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[57] ' ' ABSTRACT 

A golf putter is provided with a putting head, at least 
a portion of which is transparent or translucent plas 
tic, and which has an alignment indicating means im 
bedded therein which permits a correct alignment to 
be established between the putter face and the ball 
and which presents the golfer with a visible indication 
of the direction a ball will travel when stroked by the 
putter. A weight means is also incorporated in the put 
ter head to provide satisfactory impact imparting char 
acteristics. 

4 Claims, 3 Drawing Figures 
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GOLF PUTTER WITH IMBEDDED ALIGNMENT 
INDICATOR 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Golf putters are traditionally fabricated with metal 
putter heads. Metal putter heads are durable and have 
sufficient weight to impart adequate momentum to pro 
pel golf balls for distances along putting greens. Since 
metal heads are used on the numbered angled “irons” 
for hitting golf balls over longer distances it is logical 
that golf club manufacturers have been used to working 
with metal and have simply applied their know how to 
the manufacture of putters. It has been believed, also, 
that other types of materials, e.g., plastic, would not be 
hard enough to serve as putter heads. Metal putter 
heads have, however, not always allowed golfers to 
readily ascertain the “sweet spot,” a spot at which a 
true and straight stoke will be obtained; and such 
“sweet spots” have been very narrow per se. To com 
pound the problem, precise putting is a requirement for 
any good golfer because low scores are made on the 
greens. 
External markings have been used to indicate the ap 

proximate center of gravity of metal putters to locate 
the “sweet spot,” Further, external markings have also 
been used to indicate the correct alignment between a 
putter face and the sides of a golf ball. Such external 
markings have helped golfers achieve truer putting but 
have sometimes interferred with the overall stroking 
motion; the putter would concentrate on hitting the 
golf ball at the “sweet spot” and would accomplish this 
objective but would not be concentrating enough on 
the overall stroke and would impart a twist or a side 
ways motion that would send the ball off a true course. 
The sideways motion was also introduced because the 
location of a “sweet spot” would not guarantee a true 
stroke since the direction a golf ball travels depends on 
the direction the mass of the putter head is moving and 
not solely on the point of contact. Thus, it would be de 
sirable to indicate that direction as well as establish a 
correct alignment between the putter face and a golf 
ball. 
The rigidity of the metal in metal putting heads does 

not permit the “sweet spot” to be broadened much be 
yond the center of gravity. A material having a resilient 
striking characteristic such as plastic is capable of hav 
ing a broader sweet spot designed into a striking sur 
face. By shaping the rearward side of a golf head, by 
weighting the interior of the head in a particular man 
ner, and by selecting a plastic material having good im 
pact characteristics yet high resiliency the sweet spot 
can be broadened. It would be desirable, then, to fabri 
cate a golf putting head from an impact hard but inher 
ently resilient plastic material having enough inherent 
mass to impart adequate momentum to a golf ball. 

It is therefore an object of this invention to provide 
a putter fabricated from a transparent or translucent 
plastic material and having an externally visible align 
ment indicating means imbedded therein to permit a 
correct alignment to be established between a putter 
face and a golf ball and to present the golfer with a visi 
ble indication of the direction a ball will travel when 
stroked by the putter. 

It is a further object of this invention to provide a put 
ter fabricated from a transparent or translucent plastic 
material and having an identi?able and broad sweet 
spot. 
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It is a still further object of this invention to provide 

a putter of impact hard transparent or translucent plas 
tic material with an imbedded weight to provide ade 
quate momentum to the putter during the putting 
stroke. 

