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[57] ABSTRACT 
Indicia bearing strips are mounted in edge-to-edge re 
lationship so that their outer surfaceslwill lie ?ush 
over a backing. Such strips are replaceable and held in 
place by magnetic attraction. The strips may be as- ' 
sembled in such edge-to-edge relationship through an 
access slot along one edge of a directory board. 

1 Claim, 9 Drawing Figures 
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INDICIA DISPLAY PANEL 
This application is a division of copending applica 

tion Ser. No. 085,518, filed Oct. 30, 1970 for Indicia 
Display, now U.S. Pat. No. 3,751,836. 
A principal object of the present invention is to pro 

vide a directory board in which indicia strips can be re 
placed quickly and easily, yet the indicia board will be 
protected from tampering. 
FIG. 1 is a front elevation of a directory board em 

bodying the invention with parts broken away. 
FIG. 2 is a longitudinal section through such direc 

tory board taken on line 2——2 of FIG. 1. 
FIG. 3 is a transverse section through such directory 

board at the location of line 3—~3 in FIG. ‘1, and 
FIG. 4 is a transverse section through such directory 

board along line 4—-4 of FIG. 1 with parts broken away. 
FIG. 5 is a fragmentary longitudinal section through 

the directory board of FIG. 1 taken along the upper 
portion of the board at the location of line 2-2, and 
FIG. 6 is a fragmentary longitudinal section through 

the lower portion of the board at the location of line 
6-6. 1 

FIG. 7 is a fragmentary longitudinal section through 
the upper portion of a directory board showing an al 
ternative type of construction. 

FIG. 8 is a fragmentary longitudinal section through 
a portion of a directory board such as shown in FIG. 1 
comparable to FIG. 6, but illustrating an alternative 
type of structure. 
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FIG. 9 is an exploded, fragmentary top perspective of 30 
the lower right portion of the directory board shown in 
FIG. 1, with parts broken away. ' 

. In the present invention an indicia strip is received in 
a groove so that the outer face of the strip will be ?ush 
with the adjacent structure. Such adjacent structure 
may be adjacent indicia strips. The purpose of the strips 
may be to indicate the occupants of an office building, 
for example. 

In FIGS. 1 to 9, an assembly of indicia strips is incor 
porated in a directory board. Such board is mounted on 
a stationary component supporting panel 26, shown as 
a sheet of S-ply plywood, which can be attached to a 
suitable wall or stand. The facing component of the di 
rectory board includes a backing panel 27, shown as a 
sheet of 3-ply plywood, carrying a cover sheet 28 on 
which the indicia strips 29 are mounted. Such indicia 
strips may, for example, bear the names of people or 
companies occupying offices in a building, or may bear 
designations of meetings or events accompanied by 
room designations. The strips 29 may be in a single 
piece, or may be composed of sections. One section, 
for example, could bear a name and a second section 
could bear a room number. One section or sections 
could bear the designation of a meeting or event and 
another section or sections could bear a room number 
or name. 

Because the plane of the directory board backing 
panel 27 will usually be upright, the strip elements 29 
should be adherent to the cover sheet 28. The adherent 
effect between the indicia strip elements and the direc 
tory board sheet can be produced in various ways, such 
as by the cover sheet and/or the indicia strips having a 
pressure-sensitive adhesive surface, or by the cover 
sheet and indicia strips having surfaces of clinging ma 
terial such as felt or by the cover sheet and indicia strip 
elements having magnetic attraction. The last men 
tioned type of adherent structure is preferred. 
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2 
For the indicia strip elements 29 to adhere to the 

cover sheet 28 by magnetic attraction, one of such ele 
ments will have the characteristics of a magnet, and the 
other of such elements will be made of magnetic mate 
rial. It is preferred that the cover sheet 28 be magne 
tized and that the indicia strips 29 be of magnetic mate 
rial such as of steel. Indicia can be applied readily and 
inexpensively to such strips by application of rub-off 
transfer letters and numbers. Each of such strips can be 
_removed or inserted individually by lengthwise sliding 
movement as illustrated in FIG. 9. The entire cover 
sheet 28 can be covered by indicia strips placed in 
edge-to-edge coplanar relationship‘as shown in FIG. 1. 

