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[57] ABSTRACT 
A ledge for a swimming pool having side walls and a 
plurality of upright reinforcing posts includes a plural 
ity of ledge segments extending between pairs of posts, 
with each ledge segment having generally complemen 
tary formed ?rst and second end portions. The first 
end portion of each ledge segment is adapted to mate 
with the second end portion of an adjacent ledge seg 
ment and means are provided for pivotally intercon 
necting the ledge segments at the mating end portions 
thereby to permit relative movement between the 
ledge segments so that the angular relation between 
the segments may be varied. One end of each segment 
includes structure for operatively interconnecting that 
end of the ledge segment directly to its associated up 
right post. 

24 Claims, 7 Drawing Figures 
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SWIMMING POOL LEDGE STRUCTURE 

The present invention relates to swimming pool con 
structions, and more particularly to a ledge structure 
for use with above the ground swimming pools. 

In recent years there has been a substantial increase 
in demand for home swimming pools, particularly of 
the above the ground type which are adapted to be in 
stalled or set up by the home owner in a relatively small 
back yard area. Such pools have become extremely 
popular, but suffer from a number of disadvantages 
particularly in that they are relatively difficult to erect. 
Typically, such pools are formed from numerous ele 
ments, including a vinyl plastic ?exible liner, a some 
what ?exible side retaining wall which is normally 
formed of sheet metal or relatively thick plastic, and a 
series of vertical posts or uprights located around the 
periphery of the side wall which serve to reinforce the 
side wall against water pressure on the interior of the 
pool. 

In addition to these elements, the above ground pools 
are normally provided with an edge member or ledge 
which covers the upper edge of the pool’s side wall and, 
when formed of sufficient width, provides a seat about 
the periphery of the pool. Such ledges are typically 
formed of rolled sheet metal or the like, and are diffi 
cult to assemble and secure to the pool. Generally, the 
ledges are secured at their ends between pairs of up 
right posts, with one or more cooperating cap members 
used to cover the abutting edges of the ledge and the 
upper ends of the posts. In order for these various ele 
ments to be properly assembled, the upright posts must 
be spaced in exact relative position to one another so 
that the screw or bolt holes in the ledges, caps, and 
posts are in proper alignment with each other to permit 
proper interconnection between these elements. How 
ever, exact positioning of the uprights is difficult to ac 
complish, particularly in circular or oval pools where 
the upright posts must be arrayed in an arc. 
Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention 

to provide a swimming pool with a ledge structure 
which is substantially simpler to assemble than previ 
ously proposed above the ground pool structures. 
Yet another object of the present invention is to pro 

vide a ledge structure for swimming pools which is rela 
tively inexpensive to manufacture and has substantial 
strength. 
Another object of the present invention is to provide 

a ledge structure which permits the homeowner to ac 
curately assemble a swimming pool having arcuate side 
wall portions. 

In accordance with one aspect of the present inven 
tion, a ledge structure is provided for use with an other 
wise conventional above the ground swimming pool 
having a vertically extending side wall and a plurality 
of vertically extending reinforcing posts located in pre 
determined spaced locations along the outside of the 
side wall. Preferably, the ledge structure consists of a 
plurality ofindividual one piece ledge members each of 
which is formed as a relatively straight elongated frame 
member having first and second end portions which are 
spaced longitudinally from each other a distance sub_ 
stantially equal to the distance between two adjacent 
uprights or posts. The one piece ledge members have 
upper and lower surfaces, with the upper surface defin 
ing a relatively wide seat overlying the upper edge of 
the pool's side wall, and the lower surface thereof in 
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2 
eluding means at the ?rst end portion of the ledge for 
operatively connecting that end portion of the ledge to 
the reinforcing post. In one embodiment of the present 
invention this is accomplished by providing a pocket in 
the lower surface of the ?rst end of the ledge which is 
adapted to receive the upper end of the post. In addi 
tion, the upper surface of the ?rst end portion of the 
ledge and the lower surface of the second end portion 
thereof have generally complementary and mating con 
?gurations so that the second end portion of one ledge 
member is adapted to be directly connected to the first 
end portion of an adjacent ledge member, whereby it 
is supported by that adjacent ledge member on its asso 
ciated post. This mating relationship, in the preferred 
embodiment of the present invention, permits limited 
arcuate movement of the ledge members with respect 
to one another so that slight misalignments made by the 
homeowner in assembling the pool or slight misalign 
ments due to production tolerances can be accommo 
dated by arcuate movement of the ledge members with 
respect to one another during the assembly procedure. 
The above, and other objects, features and advan 