It is an additional object of this invention to provide 
a transparent or translucent plastic putter having an im 
bedded alignment indicating means wherein the ap 
proximate center of the “sweet spot” of the putter is 
externally visible as well as the location at which the 
sides of a golf ball will line up perpendicular to the put 
ter face if a true alignment is achieved. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

For a more complete understanding of the golf putter 
of the present invention reference may be had to the 
accompanying drawings which are hereby incorporated 
by reference and in which: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a golf putter head fab 

ricated from a transparent or translucent material, 
shown in phantom, with an imbedded alignment indi 
cating means and imbedded weight means; 
FIG. 2 is a plan view of the golf putter of FIG. 1; and 
FIG. 3 is a side view of the golf putter of FIG. 1. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Advantageous putting characteristics are obtained by 
fabricating a golf putter from impact hard yet resilient 
light transmitting, i.e., transparent or translucent plas 
tic material. An alingment indicating means and a 
weight means are imbedded in the putter head. The 
alignment indicating means is visible from above so the 
golfer can obtain the proper alignment between putter 
face and the balland the direction the ball will travel 
when stroked by the putter as well as the approximate 
center of the “sweet spot." The weight means provides 
adequate momentum to the ball so it will travel as far 
as desired along the putting green and is integrally con 
nected to the putter handle to give the golfer a better 
feel of the putting head when he is executing his stroke. 
It is shaped to provide as broad a sweet spot as possible. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

The structure of the putter of the present invention 
can be seen by reference to FIG. 1 in which the outline 
of the plastic putter head is indicated by the phantom 
form 10. A weight means, shown generally as metal 
weight 11, is completely encased in the putter form 10. 
Metal weight 11 is integrally connected with the handle 
14 of the putter with the bottom portion of the handle 
being partially encased in an extension 9 of the plastic 
putter form 10. 
The shape of the preferred embodiment of the weight 

means may be seen from the plan view of FIG. 2. Metal 
weight 11 comprises a body portion 15, a heel 12 (con 
nected to the putter handle) and a toe 13. The body 15 
is considerably narrower than the toe l2 and heel 13 so 
the open space bounded on three sides by these por 
tions of the weight means defines a window, as viewed 
from above, in which an alignment indicating means 20 
may be placed. It can be seen that the shape of putter 
form 10 conforms generally to the shape of metal 
weight 11 in that slanted surface 16 fits over body por 
tion 15 while raised contour 7 fits around alignment in 
dicating means 20. The front side of putter from 10 is 
generally ?at and provides a generally ?at putter face 
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8, although, the putter face may vary up to ten degrees 
in either direction from the vertical. 
The relation of alignment indicating means 20 to 

metal weight 11 is shown in FIGS. 1 and 3. Alignment 
indicating means 20 is raised above the upper surface 
of metal weight 11 by stanchion 23 so that alignment 
indicating means 20 is high-lighted by the recessed 
frame of the window formed by the three sides of body 
15, toe l3, and heel 12. In other embodiments, it would 
be possible to position the alignment indicating means 
within the window but the raised positioning facilitates 
differentiation of the alignment indicating means from 
the weight means. The golfer will be able to distinguish 
the alignment indicating means from the weighted in 
sert since his depth perception will tell him that the 
alignment indicating means is closer; the alignment in 
dicating means will “stand out”. It is also possible to as 
sist differentiation by using a scored surface for the 
alignment indicating means or by coloring the align 
ment indicating means with a color that stands out as 
against the appearance of the weight means and that is 
clearly visible through the transparent or translucent 
putter head. It is also important to con?gure alignment 
indicator 21 so that it is the dominant, eye catching fea 
ture of the alignment indicating means 20. Thus, as 
seen in FlG. 2, alignment indicator 21 covers a much 
larger surface area and has a greater impact on the eye 
than ball edge locators 22. Since alignment indicator 
21 serves the three-fold function of indicating the 
proper alignment of putter face to the ball, the direc 
tion a ball will travel when stroked by the putter and of 
indicating the approximate center of the “sweet spot,” 
the rendering of the center indicator as the most promi 
nent feature of the putter allows the golfer to be aware 
simultaneously of proper alignment of putter face to 
ball, the ball travel direction and the approximate cen 
ter of the sweet spot. 

