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FINGER-TIP WRITING INSTRUMENT 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

This invention deals with a writing instrument which 
can be mounted by the user on a ?nger, especially on 
the index ?nger. Such a writing instrument is highly 
useful, especially for those individuals who are con 
stantly engaged in careful reading and checking. Such 
people normally put down and pick up a writing instru 
ment many times during the day. For such persons it is 
highly desirable to have a writing instrument ?xed onto 
a ?nger in such a way that it leaves the rest of the hand 
free for activities other than merely holding the pen for 
writing and permits the user to resume his writing task 
without having to search for his writing implement. 

PRIOR ART 

The idea of a writing implement which is press fit 
onto the finger of the user or writer is known in the art 
from such patents as the following: 

Australian Patent No. 158,264 King 
U.S. Patent No. 281,525 Lane 

" " 488,945 Nelson 
" " 504,918 Geissinger 
" " 684,685 Gerst 

" " 2,151,846 Greneker 
" " 2,509,837 Niizawa 

” " 3,048,149 Guttman 

All of this prior art is deficient and has failed to pro 
duce an instrument which is comfortable to use. All of 
this prior art has used completely rigid structures of rel 
atively short lengths. This has required considerable 
pressure to ?t the instrument to the finger so that it 
does not lossen. Even then, the press ?t as used in the 
prior art loosens quickly with the instrument thereafter 
slipping off readily from the ?nger. Further, the exces— 
sive pressure necessary to get retention of the writing 
instrument on the finger causes great discomfort when 
such prior art devices are used. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

All of the prior art devices have failed in several re 
spects. To be a useful ?nger-tip writing implement at 
least two essential criteria must be met. Firstly, the fin 
ger~tip implement must readily permit the ?nger to be 
inserted therein and secondly, to securely fasten the 
implement to the finger by a press ?t. This is most read 
ily accomplished by having a ?nger-tip implement of 
suf?cient elongation that a substantial portion of the 
?nger is inserted into the writing implement so that the 
press fit occurs over a larger surface area and thereby 
securely mounts the device on the ?nger. 

If such an elongated writing implement is used, and 
if it is made of a rigid structure it will be seen that the 
portion of the finger which is inserted into the imple 
ment will be maintained substantially straight and will 
be constrained in conformity with the rigid inner sur 
face area of the writing instrument. It is well known 
that in writing the index finger is normally bent some 
what at the various joints. To the extent that rigidity is 
imposed on the ?nger, especially during the period 
when writing occurs, there will be caused considerable 
discomfort to the user. Additionally, if the ?nger is 
maintained in a rigid position the user, will also be dis 
comforted and constrained in the other uses of ‘the ?n 
ger during non-writing periods. 
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2 
In accordance with this invention there is provided a 

somewhat elongated ?nger-tip writing implement 
which gives a secure press ?t and which is constructed. 
at least in part, of a ?exible material to permit a greater 
area of press ?t onto the finger and at the same time the 
?exing of the ?nger when the writing instrument is 
pressed into place. The ?exible material is one which 
is known in the art, and may preferably be one which 
is not only ?exible but which also has some elasticity or 
give. 
The length to which the ?nger need be inserted to 

achieve a secure engagement of the ?nger to the writ 
ing implement has been found preferably to be one 
where the writing implement base encircles the ?nger 
at a distance at least substantially past the first joint of 
the ?nger. 
Since the ?ngers of different individuals vary in 

thickness, width and length, it is contemplated, as one 
aspect of this invention, that various sizes of ?exible 
?nger-tip implements be made. Thus, there could be 
small, medium and large adult sizes available permit 
ting the user to choose the size writing instrument 
which more adequately gives the proper ?t and com 
fort. In this manner there could be a child’s small, me 
dium and large size for similar choice by children. 

It is further contemplated as another aspect of this 
invention that the writing instrument can be con 
structed of portions of varying ?exibility. Thus, as an 
example, the instrument into which the finger is in 
serted has longitudinal portions of moderately ?exible 
structure interspersed with portions of extremely flexi 
ble structure. Such a structure permits a stretching ef 
fect when the ?nger is inserted into the writing instru 
ment and achieves a snug ?t onto the ?nger. The fact 
that a substantial portion of the instrument is of some 
?exibility in all directions permits the ?exing of the ?n 
ger joints at a right angle to the longitudinal axis of the 
writing instrument as required in the normal writing op 
eration. 

