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[57] ABSTRACT 
A bench seat for a household dining nook, restaurant 
dining booth or the like. The bench seat has seat and 
back rest members or cushions which are removable 
to facilitate movement of the bench seat from one lo 
cation to another. The bench seat frame may contain 
a storage receptacle below the seat cushion to which 
access is provided by removal of the seat cushion. The 
back rest cushion is vertically movable between a 
lower position of use wherein it contacts the seat cush 
ion to hold the latter in position on the seat frame and 
an elevated retracted position wherein it releases the 
seat cushion for removal from the frame. 

3 Claims, 4 Drawing Figures 
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BENCH SEAT 

BACKGROUND oF THE-INVENTION 
1. Field of the Invention ‘ ' ; 

This invention relates generally to'furniture and more 
particularly to a novel bench seat for a‘household din 
ing nook, restaurant dining booth or the like. . _. 

2. Discussion of the Prior Art , 
Household dining nooks, restaurant dining booths 

and the like have a bench seat with a seat cushion sup 
ported on the bench seat frame. Mounted on theframe 
along the rear edge of and rising above the seat cushion 
is a backrest cushion. Examples of such bench seats are 
disclosed in my copending application, Ser. No. 
281,322, now abandoned which application describes 
the bench seat in combination with a tilt table which is 
pivotally attached to the seat frame for swinging be 
tween a normal position of use wherein the table rests 
on the floor and an elevated cleaning positionwherein 
the table is elevated above the floor to facilitate clean 
ing the floor below the table. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

This invention provides a novel bench seat of the 
class described whose seat and backrest members or 
cushions are removable from the seat frame to facili 
tate movement of the bench seat from one location to 
another. The seat frame may contain a storage space or 
receptacle below the seat cushion having a top opening 
which is closed by the latter cushion. Removal of the 
seat cushion provides access to the storage receptacle 
for placement of articles in and removal of articles 
from the receptacle. 
According to an important feature of the invention, 

the backrest cushion is vertically movable or adjustable 
between a lower position of use and an upper retracted 
position. In its lower use position, the lower edge of the 
backrest cushion rests on the rear edge of the seat cush 
ion to hold the latter cushion in position on the seat 
frame. Elevation of the backrest cushion releases the 
seat cushion for removal from the seat frame. Removal 
of the backrest cushion from the seat frame is accom 
plished by elevation of this cushion above its upper seat 
cushion releasing retracted position. The bench seat is 
disclosed in conjunction with a tilt table of the kind de 
scribed in my copending application Ser. No. 281,322. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a top plan view of a tilt table dining nook 
0r booth embodying an improved bench seat according 
to the invention; 
FIG. 2 is an enlarged section taken on line 2—2 in 

FIG. 1'. 
FIG. 3 is an enlarged section taken on line 3—3 in 

FIG. 2', and 
FIG. 4 is an enlarged section taken on line 4—4 in 

FIG. 2. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

The dining nook or booth 10 illustrated in the draw 
ings comprises a generally L-shaped bench seat 12 ac 
cording to the invention and a tilt table 14 like that de 
scribed in my copending application Ser. No. 281,322. 
Bench seat 12 has a base frame 16 with front and rear 

walls 18, 20, end walls 22 (only one shown), and a bot— 
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2 
tom wall 24 de?ning a storage space or receptacle 26 
within the frame. This storage space has a top opening 
28. Removably supported on the frame 16 and closing 
the frame opening 28 is a seat member or cushion 30. 
The illustrated bench seat :12 and its seat cushion have 
generally L-shapes. The cushion may be a one-piece, 
L-shaped cushion although the cushion is preferably 
constructed in three separate sections 30a, 30b, 300 
which are individually removable from the seat frame. 
Each cushion section has a frame 32 including a de 
pending bottom shoulder formation 34 which ?ts close 
within the top opening 28 of the seat frame 16 to posi 
tion the cushion section relativeto the frame. 
Supported on the rear frame wall 20 and rising above 

the seat cushion 30 is a backrest member or cushion 
36. This backrest cushion has essentially the same gen 
erally L-shape in top plan view as the bench seat 12 and 
seat cushion 30 and, like the seat cushion, may be con 
structed in one piece as three separate sections 30a, 
36b, 36c. 
Backrest cushion 36 is slidably supported on vertical 