It is important that the construction of the directory 
board prevent tampering with the indicia strips 29. 
Consequently, the slots between the upper and lower 
edges of the space overlying the cover sheet 28 are 
closed. An angle strip having a wide face flange 30 and 
a narrower edge ?ange 31 extends across the top of the 
board as shown in FIG. 2 with the ?ange 31 covering 
the upper edge of the directory board backing panel 27 
and the ?ange 30 overlying the upper portion of the 
face of such panel. A lower angle strip includes a wide 
?ange 32 covering the lower margin of the directory 
board panel 27 and a narrower ?ange 33 extending be 
neath the lower edge of the directory board panel 27 
and of the supporting panel 26. 
The face ?anges 30 and 32 of the upper and lower 

angle members and the cover sheet 28 between them 
are covered by an outer transparent sheet 34 of glass 
or plastic. Such transparent sheet is secured in place 
spaced outwardly from the backing panel 27 by unslot 
ted heads of securing screw assemblies 35. Each secur 
ing screw includes an internally threaded shank integral 
with the head and extending through an aperture in the 
facing sheet 34, a ?ange 30 or 32, and the backing 
panel 27 behind such ?ange. An externally threaded 
screw extends through the aperture in backing panel 27 
and is screwed into the internally threaded shank. 
The facing component of the directory board is 

mounted removably on the fixed component support 
ing panel 26 by attaching ?anges 31 and 33 to such 
panel. A hole 36 in the upper ?ange 31 fits over the end 
of a latch pin 37 protruding upward beyond the upper 
edge of the supporting panel 26, as shown in FIGS. 2 
and 5. Correspondingly, a hole 38 in the lower ?ange 
33 receives the projecting end of a latch pin 39 pro 
truding beyond the lower edge of the supporting panel, 
as shown in FIGS. 6 and 8. One of these pins, shown as 
being the lower pin 39, is retractable for withdrawal of 
its end out of the ?ange hole so that the edge of the di 
rectory board panel carrying such ?ange can be swung 
away from the supporting panel. 
As shown best in FIG. 6, the pin 39 has a head 39’ 

which is backed by a compression spring 40 received 
in a cavity 41 in the directory board supporting panel 
26. By endwise pressure on the projecting end of pin 
39, such pin can be moved lengthwise toward the re 
cess 41 in opposition to the force of spring 40 suffi~ 
ciently to retract the projecting end of such pin from a 
hole 38 in the ?ange 33. 
When the ?ange has thus been released, the entire 

facing component of the directory board can be swung 
relative to the stationary component in the manner in 
dicated in FIG. 6 about its opposite end until the ?ange 
33 has cleared the supporting panel 26. The directory 
boardis next shifted edgewise as indicated in FIG. 5 to 
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withdraw the hole 36 in ?ange 31 from the projecting 
end of pin 37. The entire directory board facing com 
‘ponent can then be removed from the station compo 
nent board-supporting panel 26 while the latter re 
mains in place. 

In some instances, it may be preferred to make the 
stationary component board-supporting panel 26 and 
the directory board facing component inseparable. In 
such instances, the construction shown in FIG. 7 can be 
used as an alternate to the construction of FIG. 5. In 
this instance, instead of providing interengagable and 
separable pin-and-socket means, such as the pin 37 and 
hole 36 shown in FIG. 5, the corresponding edges of 
the directory board facing component backing panel 
27 and the fixed component mounting panel 26 can be 
inseparably but movably connected by a hinge 36' sub 
stituted for the pin-and-socket type of connection. 
Such hinge may be a continuous or piano type of hinge. 
Whatever its structure, it will guide the directory board 
facing component backing panel 27 for swinging rela 
tive to the fixed component supporting panel 26 with 
out the two panels being separated. 

It is preferred that the opposite edges of the directory 
board supporting panel 26 extending perpendicular to 
the edges of such panel covered‘by the directory board 
?anges 31 and 33 have outwardly projecting ?anges be 
tween which the directory board backing panel 27 and 
transparent facing sheet 34 are received and which are 
of a width sufficient to cover the thickness of the direc 
tory board facing component. Such a ?ange 42 is 
shown in FIG. 9 as having a tongue or ?ange 43 perpen 
dicular to it which is secured in a marginal groove 43’ 
extending along the edge of panel 26. 
As shown best in FIG. 3, it is preferred that ?anges 

42 along the edges of the supporting panel 26 be suffi 
ciently wide to cover virtually the entire thickness of 
the directory board assembly, projecting outward 
across the access slot to the strip-receiving cavity of the 
facing component between the backing panel 27 and 
the transparent facing sheet 34. Such ?ange will there 
fore prevent access to the cavity between the cover 
sheet 28 and the facing sheet 34 in which the indicia 
strips 29 are received. Consequently, these ?anges con 
stitute obstructing means which will prevent removal of 
indicia strips. - ~ 

When the directory board facing component panel 
27 has been swung away from the stationary compo 
nent supporting panel 26 in the manner indicated in 
FIGS. 5 to 9, as described above, however, the slot be 
tween the edge portions of cover sheet 28 and the 
transparent sheet 34 is accessible so that indicia strips 
29 can be shifted edgewise out of the space between 
the cover sheet 28 and the transparent sheet 34 and re 
placement strips can be inserted into such space as in 
dicated in FIG. 9. 

