlled to bring the 

‘ polyester up to a temperature in the range of about 
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400°F to about 410°F and while in the second zone the 
material 10 is preferably held at the thermosoling tem 
perature of about 400°F. However, depending on the 
required properties of the fabric and dye the tempera 
ture of the textile material may be generally controlled 
in the range of about 380°F to about 425°F. 
For convenience, the infrared oven may be con 

structed out of I-beams 6 and 7 from which are sus 
pended the infrared sources 12 and suitable control 
mechanisms. The I-beams 6 and 7 separate the two sets 
of restraining rolls 5 and 8 in order to maintain the ten 
sion on the material 10 as it passes through the infrared 
oven. 

Following the infrared oven, the material 10 is sub 
jected to a cold spray or quench 13. The material may 
be submerged in a separate quench bath or merely 
sprayed with a cold inert liquid such as water. It is pre 
ferred to use a cold water spray 13 having a detergent 
added to the water and a drain 14 so that the material 
I0 can pass in a straight line in and out of the oven 
without touching a hot roll. 
Although plain cold water may be used, it is pre 

ferred to use a water solution containing a surfactant to 
attain uniform quenching. Any suitable surfactant may 
be used such as anionic, cationic or nonionic surfac 
tants. Especially preferred are any of the commercially 
available detergents. The immediate, cold quenching 
by spraying on a cold water-detergent solution is ap 
plied to the polyester while it is still hot just as it 
emerges from the second or holding zone. This quench 
ing takes place before the polyester contacts the last set 
of exit holding rolls, while the polyester is still under 
tension. When this is done the loose dyestuffs, the 
thickeners in the dye solution, and the dispersing 
agents if present in the dispersed dyes, simply boil off 
the very hot belt which is at a temperature of about 
4()()°F to about 4l()°F. 
The material then travels around the second set of 

restraining rolls 8 and into a washing box apparatus 18. 
Washing means 18 is divided up into separate compart 
ments to accomplish various well known washing and 
rinsing steps. Squeeze rolls 19 are provided where nec 
essary. The material 10 finally passes through a drying 
means, such as drying cans 20, and onto further manu 
facturing processes or a reel. After washing through the 
usual wash boxes 18 using only plain hot water, fol 
lowed by drying on dry cans, the following excellent re 
sults are achieved: 

a. Excellent crock fastness, both wet and dry 
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b. Deep full shades - such as a very deep black - 
which is most difficult to dye by conventional hot 
air thermosol methods. 

c. Excellent elongation results of 4 to 9% are 
achieved without the serious difficulty encountered 
when using conventional hot air thermosoling 
methods. 

d. Soft ?exible hand is obtained on polyester seat 
belting. This is much more desirable than stiff belt 
ing material obtained when conventional hot air 
thermosol roller oven is used. 

e. Full, non-shiny, dull deep shades were obtained by 
the present method, whereas polyester belt with 
the same dye padding solution dyed in a conven 
tional hot air, roller thermosol oven showed a very 
distinct drop in shade of the black. 

The present invention is further illustrated by the fol 
lowing examples: 

EXAMPLE 1 

Celanese Fortrel polyester belt material was padded 
vwith 100 grams/liter Harshaw Estracyl Black GLH 
thickened with 20 grams/liter Superclear gum. The 
temperature of the padding was l60°F. This belt was 
pre-dried and then dried on dry cans. The dye liquor 
wet pickup was calculated and measured by weighing 
the belt before padding and after padding. The pickup 
was 34% of the 100 grams/liter of Estracyl Black GLH. 

' In order to determine the best tension conditions for 
thermosoling, the dried belt with the un?xed dye was 
then mounted in a frame that had a pair of spring scales 
connected by a double pulley to one end. The other 
end was fixed to the frame. The frame and belt were 
then put into an electric oven at 400°F; another piece 
was also exposed at 380°F; and still another at 425°F. 
The amount of tension on the contracting belt was then 
recorded. Exposure time was 4% minutes. 
At 380°F, 100 pounds tension is on the spring. 
At 400°F, 200 pounds pull is on the spring. 
At 425°F, 300 pounds pull is on the spring, but the 

belt is stiff and damaged by the heat. 
With 200 pounds pull on each belt as it enters the oven 
at 410°F, the polyester belt is set so it does not shrink 
during thermosoling. The elongation with 300 pounds 
pull is about 5%. 
The thermosoling was carried out by passing the pre 

dried belt through a set of restraining rolls, into a radi 
ometer controlled infrared electric quartz rod oven 
which is in two zones. The ?rst zone is used to heat the 
belt up to 400°F, i.e., the thermosoling temperature. A 
thermocouple was inserted into the belt to determine 
how long it takes to heat the belt to a thermosoling tem 
perature of 400°F in a hot air and in an infrared oven: 