tages of the present invention, will be apparent in the 
following detailed description of an illustrative embodi 
ment thereof which is to be read in connection with the 
accompanying drawings, wherein: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a swimming pool in 

corporating a ledge structure‘ constructed in accor 
dance with the present invention; 
FIG. 2 is an exploded perspective view of a ledge as 

semblly presently used in commercially available pool 
constructions; 
FIG. 3A is an exploded perspective view, similar to 

FIG. 2, of the ledge assembly of the present invention; 
FIG. 3B is a perspective view, with parts broken 

away, of an inverted ledge member constructed in ac 
cordance with the present invention; 
FIG. 4 is a bottom view of a ledge member of the 

present invention, taken along line 4-4 of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 5 is a sectional view taken along line 5-5 of 

FIG. 3A; and ‘ 
FIG. 6 is a sectional view taken along line 6-6 of 

FIG. 3A. 
Referring now to the drawing in detail, and initially 

to FIG. 1 thereof, an above the ground swimming pool 
10 is seen which includes a ledge structure 12 con 
structed in accordance with the present invention. Pool 
10 is generally of conventional construction in that‘it 
includes a flexible side wall 14 which may be formed of 
sheet metal or relatively hard plastic sheeting, and a 
plurality of vertical upright posts 16 spaced in predeter 
mined locations about the periphery of the side wall 14, 
on the exterior thereof. As is conventional, the pool is 
provided with an inner liner 17 whose free edge is 
folded over the top edge 18 of side wall 14, as de 
scribed hereinafter. Liner 17, of course, serves to retain 
water in the pool. 
For illustrative purposes, pool 10 has been shown as 

having a generally oval shape, including semi-circular 
end portions 20 and relatively straight side portions 22. 
However, it is contemplated that the present invention 
may be used in other pool con?gurations and it is par 
ticularly adapted for pool configurations having curved 
side walls, e.g., circular pools. 
As mentioned above, previously proposed pool con 

structions require relatively complex ledge connections 
in order to complete ‘the pool and secure the seating 
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ledge to the upper edge of the side wall and to uprights 
16. One such ledge connectiton of the prior art is 
shown in FIG. 2 for purposes of illustration and for 
comparison with the relatively simple connection pro 
vided by applicant’s invention. Thus, for example in the 
structure shown in FIG. 2, the prior art ledge members 
24, which are provided in lengths substantially equal to 
the distance between successive pairs of posts, are se 
cured to the upper ends 26 of channel-shaped posts 16 
by being sandwiched, in effect, between the upper end 
plate 28 on the top of the post and a locking plate 30. 
lnithis arrangement, the apertures or bolt holes 32 in 
the plate 30, ledges 24 and plate 28 must all be posi 
tioned in alignment by the homeowner assembling the 
pool in order to properly secure the bolts 34 thereto. 
After this connection is made an inner cap 36 and an 
outer cap 38 are assembled and positioned over the 
ledge members 24 and secured to the plate 28 by a bolt 
40 in order to cover or conceal the spaced ends 41 of 
ledge members 24 at the top of the post. In addition, 
the outer cap 38 is secured to post 16 by a ledge angle 
clip 42 and a bolt 43. 
Accordingly, it is seen that the assembly of the prior 

art ledges 24 to posts 16 is substantially complex. It also 
is quite apparent that if an upright post 16 is not prop 
erly positioned with respect to its adjacent posts, the 
bolt holes in the respective elements will not align; that 
is particularly true with respect to the bolt holes 32 in 
the elements 24, 28 and 30. If that should occur, then 
the homeowner assembling the pool will have to par 
tially disassemble the same and shift post 16 to its 
proper position. This positioning of posts 16 with re 
spect to one another is particularly difficult when the 
posts are arrayed around a curved portion of the side 
wall 14, as is the case in an elliptical or circular pool, 
because the measurement of the arcuate distances at 
which the posts are to be spaced is difficult for the un 
skilled homeowner. 

