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[57] ABSTRACT 
The embodiment of the invention disclosed herein is 
directed to a sensing device for determining the pas 
sage of high velocity, relatively small articles such as 
seeds being planted through high volume automatic 
planting apparatus used by farmers. The sensing de 
vice has a pair of spaced apart ultrasonic transducer 
elements, one acting as a transmitter and the other 
acting as a receiver. The driving circuit for the trans 
mitting transducer has a feedback path coupled to the 
receiving ampli?er of the receiving transducer. The 
pair of transducers, together with their respective driv 
ing and receiving circuits, form a closed loop oscilla 
tor circuit which includes the air gap between the 
transmitting and receiving elements. The spacing be 
tween the transmitting and receiving elements is main 
tained an integral number of half wavelengths to pro 
vide maximum sensitivity to high velocity small arti 
cles passing therebetween. 

14 Claims, 3 Drawing Figures 
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ULTRASONIC SENSOR 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates generally to improvements in 
the structure of sensing devices used primarily for de 
tecting the passage of high velocity, relatively small ar 
ticles, and more particularly to a seed sensing device, 
and its combination of circuitry, that provide substan 
tial useful improvements over existing seed sensing de' 
vices which are now commonly used in the agricultural 
?eld. However, it will be understood that while this in 
vention is directed particularly to devices used in the 
?eld of seed planting, the specific device and circuitry 
disclosed herein can be used in other allied fields such 
as sensing the passage of projectiles through a given re 
gion or the like. 
The seed sensing device and its associated circuitry 

disclosed herein can be used on seed monitoring appa 
ratus similar to that disclosed in Pat. No. 3,723,989 is 
sued Mar. 27, 1973 and assigned to the same assignee 
of record. This patent is directed to an electronic 
planter monitor to which the output signal from the cir 
cuitry illustrated herein can be coupled to provide a di 
rect readout of the seed population being planted. 
As is well-known, a farmer engaged in mechanized 

planting of various seeds utilizes a planting machine 
pulled behind a tractor. Such planting machines usually 
include a plurality of spaced apart planting devices 
each supplied with seed from a separate hopper or con 
tainer so that a plurality of rows of seeds may be 
planted at one time. The planting equipment used be 
fore the development of the disclosure set forth in the 
above-mentioned patent make it dif?cult if not impos 
sible for a farmer to determine the actual number of 
seeds over a given area or seed population being 
planted. With the development of the structure set 
forth in said patent this is now possible. However, the 
power requirements for such prior art sensing devices 
are relatively high, sometimes in the order of 600 milli 
watts or more for each sensor. Furthermore, the high 
reliablity of the previous planting apparatus required 
that the seeds be focused through the discharge chute 
through a relatively small cross sectional area so that a 
photoelectric detecting system could be used to detect 
the passage of the seed. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Accordingly, it is an object of this invention to pro 
vide a new and improved sensing device which is capa 
ble of detecting the passage of high velocity, relatively 
small articles such as seeds passing through a planting 
apparatus with a high degree of reliability and accu 
racy. 

Still another object of the present invention is to pro 
vide a new and improved seed sensing device which op 
erates on substantially less power consumption than de 
vices heretofore utilized, thereby making it possible for 
self-contained battery power supplies to be used at 
each seed sensor. 

Still another object of this invention is to provide a 
new and improved seed sensing device which is capable 
of detecting the passage of seed through an opening of 
relatively large cross sectional area, thereby eliminat~ 
ing the need for focusing of the seed passage to a rela 
tively small cross sectional area. 

Brie?y, the seed sensing device of this invention in 
cludes a pair of piezoelectric ceramic elements secured 
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2 
to opposite sides of a seed dispensing chute. One of the 
piezoelectric elements functions as a transmitting de 
vice while the other of the piezoelectric elements func 
tions as a receiving device. A driving circuit is coupled 
to the transmitting device and a receiving circuit is cou 
pled to the receiving device with a coupling between 
the driving circuit and receiving circuit functioning as 
a feedback circuit. The combination of driving, receiv 
ing and coupling circuits, together with the piezoelec 
tric devices and the air gap therebetween, function to 
form a self-sustained oscillator operating at a predeter 
mined frequency. The wavelength of the ultrasonic en 
ergy passing between the piezoelectric devices is deter 
mined by the velocity of propagation divided by the fre 
quency. The distance between the transmitting device 
and receiving device is maintained an integral number 
of half wavelengths to insure maximum sensitivity of 
the overall circuit configuration so that the slightest 
change in frequency and/or coupling can be detected. 
Therefore, articles passing between the transmitting 
and receiving piezoelectric devices, which cause a 
slight change in frequency of the circuit, can be de 
tected even at relatively high velocities. The output of 
the receiving circuit is also coupled to a pulse-forming 
circuit which produces a count output signal which can 
be delivered to any suitable readout counter circuit or 
device to provide seed count information. 
Many other objects, features and advantages of this 