In the arrangement for mounting the transparent 
sheet 34 on the directory board panel 27, by the use of 
screws as described in connection with FIGS. 1 to 7 and 
9, it is necessary to provide holes in such transparent 
sheet. These holes form stress concentration points 
which induce cracking of the sheet. The stress concen 
tration resulting from a hole for accommodating a se 
curing screw 35 may, for example, result in a corner of 

' the transparent sheet breaking off. Such stress concen 
tration areas can be avoided by utilizing a construction 
such as shown in FIG. 8, for example, along opposite 

4 
margins, such as the upper margin and lower margin of 
the directory board. 

Instead of utilizing only a simple angle marginal ?n 
ishing strip including a face ?ange forming a spacer be 
tween the directory board facing component panel 27 

. and the transparent sheet 34, the strip has an additional 
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?ange. In the strip of FIG. 8, the ?ange 33’ adapted to 
cover corresponding edges of the directory board panel 
27 and the directory board stationary component sup 
porting panel 26 is extended outward into overlapping 
relationship with the corresponding edge of the trans 
parent sheet 34. 
Three ?anges 44, 45 and 46 project in generally par 

allel relationship from the same side of ?ange 33’ in 
place of the single ?ange 32. The middle ?ange 44 cor 
responds to the single ?ange 32 of the other type of 
marginal ?nishing strip described and is engaged be 
tween the directory board panel 27 and the transparent 
sheet 34 as shown in FIG. 8 to space them apart for 
providing the space between them to accommodate the 
cover sheet 28 and the indicia strips 29. 
The outer ?ange 45 is spaced from the central ?ange 

44 a distance substantially equal to the thickness of the 
transparent sheet 34 and the margin of such transpar 
ent sheet fits into the groove between such ?anges 44 
and 45 to retain the transparent sheet in place of the 
construction shown in FIGS. 1 to 7. The screws 35 
serve the dual purpose of attaching the marginal ?nish 
ing strips 32, 33 and the transparent sheet 34 to the di 
rectory panel board 27 because such screws 35 extend 
through both the finishing strip ?ange 32 and the trans 
parent sheet 34, as well as the panel 27, as described 
above. , 

When the screws 35 are omitted, it is necessary to 
provide an alternate construction for securing the mar 
ginal finishing strips to the directory panel. The inner 
?ange 46 serves this purpose by being of a cross-section 
?ared away from the ?ange 33’ and received in a com 
plemental inwardly ?ared groove in the edge of the di 
rectory board panel to form a dovetail connection. 
Such a connection will prevent the ?nishing strip being 
pulled away from the directory panel in a direction 
transversely of the length of the strip without rupturing 
the panel. 
We claim: 
1. In an indicia display directory board including a 

facing component having a backing panel, an outer 
transparent sheet overlying the backing panel and 
means securing the transparent sheet and the backing 
panel in spaced relationship for de?ning a cavity be 
tween the outer face of the backing panel and the trans 
parent sheet with an access slot formed between one 
edge portion of the backing panel and the overlying 
edge portion of the transparent sheet and communicat 
ing with such cavity, an indicia strip slidable edgewise 
out of such cavity through such access slot, a stationary 
component located behind the facing component with 
the backing panel of the facing component closer than 
the outer transparent sheet to the stationary compo 
nent, and securing means connecting the facing com 
ponent and the stationary component, the stationary 
component including a ?xed panel, the improvement 
comprising a fixed slot-obstructing side ?ange carried 
by the fixed panel of the stationary component and pro 
jecting forward from the ?xed panel toward the facing 
component and across the access slot of the facing 
component into a position overlapping the slot-forming 
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edge of the transparent sheet for obstructing the access 
slot to prevent removal of the indicia strip there 
through, the securing means being operable to prevent _ 
sufficient bodily movement of the facing component 
away from the stationary component to remove the fac 
ing component access slot from registration with and 
obstruction by said ?xed slot-obstructing side ?ange, 
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6 
and the securing means being releasable for movement 
of the facing component relative to the ?xed compo 
nent sufficiently to remove the facing component ac 

cess slot from being obstructed by said fixed compo 
nent fixed slot-obstructing side ?ange. 

* * * * * 


