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[57] ABSTRACT 

A trash cart supported on wheels for‘ transporting a 
plurality of trash contained in plastic trash bags and 
having a relatively large opening covered by a lid that, 
can selectively close said opening for the loading and 
unloading of bags containing trash within the cart. 

8 Claims, 5 Drawing Figures 





1 
TRASH CART 

This invention relates generally to carts for transport 
ing trash. More particularly, this invention relates to a 

. trash cart that is particularly suited to the transport 
over short distances of plastic bags containing trash and 
garbage. 

Prior art has developed a number of containers and 
I vehicles for the storage and transport of trash. These 
include garbage cans with handles that can be lifted 
and carried from one spot to another over relatively 
short distances without extreme physical exertion. 
Other devices include provision of plastic bags that are 
disposable along with the garbage or trash that they 
contain.- The usual practice with these plastic bags is to 
stuff the trash or garbage in the bags and then secure 
a closure of the top of the bag by means of paper en 
cased wire that is twisted to form a secure closure. 

It has been a practice in the past to place the empty 
plastic bags in open disposition within a garbage can 
and folding over the top portions of the bag over the 
rim of the garbage can prior to loading the trash into 
the bag. After the garbage is loaded into the bag con 
tained within the garbage can, the folded over portions 
of the bag are unfolded and at least partially twisted 
and then the bag is removed from the can and the top 
of the bag is twisted further and the “twist tie" or paper 
or plastic contained wire is twisted around the neck of 
the bag to form a closure. Bags are then placed in a 
convenient storage area such as a garage or in an area 
near the home and then are transported on a periodic 
basis from that location to a garbage truck which 
comes usually once a week in most areas. 
An alternative to the above procedure in the past has 

been to simply place the trash in the bag without utiliz 
ing the garbage can and again as immediately described 
above storing the bags in a convenient place near the 
home such as a garage, basement or other area near the 
home and then further transporting them across the 
lawn or residential property to the area where the trash 
is ultimately collected by a garbage truck. 
Both of the immediately above described procedures 

have been found to be more sanitary, more convenient, 
and requiring less exertion than simply dumping the 
trash or garabage into a garbage can and then storing 
the garbage cans in a place where otherwise plastic 
bags would be stored and then moving the garbage cans 
to the point of collection by the garbage truck. 

All of the above described means and methods of col 
lecting and storage of trash from the point of disposal 
within the home to the point of collection by thegar 
bage truck periodically require the transport of either 
trash ?lled bags or garbage cans from one location to ~ 
another within the curtilage of the residential home. 
This is an inconvenient method and one often requiring 
considerable exertion particularly if the distance be 
tween the point of storage ‘of trash after placement in 
bags or cans and the point at which the garbage truck 
picks up same is considerable. ' ' 

Accordingly, it is an object of this invention to pro 
vide an inexpensive and convenient means of both stor 
ing trash after placement withinv plastic bags and trans 
port of same to the point of collection by the garbage 
truck. This and other objects of this invention are 
achieved by the provision of a box-like structure having 
a substantially curved superstructure in the shape of a 
lid that can be removed from the cart and wheels pro 
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2 
vided in order to roll the cart from one location to an_ 
other. 
These and other objects of this invention can be ap 

preciated from the following specifications and claims. 

ON THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a three-dimensional perspective view of the 
preferred embodiment of this invention; 
FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view of the apparatus 

shown in FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a three-dimensional perspective view of an 

alternative embodiment of this invention; 
FIG. 4 is a front view of the apparatus shown in FIG. 

3; and 
FIG. 5 is a three-dimensional representational view 

of another alternative embodiment of this invention. 
Before explaining the present invention in detail, it is 

to be understood that the invention is not limited in its 
application to the details in construction and arrange- _ 
ment of parts illustrated in the accompanying drawings 
since the invention is capable of other embodiments 
and of being practiced or carried out in various ways. 
Also, it is to be understood that the phraseology and 

terminology employed herein are for the purpose of de 
scription and not of limitation. 

