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LAMP ADAPTER 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

l. Field of the Invention 
Indirect lighting lamps. A great deal of earlier amen‘ 

tion has been given to lighting fixtures which provide 
both direct and indirect illumination. These fixtures for 
the most part have embodied elaborate electrical fitting 
and switching elements. Thus. the lamps have been 
costly to manufacture and of considerable bulk pre 
cluding their protability: 

2. Description of the Prior Art 
Feder US. Pat. No. 1.369.778 
Fcder L'.S. Pat. No. 3.784.3ll 
In Feder L‘S. Pat. No. 3.784.8ll indirect and direct 

lighting capability was provided by the combination of 
an especial baf?e and a bracket supporting a re?ector 
lamp and a pair ofelectric light bulbs. The unit was es 
sentially a custom made and required fitting to a special 
lamp having three-way switching for the separate re 
?ector lamp and electric light bulb units. 

SL‘MMARY OF THE INVENTION 

According to the prior art. the lamp adapter includes 
a base having at least one socket for support ofan elec 
tric lighting fixture together with electrical connections 
between said socket and a connector such as a conven 
tional threaded male conductor. a reflector lamp sup 
ported in the socket and a baf?c supported above the 
base. so as to direct selectively light from the lighting 
fixture with respect to the base. The lamp adapter is 
characterized by its simplicity of construction and its 
universal adaptability to a conventional electric lamp 
assembly. The lamp shade may be removed from the 
conventional lamp assembly. together with the lamp 
shade supporting harp. Then the present assembly is 
titted into the female light bulb socket. An upper baf?e 
is provided for selective direction of the light and in 
cludes a series of brackets for mounting the lamp shade 
without the necessity for a harp. Since the assembly 
screws into a conventional lamp light bulb socket. the 
lamp conventional light bulb switch may be used. Thus. 
the device does not require special switching elements. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective of the lamp adapter mounted 
within a conventional lamp light socket and supporting 
a conventional lamp shade: 

FIG. 2 is an enlarged. side elevation of the lamp ~ 

adapter‘. 
FIG. 3 is a top plan of the baffle‘. 
FIG. 4 is a transverse section ofthc baffle taken along 

section line 4——-l and showing one ofthe lamp support 
ing notches at the periphery‘. 
FIG. 5 is a transverse section taken along section line 

5-5. and showing the reflector lamp support socket: 
FIG. 6 is a top plan of the base clement. illustrated 

in FIG. 5; 
FIG. 7 is a fragmentary vertical. taken along section 

line 7—7 of FIG. 6. showing the strut support recesses: 
FIG. 8 is a fragmentary elevation. partially in phan 

tom. showing the lamp support notch in the periphery 
of the baffle. as well as the top recess for the support 

strut: and 
FIG. 9 is a side elevation of the lamp adapter. with 

the re?ector lamp disassembled and supported in pack 
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ing or shipping mode intermediate the baffle on the 
lamp base. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

In FIG. I a conventional lamp assembly I0 is illus 
trated. as including conventional electric outlet 12 
which may have a rheostat 88. a light bulb female 
socket H and base 16. The lamp has been modified by 
the insertion of the lamp adapter. illustrated in FIG. 2. 
supporting lamp 20 tinnel elements 25. converging at 
hub 23. As will be apparent the conventional lamp 
shade support harp clemcnt has been removed. since 
the tinnel elements may be supported in appropriate 
notches 76 formed in the outer periphery of baf?e 
frame 68. 
As illustrated in FIG. 2. the lamp adapter includes a 

truncated base element 24. molded such that it pro 
vides lamp socket S6 and a lamp support should 58. As 
illustrated in FIGS. 2. 6. and 7 suitable strut support 
base apertures 64 may be included in the mold. Struts 
68. 70 and the like extend upwardly to the baffle frame 
68 for engagement in corresponding top recess element 
70. 72. and 74. 
The reflector lamp may be ofthe one piece lamp type 