invention will be more fully realized and understood 
from the following detailed description when taken in 
conjunction with the accompanying drawings wherein 
like reference numerals throughout the various views 
of the drawings are intended to designate similar ele 
ments or components. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. I is a schematic circuit diagram of the circuitry 
used in conjunction with the sensing device of this in 
vention; 
FIG. 2 is a fragmentary sectional view illustrating the 

mounting ofa pair of piezoelectric ceramic elements to 
a seed discharge chute so as to maintain the distance 
between the elements an integral number of half wave 
lengths; and 
FIG. 3 is a waveform which illustrates that the dis 

tance D of FIG. 2 is maintained an integral number of 
half wavelengths. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE ILLUSTRATED 
EMBODIMENT 

Referring now to the drawings, there is seen a seed 
sensing device for detecting the passage of high veloc 
ity seeds through a chute. FIG. 1 of the disclosure illus 
trates the circuit schematic diagram of the device and 
is designated generally by reference numeral 10. The 
circuit con?guration 10 shows a pair of spaced apart 
piezoelectric transducer elements 11 and 12 which 
function as a transmitting ultrasonic device and a re 
ceiving ultrasonic device, respectively. In the illus 
trated embodiment the ceramic elements 11 and I2 are 
mass-loaded piezoelectric devices. The spacing 13 be 
tween the piezoelectric devices is arranged to receive 
a plurality of successive high velocity seeds designated 
generally by reference numeral 14. The passage of each 
seed between the transmitting and receiving devices 
produces a change in the output amplitude of a re 
ceiver ampli?er circuit 16. This change in output am 
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plitude is sensed at a circuit point 17 which, in turn, is 
capacitive coupled to an output transistor 18 through 
a capacitor 19. 
The transmitting ultrasonic transducer element 11 is 

driven by a driver ampli?er circuit arrangement 20 
which is connected thereto over a line 2i. The combi 
nation of the driver circuit 20 and the receiver circuit 
16 together with the transmitting and receiving ultran 
sonic transducer elements 11 and 12, respectively, and 
the air gap 13 therebetween function as a closed loop 
oscillator circuit. The feedback for the oscillator circuit 
is obtainted from circuit point 17 back to the input of 
the driver stage 20 through a resistor 22. This feedback 
is coupled to the base electrode of a pair of transistor 
elements 23 and 24 through their respective base cou 
pling capacitors 26 and 27. Transistors 23 and 24 are 
operated as a push-pull ampli?er stage to provide driv 
ing power for the ultransonic transducer element 11. 
The emitter of transistor 23 is connected to one end of 
a filter capacitor 25. 
‘Operating bias potential for transistors 23 and 24 is 

obtained from a 6 volt source connected to terminal 28 
which, in turn, has resistor 29 connected thereto for ap 
plying bias voltage to the base electrode of transistor 
23. Bias voltage is applied to the base electrode of tran 
sistor 24 through a resistor 30 which, in turn, forms a 
voltage divider network with a resistor 31 having the 
other end thereof connected to ground potential. The 
junction between the collectorelectrodes of transistors 
23 and 24, therefore, provides the output which is cou 
pled to ultrasonic transducer element 11 over the line 
21. 
The receiver ampli?er circuit 16 is here illustrated as 

formed by a pair of direct current coupled transistors 
in a darlington configuration as illustrated by reference 
numeral 33. While a single conventional unit can be 
used, i.e., a single container having two transistors con 
nected as shown in the schematic, it will be understood 
that two separate transistor elements can be used to 
form the darlington circuit con?guration. Furthermore, 
it will be understood that operational ampli?ers or 
other high gain amplifier circuits can be used. Operat 
ing voltage for the receiver ampli?er state 16 is ob 
tained from a circuit point 34 which, in turn, is con 
nected to the collector electrodes of the darlington 
transistor con?guration through a resistor 36. Base bias 
voltage is applied to the circuit through a resistor 37. 
The output transistor 18 receives the alternating cur 