AS SHOWN ON THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 isa three-dimensional projection of a trash 
cart 10. The trash cart has a body portion 12 compris 
ing four side portions 14, 16, 18 and 20. The body 12 
is preferably made of a sheet metal, such as an alumi 
num alloy. Starboard side portion 14 is in the shape of 
a rectangle having the longer side thereof running 
along a substantial portion of the length of the cart 10. 
Side portion 18 is parallel to and on the port side of 

the cart 12 and has substantially the same length as the 
side portion 14 but a considerably higher height indi~ 
cated by the edge 22 between side portion 18 and front 
portion 16 as compared with the edge portion 24 corre 
sponding to the height of the side portion 14 and being 
the edge between port portion 14 and the front portion 
16. 
Front and aft portions 16 and 20, respectively, are 

substantially congruent and are in the shape of trape 
zoids having a width corresponding to the substantial 
portion of the width of the cart 10 as exempli?ed by the 
bottom‘edge 26 of the front portion 16 in meeting the 
bottom surface of the bottom portion 28. The side por 
tions 14, 16, 18, 20 and the bottom portion 28 are pref 
erably made of the same material and can be joined to 
gether by welding or other appropriate securing means 
in forming a rigid box-like structure. 
Forward and aft lid members 30 and 32, respectively, 

are hingeably attached to the top edge of the trapezoi 
dal-like front and aft sections 16 and 20, respectively. 
These lid members 30, 32 have an upwardly extending 
curved top portion 34 extending from the top ledge 36 

' of the port side portion 18 to the top ledge surface 38 
‘of the starboard side portion 14. Handles 38 are se 
cured near the acme of the curved portion 34 on the 
exterior surface thereof near the boundary of lid por 
tions 30, 32 indicated at the aft portion top edge 40 of 
the top portion 34 of the lid member 30. 
Forward and aft portions 42 are secured to the for 

ward edge 44 of the forward lid member 30 and the 
after edge of the after member 32 respectively. 
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An axle S0.is provided having downwardly extending 

bracket leg portions 52 and 54 respectively on the port ‘ 
andstarboard sides respectively of the cart 10. Port and 
starboard wheels 56 and 58 respectively are secured to 
brackets 52 and 54 respectively .50 as to be rotatably 
mounted thereon. Tires 60 may be provided for a‘ 
ground engaging surface of the wheels 56, 58. A for 
ward resting post 61 is provided near the forward end 
of the cart 10 and has a stopper-like portion 62 which 
is preferably made of rubber for providing a three point 
resting configuration in conjunction with the wheels 
56, 58 when the cart is at rest. The post 60 may be inte 
gral with another tubular element 64 that extends for 
wardly and upwardly from the post 60 to form a handle 
tube projection element 66 to which a gripping device 
68 may be secured. The gripping device 68 is prefera 
bly made of rubber and is in the shape of a cylinder en 
closing the tube-like portion 68 and providing a secure 
gripping element for the manual raising and pulling or 
pushing of the ‘cart from one location to another. 

In FIG. 2 a cross-sectional view through the appara- . 
tus in FIG. 1 discloses a trash bag ‘70 containing trash 
and having a twist tie comprising plastic enclosed ‘wire 
72 twisted and knotted about the, neck 74 of the bag 70. 
It can be appreciated from the view of the apparatus 
shown in FIG. 2 that the bag lies entirely within thecart 
and that the cart is substantially lengthy to contain sev 
eral bags when the lids 30, 32 are closed. 

It can also be appreciated from the apparatus shown 
in FIG. 1 that when the lids 30, 32 are in an open condi-v 
tion, a bag may be placed within the interior surface of 
the curved top section 34 to facilitate theplacing of 
bags during loading and unloading operations. 
FIG. 3 illustrates an alternative embodiment of the 

cart similar to the one shown in FIG. 1 with the excep 
tion that in place of the post tubular__and handle struc 
ture 60, 64, 66 a forward wheel structure 80 and a for-_ 
ward handle structure 82 are provided. _ 
A toe lock device as illustrated in the wheel structure 

in 80 in FIG. 4 is provided-This toe lock is operable to 
prevent rotation of the caster structure. 
The wheel structure 80 is essentially a caster struc 

ture. It comprises a wheel 84 attached to an axle 86 
which is journallably mounted on a fender structure 88. 
The fender structure is in the shape of a ring having ?at 
sides and rounded corners that-surround the central 
portion of the wheel 84. The ring'or fender structure 88 
extends in a substintially horizontal direction. The 
fender or ring structure 88 is ?xed to a bracket member 
90 which is rotatably mounted to the bottom 50 of the 
cart structure 10. 
The handle 82 is in the form of a tubular “L”, having 

a vertically lower depending portion 92 ?xedly at 
tached, preferably by means of screws 94 to the for 
ward face 21 of the'closure structure 12. The handle 
may have a rubber or plastic grip portion 96 attached 
to‘the exterior forward end of the handle portion 82. 