In explanation of the functionality of the alignment 
indicator 21 it should be understood that the “sweet 
spot“ of a putter is the location at which the ball should 
ideally be hit to obtain optimum impact characteristics. 
It is not a speci?c location b‘ut‘is the range along a put 
ter face within which a ball can be hit without impart 
ing twisting or oblique forces. Alignment indicator 21 
indicates only the approximate center of the sweet spot 
of the putter of the present invention. 

In the plastic putter of the present invention, the 
sweet spot is broadened by incorporating a toe 13 
which is heavier than the heel 12. Thus, if the ball is hit 
at the exact point of alignment indicator 21 or slightly 
on the toe side of alignment indicator 21 a solid stroke 
will result. Sufficient mass backs up the swing so that 
a twisting or off line stroke is less likely to result. The 
mass of impact hard yet inherently resilient plastic 
which fills that portion of the window not ?lled by the 
alignment indicating means tends to compensate for off 
center point of contact, i.e., there is a more uniform 
momentum vector on the putter face around the indi 
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cator 21 than on ordinary metal putters. Slight mistakes . A 
in this region result in even slighter effects. 

In operation, the golfer will stand beside the ball and 
will position himself so he can swing through the ball. 
He will move the putter face close to the ball to see 
from above where he should hit the ball and how he 
should swing. He can tell whether the ball is off center 
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4 
since the edges of the ball should line up with side 10-‘ 
caters 22. The alignment indicator 21 will tell him how 
to align the putter face so it squarely hits the ball. Once 
set, the golfer will move the putter away from the ball 
and swing through it to execute his stroke. There are no 
external markings on the putter to confuse the golfer 
while he executes the stroke; he concentrates on the 
stroke and not on the alignment indicating means 20. 
The lack of external markings also makes the putter 
more aesthetically appealing. The use of a resilient but 
impact hard plastic gives the golfer a better feel during 
the follow through portion of the stroke. 
While the invention has been described in connec 

tion with speci?c embodiments thereof, it will be un 
derstood that it is capable of further modi?cation, and 
this application is intended to cover any variations, uses 
or adaptations of the invention following, in general, 
the principles of the invention and including such de 
partures from the present disclosure as come within 
known or customary practice in the art to which the in 
vention pertains and as may be applied to the essential 
features hereinbefore set forth, and as fall within the 
scope of the invention and the limits of the appended 
claims. 
We claim: 
1. A golf putter head of a generally elongated type 

having a generally ?at putter face, comprising: 7 _ 
a putter head fabricated from a light transmitting ma 

terial and having an externally visible alignment in 
dicating means completely imbedded therein for 
indicating the proper alignment between the putter 
face and a golf ball, said putter head having a 
weight means imbedded therein to provide said 
putter with satisfactory impact imparting charac 
teristics and to broaden the sweet spot on said put 
ter face, said weight means comprising a homoge 
neous member including a toe portion having 
greater mass than a heel portion thereof and a body 
connecting said toe and heel portions, said toe and 
heel portions each extending forwardly from said 
body towards said putter face to de?ne a sight win 
dow adjacent said putter face as viewed from 
above, said heel portion being adapted for attach 
ment to a putter handle, said alignment indicating 
means being positioned in said window, said indi 
cating means including an elongated alignment in 
dicator positioned perpendicularly to said putter 
face approximately adjacent the sweet spot on said 
putter face and a generally arcuate strip terminat 
ing in pointed tips in said window adjacent said put 
ter face, each of said tips being equal distance from 
said indicator on either side thereof. 

2. The putter head in accordance with claim 1 
wherein said alignment indicating means is positioned 
above the level of the upper'surface of said weight 
means. 

3. The putter head in accordance with claim 2 
wherein the portion of said alignment indicating means 
viewable from above has an uneven texture to facilitate 
differentiation from the background. 

4. The putter head in accordance with claim 3 
wherein said alignment indicating means is integrally 
connected to said weight means. 
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