1. In a radiometer controlled infrared oven it takes 9 
seconds to raise the belt to 400°F. 

2. In a conventional hot air oven it takes 3 minutes 
to raise the belt to 400°F. 

3. In a radiometer controlled infrared oven it requires 
16 seconds exposure to 400°F to complete the oven 
thermosoling of the color and full development of the 
shade. 

4. In the conventional hot air oven it requires 90 sec 
onds exposure to 400°F to complete the thermosoling 
after the belt has ?rst been raised to 400°F. Thermo 
couples injected into the belt were used to measure 
these temperatures and an accurate stopwatch was 
used to measure the time of exposure. 
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4 
Whilegthe belt was passing through the radiometer 

controlled two-zone infrared ‘oven, careful control of 
the voltage was maintained in the infrared quartz rods 
so the desired temperature would be maintained. Four 
hundred volts were maintained in the ?rst section. The 
temperature was measured with an infrared radiometer 
reading at the 5 micron range. The belt. now up to 
4l()°F-, was passed continuously into the next section 
where the voltage through the infrared quartz rods was 
modulated to 150-200 volts by a second infrared radi 
ometer holding the temperature at 400°F for 16 sec 
onds exposure. This gave full, complete development 
of the dye. While the belt was still under tension and 
before it was passed around the second set of restrain 
ing rolls, a spray of cold water was directed onto the 
400°F. belt. ~ 

For comparison a belt was thermosoled in a conven 
tional hot air thermosol gas-?red oven; the belt passed 
over 24 hot stainless steel rolls while in the oven. Expo 
sure time in the oven was 4 minutes, 55 seconds. The 
belt then emerges out of the oven, passes over the re 
straining rolls, then down to a cold water wash box. The 
shade on the hot air thermosoled belt was much lighter 
and more shiny as compared to the belt from the infra 
red thermosoled oven. Viewed at certain angles, the 
black of the infrared thermosoling appears about 40% 
deeper than the belt pulled through the hot air oven 
that had 25% more dye padded on the belt (125 
grams/liter). The infrared thermosoled belt was then 
checked for elongation and thickness. It had a very low 
elongation (4%). The tensile strength was 6250 
pounds. Light fastness was good -— slight break only 
after I50 hours exposure to the Fadometer. 

If the black dispersed dye concentration is increased 
in the conventional hot air process'to compensate for 
the loss of depth, then the crock fastness becomes un 
acceptably worse. Repeated scouring with caustic 
soda/sodium hydrosulphite does not improve the crock 
fastness to the level of quality obtained by the infrared 
thermosoling. ‘ i - I 

A further sample was made using a grey'shade in 
stead of the black. The results were similar showing 
that the radiometer controlled infrared oven is far su 
perior to the gas-?red oven. In place of the polyester 
belt material, fragile polyester ribbon materials of ‘>44 to 
1 Va widths were also successfully run through the infra 
red oven. Green and red dyes were also employed with 
similar successful results. Optimum accuracy of the ra 
diometers is obtained if the radiometers are set to read 
in the 5 micron range. At this range the humidity, dye 
color and stray radiation or convection heat do not in 
fluence the accurate control of the temperature of the 
material. > 

It is very surprising and unexpected that experiments 
showed such excellent results for infrared thermosoling 
without the usual caustic soda/sodium hydrosulphite 
baths that are used in the conventional hot air roller 
oven thermosol procedure. All the desirable properties 
in polyester seat belting, full deep shades, dull and not 
shiny, soft hand and excellent crocking fastness, and 
excellent low elongation were obtained in one pass 
through the infrared thermosoling process. Excellent 
fight fastness also is ‘obtained. For example, blacks were 
dyed that showed 150 hours light fastness in a weather 
ometer with no more than a trace of a break. Blues, 
greens, and other colors were also dyed with excellent 
light fastness results. Using conventional hot air ther 
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mosol roller oven procedures, all these desirable fea 
tures cannot be obtained on one piece of polyester ma 
terial in one pass as has been achieved by the present 
invention. 