rent voltage from circuit point 17, which may be in the 
order of about 80 KHZ, and recti?es this voltage be 
tween the base emitter junction. This, together with a 
DC bias developed across capacitor 19 and a resistor 
38, will cause transistor 18 to be rendered conductive 
so that the output terminal 40 thereof is substantially 
at ground potential. A reduction of coupling energy be 
tween the transmitting device ll and the receiving de 
vice 12 will cause a reduction in the ampli?ed signal at 
terminal point 17 which, in turn, will render transistor 
18 substantially instantaneously nonconductive to pro 
duce a positive potential pulse at output terminal 40. 
This positive potential pulse is developed across a load 
resistor 41 connected to a power supply terminal 42. 
The positive output pulse is then coupled to a readout 
device 44 which may take the form of the readout de 
vice disclosed in my US. Pat. No. 3,723,989 for elec 
tronic planter monitoring devices. 
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4 
Most advantageously, the seed chute through which 

the seeds are directed en route to be planted provides 
a support area, designated generally by reference nu 
meral 50 of FIG. 2, so that the ultrasonic transducer el~ 
ements l1 and 12 are ?xedly supported a distance D 
apart. As the seed 14 passes through the support por 
tion of the chute, the ultrasonic ?eld is disturbed to 
produce the output signal necessary for rendering tran 
sistor l8 nonconductive. FIG. 3 illustrates that the dis 
tance D is maintained an integral number of half wave 
lengths of the ultrasonic energy so that maximum ef? 
ciency of coupling between the transmitting element 11 
and receiving element 12 is maintained. This integral 
number of half wavelengths of the spacing l3 substan 
tially increases the sensitivity of the overall oscillator 
circuit so that high velocity, relatively small articles 
passing therethrough will produce a detectable change 
at circuit point 17. While FIG. 3 illustrates seven half 
wavelengths or three and one-half full wavelengths of 
the transmitting energy as corresponding to the dis 
tance D, it will be understood that any suitable number 
of half wavelengths may be utilized. 

In the illustrated embodiment, at the frequency of 80 
KHz, one half wavelength corresponds to approxi 
mately eighty thousandths of an inch. This dimension 
is determined by the product of the frequency and the 
velocity of propagation of the ultrasonic energy be 
tween the transmitter element ll and the receiver ele 
ment 12. 
The support structure 50 of FIG. 2 may be a tubular 

structure, round or rectangular in con?guration, and 
providing diametrically opposed wall portions 51 and 
52. The piezoelectric elements 11 and 12 are secured 
to the wall portions 51 and 52, respectively, so that 
their transmitting and receiving surfaces 11a and 120, 
respectively, are spaced apart but in an opposing rela 
tion to one another. When the support structure 50 is 
formed of a rectangular tube, the entire space between 
the piezoelectric elements 11 and 12 is sensitive to the 
passage of seeds and, therefore, provides a substantial 
increase in reliability of the structure. Furthermore, the 
circuit illustrated herein will operate from a power 
source of approximately 4 milliwatts, this being readily 
obtained from a small 6 volt battery. A power source 
formed from a plurality of penlight cells to obtain 6 
volts may operate the illustrated circuit continuously 
for 24 hours a day for a period of 2 months. The seed 
sensing apparatus illustrated herein also is relatively 
low in cost as compared to some of the prior art struc 
tures. 

While a single speci?c embodiment of the present in 
vention has been illustrated herein, it will be under 
stood that variations and modi?cations may be effected 
without departing from the spirit and scope of the novel 
concepts disclosed and claimed herein. 
The invention is claimed as follows: 
1. In a sensing device for determining the passage of 

high velocity, relatively small articles, the combination 
comprising: ultrasonic transducer means having an ul 
trasonic transmitting portion and an ultrasonic receiv 
ing portion, said transmitting portion radiating ultra 
sonic energy having a predetermined wavelength which 
is determined by the velocity of propagation of the ul 
trasonic signal divided by the frequency between said 
transmitting portion and said receiving portion, support 
means for receiving and holding said transmitting por 
tion and said receiving portion and maintaining a spac 
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ing therebetween, said spacing being an integral num 
ber of half wavelengths of said predetermined wave 
length, amplifier means coupled to said receiving por 
tion of said ultrasonic means to produce an output sig 
nal corresponding to the signal received from said 
transmitting portion and output means coupled to said 
ampli?er means to produce a count signal in response 
to a change in amplitude of said output signal, whereby 
high velocity, relatively small articles passing between 
said transmitting and receiving portions will produce a 
change in amplitude of said output signal to correspond 
to said count signal. 