In accordannce with the present invention, in con 
trast, only a single ledge element and, at most six bolts 
for each joint, are required to form the completed 
ledge construction. Thus, as illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 
3A, the pool 10 constructed in accordance'with the 
present invention is provided with a series of ledge ele 
ments 50 which are each of substantially identical con 
struction and which have complementary end portions 
52, 54. It is noted that in the partial perspective view 
of FIG. 3A, the end 52 of one ledge element, and the 
end 54 of another adjacent ledge element are shown in 
detail. These opposite end portions of the ledge ele 
ments are of relatively complementary con?guration so 
that they may be placed in overlapped and mating con 
?guration. Thus, the end portion 54 of the ledge ele 
ment 50a, as described hereinafter, has a pocket 
formed on the lower surface thereof which is adapted 
to receive the upper end portion 26 of a post 16a (see 
also FIG. 1) so as to be operatively connected thereto 
by a plurality of bolts, as described hereinafter. The 
other end of ledge elements 50, e.g., the end 52 of the 
ledge member 50b in Flg. 3A, is not connected directly 
to a post, but rather is pivotally connected to the end 
54 of the adjacent ledge member 50a by bolts or screws 
82, 88 as described hereinafter, so that limited pivotal 
movement is permitted between the adjacent ledge ele 
ments. Therefore, for example, after ledge element 50a 
is connected to post 16a and the ledge element 50b (at 
the right in FIG. 3A) is connected at its end 52 to the 
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4 
end 54 of ledge element 50a, the position of ledge ele 
ment 50b with respect to ledge element 50a may be 
varied or adjusted slightly by pivoting ledge element 
50b with respect to ledge element 50a so that its oppo 
site end 54 can be properly positioned with respect to 
the next previously placed post (e.g., 16b in FIG. 1) for 
securement thereto. This ability to slightly vary the rel 
ative positions of the ledges permits the person assem 
bling the pool to compensate for slight misalignments 
in the post positions or misalignments of the bolt holes 
in the ledge elements or posts which are due to varia 
tions resulting from manufacturing tolerances. More 
over, numerous unnecessary parts are eliminated, as 
compared to previously proposed pool ledges, thereby 
substantially reducing the costs of producing the pool. 
A ledge element 50 constructed in accordance with 

the present invention, is more clearly illustrated in FIG. 
3B of the drawing wherein a bottom view thereof is 
provided. As seen therein, ledge element 50 has a gen 
erally channel-shaped con?guration including a bight 
portion 56 which forms the seat portion of the ledge el 
ement in the completed construction on which users of 
the pool may sit. In addition, the ledge has a pair of legs 
58, 60 with the leg 58 being somewhat longer than the 
leg 60 and forming the exterior leg of the ledge, i.e., the 
leg which is located on the outside of the pool (see FIG. 
1). This longer leg 58 also serves to conceal the top 
edge of the side wall 14 in the completed pool, thereby 
to provide a more complete and pleasing appearance; 
the leg 60, on the other hand, provides a bumper on the 
interior of the pool to prevent inadvertent contact by 
the swimmers with the top edge of the pool side wall. 
The ends 52, 54 of the ledge 50 are of generally cir 

cular con?guration, with the end 54 thereof having a 
depending semi-circular wall member 62 formed inte 
grally therewith. This wall member has an inner wall 
surface 64 which, as seen in FIG. 4, has a plurality of 
integral pads or extensions 65 formed thereon. Wall 62 
opens towards (i.e., inner wall 64 faces) a longitudi 
nally extending wall 66 (more fully described hereinaf 
ter) to de?ne therewith a pocket 68 in which the upper 
end 26 of the channel-shaped post 16 is received in the 
manner shown in FIG. 6. 

