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[5 7] . 7, ABSTRACT 

An illuminated clipboard has a planar base, a spring 
clip at one’end for holding paper on the base and a 
light source at the edge of the base for shining light on 
the paper. ,A battery housing located beneath the 
spring clip also serves as a stand for the board. 

4 ,Claims, 8 Drawing Figures 
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ILLUMINATED CUPBOARD 
This invention relates to an illuminated clipboard and 

more particularly to an illuminated clipboard having a 
light source mounted at one side of the board. 
Conventional clipboards which are comprised of a 

flat board with a spring biased clip at one end are 
widely used as portable writing surfaces. Such devices 
are used for temporarily holding papers which must be 
either read or written upon. While the number of uses 
to which clipboards can be put is immeasurable, typical 
uses include students and businessmen making notes, 
policemen filling out reports and taxi cab drivers keep 
ing records of their fares. 
Very often when using clipboards it becomes neces 

sary to provide a light source to illuminate the surface 
of the board so that the user can more readily see that 

which he is reading or writing. For example, when a 
student is attempting to take notes while seated in an 
auditorium, the overhead lights are often dimmed so it 
becomes difficult for the person to see what he is writ 
ing. Similarly, policemen and cab drivers who work at 
night can have difficulty reading from or writing on 
their clipboards unless some additional light is pro 
vided. A proposal has been made in the past to over 
come this problem by providing a clipboard with a 
small self-contained portable light source. This, how 
ever, was not satisfactory. 
This prior proposed device utilized a conventional 

clipboard and a portable light source which was 
adapted to be secured to the clip of the clipboard so 
that the light would shine downwardly across the board 
from the top to the bottom thereof. While this arrange 
ment might have been somewhat useful it would also 
have rather limited applications. Quite often, clip 
boards are used to hold several sheets of paper (such 
as a note pad) which are to be sequentially read or writ 
ten upon. This is normally accomplished by leaving all 
of the sheets beneath the clip and folding each sheet up 
and over the clip to expose the next sheet. Obviously, 
if the light is mounted on the clip it will be covered by 
the first sheet as that sheet is folded upwardly over the 
clip. This first sheet then would prevent the light from 
shining on subsequent sheets. As a result, the prior pro 
posed illuminated clipboards would be useful only 
when a single sheet of paper is to he held under the clip. 
The present invention overcomes the above problem 

and provides a clipboard which is capable of effectively 
illuminating a plurality of sheets of paper one after an 
other even when the sheets are folded over the top of 
the clipboard. This is accomplished by a novel and un 
obvious arrangement of the various elements of the 
clipboard. 
More specifically, the novel illuminated clipboard of 

the present invention comprises a planar base member 
having a spring clip at the upper end thereof for holding 
on the base and a light housing located at one edge of 
the base. In one embodiment of the invention, the light 
housing is elongated and runs substantially along the 
entire edge of the base. The side of the elongated hous 
ing which faces the center of the base is open so that 
the incandescent lamps mounted within the housing 
can illuminate the entire base. Since the spring clip and 
the light housing are perpendicular to one another, 
light from the housing effectively illuminates each 
sheet ofpaper resting on the base even when a previous 
sheet of paper is folded up over the spring clip. 
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2 
In a second embodiment of the invention, the spring 

clip is mounted at the upper end of the base and one 
end of a lamp support member is mounted on the base 
between the end of the spring clip and a side edge of 
the base. The lamp support member extends above the 
upper surface of the base and carries a lamp housing at 
its free end. Since the lamp support member is 
mounted at the edge of the base, light from the housing 
can similarly illuminate each sheet of paper even when 
a previous sheet is folded up over the spring clip. 
Further details of the novel features of the present 

invention will become apparent from a consideration of 
the following description taken in conjunction with the 
accompanying drawings which illustrate presently pre 
ferred forms of the invention; it being understood, how 
ever, that this invention is not limited to the precise ar 
rangements and instrumentalities shown. 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of one embodiment of an 

illuminated clipboard of the present invention; 
FIG. 2 is a sectional view of the light housing taken 

along lines 2--2 of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a sectional view of the spring clip and bat 

tery housing taken along lines 3—3 of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 4 is a sectional view of the same but taken along 

lines 4-4 of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 5 is a sectional view taken along lines 5—-5 of 

FIG. I and showing a switch for operating the lights; 
FIG. 6 is a perspective view of a second embodiment 

of an illuminated clipboard of the present invention; 
FIG. 7 is a sectional view of the spring clip, lamp sup 

port base and battery housing taken along lines 7—7 of 
FIG. 6, and 
FIG. 8 is a bottom view of the upper end of the clip 

board of FIG. 6 showing the modi?ed battery housing. 
Referring now to the drawings in detail, wherein like 

