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'1 
FOOTBALL GAME 

The invention relates to action board games of the 
parlor type and, in particular, to such games relating to 
the American game of football. 
The present football game has two basic components, 

namely a plas'ti'cinsert base which provides score board 
components anda specially configurated area in which 
an offensive play card is selectively positioned accord 
ing to the strategy that the defensive player wishes to 
employ, and a container for the insert bearing a simu 
lated field of play. The container provides a results win 
dow through which yardage gained or lost is read off 
the play card and additional windows through which 
scoring and time indications are shown. Preferably the 
insert provides a depressed portion designated as the 
result bowl into which a specially shaped die is tossed 
to indicate according to color the particular column of 
numbers on the play card to be used in determining 
yardage lost or gained on successive plays of the game. 
One object of the game is to provide an indoor foot 

ball board game of economic construction and provid 
ing a unique mode of defensive and offensive game 
play. 
Other objects and advantages of the invention may 

be appreciated on reading the following description of 
one embodiment taken in conjunction with the accom 
panying drawings, in which: 
FIG. 1 is a top plan view of the game board as it might 

appear during play; 
FIG. 2 is a view in cross section showing the result 

bowl in the game board for receiving the toss of the re 
sult ball and taken on the line 2~2 of FIG. I; ‘ 
FIG. 3 is a view in cross section showing the game 

board insert taken on the line 3-3 of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 4 is a view in cross section through the defense 

strategy region and showing the offensive play card in 
position in the action slot for determining the yardage 
gained or lost taken on the line 4—4 of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 5 is a partial sectional view of the defense strat 

egy region and action slot taken on the line 5-5 of 
FIG. 1; and 
FIG. 6 is a plan view partially in section of the de' 

fense strategy region and action slot for yardage deter 
mination of the insert taken on the line 6—6 of FIG. 5. 
Referring to the drawings, the board game comprises 

an insert 10 and its container 12. The insert 10 provides 
a result bowl 14 formed as a depression at one end of 
the top surface 16 of the insert, FIG. 2. Along the top 
edge of the insert are bosses 18 on which are mounted 
rotatable wheel cards 20 and 21 hearing home and visi 
tor‘s team scoring indicia and down, quarter and time 
to play data, respectively. , 
As best seen in FIGS. 1, 4, 5 and 6 a transverse action 

slot 22 is formed in the surface 16 at the other end of 
the game board. Disposed and overlying the upper half 
portion of the action slot is defense card 24 having a 
column of“run” holes 26 on one side and =“pass” holes 
28 on the other side which extend through both the 
card and the insert, the holes being appropriately la 
belled on the card with identifying defensive plays and 
formations. Pegs 30 are selectively inserted in the holes 
26 and the holes 28 according to the type of defense 
the defending player anticipates should be established 
for either a running play or a pass play to be deter 
mined by the offensive player as will be seen. v 
The container 12, FIG. 1, for the insert 10 is provided 

with a simulated football ?eld area 32 in its central por 
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tion. There is provided in the center‘of the area 32 lon 
gitudinal slot 34 for slidable footiball‘marker 36 and 
along the top edge of the field area ‘32 is a second slot 
38 into which yardage marker 40 is slidably inserted. 
Formed in the insert 10, FIG. 3, are elongated depend 
ing ribs 42 and 44 which are disposed directly under 
neath the slots 34 and 38, respectively, serving the dual 
purpose of imparting a degree of rigidity to the plastic 
insert 10 and providing clearance for the ball and yard 
age markers as their positions are moved as the play 
progresses. As scores are made by the teams, they are 
registered on the card wheels 20 and down, quarter and 
time information is recorded on the card wheels 21, the 
wheels 20 and 21 being seen through windows 40 and 
42, respectively, in the container 112. 
The container 12 is provided at one end with a large ‘ 

opening 46 disposed in registry with the result bowl 14 
formed in the insert. 

At the other end of the container is a mask 48 hinged 
to the surface of the container and having a defensive 
and offensive play indicating window 50 located in the 
defense strategy region 52 of the board, the mask being 
adapted to overlie the defense card 24. Below the mask I 
48 is result window 54 formed longitudinally in the sur 
face of the container through which yard gained or lost 
is read out. 

In the play of the game the offensive player inserts 
into the action slot 22 an offensive play card 56. One 
side of the card has readout yardage information for 
pass plays and the other side for running plays. The in 
formation is arranged in columns 58 which are sepa‘ 
rately colored, the columns being selectively employed 
for readout according to the color which is turned up 
in the result bowl 14 on the toss of multifaceted and 
colored die 60 in the result bowl. The card 56 has 
formed therein lateral shoulders 62 and 64, the higher 
shoulder being used to determine the depth of penetra 
tion of the card into the action slot as it moves against 
a peg 30 which has been previously placed by the de 
fensive player in one of the holes in each of the col 
umns of holes 26 and 28 according to his chosen de 
fense formation or play for both running and passing 
plays. The yardage gained or lost is then determined by 
looking through the readout or results window 54 
which reveal one row of figures selected from the vari 
ously colored columns. Besides pass and run play cards. 
cards are also provided for kick-off and kick-off return 
plays. 
What is claimed is: 
I_. In a football board game, a board surface adapted 

to have superposed thereon a simulated football field, 
a container for said board surface bearing a simulated 
football ?eld and having a slidable ball marker thereon, 
said board surface providing a defensive strategy region 
having an action slot formed therein, said action slot 
having formed therein a plurality of holes arranged in 
a column along each longitudinal edge of said slot and 
having defensive play indicia disposed proximate to 
each of said holes, pegs adapted to be selectively in 
serted in said holes, offensive play cards adapted to be 
inserted in said slot having play result indicia disposed 
on both surfaces thereof with the indicia on one surface 
being different from the indicia on the other surface 
and having a shoulder formed along each lateral edge 
thereof, one lateral shoulder being at a different longi 
tudinal location from that of the other lateral shoulder 
on each play card, whereby one of said play cards may 
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be inserted in said slot and its longitudinal penetration 
in said slot being determined by means of said pegs en 
gaging one of said shoulders depending upon which 
side of the card is face up. - ' 

2. In a game as defined in claim 1 a windowed mask 
hingedly connected to said board surface adapted to 
reveal said defensive play indicia when in closed posi 
111011. 

3. In a game as defined in claim 2 wherein said play 
result indicia comprises yardage gained or lost indicia 

4 
arranged in columns on said play cards, said columns 
being differently colored. 

4. In a game as de?ned in claim 3 a multifaceted die, 
each facet being colored to determine the column of 
figures indicating yardage gained or lost on the play 
card for controlling the movement of said ball marker 
according to the color of the upturned facet of the 
thrown die matching the coloration of the column 
thereby selected. 
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