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[57] ABSTRACT 
A device for securely holding the cover of a container 
in place includes a pair of straps, each of which is se 
cured to the side of the container and extends over the 
cover of the container. The straps have complemen 
tary separable pile-type material thereon to fasten the 
straps together in one embodiment, and to fasten the 
straps to the cover in another embodiment. In either 
case, the straps have an overhanging end which can be 
pulled to disengage the straps from overlapping rela 
tionship with the cover. 

7 Claims, 7 Drawing Figures 
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DEVICE FOR LATCHING CONTAINERS 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
The present invention relates to a device or system 

for releasably retaining a cover on a container. More 
particularly, the present invention relates to a device or 
system for releasably retaining a cover on a container, 
wherein the container is one which is periodically ?lled 
and emptied, such as a garbage can. 

2. Technical Considerations and Prior Art 
The present invention concerns an easy-on, easy-off, 

simpli?ed and improved combination device for ?rmly 
holding down or latching down the cover of a garbage 
can which has two diametrically opposite side handles 
or brackets, and we choose to designate our device as 
a LITTER LATCH. 

The usefulness and need of such a device is evident. 
Even well-?tting garbage can covers are often dis 
lodged when the cans are knocked over, as by dogs, 
and additionally ill-?tting lids or covers are also some 
times blown off by the wind. Due to understandably 
rough handling by the garbage collectors, both the cov 
ers and the garbage cans themselves become bent, 
dented and generally “beat up" after a period of use, 
and this adds to the problem of keeping the cover 
?rmly in place regardless of its condition in order to 
prevent the garbage litter from being strewn over the 
ground after the garbage can has been knocked over by 
dogs. cars, wind, children playing, etc. The health and 
well-being of the human environment would be en 
hanced by ensuring that such bacteria-forming material 
be securely contained within the garbage cans, and the 
population density of disease-carrying ?ies and other 
insects would be diminished as a consequence of so 
removing the sources of their attraction and reproduc 
tion. Aside from such much more obvious reasons, lit 
ter strewn around the sidewalk, lawn and street cer 
tainly does nothing to enhance the beauty of a neigh 
borhood. 
As becomes readily evident from the great number of 

patents already issure, there have been many previous 
attempts to provide garbage can cover locks. All of 
these have merit, but for one reason or another, most 
have failed to attain public acceptance. 
With the foregoing in mind, the present disclosure 

envisions an improved, yet simpli?ed, means of accom 
plishing the desired result. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The principal object of the present invention is to 
provide an efficient, rugged device for ?rmly latching 
down the cover of a garbage can, regardless of the 
physical condition of the can or cover, and to further 
provide a simpli?ed easy-on, easy-off, fastening means 
which will in no way encumber the garbage collection 
process. 
Other objects of the instant invention will become 

apparent from the following speci?cation, claims and 
the accompanying drawing. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. I is a perspective view of one embodiment of 
the instant invention; - 

FIGS. 2 and 3 show the device of FIG. 1 as attached 
to two types of garbage cans; 
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2 
FIGS. 4 and 5 show two alternate ways of attaching 

the device to a garbage can; and 
FIGS. 6 and 7 show perspective and side views, re 

spectively, of another embodiment of the instant inven 
tion. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