In assembling a pool using a ledge construction in ac~ 
cordance with the present invention posts 16 are ar 
rayed in the pattern prescribed by the manufacturer as 
carefully as possible by the homeowner. He then takes 
one of the ledges (e.g., 50a), properly associated with 
a given post, as described hereinafter, and inserts the 
upper end portion 26 of that post (e.g., 16a) in the 
pocket 68 of the ledge. This connection is thence made 
permanent by bolting the wall 62 to the post 16a 
through apertures 70 formed in wall 62 with bolts or 
sheet metal screws 71. Apertures 70 are located to ex 
tend through pads 65 which engage the sides of channel 
shaped post 16a to insure proper relative positioning of 
the post and ledge. 
Thus, for example with reference to FIG. 3A, the per 

son erecting the pool first places the ledge 50a in en 
gagement with and secured to the post 16a. Thereafter, 
the ledge 50b at the right in FIG. 3A is superimposed 
upon the end 54 of the previously mounted ledge 50a, 
so that the ends 52 and 54 are in mating relation, as 
seen in FIGS. 5 and 6. 
Proper mating relation of the ends 52 and 54 is in 

sured by the con?guration of the end portions of the 
ledge. Thus, for example, as seen in FIGS. 3A, 5 and 6, 
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the upper surface 69 of end portions 54 is provided 
with an annular rib 72 located about the periphery 
thereof, and a central post 74 which acts as a pivot post 
in the completed construction. The lower surface 76 of 
end 52 on the other hand, has a pocket or well 78 
formed therein which is generally circular in configura 
tion and which is adapted to receive rib 72. In addition, 
end 52 includes a female pivot member or socket 80 
formed therein which receives post 74. 

In assembling the pool with the ledge members of the 
present invention, after the ends 52 and 54 of adjacent 
ledge members are superimposed in the manner de 
scribed above, they are pivotally secured together by a 
bolt 82, which is threaded into the post 74 at the end 
portion 54. By this arrangement, the uppermost ledge 
member 50 (50b in FIG. 3A) is adapted to pivot slightly 
about the bolt 82 so that its opposite end 54 (not shown 
in FIG. 3A) can be adjusted with respect to the next 
post 16. The pivotal movement of that ledge 50b 
achieves the proper positioning of the ledge with re 
spect to the other post, (e.g., 16b in FIG. 1) and that 
other post (16b) can then be inserted in the pocket 68 
of the end 54 of ledge member 50b. 

Relative pivotal movement between adjacent ledges 
50 is limited by the provision of one or more arcuate 
slots 84 in the end 54 of the ledge members. These slots 
are preferably located to cooperate with a pair of 
bosses 86 in the end 52 of the ledge and into which 
bolts 88 may be connected. By securing the ledges to 
gether with bolts 88 in this manner, the pivotal move 
ment of the ledges with respect to one another will be 
limited by the engagement of the bolts with the edges 
of the slots 84. Because of the provision of bolts 88 
connected between the ledges, the bolt 82 may, if de 
sired, be eliminated. In any case, by this construction 
of the invention the pool ledges are relatively easily 
connected with a minimum of parts and the permissible 
adjustment which can be made between adjacent 
ledges allows the homeowner to compensate for slight 
errors in post placement and variations in the elements 
due to permitted manufacturing tolerances. 

In accordance with another feature of the present in 
vention, lower surface 77 of the bight or seat portion 
56 of each ledge member 50 is provided withv longitudi 
nally extending spaced walls 66, 90 as seen most clearly 
in FIGS. 4 and 6. These walls define a slot or track 92 
therebetween which is adapted to receive the upper 
edge 18 of side wall 14. This track takes the place of 
the conventional coping used with previously proposed 
pool constructions for holding the top edge of the vinyl 
liner on the top edge of the side wall. Typically, previ 
ously proposed copings are in the form of a generally 
U-shaped elongated clip which simply snap over the 
top edge of the side wall 14 and hold the top edge of 
the vinyl liner, which has been previously folded over 
the top edge of the side wall, against the side wall. 
Track 92, integrally formed in the ledge 50 of the pres 
ent invention, takes the place of this coping in that the 
side walls 66, 90 thereof serve the same function as the 
coping since they wedge the top edge 94 of the vinyl 
liner 17 against and around the top edge 18 of the side 
wall 14. 
Track 92 is longitudinally curved, as seen in FIG. 4, 

