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[57] ABSTRACT 
A chess piece including a hollow body having a ballast 
receiving chamber therein. An opening or port 
through the base of the body communicates with the 
chamber and is closed by a snap-fitting insert locked 
into position through a peripheral beveled insert edge 
brought into locked butting engagement with the pe 
ripheral wall portion of the port upon an inward con 
cave deforming of the insert within the port. 

2 Claims, 4 Drawing Figures 
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WElGl-ITED CHESS PIECE 

The present invention generally relates to manually 
movable game pieces, and is more specifically directed 
to chess pieces adopted to be custom weighted to the 
speci?cations of the individual user. 
Many chess players ?nd it highly desirable to have 

their chess pieces custom weighted to their individual 
speci?cations. In doing so, the individual player will 
have better control over the pieces during the handling 
and moving thereof and an additional means of recog 
nition of the individual pieces by weight. The actual 
stability of the pieces also can be enhanced. 

It is a primary object of the present invention to pro 
vide a game piece, and more particularly a chess piece, 
which can be easily custom weighted by the individual 
user following a simple procedure. 
Another signi?cant aspect of the invention is to pro 

vide a system for custom weighting chess pieces which 
can be adapted regardless of the external ?guration or 
appearance of the piece, requiring only suf?cient body 
structure as to provide a hollow internal ballast receiv 
ing chamber. ’ 

In conjunction with the above object, it is also a sig 
ni?cant object of the invention to provide custom 
weighted chess pieces which can be formed in any man 
ner, for example economical molded plastic, whereby 
the advantages of having a customized chess piece will 
be available even to those players with limited means. 

Basically, a chess piece constructed in accordance 
with the present invention includes a hollow body or a 
body defining an enlarged internal chamber. A port or 
opening extends through the base of the piece into the 
hollow interior or chamber for the introduction of bal 
last. This port is, subsequent to the insertion of the bal 
last, sealed by an insert deformable into interlocking 
position within the port. The peripheral wall of the port 
and the generally mating peripheral edge of the insert 
are angled so as to diverge slightly from each other, 
with the transverse width of the insert being slightly 
greater than that of the port. The insert is moved into 
the port by a concavo-convex deforming of the insert 
so as to bring the peripheral edge thereof to abutting 
engagement with the surrounding port wall, the resil 
iently flexible nature of the insert jamming the outer 
peripheral edge thereof against the surrounding port 
wall for a positive locking of the insert in position. The 
inserted insert seats against an inner shoulder and is 
slightly recessed relative to the base of the body so as 
to not interfere with the planar bottom support surface. 
The above objects and advantages, together with oth 

ers which will become subsequently apparent, reside in 
the details of construction and manner of use as more 
fully hereinafter described and claimed. Reference is 
now had to the accompanaying drawings forming a part 
hereof, wherein like numerals refer to like parts 
throughout, and in which: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a chess piece, incorpo 

rating the features of the invention; 
FIG. 2 is an exploded perspective view of the chess 

piece body and port closing insert; 
FIG. 3 is an enlarged sectional detail illustrating the 

relationship between the chess body and insert with the 
insert exploded outward from the body; and 
FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional detail with the ballast and 

insert in position in a completed custom-weighted 
chess piece. 
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2 
Referring now more speci?cally to the drawings, ref 

erence numeral 10 is used to designate a chess piece 
constructed in accordance with the present invention. 
For purposes of illustration, a simpli?ed pawn has been 
used. However, it will of course be appreciated that the 
custom weighting concept of the invention applies 
equally to all of the pieces. 
The chess piece 10 includes an upstanding hollow 

body-12 having an internal ballast receiving chamber 
14. The body 12 can be con?gured as desired and in 
cludes a base portion 16 having a game board engaging 
?at lower support surface 18. 
An enlarged port or access opening 20 is de?ned 

through the base portion 16 into the internal chamber 
14 for the selective introduction of ballast 21. While, 
as a matter of manufacturing convenience, the entire 
interior of the body 12 may be hollow, the chamber 14 
can be of any size suf?cient as to accomodate such bal 
last as _may be required to bring the weight of the chess 
piece 10 to that desired. Insofar as the ballast 21 itself, 
such can consist of sand, BB shot, lead, or any combi 
nation thereof. ' 