Referring now to FIG. I, there are shown two flat 
straps of ?exible fabric material such as webbing, nylon 
or the like, designated generally by numerals IA and 
18. Both straps are identical in structure and material, 
although strap IA may preferably be of greater length. 
Each strap 1A and 18 has means 2, shown in this ?gure 
as a snapclip, secured to one end as by loop 5, for at 
taching the straps to the side handles of a garbage can 
(not shown in this ?gure). Along one side and adjacent 
the other end of each of said straps IA and 1B is ?rmly 
af?xed a ?exible tape or strip of separable pile fastener 
material, such as the commercially well known hook 
and loop fastener material marketed under the regis 
tered trademark name of “VELCRO" (U.S. Pat. No. 
3,009,235 et al.) or the like, designated generally by 
the numerals 3A and 3B. These two tapes 3A and 3B 
complement each other. When pressed ?at together, 
the tapes 3A and 3B adhere or tightly grip each other. 
This gripping effect is very strong in a horizontal direc 
tion; i.e., when the tapes are pulled horizontally against 
each other along their length, yet the tapes can be 
readily separated when pulled away from each other in 
a vertical direction. The appended loose end 4 of strap 
IA is provided as a “breaking handle" to thus break the 
grip of tapes 3A and 3B by lifting tape 3A upward (ver 
tically) away from tape 38. It is obvious that the effec 
tive gripping surfaces of tapes 3A and 38 must face 
each other. 
The separable pile fastener material 3A, 38 may be 

conveniently a hook and loop fastener material consist 
ing of two different types of tapes; one exclusively pro 
vided with loops and the other exclusively provided 
with hooks (such as VELCRO Touch Strip fasteners), 
or both tapes could be of identical structure of material 
which has both hooks and loops (such as is disclosed in 
the Izumi U.S. Pat. No. 3,l30,l II or the Savoir U.S. 
Pat. No. 3,387,345). In either case, two facing separa 
ble pile tapes are required in order to obtain the desired 
?rmly adhering or gripping effect, and so the two tapes 
are termed complementary. 
FIG. 2 shows the device of FIG. I in attached rela 

tionship to a garbage can of ordinary design. In this ?g 
ure, the components of the latching device, as in FIG. 
I, are ?at straps 1A and 1B having attaching means 
2-2, complementary separable pile fastener tapes 3A 
and 3B, breaking handle 4, and securing loops $—5. 
The garbage can is shown in dotted lines and is desig 
nated generally as 10, with lid or cover 11 having a top 
handle 12. The two side handles of the can, including 
their respective mounting members, are numbered 
I3—l3. As is customary, these two side handles 
13-13 are positioned diametrically opposite each 
other on the can [0. In this ?gure, the two complemen 
tary tapes of fastener material 3A and 3B are shown in 
face-to-face juxtaposed relationship to each other and 
it will be noted that the longer strap 1A passes under< 
neath the cover handle 12. 
FIG. 3 closely duplicates FIG. 2 in that it shows the 

device of FIG. 1 as attached to a garbage can. How 
ever, in FIG. 3 a common, smaller type of can, some 
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times called a garbage pail since it has a bail handle, is 
shown. Again the components of the latching device 
are numbered as in FIG. I. The flat straps IA and 18 
have attaching means 2-2 secured to them at one end 
as by loops 5-5 and have complementary separable 
pile fastener material tapes 3A and 3B ?rmly affixed to 
them along and adjacent to their other end portions; 
strap IA having an extending portion designated as a 
breaking handle 4. In this figure, the garbage can 20 is 
equipped with a lid or cover 21 having a top handle 22. 
This type of garbage can, or garbage pail, has a wire 
type of bail handle 23 connected as by loops 24-24 at 
its ends to brackets 25——25 positioned diametrically 
opposite on the sides of can 20. The means 2—2 of the 
latching device are attached to loops 24—24 or brack 
ets 25—2S, as is most convenient in this arrangement. 
As here shown, the fastener tapes 3A and 3B are again 
shown in face-to-face juxtaposed relationship. It will be 
noted that the longer strap IA passes over the cover 
handle 22 in this arrangement. 
FIGS. 4 and 5 show other representative types of at 

taching means which might be substituted for the snap 
clips 2-2 shown in the previous ?gures. 