in order to accommodate the curved side wall section 
of a predetermined curved section of the poo]. Since it 
is usually preferable that the curved portions of the 
pool conform to arcs ofa common circle, the ledge sec 
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6 
tions for the curved portions of the pool will all have 
substantially the same track configuration. The ledge 
members used at the straight. sections 22 of the oval 
pool, on the other hand, as illustrated in FIG. 1, have 
tracks 92 formed therein which are relatively straight. 
Thus, in the pool supplied to the purchaser, a variety 
of ledges 50 will be provided, each having a track 92 
of a particular con?guration adapted to be used at a 
specific location on the periphery of the pool. By pro 
viding the integrally formed track in the ledge member 
in this manner, not only is the previously required cop 
ing eliminated, but also the side wall 14 is guided in the 
proper curve between posts 16 without any additional 
guide structure at the top of the pool. Moreover, the 
ledge and integral track form a tension hoop at the top 
of the pool to reinforce the pool walls when the pool is 
?lled. ’ 

As illustrated also in FIG. 4, it is seen that the track 
92, i.e., walls 66, 90, pass through and up to a position 
adjacent the end of the end portion 54 of the ledge. In 
this manner the side wall 14 and the edge 94 of the liner 
17 are fully guided throughout their entire extent. In 
addition, the wall 66 is located across the open side of 
the curved wall 62 so as to form the pocket 68 in which 
post 16 is received. On the other hand, the other end 
of the track 92, adjacent the end portion 52 of the 
ledge member, ends adjacent the edge of well 78 so as 
not to interfere with the placement of the end 52 of the 
ledge over the end 54 thereof, as seen in FIGS. 4 and 
5. 
Track 92 is reinforced and supported by a plurality 

of transverse rib members 100 located in spaced rela 
tion to each other along the longitudinal axis of the 
ledge, and extending transversely of the ledge and sub 
stantially perpendicularly to the track. These reinforc 
ing ribs extend between flanges 58, 60 of the ledge, on 
opposite sides of track 92, and thereby strengthen walls 
66, 90 of the track. The reinforcing ribs 100 also resist 
spreading of the walls 66, 90 as the track 92 is moved 
over the top edge of the side wall and, in addition, they 
hold the ?anges 58, 60 of the channel-shaped ledge 
member against spreading apart; thereby maintaining a 
neat and uniform appearance for the ledges. Moreover, 
the ribs 100 provide a transverse support for the bight 
portion 56 of the ledge member, stiffening and 
strengthening the ledge so as to improve its strength 
characteristics to enable it to be used as a seat for indi 
viduals using the pool. 
As is apparent, the ledge construction of the present 

invention substantially reduces the cost of manufactur 
ing swimming pool structures for sale to the home mar 
ket and for erection by the homeowner himself. This is 
accomplished by the speci?c ledge construction de 

_ scribed above, which ledge is preferably formed of a 
one piece molded plastic construction. In this connec 
tion, foam structural high impact styrene plastic may be 
highly suitable for use as the ledge member of the in 
vention. In any case, the use of a plastic material to 
form the ledge structure is highly advantageous since 
the plastic ledge will be corrosion resistant, have a 
longer life and will not be affected by pool chemicals. 
In addition, the plastic ledge will be more comfortable 
to sit on than previously proposed metal ledges since 
they will not absorb as much heat and the plastic ledges 
require far less maintenance then metal. These advan 
tages are achieved by the structure of the present in~ 
vention since that structure can‘ be readily molded in a 
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one piece plastic construction whereas the more com 
plicated prior art ledges could not. 
The ledge of the present invention, as described, is 

substantially easier to assemble for the homeowner 
than previously proposed constructions. Moreover, by 
the track arrangement 92 it insures that the side wall 
itself follows the proper arcuate path for which it has 
been designed. As a result, the swimming pool struc 
ture is assembled in a more professional manner, with 
greater assurance to the homeowner that it is properly 
assembled and safe for use. 
Although an illustrative embodiment of the present 

