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[57] ABSTRACT 
A device for producing a baseball batters‘ box com 
prising a two-piece frame one portion of which is ex 
tensible relative to the other. The frame has ground 
engaging hinge means whereby the frame can be 
aligned with respect to home plate, the hinge means 
pressed into the ground, and the frame ?ipped 180°. 
The outer limits of both positions of the frame provide 
the outline of the batters‘ box. 

5 Claims, 5 Drawing Figures 
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AID FOR MAKING A BASEBALL BATTERS‘ BOX 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to the maintenance of 
baseball playing ?elds, and more particularly to an aid 
for quickly producing regulation size batters‘ boxes 
therefor. 
The size and position of baseball batters‘ boxes vary 

depending upon whether the playing ?eld is to be used 
for softball or for hardball. and will further vary in size 
and/or position depending upon the regulations of the 
league governing the game that is to be played on the 
?eld. The outline of the baseball batters‘ box is dusted 
on the ground. since there can be no permanent struc 
ture which would catch the foot of the players. The 
dust which is used is normally quicklime or rock dust. 
A further reason why lime is used is that the residue 
does not have to be gathered up following a game and 
disposed of. but can be easiy spread around and washed 
in the ground to be harmlessly dissipated in a manner 
that is beneficial to the surrounding grass. The grass is 
normally fertilized with acid-producing inorganic fertil 
izers and a certain amount of lime is required to neu 
tralize the acid ingredients ofthc fertilizer. The amount 
of water that is required ofthe grass i.e.. natural occur 
ring rain or irrigation is usually sufficient to wash away 
the deteriorated lime stripes to make the ground ready 
for the next lime striping of the batters‘ box. This is usu— 
ally done approximately onc—half hour before a game 
is to commence. 

Because the outline of the batters‘ box must be re 
newed before each game in accordance with the size 
that is required by the league governing the game that 
is to be played, a considerable amount of time is spent 
before each game in laying out and striping the outline 
of the batters‘ box. Since the game was ?rst developed 
in the early l800‘s, the striping of the batters‘ box has 
been accomplished by laying out the outline of the bat 
ters' box with a measuring device such as a folding rule, 
and thereafter rolling a striper which applies the lime 
or rock dust onto the ground along the outline. 
An object of the present invention is the provision of 

new and improved apparatus which is a fraction of the 
size of a batters’ box and can be easily moved from 
playing field to playing ?eld, and which after a few 
minor and easily performed adjustments, will provide 
an outline of the particular size batters’ box that is re 
quired for the particular game that is to be played. 
A further object of the invention is the provision of 

new and improved apparatus of the above-described 
type which is easily transportable and which is capable 
of providing the outline of several sizes of regulation 
batters‘ boxes by merely making one or more minor, 
quick and easy adjustments. 
Further objects and advantages of the invention will 

become apparent to those skilled in the art to which the 
invention relates from the following description of sev 
eral preferred embodiments described with reference 
to the accompanying drawings: 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. I is a plan view of a preferred embodiment of 
apparatus embodying the present invention; 
FIG. 2 is a fragmentary sectional view taken approxi 

mately on the line 2—2 of FIG. I; 
FIG. 3 is a fragmentary sectional view taken approxi~ 

mately on the line 3-3 of FIG. I; 
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2 
FIG. 4 is a fragmentary enlarged view as seen from 

line 4-—l4 of FIG. I; and 
FIG. 5 is a fragmentary sectional view taken on the 

lines 5-5 of FIG. I. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

As previously mentioned, batters‘ boxes vary some 
what in size depending upon the regulations of the 
league which governs the particular game to be played. 
Regardless of the league, however, the size of the bat‘ 
ters’ box is approximately 4 feet by 6 feet. A template 
such size cannot be conveniently transported from one 
location to another, nor can it be used at a particular 
location for making more than one size batters‘ box. 
For these reasons templates have never been accepted 
as a workable aid for outlining a batters’ box; and to my 
knowledge, no one has ever devised a practical way of 
laying out a batters‘ box with a device that is a fraction 
of the size of the batters‘ box. 
The device shown in the drawing for outlining a bat 