In FIG. 4, a loop 7 preferably formed of metal or un 
breakable plastic is secured as by strap loop 5 to the 
end of flat strap 1A, 1B. Loop 7 is shown as rectangular 
in shape, but could be of any other desired shape such 
as oval or round. In this FIG., 13A represents a cross 
section of the side handle 13 of the garbage can. 
FIG. 5 shows perhaps the simplest attaching means 

since the ?at strap I is itself utilized, being threaded as 
shown through the loop 5 formed at its end, with no ad 
ditional attaching component being needed. A cross 
section of side handle 13 is designated by 13A in this 
?gure. 
From the drawings and the preceding description 

thereof, it will be seen that this device consists of two 
closely identical sections, alike except as heretofore 
and hereinafter denoted. Two ?at straps of substan 
tially non-stretchable, nomshrinkable fabric such as 
webbing, nylon or the like are employed as basic com 
ponents. One end of each flat strap is provided with 
means to fasten it to one of the two diametrically oppo 
site side handles or brackets of a garbage can. The two 
?at straps which differ only in length have tapes of sep 
arable pile fastener material ?rmly af?xed to them 
along and adjacent their other ends. These two tapes of 
separable pile fastener material complement each 
other and will tightly grip or adhere to each other when 
pressed flat together. When so pressed together, they 
form a strong and ?rm bond in a horizontal direction, 
yet are readily detachable from each other in a vertical 
direction. One of the complementary tapes is posi 
tioned face upward along and preferably at or close to 
the end of a ?rst lower-positioned, shorter strap, while 
the other tape is positioned face downward along and 
preferably a little further away from, although still adja 
cent to, the end of the longer, second, upper-positioned 
strap. An overhanging end of this second, upper 
positioned strap can then conveniently be utilized as a 
breaking handle to pull upward (vertically) and thus 
break the grip between the two complementary tapes 
of the separable pile fastener material. Obviously, this 
releases the garbage can cover so that it can be re 
moved in a normal manner. This pulling upward on the 
breaking handle is the only slight additional e?'ort or 
work required of the garbage collector. 
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Obviously, also, the garbage collector does not re 

place the garbage can cover. 
To install the device of the instant invention on a gar 

bage can, it is only necessary to attach one end of strap 
IA to one of the side handles 13 (or brackets 25) of the 
garbage can 11 (or 21) as by one of the attaching 
means 2, and one end of strap 13 to the other garbage 
can handle 13 (or bracket 25) by the like attaching 
means 2. This is clearly shown in FIGS. 2 and 3. 

In operation, after the device is properly installed, 
being sure that the ?at strap IA and 1B are positioned 
so that the separable pile fastener material tapes are 
facing each other, the lower tape facing up, the upper 
tape facing down, it is only necessary to place strap ID 
with tape 33 facing upward over the top of cover 11 (or 
21) of the garbage can and pull it substantially ?at 
across the lid directly toward the opposite can handle. 
Repeat these steps in reverse direction with strap 1A 
with complementary tape 3A facing downward so that 
tapes 3A and 3B overlap, and then press tape 3A flat 
downward on tape 38. The tapes 3A and 38 will then 
tightly grip or adhere to each other and thus the device 
will hold down or latch down the garbage can cover. 
Pulling the two straps IA and IB (and thus the two ad‘ 
hering tapes 3A and 3B) horizontally against each 
other will not break this grip. However, the grip can 
readily be broken and the two strap portions released 
from each other simply by pulling tape 3A upwardly 
from tape 38 by means of the extended breaking han 
dle 4 at the end of strap IA. This action, of course, 
frees the garbage can cover. 

It is to be noted, as indicated in the drawing, that this 
device is equally useable with any type of garbage can 
or the like which as diametrically opposite handles or 
brackets and that the strap may be positioned through 
or over the top of a cover handle (see FIG. 2 and FIG. 
3), or it could also be equally well used if the cover did 
not have a handle or had a broken handle. In other 
words, the device of the present invention, unlike the 
devices of many previous patents, does not depend 
upon or have the need of a lid handle for its operation. 
Since ?rm gripping is obtained when only short por 

tions of the complementary separable pile fastener ma 
terial are in contact, and the entire length of this mate 
rial need not be in contact, the device is thus effectively 
adjustable in length for reasonable size difference in 
garbage cans. To add to this lengthening effect, one 
tape portion of the separable pile material may be 
longer than the other if so desired. 

