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[57] ABSTRACT 
Illuminated display device in which a bulb is sup 
ported above a battery case solely by a vertical self 
supporting, stiff, bare wire. A second insulated wire 
completes an electrical circuit between the bulb and 
the battery case. A transparent or translucent plastic 
sleeve surrounds the bulb and wires and is press-?tted 
around the battery case. Suitable indicia such as greet 
ing card information may be disposed on the plastic 
sleeve and illuminated internally by the bulbv 

1 Claim, 4 Drawing Figures 
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ILLUMINATED DECORATIVE DISPLAY 
This invention relates to internally lighted display de 

vices. More particularly, it relates to an internally 
lighted display having an exterior sleeve upon which 
indicia may be disposed and the presentation enhanced 
by internal lighting. 
Devices have previously been proposed in which an 

outer surface is illuminated interiorly by a bulb which 
may be battery powered. In all prior devices the bulb 
is supported on the base of the device or from a rigid 
housing extending upwardly from the base. The present 
invention provides a display device wherein the bulb is 
supported solely by one or more of the wires forming 
a part of the electrical circuit between the bulb and the 
source of electrical power. In the preferred embodi 
ment the bulb is supported by a single, relatively stiff, 
bare wire such as No. l8 grade copper wire. The sec 
ond wire for completing an electrical circuit can be a 
thin ?exible insulated wire which may be conveniently 
wrapped around the bare, stiff supporting wire. The re 
sult is an efficient but simple and inexpensive mecha 
nism for lighting any desired display. 

In the preferred embodiment the wire and bulb are 
surrounded by a translucent or transparent ?exible 
plastic sleeve. A suitable display contemplated for the 
sleeve is greeting card information. In distinction with 
prior art devices, the sleeve or cylinder surrounding the 
bulb and wire provides no structural support for the 
bulb or other part of the display device. The sleeve of 
this invention is not designed for use as or capable of 
being a load bearing surface. Here again the result is a 
very simple and inexpensive means for providing a dec 
orative and/or informational display. 

In the preferred embodiment the self-supporting bare 
wire extends upwardly from a housing or battery case. 
The sleeve is designed to be press-?tted around the bat’ 
tery case and is removable therefrom for access to the 
battery case, wires and bulb. The removability feature 
of the sleeve provides the opportunity for use of a plu 
rality of sleeves on the same display foundation. Each 
of the plurality of sleeves can be designed with different 
indicia thereon. 
With respect to the accompanying drawings: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the display device of 

this invention wherein a bulb and re?ector therefor are 
supported by a single bare wire; 
FIG. 2 is a perspective view of an alternate embodi 

ment in which a pair of bulbs at differing elevations is 
supported by two bare wires; 

FIG. 3 is an end sectional view of the device of FIG. 
] showing the battery case with batteries contained 
therein in relation to the sleeve; 
FIG. 4 is a side view with parts broken away of an al 

ternative socket and re?ector arrangement for the bulb 
used in the display of this invention. 
With respect to the drawings, in the embodiment of 

FIGS. 1 and 3. there is shown a base 10 formed from 
a box 1] whose bottom is open and which opening may 
be covered by a cap 12. Batteries 13 and 14 are con 
tained within box 11. It will be appreciated that other 
forms of electrical energy source may be utilized such 
as the commonly used wafer type cells. Supported and 
disposed generally vertically on base 10 is a relatively 
stiff or rigid copper wire 15. Wire 15 is bare and with 
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out insulation. Preferably coiled or otherwise disposed 
adjacent to wire 15 is a relatively thin ?exible insulated 
wire 16. Suspended at the upper end of rigid wire 15 is 
a bulb socket and re?ector 17 which has a bulb (not 
shown) contained therein. Wires 15 and 16 complete 
an electrical circuit between the bulb and batteries 13 
and 14. If desired, a conventional switch actuated by 
handle 18 may be disposed within battery case 10 for 
making and breaking an electrical circuit between bat 
teries 13 and 14 and the bulb within re?ector and 
socket l7. 
Surrounding re?ector and socket 17, wires 15 and 

16, and battery case 10 is an elliptical clear plastic 
sleeve 19. Sleeve 19 is open at its upper end and press 
?tted about box 11 of battery case 10 at its lower end. 
Sleeve 19 may be removably retained in place by mat 
ing engagement with upwardly turned lip 20 of cap 12. 
Sleeve 19 may have disposed on its surfaces any desired 
display information or indicia such as greeting card 
phrases and/or colorful decorative presentations. 

In the alternative embodiment of FIG. 2, a plurality 
of re?ector-sockets and bulbs shown generally at 21 
and 22 are employed at different elevations above the 
base. In this embodiment a pair of bare self-supporting 
copper wires 23 and 24 are employed for completing 
an electrical circuit between both bulbs and batteries 
(not shown) within the base or battery case 25. A more 
uniform and increased illumination is thereby pro 
vided. Re?ector socket and bulb 22 are supported by 
two short bare copper wires 26 and 27. Wires 26 and 
27 are twisted about vertical copper wires 23 and 24, 
respectively. for completion of the electrical circuit 
and for support of re?ector socket and bulb 22. 
The alternative embodiment of FIG. 4 provides a 

technique by which costs for the display device can be 
reduced even further. In this embodiment a translucent 
light diffusing plastic housing or shade 28 is employed 
and supported on selfsupporting bare copper wire 29. 
In this embodiment a separate socket for the bulb is 
eliminatedv Instead copper wire 29 is twisted to form a 
coiled portion 30 at its end. A bulb may be inserted 
within coiled portion 30 and an electrical circuit com 
pleted through an insulated ?exible wire 31. Wire 31 
may be conveniently coiled about bare copper wire 29. 
Flexible wire 31 terminates and is disposed at the cen 
ter of coiled portion 30. The end of wire 31 is free of 
insulation at 32 so as to make contact with the end of 
a bulb which may be inserted within coiled portion 30. 
This embodiment of FIG. 4 may be substituted for the 
re?ector and bulb combinations 17. 21 and 22. 

I claim: 
1. An illuminated display device comprising: a rect 

angular battery case, a self-supporting electrically con 
ductive wire extending upwardly from said battery 
case, a bulb supported over said base solely by said wire 
in electrical communication therewith. and a light 
transmitting ?exible plastic elliptical sleeve press-?tted 
on the four vertical edges of said battery case to en 
close the case. wire. and bulb while being spaced apart 
from said wire and bulb, said bulb positioned to trans 
mit light through substantially the entire surface of said 
sleeve including that portion enclosing said battery 
case . 
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