ters’ box for a baseball playing field comprises a U 
shaped base frame 10 having a width which is one-half 
of the regulation sizes of batters’ boxes which it is capa 
ble of producing. The U-shaped frame comprises a base 
12 and a pair of parallel legs 14. The frame 10 is con 
structed so that the spacing of appropriate portions of 
the legs 14 correspond with one-half of the appropriate 
width dimension of a batters’ box. In the embodiment 
shown in the drawing, and for reasons which will later 
be explained, the distance between the center line of 
the legs 14 will correspond with one-half of the width 
of a batters‘ box as determined by the distance between 
the center line of the stripes of the batters‘ box that is 
to be made. A U-shaped spacer 16 is ?xed to one leg 
14 of the base frame 10 in any suitable manner as by 
welding. The spacer 16 has a length 18 corresponding 
to the length of one of the parallel side edges of the 
home plate B, and has lateral legs 20 adapted to space 
the leg 14 to which it is connected the appropriate dis 
tance from the side edge of home plate. The U-shaped 
spacer 16 is affixed to the leg I4 longitudinally thereof 
the appropriate distance from its base leg 12, so that 
the base leg 12 will be positioned the appropriate dis 
tance toward the pitcher from the home plate in all in 
stances. The outlining aid also includes a U-shaped clo 
sure frame 22 having a cross member 24 of the same 
width as is base 12 and having a pair of legs 26 having 
a sliding engagement with the legs 14 of the base frame 
10. In the embodiment shown the legs of the base frame 
12 are slightly longer than one-half of the length of the 
maximum length batters‘ box to be outlined by the de 
vice, and the legs 26 are approximately one-half the 
length of the maximum size batters‘ box to be pro 
duced. Alternatively, it is possible that the legs 14 or 26 
or both be made of a plurality of telescoping members, 
so that the device 10 can have a length that is a quarter 
or a third of the length of the batters‘ box that is to be 
produced. 
As previously indicated. the legs 26 are to be guided 

by the legs 14 in some suitable manner for movement 
longitudinally of each other. and in the preferred em~ 
bodiment. the legs 14 are tubular and of a circular cross 
section. The legs 26 are of a smaller tubular size and 
telescope into the legs I4, so that the center line of the 
legs 26 are coaxial with the center line of the legs I4 
for reasons which will later be described. 
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According to principles of the present invention, the 
legs 14 of the base frame 10 that is opposite to the leg 
containing the spacer 16 is equipped with one or more 
ground engaging hinge devices H which grip the ground 
so that the frame can be rotated 180° around the hinge 
and so that the leg 14 containing the spacer 16 can also 
be used to outline the opposite side edge of the batters' 
box. The device further includes lock means for ?xing 
the cross member 24 an appropriate distance from the 
base 12. In the embodiment shown in the drawing, the 
lock means comprises a pair of pins 28 which are in 
serted through holes 30 and 32 in the legs 14 and 26 re 
spectively, and which are drilled at the appropriate lo 
cation to automatically provide the regulation length of 
the various size batters‘ boxes. In order that the frame 
can be used for various lengths of batters’ boxes, holes 
30 (see FIG. 4) at different locations along the legs 14 
are provided, while a single indentation or hole 32 is 
provided in the legs 26. When the legs 26 are moved so 
that the appropriate holes 30 align with the holes 32 
and the pins 28 are installed in the aligned holes 30 and 
32, there is automatically provided the desired length 
batters‘ box in a foolproof manner. It is intended that 
the various holes 30 will be appropriately labeled for 
the different regulation sizes of batters‘ boxes. 

