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[57] ABSTRACT 
A sign facing assembly having a plurality of panels of 
extruded plastic material wherein eachpanel is releas 
ably attached to an adjacent panel by an interposed 
elongated T-shaped member and slidably ?tted C 
shaped locking member which contacts each of said 
adjacent panels and said T-shaped member. 

6 Claims, 4 Drawing Figures 
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SIGN FACING ASSEMBLY 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to sign facings or mar 
quees. In particular, the present invention relates to a 
sign facing assembly which may be easily assembled or 
disassembled as a whole or in part. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

An object of the present invention is to provide a sign 
facing assembly that may be easily assembled and/or 
disassembled either as a whole or in part. 

It is a further object of the present invention to pro 
vide a sign facing assembly having parts that may be 
easily produced by plastic extrusion technology. 

It is another object of the present invention to pro 
vide a sign facing assembly having means thereon for 
holding characters or other indicia. ' 

It is another object of the present invention to pro 
vide a sign facing assembly which may be produced in 
any reasonable dimensions. ' 

' BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a top front perspective view of the sign fac 
ing of the present invention having sections broken 
away; 
FIG. 2 is a top perspective view of a panel of said sign 

facing shown in FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a view taken along the line 3-—3 of FIG. 1; 

and 
FIG. 4 is a view taken along the line 4—4 of FIG. 3. 

DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

In the following description, like numerals with prime 
notations (’) indicate like parts. 
Referring primarily to FIG. 1 it will be seen that the 

sign facing of the present invention, indicated at 10, is 
basically comprised of three major parts - facing panels 
12, 12', etc., T-shaped ribs 14 and C-shaped interlock 
ing members 16. As additionally shown in- FIG. 1, a 
character track 18 may also be provided for supporting 
characters 20 or other indicia if desired. 
As shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, the facing panels 12, 12’, 

etc., are elongated members having each of the sides 22 
and 24 respectively curled rearwardly in a plane per 
pendicular to the front 26 of the panel 12. Additionally, 
the extreme outer edges 28 and 30 of the panel 12 are 
directed inwardly of the sides 22 and 24 so as to face 
each other in a plane parallel to the front 26 of the 
panel 12. 

Referring now to FIGS. 1 and 3, it will be noted that 
each panel 12, 12', etc., of the sign facing 10 is sepa 
rated from-its adjoining panel by the presence of inter 
posed T-shaped ribs 14. The ribs 14 are elongated T 
shaped members which are disposed between panels 12 
and 12' adjacent the sides 24 and 22’ thereof, respec 
tively. The main flange 32 of the T-shaped members ex 
tends forwardly of the panel faces 12 and 12', while the 
cross member 34, which forms the top of the T, is posi 
tioned perpendicular to the ‘main flange 32 rearwardly 
of the panels 12 and 12' in such a manner that the un 
dersurfaces of the cross member 34 are disposed adja 
cent to the inwardly turned edges 30 and 28' of the 
panels 12-and 12’, respectively. As best seen in FIGS. 
1 and 4, the main flange 32 of the ribs 14 is provided 
with a series of grooves or notches 36, which are basi 
cally L-shaped, disposed at varying intervals through 
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out the length of said ribs 14. These notches 36 extend 
from the front edge of the ?ange 32 to a point approxi 
mately equal to the plane in which the front of panels 
12 and 12' lie. 
As is also clearly shown in FIGS. 1 and 3, the sign fac 

ing assembly is basically completed by the presence of 
the C-shaped interlocking members 16. As shown, 
these members are also elongated members which are 
disposed in contact with the ribs 14 and the panels 12 
and 12’. Speci?cally, the innermost surface of the C 
shaped interlocking members 16 18 in contact with the 
rearward surface of the cross member 34 of the rib 14, 
while the turned-in ends of the interlocking members 
16 are in contact with the underside of the edges 30 
and 28' of panels 12 and 12’. In this manner, the panels 
12, 12’, etc., of the sign facing 10 are joined together 
to form a single unit. 
As shown in FIGS. 1 and 4, the character track 18, 

