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[5 7] ABSTRACT 

The present invention comprises a combination boat 
hook and mooring apparatus having a longitudinally 
extending tubular handle with. a transversely disposed 
T-head at one end and with a stiff ?exible cord ex 
tending through the tubular handle and forming a loop 
adjacent to the T-head end with the opposite end of 
the ?exible cord extending out of the opposite end of 
the handle to provide a means for closing the loop 
formed by the cord adjacent the T~head end. 

1 Claim, 1 Drawing Figure 
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COMBINATION BOAT HOOK AND MOORING 
APPARATUS 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
The present invention relates to devices for fending 

off and also for securing to a pier or piling for mooring 
a boat thereto. 

2. Description of the Prior Art 
Operators of small pleasure craft, both sail and 

power, have long been faced with the problem of safely 
and easily bringing their boats to a stop adjacent a 
dock, pier or piling and then mooring or securing the 
boat thereto with suitable dock lines. It is particularly 
difficult to maneuver a small sailboat without power or 

even a small power boat with only a single engine in 
close quarters a slow speeds where steerage is severely 
limited and in many instances requires the presence of 
a person on the dock to receive a line thrown from the 
boat or to throw a line to someone on the deck of the 
boat to assist in bringing the boat safely to the dock. 
There are multiple hazards to the foredeck hand who 
attempts to fend a moving boat off of a dock when the 
boat is moving too fast to safely dock as well as hazards 
involved when a person leaps from the deck to the dock 
and attempts to handle an approaching boat. And of 
course, even with all hands safe, if the boat is travelling 
too fast there is a risk of substantial serious damage ei 
ther to the hull of the craft or to the dock or pier in the 
event of a collision. 

The prior art has generally provided either a loose 
line which one can cast or throw either to someone on 

the dock or attempt to loop around a projecting pylon 
or piling and thereby have a means for securing the 
boat. Alternatively, many boats are equipped with boat 
hooks which are long—handled devices with which one 
can grapple for a piling and/or fend the boat off of the 
piling. However, with this device, no means is provided 
for quickly and easily securing the boat to the piling. 
Various prior art devices have been provided for secur 
ing the boat to a piling such as the mooring device of 
De .long, US. Pat. No. 3,224,404 or the device of Sti 
pek, US. Pat. No. 3,677,597, each ofwhich has certain 
inherent disadvantages. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention provides a new and improved 
combination boat hook and mooring apparatus which 
enables a deck hand to quickly, easily and accurately 
secure a line to a piling or pylon on the first pass and, 
if necessary, also fend off the boat from such piling or 
mooring so as to enable the boat to be brought quickly 
and safely to the dock. Such apparatus includes a longi 
tudinally extending handle having a boat hook or grap 
pling device affixed at one end thereof and also having 
a stiff ?exible loop formed adjacent the grapple so that 
the loop may be placed over the exposed end of the pil 
ing and the grapple used to hold the boat away from the 
piling while the line forming the loop is closed to secure 
the line to the piling. Such line extends through the 
handle and projects beyond the opposite end from the 
grapple so as to enable the deck hand to either tighten 
or release the loop as he may desire while holding the 
boat in a desired position relative to the piling with the 
grapple at the end of the handle. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The drawing is an isometric view partly in section 
showing the combination boat hook and mooring de 
vice with the stiff ?exible line extending therethrough 
and forming a noose or loop which encircles a piling. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

As shown in the drawing, the combination boat hook 
and mooring apparatus of the present invention com 
prises a longitudinally extending hollow tubular handle 
10 having a handle H at one end 10a and a T—shaped 
head T rigidly affixed at the opposite end 10b of such 
longitudinally extending hollow tubular member. The 
T~shaped head includes a cross member 11 which has 
rearwardly projecting members Ila adjacent the oppo 
site ends of the transverse extending member 11 which 
project toward the handle end 10a to provide hook-like 
devices for grappling or engaging a pier or dock or the 
like. As shown in the drawing, the transverse member 
11 as well as the rearwardly projecting end Ila are 
formed of ?at stock having a substantially rectangular 
cross-section. However, it will be appreciated that such 
members may have other configurations. Further, as 
shown in the drawing, a suitable opening 11b is pro 
vided in the transversely extending portion 11 for re‘ 
ceiving the end of the tubular member 10 for securing 
such transverse member 11 thereto. The end member 
11 may be affixed by welding, gluing, threading or 
other suitable means so as to rigidly secure it to the end 
of the tubular handle 10. 
As shown, the tubular member 10 is provided with a 

gripping handle 13 affixed adjacent the opposite end 
1017 of such tubular handle 10 to facilitate manually 
gripping the tubular handle 10. 
Also as shown in the drawing, a relatively stiff yet 