invention has been described herein with reference to 
the accompanying drawings, it is to be understood that 
the invention is not limited to that precise embodiment 
and that various changes and modi?cations may be ef 
fected therein by one skilled in the art without depart 
ing from the scope or spirit of this invention. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A ledge for a swimming pool having a side wall, a 

plurality of upright reinforcing posts, and a plurality of 
ledge segments, wherein the improvement comprises, 
each of said ledge segments having generally comple 
mentary first and second end portions each having 
upper and lower surfaces with the upper surface of said 
?rst end portion of each ledge segment and the lower 
surface of said second end portion having complemen~ 
tary male and female guide surface portions of prede 
termined configuration, the upper surface portion of 
one ledge segment being adapted to matingly engage 
the lower surface of an adjacent ledge segment, with 
said complementary surface portions thereof engaging 
each other in mating relation for preventing longitudi 
nal movement of said ledge segments with respect to 
one another while allowing relative pivotal movement 
therebetween; means for pivotally interconnecting said 
ledge segments at said mating end portions to permit 
relative pivotal movement therebetween thereby to ad 
just the angular relation between said ledge segments, 
and separate means on the lower surface of said first 
end portion of the ledge segment for operatively inter 
connecting the first end portion of said ledge segments 
to their associated upright posts in a relatively fixed po 
sition whereby the position of adjacent ledge segment 
may be adjusted by pivoting the second end portion of 
the adjacent ledge segment with respect to the first end 
portion of an associated ledge segment. 

2. The ledge as defined in claim 1 wherein said ledge 
segments are each formed in a one piece molded plastic 
construction. 

3. The ledge as defined in claim 1 wherein each of 
said ledge segments comprises an elongated frame 
member of one piece construction; said upper surface 
of each of said ledge segments being relatively ?at to 
define a seating surface. 

4. The ledge as de?ned in claim 3 wherein said first 
and second end portions of said ledge segments are 
generally circular in plan and said male and female 
guide surface portions comprise an annular rib formed 
on the upper surface of said ?rst end portion of the 
ledge segments and an annular wall member formed on 
the lower surface of the second end portion of the ledge 
segments de?ning an annular pocket which is adapted 
to receive said annular rib in mating pivotal relation. 

5. The ledge as de?ned in claim 3 wherein said means 
for interconnecting the ?rst end portions of said ledge 
segments to their associated uprights comprises a 
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pocket formed in the lower surface of the ?rst end por 
tion of each of said ledge segments, said pockets each 
having a con?guration which is generally complemen 
tary to its associated upright to receive the upper end 
of said upright therein. 

6. The ledge as de?ned in claim 3 wherein said first 
and second end portions of said ledge segments are 
generally circular in plan, said ?rst end portion having 
an annular rib formed on the upper surface thereof and 
said second end portion having an annular wall mem 
ber formed on the lower surface thereof defining a 
pocket which is adapted to receive said annular rib in 
mating pivotal relation. _ 

7. The ledge as defined in claim 6 including means 
for limiting pivotal movement of adjacent ledge por 
tions with respect to one another. 

8. The ledge as defined in claim 7 wherein said limit 
ing means comprises at least one arcuate slot formed in 
one of said ?rst and second end portions and fastening 
means extending through said slot for securing the first 
end portion of one ledge to the second portion of an ad 
jacent ledge. 

9. The ledge as de?ned in claim 3 wherein said pool 
includes a liner folded over the upper edge of said side 
wall and said lower surface of each of said ledge seg 
ments has a pair of depending generally longitudinally 
extending wall members defining a track therebetween 
which is adapted to receive the upper edge of said side 
wall and said pool liner folded thereover. 

10. The ledge as defined in claim 9 including rein 
forcing walls depending downwardly from the lower 
surface of said ledges and extending transversely of said 
longitudinally extending wall members. 

11. The ledge as de?ned in claim 10 wherein said lon 
gitudinally and transversely extending wall members 
are integrally formed in said frame member. 

12. The ledge as de?ned in claim 10 wherein the 
track in each of said ledge segments has a predeter 
mined longitudinal configuration conforming to a pre 
determined segment of said side wall. 