. numerals indicate like elements, there is shown in FIG. 
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1 one embodiment of an illuminated clipboard con 
structed according to the principles of the present in 
vention and generally indicated at I0. The clipboard is 
comprised of a substantially planar rectangular base 
member 12 having an upper writing surface II and a 
bottom surface 13. An elongated clip member 14 
which is used to hold paper 15 or the like on the clip 
board is pivotally mounted at the upper end of the clip 
board by way of flanges 16 and 16' and screws I8 and 
18’. Screws l8 and 18’ are secured to the base member 
12 through the upper end 42 of the battery housing, as 
will be more fully described below. A spring member 
20 (FIGS. 3 and 4) secured by rivet 22 to the base 12 
acts to bias the clip downwardly towards the base so 
that it can securely hold paper I5. Stop members 17, 
shown in FIG. I, are used to align the papers on the 
clipboard and keep them near the center of the board. 
To the left of these stop members 17 is mounted an 

elongated light housing 24. This housing comprises an 
upper wall 28 and a side wall 26. Mounted within the 
light housing 24 and securely fastenedthereto are a 
plurality of miniature lamp sockets 32 which are 
adapted to support miniature incandescant bulbs 34. It 
should be noted that while two such bulbs and sockets 
are illustrated, this is by way of example only. Obvi 
ously, the number of lamps or bulbs utilized will de 
pend on the power of each bulb and the amount of light 
desired. In order to more efficiently utilize the light 
from each of the bulbs 34, and to more evenly distrib 
ute this light across the writing surface I], the inside 
surface 30 of the light housing 24 is coated with a light 



3,87 
3 

reflecting material 31. Electrical power to the bulbs is 
supplied by wires 36 which are embedded in the base 
12 as shown at 38 in FIG. 2. These wires supply power 
from a plurality ofdry cells mounted in battery housing 
40 located beneath spring clip 14 at the upper end of 
base 12. 

Battery housing 40, as best sen in FIG. 3, comprises 
an upper semi-cylindrical member 42 and a lower sepa 
rable semi-cylindrical member 44. Upper semi 
cylindrical member 42 has side walls 46, 46' and lower 
semi-cylindrical member 44 has corresponding side 
walls 48. 48’. These two semi-cylindrical members are 
held together by screws 50 and 50’ which pass through 
transverse bores in the side walls. The end of each of 
the screws 50 and 50’ is covered with a protective coat 
ing of rubber-like material 52 and 52’. These rubber~ 
like coatings 52 and 52’ serve to protect the surface on 
which the clipboard may rest from being scratched by 
the heads of screws 50 and 50’. As shown in FIGS. 1 
and 3, lower semi-cylindrical member 44 lies entirely 
below the lower surface 13 of base 12. As a result, 
lower semi-cylindrical member 44 functions as a stand 
for the upper part of the clipboard and consequently 
causes the board to slant slightly downwardly when it 
is placed on a ?at surface. This is highly desireable 
since it makes writing easier. 
Upper semi-cylindrical member 42, however, ex 

tends both above and below the base 12. The extension 
below, aids in the alignment of the two semi-cylindrical 
members and provides additional height to the lower 
member for increasing the slant described above. And 
the extension above the base 12 serves as a means for 
securing the screws 18 and 18’ which pivotally mount 
the clip 14. 
Located within the battery housing 40 are a plurality 

of dry cells which by way of contacts 54, 56 and wires 
36 provide power to bulbs 34. 
As can best be seen in Flg. 1, the light housing ex 

tends from the bottom edge of the base towards the top 
edge and terminates at a point slightly spaced from the 
top edge of the base. This arrangment provides a con 
venient location for mounting switch 58. Switch 58 
(FlG. 5) is mounted in the top end of side wall 26 and 
is securly fastened thereto by screw nuts 60 and 62. 
Control knob 64 of switch 58, therefore, extends into 
the space above the light housing 24 thus making it eas 
ily accessible. Switch 58 is used to turn bulbs 34 on and 
off. Accordingly, in order to perform this function, 
wires 36 which connect the dry cells to the bulbs 34 are 
first connected to the terminals on switch 58. These 
electrical connections per so are, of course, well known 
in the art and do not form a part of the instant inven 
tion. 

In accordance with the invention, all wires 36 leading 
from the battery housing 40 to the switch 58 and from 
the switch 58 to the bulbs 34 are imbedded in the base 
member 12 as shown at 38 in FIGS. 2 and 5. This can 
be accomplished by either providing the appropriate 
grooves in the board, placing the wires therein and then 
covering the same with a paste or the wires can be ini 
tially molded into the base. In other words the base can 
be molded around the wires. Having the wires 36 im 
bedded in the base 12 serves two important functions. 
Firstly, with fewer wires exposed there is less chance of 
a malfunction due to a broken wire. Secondly, it will be 
recalled that the inside surface 30 of the light housing 
24 is coated with a re?ective covering 31. Since the 
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wires 36 leading to the bulbs 34 are imbedded in base 
12 they do not obstruct the re?ection of light from the 
surface 30 towards the paper 15. This makes the light 
source substantially more efficient. 

FIGS. 6—8 illustrate a modified form of the clipboard 
shown in FIGS. l—5. Many of the elements of this em 
bodiment are, however, similar to like elements of the 
first embodiment and accordingly like numerals have 
been used to indicate these elements. 