?exible line 12 extends through the passage 100 in the 
hollow tubular handle member 10 with one end 12a se 
cured around the tubular handle 10 near the grapple 
member 11. The opposite end of the line 12b extends 
out of the opposite end of the tubular handle 10!) and 
is either provided with a loop or a knot or other means 
to prevent the end of the line 12b from being drawn 
into the passage 10c. Further, as shown in the drawing, 
a portion of the line 12 is formed into a loop or noose 
12c which is adapted to be looped around a piling or 
dock post P for securing such line 12 thereto. 

It will be appreciated that with the apparatus of the 
present invention, a foredeck hand standing on the 
deck of a boat which is approaching a dock may grip 
the handle portion I3 and hold ‘the boat hook 10 so that 
the end 11 projects or extends away from the hull of the 
craft and place the noose or loop 12c over the open end 
of the post or piling P. Thereafter, the deck hand can 
pull the loop or opposite end 12!) of the line I2 and 
thereby close the loop 12c so as to snugly secure the 
line 12 around the post P. Further, it will be appreci 
ated that with the crossbar or grapple member 11 af 
fixed rigidly to one end of the handle 10, the apparatus 
of the present invention may be manipulated by the 
foredeck hand or the person on the boat so as to hold 
the hull of the boat away from the piling P and thereby 
prevent a collision or ramming of the boat hull against 
the piling or a dock supported thereby, 

Further, it will be appreciated that with the apparatus 
of the present invention, one may be virtually assured 
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of successfully securing the loop 120 to the piling P on 
the first pass and thereby avoid the difficulties which 
frequently follow when one misses in the initial attempt 
to secure a line to a piling. Also, it will be appreciated 
that with the apparatus of this invention, once the loop 
120 has been secured to the piling, the opposite end 
12h can be tied to a cleat or other device on the deck 

of the boat (not shown) and thereby provide a means 
for holding the hull of the boat away from the piling so 
as to prevent undesirable scratching or scarring of the 
hull by rubbing against the dock or piling to which it is 
moored. ' 

Also, it will be appreciated that the relatively stiff yet 
?exible line 12 forms a self-supporting open loop 120 
which does not require other means of support to pro 
vide an open loop adjacent the cross member 11 af 
fixed to the end of the support handle 10. Also, it will 
be appreciated that although the loop 12c is illustrated 
encircling the end of a post or piling P, such apparatus 
may also be used for placing the loop 120 around a 
cleat or other open-ended means to which a line can be 
secured. 
The foregoing disclosure and description of the in 

vention are illustrative and explanatory thereof, and 
various changes in the size, shape and materials as well 
as in the details of the illustrated construction may be 
made without departing from the spirit of the inven 
tion. 

I claim: 

15 

25 

35 

40 

45 

55 

65 

4 
l. A combination boat hook and mooring apparatus 

for securing a small boat to a dock or piling comprising; 
a. a longitudinally extending hollow tubular member 
having a bore extending longitudinally there 
through; 

b. a cross member secured to one end of said longitu 
dinal hollow tubular member and extending trans 
versely thereof to form a T-shaped head on one end 
of said member with rearwardly projecting end 
portions to form a grapple thereon, said cross 
member having a bore extending longitudinally 
therethrough aligned with said tubular member 
bore for forming a continuous longitudinally ex 
tending passageway through said cross member 
and said tubular member; 

0. a line extending through said continuous longitudi 
nally extending passageway of said cross member 
and said tubular member, said line projecting from 
opposite ends thereof, one end of said line secured 
externally to said longitudinally extending hollow 
tubular member with said line being sufficiently 
stiff to form a self-supporting open loop adjacent 
the end of said hollow tubular member at which the 
cross member is affixed and with the opposite end 
of said line projecting from the opposite end of said 
longitudinally extending hollow member to facili 
tate movement of said line longitudinally of said tu 
bular member for closing and opening said loop. 

>l< >l< >l= >l< * 