It is to be understood that snap hooks or any other 
suitable means, such as for instance those shown in the 
other figures of the drawings, could be substituted for 
the snapclip attaching means shown in FIG. 1. The at 
taching means are preferably detachable from the ban 
dles, but should not be free to come loose or fall off 
when the straps are unfastened as could be the case if 
simple open hooks were used. Also, any other like or 
similarly operable firm-gripping fastener material could 
be utilized instead of the separable pile or book and 
loop fastener material herein described, it being under 
stood that any such adhesive or gripping material must 
be of dry structure and able to sustain rough usage and 
remain operable regardless of dirt, mud, wetting as by 
rain or otherwise, as is the material speci?ed which has 
been well-tested under such adverse conditions. 

Referring now to FIGS. 6 and 7, there is shown an 
other embodiment of the instant invention wherein a 
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pair of ?exible straps 30-30 are disposed on opposite 
sides of a container 31 to hold a cover 32 in place on 
the container. In this embodiment, each strap 30 has a 
VELCRO pad 33 af?xed thereto which mates with a 
complementaty VELCRO pad 34 af?xed to the cover 
32. The end of each strap 30, which is secured to the 
can 31, may be secured thereto by a VELCRO pad 36 
affixed to the can 31 or in the alternative, may be riv 
eted or otherwise attached to the can. Each of the 
straps 30 has an end portion 35 which extends past the 
VELCRO pad 33 affixed to the strap to provide a han 
dle which can be conveniently gripped by the ?ngers to 
break engagement between pad 33 and pad 36 affixed 
to the cover 32. 
Having thus described our invention, the same is to 

be protected and limited only by the following ap 
pended claims. 
We claim: 
1. A latching device for both securely retaining the 

cover of a container in place and providing for quick 
removal of said cover from said container, comprising: 

a container having a pair of straps, each of which is 
secured at one end thereof to opposite sides of said 
container; 

a pad of separable pile fastener material ?rmly af 
fixed adjacent the other end of each strap; and 

a cover having a pair of pads of separable pile fas 
tener material ?rmly affixed to the cover, wherein 
said separable pile fastener material affixed to said 
cover complements the material affixed to the 
straps so that the straps retain the cover on the con 
tainer when the material affixed thereto is pressed 
into engagement with the material affixed to the 
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6 
cover. 

2. The latching device of claim 1, wherein the straps 
are affixed to the sides of the container by complemen 
tary pads of separable pile fastener material. 

3. The latching device of claim 1, wherein the straps 
have end portions which extend beyond the pads af 
?xed thereto which provide a handle for conveniently 
breaking the engagement of the complementary pads. 

4. A latching device for retaining the cover of a con 
tainer releasably thereon, comprising: 
a container having a pair of ?exible straps, each of 
which has one end secured to opposite sides of the 
container and each of which has a free end portion; 

pads of separable pile fastener material affixed adja 
cent to the free end of said straps to effect a latch 
ing relationship which holds said strap in overlap 
ping relation with said cover; and 

means extending from the free end of at least one of 
said straps to provide a handle with which to disen 
gage said latching relationship. 

5. The latching device of claim 4, wherein the con 
tainer is primarily used to periodically retain garbage 
and other refuse. 

6. The latching device of claim 4, wherein the pad of 
material on one strap complements the pad of material 
on the other strap so that the latching relationship is ef 
fected by engaging the pads of the pair of straps. 

7. The latching device of claim 4, wherein the mate 
rial on the pads affixed to the straps complements sepa~ 
rable pile fastener material on other pads affixed to the 
cover to effect the latching relationship when the pads 
on the straps are engaged with the pads on the cover. 
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