In lieu of the elongated light housing 24 mounted 
along the edge of the clipboard, the illuminated clip 
board 110 of this embodiment has a lamp housing 124 
mounted at the free end of a lamp support member 66. 
The other end of lamp support member 66 is secured 
by nuts 68 and 70 to the base 112 at the upper lefthand 
corner thereof. While lamp housing 124 is shown as 
carrying only a single bulb 134, this is by way of exam 
ple only and it should be obvious that the shape of lamp 
housing 124 could be modified to be capable of carry 
ing a plurality of bulbs 134. Similar to the first embodi 
ment, the inside wall 130 of lamp housing 124 is pro 
vided with a re?ective coating 131. Also mounted in 
the base 112 adjacent the lamp support member 66 is 
a switch 158 for turning the bulb 134 on and off. An 
upstanding wall 74 ridigly secured to the base 112 sur 
rounds the base of the lamp support member 66 and 
the switch 158. This vertical wall 74 provides some pro 
tection for the switch 158 and lamp support member 
66. The base 112 is also provided with a cut-out portion 
72 which facilitates the carrying of the board. In addi 
tion, clips 76 are provided adjacent the edge of the 
board for holding pens, pencils, or the like. 
As shown in FIGS. 7 and 8 the battery housing 140 

of this embodiment is similar to the battery housing 40 
of the first embodiment. The bottom semi-cylindrical 
member 144, however, has extensions 144' and 144" 
at one end thereof. These extensions 144'and 144" 
provide a housing on the underside of the base 112 for 
protecting the switch 158, the base of lamp support 
member 66 and the wires 36. 
Although the lamp support member 66 is mounted to 

the base 112 at the upper lefthand corner thereof, lamp 
support member 66 is constructed so that lamp housing 
124 mounted at its free end can be moved to various 
positions. In this way, both the location of the lamp 
housing 124 and the angle at which the light is pro 
jected onto the paper 15 can be changed at will. In 
order to accomplish this, lamp support member 66 is 
constructed of a material which is sufficiently rigid to 
support the lamp housing 124 but which is ?exible 
enough to be easily bent into any desired configuration. 
Lamp support members such as this are well known in 
the art and are commonly referred to as “goosenecks”. 
Alternatively, the lamp support member could include 
a telescoping member pivotably secured at one end to 
the base 112 and at the other end to the lamp housing 
124. This arrangment, per se, is also well known in the 
art and is commonly used with high intensity lamps. 
The base 12 or 112 and housings 24 and 40 or 140 

of the novel clipboard can be manufactured from a 
wide variety of well known fibrous, plastic or metallic 
materials. Preferably, the board is molded from a plas 
tic material and the base 12, or 112, light housing 24 
and upper semi-cylindrical member 42 of the battery 
housing are all integrally molded with one another. It 
should be obvious, however, that the various elements 
could be separately formed or molded and thereafter 
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secured together using any well known processes and 
materials. 
The present invention may be embodied in other spe 

cific forms without departing from the spirit or essen~ 
tial attributes thereof and. accordingly. reference 
should be made to the appended claims. rather than to 
the foregoing specification as indicating the scope of 
the invention. 

1 claim: 
1. An illuminated clipboard comprising a substan 

tially planar base having an upper and lower surface: a 
battery housing mounted on said base adjacent one end 
thereof. said battery housing being comprised of upper 
and lower substantially semi-cylindrical members hav 
ing substantially planar side walls and including means 
for securing said members together, said upper mem 
ber being integral with said base and said lower mem 
ber lying below said surface to provide a stand for said 
base; a spring clip means pivotally mounted to said sub 
stantially planar side walls of said battery housing on 
said upper surface of said battery adjacent said one end 
thereof for holding paper on said upper surface; an 
elongated light housing mounted on said upper surface 
parallel to and adjacent one side edge thereof and 
opening outwardly toward said upper surface; a light 
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6 
source and re?ector means mounted within said hous 
ing and being adapted to illuminate the upper surface 
of said base; means providing electrical connections 
between said battery housing and said light source and 
including switch means adapted to selectively make 
and break said electrical connections; and a plurality of 
upwardly extending stop means positioned on said 
upper surface adjacent the opening of said light hous 
ing for aligning paper placed on said clipboard and for 
preventing said paper from entering said light housing. 

2. An illuminated clipboard as claimed in claim 1 
wherein said base, said light housing and said upper 
semi-cylindrical member are integrally formed from a 
moldable plastic. 

3. An illuminated clipboard as claimed in claim 1 
wherein said light source comprises a plurality of elec 
tric light bulbs and wherein said light housing com 
prises a top wall substantially parallel with said base 
and a perpendicular side wall, said side wall running 
substantially the length of said side edge and having a 
re?ective coating on the inside thereof. 

4. An illuminated clipboard as claimed in claim 1 
wherein said means providing electrical connections 
comprises wires imbedded within said base. 

>l< * * >|= * 


