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[57] ABSTRACT 

It is the aim of this invention to provide foldable play 
building blocks suitable for erecting walk-in type en 
closures. Practicability dictates that the blocks be light 
weight, large size, collapsible and inexpensive. Con 
structed of a ?exible element comprising two sides 
and two ends without top or bottom, the blocks may 
be stacked in much the same manner as brick or con- ' 

crete block. Notches located along the top of both 
sides serve as nesting grooves for the blocks in the 
course immediately above. These notches furnish a 
means of establishing modular block pattern as well as 
providing an interlock between adjoining blocks. The 
result is an integral structure of surprising stability 
considering the weight and rigidity of the materials 
used. When not in use the blocks can be readily folded 
?at to minimize volume for storing or packaging. 

6 Claims, 5 Drawing Figures 
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F OLDABLE PLAY BUILDING BLOCKS 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to foldable play build 
ing blocks and more particularly to large size blocks 
adaptable to building walk-in type enclosures. 
The undisputed popularity of toy construction sets 

coupled with the interesting possibility of erecting 
walk-in type enclosures provides the basis for this in 
vention in the opinion of the writer, ?lls and apparent 
void in the toy market today. To demonstrate the po 
tential of such a building set, observe a child playing 
with a number of empty cartons. The cartons are 
stacked quickly and without effort to become instant 
buildings, limited in scope only by imagination and in 
genuity. Most play blocks presently on the market are 
not large enough for the purpose I suggest. The avail 
able sizes vary within a limited range dictated primarily 
by factors of weight, bulk and cost. To produce blocks 
of a size say 8 inches X 8 inches X 16 inches, suitable 
for walk-in enclosures, would result in units much too 
heavy, too bulky, or too expensive. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION, 

The present invention overcomes the above men 
tioned drawbacks. Each block is constructed of a strip 
of cardboard or similar foldable material which forms 
the sides and ends without top or bottom. As such the 
building unit is both light weight and inexpensive. The 
storage problem is dealt with by providing a block 
which may be folded flat, reducing volume to an abso 
lute minimum. 

DRAWINGS AND DESCRIPTION 

In drawings which illustrate the embodiments of the 
invention — 

FIG. 1 is a plan view of a standard size block. 
FIG. 2 is a plan view of a half-size block. 
FIG. 3 is the side elevation of a standard size block. 
FIG. 4 is a view of a folded block. 
FIG. 5 is an elevation of a wall assembly. 
The building block, constructed of cardboard or sim 

ilar material, is folded with ends fastened as illustrated 
in FIG. 1. This configuration forms the two sides 1 and 
two ends 2 of the block. The ratio of length to width 
would be the same as commonly used in the brick and 
concrete block industries. A practical size would be 
one whose length is twice the width as shown in FIG. 
1. A special block whose length equals width would be 
useful for fill at corners and wall openings. 
Having no top or bottom the blocks may be folded 

?at for storage as shown in FIG. 4. Large blocks are re 
inforced with foldable tie members 3 fastened inter 
nally between the inner faces of the two sides. As this 
member is parallel to the ends 2, it does not hamper the 
folding action of the blocks (see FIG. 4). 
Transversely aligned notches 4 are located along the 

top edge of both sides of the block. These notches serve 
to locate and anchor the blocks stacked above to main 
tain modularity of block spacing throughout the struc 
ture. The number of notches along each side of a block 
may vary however a preferred arrangement would 
place a notch at each end of each side with intermedi 
ate notches spaced such that the block width is an 
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arithmetic multiple of notch spacing. 
The wall assembly FIG. 5 illustrates the interlocking 

feature which ties adjoining blocks together. Block 
movement on the longitudinal axis is prevented by the 
ends 2 of one block nesting in the notches of the blocks 
directly below it. Lateral misalignment is prevented by 
the sides of one block overlapping the sides of adjoin 
ing blocks directly above or below it. The overall effect 
is a completely uni?ed structure. 
The invention outlined has been classified as a toy, 

however it could also serve as a professional tool in ad 
vertising, window displays and the like. Depending on 
the purpose, the sides could be coloured or otherwise 
decorated or treated to enhance their appearance or 
improve their utility. 
The embodiments of the invention in which an exclu 

sive property or privilege is claimed are de?ned as fol 
lows: 

l. A play building block comprising a substantially 
rectangular body portion of a foldable material, said 
body portion having a pair of opposed side walls and a 
pair of opposed end walls forming a cavity within, pairs 
of evenly spaced-apart transversely aligned notches lo 
cated on a margin of said opposed side walls, a pair of 
said transversely aligned notches located at each end of 
said side wall margins, the length of each of said side 
walls being an arithmetic multiple of the notch spacing 
and at least one foldable tie member fastened trans 
versely between inner faces of said side walls, said tie 
member being located parallel to said end walls. 

2. A play building block comprising a substantially 
rectangular body portion of a foldable material, said 
body portion having a pair of opposed side walls and a 
pair of opposed end walls forming a cavitiy within, pairs 
of evenly spaced-apart transversely aligned notches lo 
cated on a margin of said opposed side walls, a pair of 
said transversely aligned notches located at each end of 
said side wall margins, the length of each of said side 
walls being an arithmetic multiple of the notch spacing, 
said side walls and said end walls being foldable about 
fold lines whereby said body portion may be folded to 
a substantially ?at condition. 

3. A block as de?ned in claim 1, wherein said fold 
able tie member is located equidistantly from said pair 
of opposed end walls and maximum iiotch spacing 
equals the length of said end walls. 

4. A play block assembly comprising a plurality of 
blocks as de?ned in claim 1, said blocks being stacked 
in standard brickwork patterned walls, the ends of each 
block in a given row being set into transversely aligned 
notches of blocks in the adjoining lower row to thereby 
maintain a block laying pattern and provide interlock 
ing action between adjoining blocks. 

5. A block assembly as de?ned in claim 4, said blocks 
having sides of blocks in one row overlapping sides of 
blocks in adjoining rows thereby maintaining alignment 
of the longitudinal axis of said blocks. 

6. A play block assembly comprising a plurality of 
blocks as de?ned in claim 2, said blocks being stacked 
in standard brickwork patterned walls, the ends of each 
block in a given row being set into transversely aligned 
notches of blocks in the adjoining lower row to thereby 
maintain a block laying pattern and provide interlock 
ing action between adjoining blocks. 

* * * * * 