‘ Another alternative embodiment of the invention is 
illustrated in FIG. 5. The trash cart 10 therein de 
scribed is precisely identical to that described and 
shown in FIGS. 3 and 4 with the exception that instead 
of the double hinged lid 32, 34 shown in FIG. 3, there 
is provided a single lid 98 that is simply lifted off the 
box-like structure 12. The handles and exterior config 
uration of a single lid 98 are identical to those of the 
double configuration 32, 34. ' 

I claim: 
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4 
1. In a cart for transporting trash, the improvements 

comprising: ' s , 

a body member having four sides and a bottom; 
the bottom being substantially rectangularly shaped 
and each of the sides being attached at the bottom 
portions thereof to said bottom portion; 

one pair of said sides being parallel with one another 
and perpendicular to another pair of said sides 
which are in turn perpendicular to one another; 

each of said sides of said ?rst mentioned rectangular 
pair being substantially rectangularly shaped, with 
one side having a substantially lesser height than 
the other of said sides of said ?rst mentioned pair; 

each of said sides of said second mentioned pair of 
sides being substantially congruent with respect to 
one another and each being in the shape of a trape 
zoid with the higher height of said trapezoid attach 
ing to the one of said ?rst mentioned pair of sides 
having the higher height and the lowerheight of 
each of said trapezoidal sides being attached to said 
other one of said first mentioned ‘pair of sides hav 

_ ing a lower height; 
an axle and ground engaging wheel assembly being 
attached near the rear portion of each one of said 
?rst pair of rectangular sides; ‘ 

a handle member being in the shape of an ell and hav 
Inga forward extending portion extending forward 
of said cart and.a lower downwardly depending 
portion integral therewith and being attached near 
the central portion of the forward one of said ‘sec- , - 

ond pair of trapezoidal shaped sides; 
a third ground engaging member attached near the 
forward center portion and extending downwardly 
from said bottom portion; 

a lid member having a substantially upwardly extend 
ing curved portion-and a substantially rectangularly 
shaped bottom edge engaging the top edges of said 
side portions; I . 

said bottom portions of said lid member being of vsub 
stantially the same shape and dimension as the top 
edge peripheries of said sides; 

each of said sides, said bottom and said lid being 
made of arelatively thin gauge of metal; ' 

said cart operable to rotate about the axis of said 
wheel and axle assemblies in an upwardly pitching 
direction responsive to the manual lifting of said 
cart at the aforementioned handle; 

said cart operable to be wheeled on said wheel and 
axle assemblies for translation with respect to the 
ground responsive to a pulling on said handle in a 
direction forward of said cart and operable to‘ be 
pushed in a backward direction by translation with 
‘respect to the ground by rolling on said aforemen 
tioned wheel and axle assemblies responsive to a 
pushing in a backward direction by said handle; 

said cart operable to rotate with respect to the 
ground responsive to a force applied by manual 
means on said handle in a‘ direction at an angle to 
the forward or backward direction with respect to 
said cart by rolling on said wheel and axle assem 
blies in response to said force; 

said lid operable to be manually lifted for loading and 
de-loading of trash within the body of said trash 
cart; 

whereby trash may be stored within said cart and also 
transported to a place of dumping or collection by 
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de-loading said cart at the point. of collection or 
dumping. ’ - 

2. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the ground en 
gaging member at the forward central portion of said 
bottom is a downwardly depending stand member hav 
ing a yieldable rubber stopper placed on the bottom 
thereof. 

3. The apparatus in claim 1 wherein said lid has han 
dles attached near the upper central portion thereof 
and can be lifted off completely from the body of said 
trash cart. 

4. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein said lid member 
comprises two sections, each of said sections being 
hinged on the upper edge of said trapezoidal sides and 
operable to be opened in a forward and backward di 
rection with respect to said cart, one of said lids open 
ing in a forward direction and the other in a backward 
direction; 
when said lid sections are completely opened, the in 

terior portions of said lids being operable to carry 
additional trash or other loads and in addition to 
that that can be carried within the interior of the 

10 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65 

6 
sides of the body of said trash cart. ‘ 

5. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein said ground en 
gaging member below the central forward portion of 
the bottom of the body of said trash cart comprises a 
wheel in a caster structure operable to rotate in a plane 
parallel to the bottom of said body. 

6. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein said body includ 
ing the bottom sides and lid member are made of alumi 
num. 

7. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein said lid member 
has two handle members attached thereto on the top 
central surface thereof near the central portion of said 
body midway between the wheel and axle assemblies at 
the rear portions of the bottom of said trash cart and 
the forward ground engaging member near the bottom 
central portion of said trash cart. 

8. The apparatus of claim 5 wherein said caster is op 
erable to rotate 360° about an axis perpendicular to the 
ground; 
and means inhibiting the rotation of said caster com 

prising a toe lock for parking on a grade. 
* * >l< >l< * 