In another modification of this invention the writing 
portion of this ?nger-tip instrument is of the conven 
tional ball point type or of the conventional felt tip 
type. It is well known how to fashion and manufacture 
such writing tips and the inks they use. For purposes of 
having these writing tips ?xedly attached to the writing 
end portion of the writing instrument of this invention, 
a portion of the writing end of the finger-tip instrument 
is constructed of a rigid substance which is integral with 
or attached to the ?exible portion of the ?nger-tip in 
strument. 

In another modi?cation of this invention the writing 
point in the writing portion of the instrument is at a po 
sition at a distance off from the center. In this manner 
the writing tip is in a downward position when the ?n 
ger-tip instrument is placed on the ?nger with the writ~ 
ing portion down. This position makes writing easier. 
The downward position of the ?nger-tip pen conforms 
to the natural need for the position of the writing point 
in the art of writing. Furthermore, this permits the user 
to turn the instrument with the writing tip in an upward 
or sideward position when the user wants to see the ?n 
ger for other purposes and not write with the instru 
ment. 

In a further embodiment of the invention an ex 
tremely ?exible ?nger-tip instrument is provided. This 
is especially useful for those people who require the ?n 
ger-tip instrument to be in continuous use for long peri 
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ods of time. For such individuals it is essential that the 
?nger-tip instrument be ?rmly and securely press tit 
and there be minimum discomfort to the user while at 
the same time giving the user full ?nger joint flexibility, 
not only for writing purposes, but for all other purposes 
for which the ?nger may be required. This aspect of the 
invention is achieved by having at least some part of the 
?nger-tip instrument ribbed or corrugated. Such corru 
gations are solely on the inside surfaces of the ?nger-tip 
instrument which engages the ?nger. Such corrugations 
may also be throughout the instrument so that ?exibil 
ity is not only achieved by the ?exible nature of the ma 
terial used to make the finger-tip instrument but also by 
the manner in which the instrument is constructed. 
Since the ?nger-tip instrument can be used for writ 

ing in different colors, as is well known in the art, the 
nature of the external appearance of the instrument 
can be matched or color coded to the color of the ink 
so that the user knows the color to be deposited by the 
instrument. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The invention comprises an elongated body portion 
which is adapted to fit onto the end of a ?nger in the 
same manner as a sewing thimble is placed on a ?nger. 
The body portion is preferably made of a ?exible plas 
tic material so that it is automatically adjustable to ?n 
gers of different thicknesses. A pen mechanism, prefer 
ably of the conventional ball type or felt tip is mounted 
at the lower end of the body member and is connected 
to a reservoir in the body member holding a suitable 
supply of ink. 

In the drawing: ( 
FIG. Us a perspective view of the ?nger-tip pen;. 
FIG. 2 is a side elevational view of the ?nger-tip pen. 
FIG. 3 is a front view and FIG. 4 is a rear view of the 

?nger-tip pen. 
FIG. 5 is a sectional plan view of the ?nger-tip pen 

taken through line 5-5 of FIG. 2. 
FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional side view taken through 

line 6—6 of FIG. 5. 
FIG. 7 is a side elevational view of a modification of 

the ?nger-tip pen shown in FIGS. 1 to 6. 
FIG. 8 and FIG. 9 are modifications of the ?nger~tip 

pen shown in FIG. 2. 
FIG. 10 is a modi?cation of FIG. 3. 
FIG. 11 is a sectional plan view taken through lines 

11-—11 of FIG. 10. 
FIG. 12 shows a perspective view of a further modifi 

cation of the finger-tip pen. 
Referring more specifically to the drawings, wherein 

like parts are designated by the same numerals, there 
is shown embodiments of this invention. 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the ?nger-tip pen 10 

seated on the index ?nger of the hand in a writing posi 
tion. In FIG. 2 there is shown a side elevational view of 
the pen 10 with an elongated body portion 17 which is 
adapted to ?t on the end of a ?nger in much the same 
manner as a sewing thimble. The writing means 15 is 
shown at the tip of the body portion 17. 
As shown in FIG. 6, which a cross-sectional side view 

of FIG. 5 taken through line 6—6, the thin walls of the 
?nger-tip pen constitute a large reservoir area 19 for an 
ink supply. 
The modi?cation in FIG. 7 shows, as a side eleva 

tional view, a ?nger-tip pen 110, similar to the pen of 
FIGS. 1 to 6, wherein the writing means 115 are not at 
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4 
the tip of the pen but are adjacent to the tip or end of 
the ?nger-tip pen 110. 
The modi?cation of FIG. 8 shows a finger-tip pen 