as manufactured by North American Phillips with a 
magnifying surface 48. a silver dull re?ecting surface 
50. a base element 26 and a side prong fixture 28 con 
ventionally engaging side prong socket 30; socket 30 in 
turn may be secured support shoulder 58 by means of 
thread screw 38 or the like. Suitable integral connect 
ing elements 32. 34 may extend to the male threaded 
plug 46. mounted in holder 40. secured within base 
plate 60 by means of brct 48 and nut 44. 
As illustrated in FIGS. 3 and 4 the baffle frame 68 in 

cludes a plurality of inclined louvers 78. aligned with 
the vertical axis of the reflector lamp at an approximate 
angle of 35°. An especial end baffle 82 includes a re 
flecting surface 84 which directs light downwardly 
through the sides of the lamp. 
As will be appreciated. the baffle assembly may be 

rotated such that the indirect light luminating upwardly 
through the baflle is directed appropriately. according 
to the structure or furnishings of the room. For exam 
ple. the baf?e may be directed such that the light is di 
rected at the center ceiling of the room. rather than at 
a side wall or corner. 

Manifestly. the lamp need not necessarily be of the 
rheostat type and the lamp adapter may be controlled 
simply by means of a single transfer switching element 
16. 
As illustrated in FIG. 9. the re?ector lamp may be re 

moved from its side prong socket and inverted for ship 
ment intermediate base 24 and baffle 22. for which 
purposes a swedge or cushionable material 86 may be 
employed. 

Manifestly. various types of electric light bulbs. re 
?ector lamps or fluorescent lights may be employed 
without departing from the spirit of the invention. The 
utilization of the lamp adapter permits the upgrading of 
lighting with the use of a conventional lamp and elimi 
nates the need for costly custom manufacturing. 

I claim: 
1. A lamp adapter comprising: 
A. A base including at least one base socket for sup 

port of an electric bulb fixture. together with an 
electrical connection extending from said socket: 



3.878.390 
3 

B. An exterior male plug contacting said electrical 
connector and extending from said base so as to be 
cngageable with an electric lamp socket: 

C At least one electrical lighting fixture supported in 
said base socket; and 

D. A baffle supported aboye said base. so as to direct 
selectively light from said electric lighting ?xture 
with respect to said base. 

2. A lamp adapter as in claim I in combination with 
a threaded electric light bulb socket into which said 
connector to a source of electricity is fitted. 

3. A lamp adapter as in claim I. wherein said electric 
lighting ?xture is a incandescent light bulb. 
4. A lamp adapter as in claim I wherein said electric 

lighting fixture is a ?uorescent light. 
5. A lamp adapter as in claim 1 wherein said lamp 

electric lighting fixture is a re?ector lamp assembly. 
6. A lamp adapter as in claim 1 said baf?e further in 

cluding: 
i. A strut member. extending upwardly from said 

base; 
ii. A peripheral frame secured to said strut member; 
and 

iii. A plurality of selectively directed baffles. 
7. A lamp adaptor as in claim I. said baffle further 

including: 
i. A strut member. extending upwardly from said 
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base: 

ii. A peripheral frame secured to said strut member; 
iii. A plurality of selectively directed bat'?es; and 
iy. At least one downwardly directed baffle support 

ing said frame. 
8. A lamp adaptor as in claim 2. further in combina 

tion with a lamp shade supported upon said baffle and 
struts. so as to encircle said base. 

9. A lamp adapter in claim 6. said baffle further in 
cluding at its upper periphery a plurality of lamp shade 
t'innel supports. 

10. A lamp adapter as in claim I. said electric lighting 
fixture being positioned so that its axis is at a 35° angle 
with respect to said base and said baf?e being aligned 
parallel with the axis of said lamp. 

l l. A lamp adapter as in claim I. said reflector lamp 
including a side prong connector engaging said socket. 

12. A lamp adapter as in claim 1. said downwardly 
directed baf?e directing light through the sides of said 
lamp shade. 

13. A lamp adapter as in claim 2. wherein said exte 
rior male connector is of the conrentional threaded 
type engageable with a light bulb socket. 
H. A lamp adapter as in claim 2 said lamp including 

a rheostat dimming element. 


