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[57] ABSTRACT 
A briefcase which can be used. when closed, as a 
backrest for the upper or lower portions of a person's 
back, comprises two tray-like rigid compartments. The 
length of the briefcase is greater than its width and. 
when closed, the briefcase tapers along its length with 
the taper being selected so that the closed briefcase 
will comfortably support the back of an individual 
when the case is rested against the back of a seat‘ The 
compartments are hinged together along the length of 
the briefcase and the locking means and handle for 
the briefcase are positioned on the opposite long side 
of the briefcase. 

1 Claim, 4 Drawing Figures 
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COMBINED BRIEFCASE AND BACKREST 

This invention pertains to a briefcase or attache case 
which, when closed, can be used to provide a back sup 
port for a seated person. 
People with back ailments often find that normal 

seating arrangements provide inadequate support for 
the back and, as a result, create discomfort. As a com 
mon example, the soft seats of automobiles can result 
in substantial discomfort to people with back problems, 
particularly after an extended trip. 
The present invention pertains to an attache case or 

briefcase which can be placed behind the back of a 
seated person to provide support for his upper or lower 
back. The briefcase is designed in such a way that it is 
not readily distinguishable from an ordinary briefcase. 
Furthermore, the arrangement of the hardware, such as 
the hinges, handle, and locking means, is such as to 
minimize the possibility of damage to the surface upon 
which the briefcase rests when it is used as a backrest. 
Brie?y, in accordance with the invention, a briefcase 

comprises two tray-like compartments formed of a rel 
atively rigid material. When closed, the two portions 
together form a tapered construction from one short 
end to the other. The briefcase is hinged along its 
length with the handle and locking means located on 
the long wall opposite the hinges. 
The invention is described in detail below with refer 

ence to the drawings, wherein: 
FIG. I is a perspective view showing the briefcase 

supported on a car seat, or the like; 
FIG. 2 is a side sectional view along line 2-—2 of FIG. 

1; 
FIG. 3 is a perspective view showing the briefcase in 

its open position; and 
FIG. 4 is a rear view of the briefcase. 
Referring to the drawings, the briefcase includes two 

complementary tray-like compartments 10A and 10B. 
Compartment 10A includes two short sidewalls l2 and 
14 and two long sidewalls l6 and 18 extending trans 
versely from a bottom panel 21. The height of the walls 
l2, l4, l6 and 18 is the same, and, thus, compartment 
10A is essentially identical to standard briefcase cov 
ers. 

The compartment IOB also includes two short side 
walls 20 and 22 and two long sidewalls 24 and 26. The 
height of short sidewall 22 is greater than that of the 
short sidewall 20 and the interconnecting long side 
walls 24 and 26 are shaped as trapezoids so that the 
compartment 108 is therefore of a tapered construc 
tion. As a result of this construction, and as shown most 
clearly in FIGS. 2 and 4, the angle between the bottom 
panel 28 and short sidewall 20 is greater than ninety de 
grees whereas the angle between the bottom panel 28 
and the short panel 22 is less than 90°, both angles 
being chosen so that the short sidewalls 20 and 22 are 
coplanar with the short sidewalls l2 and 14 and sub 
stantially transverse to bottom panel 21 when the brief 
case is closed. 

In accordance with a principal feature of the inven 
tion, the compartments 10A and 10B are hinged to 
gether along the long sidewalls l8 and 26 by means of 
hinges 30 and 32 which permit the compartments to be 
rotated relative to one another without lateral move 
ment between them. A handle 34 is secured to the op 
posite long sidewall 24 and the two compartments may 
be locked together by means of cooperating lock sets 
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2 
36A, 36B and 38A, 38B. An interior stay 40 may be 
used to enable the briefcase compartments to be held 
open as shown in FIG. 3. 

In FIG. 1, the briefcase is shown resting on the short 
sidewalls l2 and 20 on a car seat 42 or the like. In this 
position, because of the tapered construction the brief 
case will provide substantial support for the upper mid 
dle portion of the back. The width of the narrow end 
of the briefcase should be sufficiently small so that the 
briefcase will comfortably fit between the back of the 
seat and the user’s back. The extent of the taper is se 
lected so that the user will be sitting in a comfortably 
upright position. 

If the position of the briefcase is reversed so that it 
rests on its wider end, the tapered construction will re 
sult in increased support for the lower portion of the 
back. 
The speci?c construction illustrated in FIGS. 1-4 is 

advantageous since, because of the location of the 
hinges, locks and handle, the closed briefcase closely 
resembles a standard briefcase despite its tapered con 
struction. This would not be the case if, as would be ex 
pected, the short endwalls of the two compartments 
were hinged together and the handle and locks located 
in the wider portion of the case. Also, the arrangement 
of the hardware along the long sides of the briefcase re 
sults in less damage to the surfaces of the seat. 
Furthermore, by providing the entire taper in only a 

single compartment (108), the cost of manufacture is 
reduced since only one of the two compartments must 
be specially formed. Also, because of the increased 
height of the short endwall 22, as opposed to a symmet 
rical construction, it is easier to fill the case with pa 
pers. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A combined briefcase and back support compris 

ing ?rst and second tray-like compartments, each of 
the compartments including two short sidewalls and 
two long sidewalls extending from a bottom panel, the 
four sidewalls of one of the compartments being per 
pendicular to the bottom of said one compartment and 
of equal height, the short sidewalls of the other com 
partment being unequal in height, the angle between 
the lower sidewall and the bottom panel of said other 
compartment being greater than 90° and the angle be 
tween the taller‘ sidewall and the bottom panel of said 
other compartment being less than 90°, both angles 
being chosen so that the short sidewalls of said other 
compartment are coplanar with the short sidewalls of 
said one compartment and substantially transverse to 
the bottom panel of said one compartment when the 
briefcase is closed, the dimensions of the long sidewalls 
of said other compartment being selected so that the 
height of the briefcase, when closed, tapers along the 
length of the briefcase, with the extent of the taper 
being chosen to provide comfortable support for the 
back of an individual by permitting the individual to sit 
upright when the briefcase is rested on one of its short 
sides against the back ofa seat or the like, hinge means 
for securing together the compartments permitting ro 
tation of one compartment relative to the other without 
relative lateral movement, said hinge means being 
mounted on contiguous long sidewalls of the two com 
partments, and means for locking the compartments 
together, said locking means being located on the other 
long sidewalls of the compartments. 
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