FIG. 3 of the drawings shows a preferred embodi 
ment of hinge means H that is used for hinging the leg 
14 to the ground. The hinge means H shown comprises 
a hoop 34 which extends around the leg 14 and carries 
a pin 36 which can be forced into the ground when per 
pendicular to the frame to thereafter prevent lateral 
movement of the frame. In the preferred arrangement, 
at least two of such hinge means H are provided. By uti 
lizing a pair of such hinge means H, one hinge can be 
positioned against the base 12 and the other can be po 
sitioned against a suitable abutment, i.e., the stiffening 
member 40, located near the opposite end of the base 
frame 10, so that longitudinal movement of the frame 
will be automatically avoided when the hinge pins 36 
are pressed into the ground. 
The device described above is used by placing the de 

vice shown in the drawing along side of the home plate 
B with the length 18 of the U-shaped gauge bar 16 up 
against one side edge of the home plate B and with the 
base of the U-shaped frame 10 positioned toward the 
playing ?eld. Substantially all regulations require the 
front edge of the batters‘ box to be the same distance 
forwardly of home plate, but there is some difference 
in the spacing of the rear end of the batters‘ box from 
home plate. Since this is so, the device is ?rst adjusted 
by aligning the appropriate hole 30 for the size of the 
batters‘ box to be produced opposite the hole 32 in the 
closure frame 22 and installing the pin 28. This is done 
on both legs of the apparatus. With the length 18 ofthe 
guide bar 16 positioned up against the side edge of the 
home plate B. the ground engaging hinge means H are 
pushed in opposite directions against the base and the 
stiffening member 40 with the pins 36 extending per 
pendicularly downwardly against the ground. The pins 
36 are thereafter forced into the ground as by stepping 
upon the leg 14 on which they are mounted. With the 
hinge means H against the base 12 and stiffening mem’ 
ber 40 and with the pins 36 stuck into the ground. the 
entire structure is prevented from movement longitudi 
nally or laterally from home plate. Once so secured to 
the ground. the user scribes around the legs 14 and 26 
that are adjacent home plate, base 12. and cross mcm» 
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4 
her 24 to produce half an outline of the batters‘ box on 
the ground in proper position relative to the home plate 
B. In the preferred embodiment, the closure frame 22 
is tubular or rod shaped in section and the U-shaped 
base frame 10 is tubular in section with the legs 26 tele 
scoped into the legs 14 ofthe base frame 10. Such con 
struction makes the center line of the closure frame 22 
coincident with the center line of the base frame 12, so 
that the center line of the frame is precise. The user 
may use a nail or other object as a scribe and drag it 
around the inside or the outside of the device to pro 
duce the outline on the ground. 

After the outline above described has been made, the 
frame is rotated 180° about the hinge means H to pro 
duce the other half of the batters‘ box. In this new posi 
tion. the user again scribes around the base 12, cross 
member 24, and legs 14 and 26 that are now positioned 
farthest from the batters’ box B so that the outer pe~ 
riphery of the outline coincides with the desired center 
line of the striping of the batters‘ box that is to be pro 
duced. Thereafter the apparatus is lifted from the 
ground and a conventional line striping machine is run 
over the outline of the ground to produce the striped 
batters‘ box. 

It will be understood that the batters‘ box on the 
other side of the home plate B is produced in a similar 
manner by positioning the length 18 of the gauge bar 
16 against the opposite side of the home plate B and 
with the hinge pins 36 stuck into the ground when the 
bar is so positioned. The frame is rotated l80° as was 
done previously to give the total imprint for the other 
batters‘ box. Preferably the imprints of both batters‘ 
boxes are first made and the device moved free and 
clear of the ?eld. Thereafter the lime striper is used to 
outline both batters‘ boxes without interruption. 
The regulation batters‘ boxes of some leagues differ 

in width from those required in other leagues. The 
frame of the present invention can be made adjustable 
in width, and in the preferred embodiment shown in the 
drawings. the cross member 24, the stiffening member 
40, and the base member 12 are made adjustable so 
that they can vary in length from 18 inches to 24 
inches. The frame can therefore be used to make bat 
ters' boxes varying in width from 3 feet to 4 feet. FIG. 
5 of the drawings shows the construction used for the 
base leg 12, and stiffening member 40, and it will be un 
derstood that a similar construction is used for the 
cross member 24. 