The port 20 includes a peripheral wall 22 extending 
inwardly from the bottom support surface 18 at ap 
proximately ninety degrees thereto. The port wall 22 
terminates in a radially inwardly projecting shoulder 24 
extending at an angle of approximately five degrees to 
the horizontal or at approximately ninety-?ve degrees 
to the port wall 22. 
The insert 26, utilized to permanently close the port, 

at least in the sense that destruction’of the insert 26 
would be required to effect its removal, is of a disc-like 
con?guration and of size so as to be snuggly received 
within the port 20. As suggested in the drawings, both 
the port and the insert are preferably circular. 
The peripheral edge 28 of the insert 26 is beveled or 

tapered at approximately ?ve degrees to the vertical 
with the wider lower surface 30 of the insert 26 being 
of slightly greater width than the diametric width of the 
port 20. 
As will be appreciated from FIG. 3, the peripheral 

edge 28 of the insert 26 is so cut or beveled relative to 
the port wall 22 as to diverge inwardly and upwardly 
relative thereto. Referring now in turn to FIG. 4, a 
mounting of the insert 26, subsequent to an introduc 
tion of the ballast 21, is effected by an inward forcing 
of the insert into the port 20 in conjunction with a con 
cavo-convex deforming of the insert 26 suf?cient as to 
bring the insert peripheral edge 28 into coplanar con 
stricted abutment with the port wall 22. At the same 
time, the upper surface of the insert 26, about the pe 
riphery thereof, seats against the slightly inclined shoul 
der 24, the angle of the insert edge 28 and that of the 
shoulder 24, being equal whereby a flush seating of the 
insert 26 against both shoulder 24 and the port wall 22 
will be effected. 
The depth or thickness of the insert 26 is equal to or 

slightly less than the height of the port wall 22 whereby 
the insert 26, particularly with the downwardly di 
rected concavity of the insert when positioned as in 
FIG. 4, is orientated above the ?at-bottom supporting 
surface 18, peripherally thereabout. This insures a 
hightly stable base. 
As will be appreciated, the insert 26 incorporates a 

slight degree of flexible resiliency enabling the inward 
?exing thereof into position with the memory charac 
teristic of the insert maintaining a constant radially out 
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ward pressure thereon suf?cient so as to positively lock 
the insert into place. Removal of the insert will, for all 
practical purposes, require a breaking or cutting of the 
insert. Further, the constant load of the internal ballast 
21 will be both effectively retained by the insert 26 and 
will in turn, through pressure on the insert 26, tend to 
enhance the locking engagement of the insert 26 within 
the port 20. 
From the foregoing, it will be appreciated that a 

highly unique chess piece has been defined. This chess 
piece, through the provision of a port and associated 
closure insert, can be custom weighted in accordance 
with the desires of the individual player. The weight in 
creasing ballast is positively locked within each individ 
ual piece by the permanently mountable port closing 
insert which in turn provides a ?nished appearance to 
the base of the piece. lncidently, if so desired, an ap 
propriate felt cover or the like can be provided over the 
lower surface of the base, including the base mounted 
insert. 
The foregoing is considered illustrative of the princi 

ples of the invention. Further, since modi?cations and 
changes may readily occur to those skilled in the art, it 
is not desired to limit the invention to the exact con 
struction shown and described, and accordingly, all 
suitable modi?cations and equivalents may be resorted 
to falling within the scope of the invention as claimed. 
What is claimed as new is: 
1. A game piece, said game piece comprising an up 

standing body con?gured to de?ne a chess piece and 
having a base portion, said base portion having a game 
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board engaging ?at lower support surface, an internal 
chamber within said body, an access port through said 

7 lower support surface into said chamber for the intro 
duction of loose ballast into said chamber, and a clo 
sure insert for said port, said insert being circular, ?at 
and resiliently ?exible for deformation into a concavo 
convex con?guration within said port, said insert'hav 
ing upper and lower surfaces with a peripheral edge at 
an angle of slightly less than ninety degrees to the lower 
surface, said port including a circular side wall project 
ing inwardly from the lower support surface at an angle 
thereto slightly greater than the angle of the peripheral 
insert edge to the insert lower surface, the diameter de 
?ned by the peripheral sidewall of the port being 
slightly less than that of the lower surface of the insert, 
and a shoulder above said peripheral sidewall of the 
port projecting radially inward therefrom at an angle 
equal to the angle of the peripheral edge of the insert 
to the lower surface of the insert, said insert, upon a 
concavo-convex deforming insertion thereof into said 
port, having the peripheral edge thereof engaged flush 
against the circular sidewall of the port with the upper 
surface of the insert engaging ?ush against the inwardly 
projecting port shoulder. 

2. The game piece of claim 1 wherein the height of 
the peripheral sidewall of the port is slightly greater 
than the thickness of the insert so as to enable a com 
plete positioning of the inserted insert above the game 
board engaging ?at lower support surface of the out 
standing body. 

* * * * 