13. A ledge member for use with a swimming pool 
having a vertically extending side wall, a pool liner 
folded over the upper edge of said side wall, and a plu 
rality of vertically extending reinforcing posts located 
in predetermined spaced locations along the outside of 
said wall, said ledge member comprising a relatively 
straight elongated frame member having first and sec 
ond end portions spaced longitudinally from each other 
a distance substantially equal to the distance between 
two adjacent posts; said ledge member having upper 
and lower surfaces, said upper surface de?ning a rela 
tively wide seat overlying the upper edge of said side 
weall and said lower surface including means at said 
?rst end portion for operatively connecting the first 
end portion of the ledge member to a reinforcing post; 
the upper surface of said ?rst end portion of the ledge 
member and the lower surface of said second end por 
tion thereof having generally complementary and mat 
ing configurations, separate from said connecting 
means, for preventing relative longitudinal movement 
of said ledge members while permitting pivotal move 
ment therebetween; whereby the second end portion of 
one ledge member is adapted to be directly connected 
to the first end portion of another ledge member, 
thereby to be supported by said another ledge member 
and its associated post. 
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14. The ledge member as de?ned in claim 13 wherein 

said ledge member is integrally formed as a one piece 
member. ' 

15. The ledge member as defined in claim 14 includ 
ing a pair of integrally formed spaced and generally 
longitudinally extending depending wall members de 
?ning therebetween a track which is adapted to receive 
the upper edge of said side wall and a liner folded over 
said edge thereby to retain said liner along said upper 
edge. ' 

16. The ledge member as defined in claim 15 includ 
ing a pair of integrally formed spaced and generally 
longitudinally extending depending wall members de 
?ning therebetween a track which is adapted to receive 
the upper edge of said side wall and said liner thereby 
to retain said liner along said upper edge. 

17. The ledge member as de?ned in claim 16 wherein 
said ledge member has a generally channel-shaped con 
?guration in section including a bight portion de?ning 
said relatively wide seat and a pair of depending legs, 
said transverse walls extending between said track walls 
and said depending legs and being formed integrally 
therewith, thereby to reinforce said track, walls, legs 
and seat. 

18. The ledge member as defined in claim 15 wherein 
said track has a predetermined longitudinal con?gura 
tion conforming generally to a predetermined segment 
of said side wall. 

19. The ledge member as defined in claim 18 wherein 
said means for operatively connecting said first end 
portion thereof to an associated post comprises means 
for defining a pocket on the lower surface of said ?rst 
end portion having a configuration which is generally 
complementary to said associated post to receive said 
post. 
20. The ledge member as de?ned in claim 19 wherein 

said pocket de?ning means comprises a generally arcu 
ately shaped wall member depending from the lower 
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10 
surface of said ?rst end portion and having an inner 
surface which is generally complementary to the pe 
riphery of said post, said track extending through said 
?rst end portion substantially to the free end of the 
ledge‘member, and said arcuate wall member opening 
towards said track and cooperating with one of said 
longitudinally extending wall members to de?ne said 
pocket. 

21. The ledge member as de?ned in claim 19 includ 
ing means for pivotally interconnecting the ?rst end 
portion of said ledge to the second end portion of an 
other ledge. 
22. The ledge member as de?ned in claim 21 wherein 

said pivotal interconnecting means comprises cooper 
ating male and female pivot members formed on said 
?rst and second end portions and for permitting said 
ledge to be pivoted .in a horizontal plane with respect 
to and adjacent connected ledlges thereby to vary the 
angle therebetween. 

23. The ledge member as de?ned in claim 22 includ 
ing means for limiting pivotal movement of said ledge 
members with respect to and adjacent connected ledge 
member comprising an arcuate slot formed in one of 
said ?rst and second end portions and fastening means 
extending through said slot for securing the ?rst end 
portion of said ledge to the second end portion of an 
other ledge, said slot de?ning the limits of permissible 
pivotal movement between the ledges. 

24. The ledge member as defined in claim 21 wherein 
said ?rst and second end portions of said ledge seg 
ments are generally circular in plan, said first end por 
tion having an annular rib formed on the upper surface 
thereof and said second end portion having an annular 
wall member formed on the lower surface thereof de 
?ning a pocket which is adapted to receive said annular 
rib in mating pivotal relation. 
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