in the embodiment shown, these members are made 
in two sections (split) and the two sections are joined 
by a short section of tubing 42 which acts as tubular 
dowel over which the sections of the appropriate cross 
member are telescoped. One end of the dowel tube 42 
has an opening 44 therethrough which is aligned with 
another opening that extends through the short section 
of the base 12 or stiffening member 40. as the case may 
be. A suitable machine bolt 48 extends through the 
aligned openings 44 and 46 and is fastened in place for 
a more or less permanent retention of the dowel tube 
42. The other end of the dowel pin 42 is provided with 
at least two holes 50 and 52 therethrough which are 6 
inches apart. The sections of the member 12 or 40, as 
the case may be, which is telescoped over the dowel 
tube 42 is provided with an opening 54 that is aligned 
with one of the openings 50 and 52, and another ma 
chine bolt 56 is inserted through the aligned openings. 
in the embodiment shown. the openings 50 and 54 are 
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aligned to provide a width of l8 inches for forming a 
batters‘ box 3 feet wide. 

It will now be seen that the invention has made it pos 
sible to produce batters‘ boxes of various sizes using an 
outlining device having a size that is a fraction of the 
size of a batters‘ box. The problem of shifting and mis— 
match are prevented by the hinge means which pre 
vents movement while the frame is being rotated. This 
is particularly so, when the user places his foot upon 
the leg 14 on which the hinge means 34 is mounted be 
fore the frame is rotated. 

It will now be apparent that the objects heretofore 
enumerated, as well as others. have been accomplished 
and that there has been provided a new and improved 
means for outlining a baseball batters’ box with a de 
vice that is a fraction of the size of the batters’ box to 
be made; and which overcomes the problems that have 
prevented the art heretofore from using a pattern. 
While the invention has been described in consider 

able detail. I do not wish to be limited to the particular 
embodiment shown and described, and it is my inten 
tion to cover hereby all novel adaptations. modifica 
tions, and arrangements thereof which come within the 
practice of those skilled in the art to which the inven 
tion relates and which are covered by the appended 
claims. 

I claim: 
1. A transportable device for use in making a baseball 

batters’ box outline comprising: a U-shaped base frame 
having a pair of generally parallel legs connected by an 
end cross member, a pair of spaced apart pins hinged 
to one leg of said base frame, a gauge bar generally par 
allcl to said legs and spaced to the side of said other leg 
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6 
opposite from said one leg. means connecting said 
gauge bar to said other leg, a U-shaped closure frame 
having a pair of generally parallel legs connected by an 
end cross member. said frames being positioned with 
their legs extending towards each other's base. and 
means slidably connecting said legs of said closure 
frame to respective legs of said base frame. 

2. The device of claim 1 wherein said legs of said base 
frame are hollow and said legs of said closure frame 
slide therein, and said device including means for lock 
ing said legs of said closure frame against sliding. and 
movement with respect to said respective legs of said 
base frame. 

3. The device of claim 2 wherein said hollow legs of 
said base frame are tubular and have a cross section 
that is generally round. 

4. The device of claim 2 wherein said means for lock 
ing said legs against endwise movement comprises at 
least one hole through a leg of the base frame, a pin for 
inserting through said hole, and an indentation in the 
cooperating leg of said closure frame adapted to re 
ceive said pin, said indentation in said cooperating leg 
being constructed and arranged to automatically pro 
vide a predetermined length between said end cross 
members when said indentation in said closure frame 
is aligned with said hole in said base frame. 

5. The device of claim 4 having a plurality of spaced 
holes in said leg of said base frame whereby a number 
of respective size batters‘ box outlines can be provided 
by aligning said indentation with respective ones of said 
holes in said base frame. 

* ‘I * * * 