which is optionally provided, is essentially in the con 
?guration of a Z. The lower end 38 of the track 18 is 
designed for slidable engagement with the notches 36 
so as to position the track across the width of the sign 
assembly. When said track 18 is so positioned, the 
outer end 40 thereof extends upwardly in a plane ap 
proximately parallel to the facing 26 of each panel 12, 
12’, etc., a predetermined distance x therefrom, 
thereby forming a pocket. Characters 20 or other indi 
cia may be then placed in the pocket formed by the 
track 18 and supported against the facing 26- of the sign 
assembly 10, as shown in FIG. 1, or they may be sus 
pended from the track 18 by clips or the like (not 
shown) affixed to the rear surface of the characters 20. 
As should be clear to those skilled in the art, the sign 

facing of the present invention may be easily and 
quickly assembled and disassembled either as a whole 
or in part. In assembling the sign facing, two panels (or 
more) 12 and 12' are positioned adjacent T-shaped rib 
14 in the manner shown in FIG. 3. Once the panels and 
the rib are so positioned, the C-shaped interlocking 
member 16 is slid into clamping contact with the panel 
edges 24 and 22’ and the rib 14. With the panels, ribs 
and interlocking member in place, the track 18 may be 
added to the structure if desired by simply inserting the 
same through the notches 36 formed in the ribs 14. 

In that it should be clear that disassembly of the sign 
facing is as easily accomplished as the assembly, it 
should also be clear that due to the simplicity of assem 
bly and disassembly a major advantage is obtained in 
that should one or more of the panels be destroyed or 
made otherwise undesirable, said panel or panels may 
be easily replaced without the necessity of disassem 
bling the complete sign. 
The sign facing assembly of the present invention is 

ideally suited for manufacture by the use of plastic ex 
trusion technology. Speci?cally, each major part 
thereof may be produced by either plastic sheet extru 
sion or profile extrusion technology. While the draw 
ings disclose a panel width of not too large an overall 
dimension, such width may be easily enlarged by the 
use of larger sheet extrusion dies. However, those 
skilled in the art will recognize that extremely large 
panel widths should be strengthened at appropriate in 
tervals by the addition of extruded integral reinforcing 

; v , ribs. 

While any sheet extrudable plastic material may be 
used in the manufacture of the parts of the sign facing 
of the present invention, it is preferable that transpar 
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ent or translucent thermoplastic materials such as the 
acrylics and the polycarbonate plastics be employed. 
That which is claimed is: 
1. A sign facing assembly comprising a plurality of 

panels, said panels having each side thereof directed 
rearwardly is a plane substantially perpendicular to the 
front of said panel and having its extreme edges di 
rected inwardly of each side so as to face each other, 
a T-shaped rib interposed between and abutting the 
sides of adjacent panels, said T-shaped rib having its 
main ?ange extending forwardly toward the front of 
said panels, a C-shaped interlocking member disposed 
in contact with the cross member of said T-shaped rib 
and the edges of said adjacent panels to thereby hold 
said adjacent panels together as a single unit and means 
for supporting characters or other indicia including a 
track disposed across the width of said sign facing as 
sembly affixed to the main ?anges of said T-shaped 
ribs. 
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2. The sign facing assembly of claim 1 wherein said 

edges of said panels are disposed in a plane substan 
tially parallel to the front of said panels. 

3. The sign facing assembly of claim 1 wherein said 
means for supporting characters or other indicia also 
includes a plurality of notches provided in the main 
?anges of said ribs and disposed at varying intervals 
throughout the length of each of said ribs, said track 
being disposed in said notches across the width of said 
sign facing assembly. 

4. The sign facing assembly of claim 1 wherein said 
panels are produced from an at least translucent ther- > 
moplastic material. 

5. The sign facing assembly of claim 4 wherein said 
thermoplastic material is a polycarbonate plastic. 

6. The sign facing assembly of claim 4 wherein said 
thermoplastic material is an acrylic plastic. 

* * * * * 