EXAMPLE 2 

The following experiments were conducted to show 
the comparison of conventional thermosoling, the pres— 
ent infrared thermosoling, and the present infrared 
thermosoling without the quench treatment. Both du 
Pont Dacron and Celanese Fortrel polyesters were run 
in the following processes. For the duPont fabric, 7.500 
grams of Estracyl Black GLH. 200 grams of Mannotex 
RS (thickening agent) and 25 cc of acetic acid were 
mixed to form an 80 liter dye solution. For the Celan 
ese Fortrel fabric, 10,000 grams of Estracyl Black 
GLH, 200 grams of Mannotex RS and 25 cc of acetic 
acid were mixed to make 80 liters of a dye solution. 
The speed of the machine shown in the FIGURE was 
set at l8 yds/min. The following steps were then con 
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4) Hot Wash Box I 
5) Tumbling hoil wash Box 2 
6) Tumbling boil wash Box 3 
7) Hot water wash Box 4 
8) Hot water wash Box 5 
9) Hot water wash Box 6 
l0) Warm water wash spray Box 7 
l l) Squeeze 

Apply ?nish 
Dry on dry cans ' graduated temperature 

The conventional procedure included a stripping 
agent of caustic 25 gr/l. and hydrosulphite soda 25 gr/l. 
at 140°F. in boxes No. 2 and No. 3. Samples of the con 
ventionally thermosoled- hydro/caustic stripped poly 

’ ester were checked (both Dacron and Fortrel) for 

20 
crocking and the results were poor to unacceptable. 
The results of the three processes were as follows: 

- Conventional (3C) 
Hot air oven 

Infrared (3A) 
Oven - Spray 

Infrared (38) 
en 

Therrnosol Cold detergent Without 
100 yd. oven water quenched quench in 
150 yd. steamer under tension cold water detergent 
DuPont Celanese DuPont Celanese DuPont Celanese 

Crocking Dry Poor Poor OK OK Poor Poor 
Wet Poor Poor OK OK Poor Poor 

Buckle Abrasion 
A) With Polyethylene OK OK OK OK OK OK 

(Polyethylene Emulsion 
6OG/L padded on wet. 
Aerotex softner TFL) 

B) Without " Makes Crocking Does Not Hurt Makes Crocking 
Worse Cracking Worse 

Abrades Abrades OK OK Abrades Ahrades 
C) With Silicone Makes Crocking Does Not Hurt Makes Crocking 

Worse Crockin Worse 
D) With Rhoplex Makes Crocking Does Not Ig-Iurt Makes Crocking 

Worse Crocking Worse 
E) With Rhoplex Makes Crocking Does Not Hurt Makes Crocking 

and Polyethylene Worse Crocking Worse 
(mixed 60 gr. 
each per liter) 

ducted on each of the fabrics: 

I) Pad No. l pressure 50 lbs. 
Pad No. 2 pressure 50 lbs. 
Temperature (pad) l55°F. 

2) 
3) 

Gas ?red pre-dry 4 burners 
Thermosoling 

A. Infrared oven of 48 Westinghouse T 16 rods 100 
watts/inch and then spray the hot belt as it emerges 
from oven with a cold detergent solution of 

(Mikon N0. l0) 
Tetrasodium pyrophosphate) 

25 grams 
l0 grams 
1000 cc (liter) 

or 

B. Same as (A), only omitting the quench step; 
or 

C. Conventional-thermosoling ofa 100 yd. oven and 
steam at 214°F with a capacity of 150 yds. for each 
strand. 
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Thus, it is clear that the infrared thermosoling with 
the quench treatment while the fabric is still under ten 
sion produces superior and unexpected results over 
conventional hot-air thermosoling and infrared ther 
mosoling without the quench. 
What is claimed is: 
1. In a process for dyeing, drying, thermosoling, 

washing and drying a polyester material, the improve 
ment comprising thermosoling the polyester material in 
an infrared oven under tension and subsequently 
quenching the polyester after the thermosoling but be 
fore the polyester material contacts any holding or re 
straining roll. 

2. A process according to claim 1, wherein the infra 
red thermosoling is accomplished by means of multiple 
infrared quartz rods. 

3. A process according to claim 1 wherein the tem 
perature in the infrared thermosoling is controlled by 
at least one radiometer. 

* * * * * 