supporting members 38 rigidly secured at their lower 
ends to the back wall 20 of the seat frame 16 at posi 
tions spaced along the rear edge of the seat cushion 30. 
If the backrest is constructed in separate sections, each 
section is supported by at least two support members. 
These support members ?t slidably within socket-like 
openings 40 in the backrest, such that the backrest 
cushion may be raised and lowered relative to the seat 
cushion as well as removed from the seat frame. 
The backrest cushion 36 normally occupies its lower 

position of use shown in FIG. 2. In this position, the 
lower edge of the backrest cushion rests on the rear 
edge of the seat cushion 30 to hold the seat cushion in 
position on the seat frame 16. The backrest cushion is 
slidable upwardly on the support members 38 to an ele 
vated retracted position wherein the lower cushion 
edge is spaced from the seat cushion 30 to release the 
latter for removal from the frame. The backrest cush 
ion is also removable from the frame by elevating this 
cushion above its retracted position and the upper ends 
of the support members. 
The seat cushion 30 is removable to provide access 

to the storage space 26. The seat and backrest cushions 
are both removable to facilitate movement of the 
bench seat from one location to another. 
The tilt table 14 is essentially identical to that shown 

in my copending application Ser. No. 281,322 and 
hence need not be described in elaborate detail. Suffice 
it to say that the table has an L-shaped base 42 formed 
from tubular members 44 or the like having upturned 
rear ends 46 attached by hinges 48 to the front wall 18 
of the bench seat frame 16. Rigidly secured to and ris 
ing from the base 42 are supporting columns 50. A 
table top 52 is attached to the upper ends of these col 
umns. 

Table 14 is swingable between its solid line position 
of use and its broken line cleaning position of FIG. 2. 
In use position, the table base 42 rests on the ?oor 54 
to position the table top 52 horizontally in front of the 
bench seat. In its elevated cleaning position, the table 
inclines rearwardly over the seat with the table base 42 
elevated above the ?oor to facilitate cleaning of the 
?oor. 
What is claimed as new in support of Letters Patent 

is: 
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l. A bench seat comprising a hollow rectangular backrest member in said use position of said back 
frame having front, rear and end walls forming a stor- rest member. 
age receptacle with a top opening: ' v 3. A bench ‘seat comprising a hollow rectangular 

a Seat member removably Supported atop Said frame frame having front, rear and end walls forming a stor 
with said seat member resting on the upper edges 5 age receptacle with a top opening: 
of at least certain of said frame walls'and including . 
a lower depending shoulder formation projecting 
into said opening for locating said seat member rel 
ative to said frame, 

a seat member removably supported atop said frame 
‘ with said seat member resting on the upper edges 
of said front and rear frame walls and including a 
lower depeding shoulder formation projecting into 

a backrest ,‘gember alogg the gear edge of and “5mg 10 i said opening for locating said seat member relative 
a oveksard tseat rzezn er, an t_ ‘d b k to said frame’ ‘. 

mfsgilbgf onclasif; frgritzijrsgxég?zzilemiitrait a backrest 'member along the rear edge of and rising 
. . . . . _ above said s at me e , 

tally independently of and without moving said seat e. ‘Pb r _ 
. . . means supporting said backrest member on said 

member between a lower position of use wherein 15 f f . . _ 
the lower edge of said backrest member contacts rame or Vemcal movement mdepenqéntly of'sald 

the rear edge of said seat member to hold the seat Segt ‘Pemhbe’l betwegn a flovlderbpolimon of use 
member in seating contact with the upper edges of W erem t f: Ower e ge 0 Sa‘ ac rest member 
said certain frame walls and thereby retain the seat FOntaFt'S Sa'd Sea} member to hold the seat member 
member in position on said frame and an elevated 20 m P°§ltlon 0“ sflld flame and an elevated renamed 
retracted position wherein the seat member contin- posmonl where!“ Sa'd backrest {nember 15 spacffd 
ues to rest in the upper edges of said certain frame from 531d seat member to PermIt removal of 531d 
walls and said backrest member is spaced from said ‘Seat memtfer, and _ ' ' _ 
seat member to permit removal of said seat mem- Sald Supporting means compnsmg uprlghlsupportmg 
bet 7 25 members secured at their lower ends to the rear 

2, A bench seat according to claim 1 wherein; side of said rear frame wall and slidably supporting 
said seat member and backrest member include cush- said backrest member for movement between said 

ions which contact one another along the rear edge use and retracted positions. 
of said seat member and the lower edge of said ‘ * * * * * 
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