2. In the sensing device for determining the passage 
of high velocity, relatively small articles as set forth in 
claim I wherein said support means is a guide chute 
adapted to receive seeds therethrough as they are being 
planted, said output means being coupled to a count 
readout device which provides a readout as to the num 
ber of seeds that have been planted. 

3. In the sensing device for determining the passage 
of high velocity, relatively small articles as set forth in 
claim 2 wherein said transmitting and receiving por 
tions are separate and discrete elements spaced apart 
from one another and which have their respective radi 
ating and receiving surfaces facing one another. 

4. In the sensing device for determining the passage 
of high velocity. relatively small articles as set forth in 
claim 3 wherein said discrete spaced apart elements are 
mass-loaded piezoelectric ceramic elements. 

5. In the sensing device for determining the passage 
of high velocity, relatively small articles as set forth in 
claim I wherein said change in amplitude of said output 
signal is a decrease in amplitude. 

6. In the sensing device for determining the passage 
of high velocity, relatively small articles as set forth in 
claim I wherein said ampli?er means is formed by a 
pair of direct current coupled transistors. 

7. In the sensing device for determining the passage 
of high velocity, relatively small articles as set forth in 
claim 6 wherein said direct current coupled transistors 
have their collector electrodes tied together and the 
emitter electrode of one transistor directly connected 
to the base electrode of the other transistor. 

8. In the sensing device for determining the passage 
of high velocity, relatively small articles as set forth in 
claim I further including drive amplifier means cou 
pled to said transmitting portion of said ultrasonic 
transducer means, said ampli?er means having the out 
put thereof coupled to the input of said drive amplifier 
to provide a closed loop oscillator circuit including said 
transmitting portion, said receiving portion, said ampli 
?er means and said driver ampli?er. 

9. In the sensing device for determining the passage 
of high velocity, relatively small articles as set forth in 
claim I wherein said output means is a transistor having 
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6 
base, emitter and collector electrodes, said base elec 
trode coupled to said ampli?er means to receive said 
output signal and bias the base emitter junction of said 
transistor to render the transistor conductive, said 
change in amplitude of said. output signal rendering 
said transistor nonconductive to produce said count 
signal. 

10. In the sensing device for determining the passage 
of high velocity, relatively small articles as set forth in 
claim 9 wherein said transistor is coupled to said output 
means through a capacitor. 

11. In a sensing device for determining the passage of 
high velocity, relatively small articles the combination 
comprising: a ?rst ultrasonic transducer means for 
transmitting ultrasonic wave energy therefrom, a drive 
circuit coupled to said ?rst ultrasonic transducer means 
for driving the same at a predetermined output fre 
quency, second ultrasonic transducer means spaced 
from said ?rst ultrasonic transducer means for receiv 
ing output signals therefrom over an air gap therebe 
tween, a receiving circuit coupled to said second ultra 
sonic transducer means for receiving and amplifying 
the ultrasonic signals sensed thereby, a circuit point 
connected to the output of said receiving circuit, said 
circuit point having an ampli?ed signal applied thereto 
from said receiving circuit, coupling circuit means be 
tween said output circuit point and the input of said 
driver circuit to provide a feedback path thereto, said 
output circuit point also being coupled to readout 
means, said ?rst ultrasonic transducer element, said 
driver circuit, said second ultrasonic transducer ele 
ment, said receiver circuit, said coupling circuit means 
and said gap forming a closed loop oscillator circuit op 
erating at said predetermined frequency. 

12. In the sensing device for determining the passage 
of high velocity, relatively small articles as set forth in 
claim 11 wherein said driver circuit is a push-pull am 
pli?er circuit, and wherein said receiver circuit is 
formed by a pair of direct current coupled transistors 
having their collector electrodes tied together and the 
emitter electrode of one transistor direct current cou 
pled to the base electrode of the other transistor. 

13. In the sensing device for determining the passage 
of high velocity, relatively small articles as set forth in 
claim 12 wherein said ?rst and second ultrasonic trans 
ducer means are mass-loaded piezoelectric ceramic el 
ements. 

14. In the sensing device for determining the passage 
of high velocity, relatively small articles as set forth in 
claim 11 wherein the dimension of said gap between 
said ?rst and second ultrasonic transducer elements is 
an integral number of half wavelengths of said prede 
termined frequency. 

* * * * a 