210, similar to the pen shown in FIG. 2, with corruga 
tions or ribs 218 on the internal surface to provide a 
maximum press ?t to the ?nger. 
The ?nger-tip pen 10 of FIG. 2 may be further modi 

?ed as in FIG. 9 with both internal corrugations 318 
and external corrugations 320 so as to provide maxi 
mum ?exibility. 
The sectional plan view of FIG. 11 of the ?nger-tip 

pen 410 taken through lines 1l—ll of FIG. 10 shows 
longitudinal portions 412 of extremely ?exible struc 
ture interspersed throughout the ?nger-tip pen hous 
mg. 
FIG. 12 shows a perspective view of the ?nger-tip 

pen 410 with no opposing longitudinal members pres 
ent. 
Referring more speci?cally to FIGS. 1 to 6 of the 

drawing, there is shown a preferred embodiment of this 
invention. The elongated body portion 17 is made of a 
?exible material and is preferably of a somewhat coni 
cal shape, with the writing means 15 at the apex of the 
cone. When the ?nger is inserted, it engages the inner 
surface of the writing instrument. In this embodiment 
the elongated body of the writing instrument com 
prises, at least in part, of opposed longitudinal mem 
bers 13, 14. The larger and longer member 13 ?ts in an 
are over the top of the ?nger. This is opposed by a nar 
rower and shorter member 14 to embrace the under 
side of the ?nger. The height and width of the channel 
opening 21 between the members may be made to dif 
ferent widths and length and, if desired, can be entirely 
absent as shown in perspective view of FIG. 10 or FIG. 
12 which are modifications of the pen shown in FIGS. 
l-6. 
When no opposing longitudinal members are present, 

the elongated body portion more closely resembles a 
completed conically shaped structure with the writing 
means 415 of FIGS. 10 and 12, respectively, at the apex 
of the cone. It is preferred that the body portion 417 be 
made of a somewhat more ?exible material than that 
used when the opposing longitudinal members are pres 
ent. This more ?exible material permits a more ready 
insertion, of the ?nger in this instance where no provi 
sion for channels are made. ' 

I claim: 
1. In a ?nger-tip writing instrument comprising an 

elongated body portion adapted to fit on the end of a 
?nger through one end and provided with writing 
means at the other end, said body portion including a 
hollow portion wherein a supply of ink is stored, ‘said 
ink supply being in communication with said writing 
means, the improvement wherein said body portion is 
formed of a material adapted to ?ex in use, and 
wherein said body portion consists at least in part of op 
posed~ longitudinal members, said opposed members 
forming channels comprising a longer upper member 
arced to encompass the top side of said finger and an 
opposed shorter lower member arced to encompassthe 
lower side of said ?nger, said upper member being of 
such length as to cover the ?rst joint of said ?nger. 

2. A ?nger-tip writing instrument according to claim 
1 wherein said body portion consists of a plastic mate 
rial. ‘ -* 

3. A ?nger-tip writing instrument according to claim 
2 wherein said writing means comprise a ball-point pen. 
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4. A ?nger-tip writing instrument according to claim 
2 wherein said writing means comprise a felt tip pen. 

5. A finger-tip writing instrument according to claim 
2 wherin said body portion comprises at least one longi 
tudinal area of extremely ?exible and highly resilient 
material to permit stretching of said body when the ?n 
ger is inserted, providing thereby a snug press ?t on the 
inserted finger. 

6. A ?nger-tip writing instrument according to claim 
2 wherein said body portion is corrugated on at least a 
portion of said inner surface to provide increased fric 
tional engagement of said writing instrument and said 
?nger. 
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7. A ?nger-tip writing instrument according to claim 

6 wherein said body portion is also corrugated on at 
least a portion of said outer surface to provide areas of 
extreme ?exibility at a right angle to the longitudinal 
axisof the instrument and at positions of ?exing of the 
joints of ‘the ?nger. 

8. A ?nger-tip writing instrument according to claim 
1 wherein said body portion is of a suf?cient width and 
length to extend a distance beyond the ?rst joint of the 
?nger when the ?nger is inserted into said writing in 
strument. 

* * a: * * 


