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[57] ABSTRACT 
A rug construction comprising a plurality of modular 
rug units having fastener elements for removably se~ 
curing said modular rug units to a tape grid-work 
which may optionally be bonded to a ?oor whereby 
the modular rug units may be selectively attached and 
detached from the grid-work for washing, replacement 
or repair. 

8. Claims, 4 Drawing Figures 
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MODULAR RUG CONSTRUCTION 
The present invention relates to an improved rug 

construction and more particularly to one which is fab 
ricated from modular rug units which may be selec 
tively attached and detached relative to each other. 

In the past, rugs and carpets which were used in the 
home were generally of the type which were fabricated 
out of one single piece of material. Such rugs were too 
large to be washed in a home washing machine. In addi 
tion, in the event such a rug experienced wear in a cer 
tain area, there was no way of replacing only the worn 
area. It is with overcoming of the foregoing de?ciencies 
of prior rug constructions that the present invention is 
concerned. 

It is accordingly the primary object of the present in 
vention to provide an improved rug construction hav 
ing modular rug units which are secured relative to 
each other in a detachable manner so that the rug may 
be disassembled into smaller pieces for washing and so 
that certain portions of the rug can be replaced or 
shifted around to different positions in the rug as de 
sired. Other objects and attendant advantages of the 
present invention will readily be perceived hereafter. 
The improved rug construction of the present inven~ 

tion comprises a plurality of modular rug units, and at 
tachment means for detachably securing said modular 
units relative to each other. In its more specific aspect, 
the improved rug construction of the present invention 
includes a grid-work of tape which may optionally be 
secured to a floor. The modular ring units in turn are 
detachably secured to the grid~work. 
The various aspects of the present invention will be 

more readily understood when the following portions 
of the specification are read in conjunction with the ac 
companying drawings wherein: 
FIG. 1 is a fragmentary perspective view of the im 

proved rug construction of the present invention laid 
out on a floor; 
FIG‘ 2 is a fragmentary plan view of the tape grid 

work which is used to hold the modular rug units in as 
sembled relationship; 
FIG. 3 is a fragmentary cross sectional view taken 

substantially along line 3-—3 of FIG. 2; and 
Fig. 4 is a fragmentary cross sectional view taken 

substantially in the direction of line 4-4 of FIG. 1. 
The improved modular rug construction 10 of the 

present invention includes a grid-work ll of crossing 
tapes l2 and 13 which are secured to floor 14, and 
modular rug units 15 are detachably secured to the 
tape grid-work 11. Because each modular rug unit 15 
is detachably secured to tapes 12 and 13, it can be re 
moved for replacement or repair, or for washing, as de 
sired. Furthermore, because the modular units 15 are 
relatively small, when they are separated from the grid 
work 11, they can‘ be washed in an ordinary home-type 
washing machine. 

In accordance with the embodiment of the invention 
as shown in FIGS. 1-4, the grid-work 11 consists of par 
allel tapes 13 having a pressure-sensitive adhesive 16 
on their undersides to securely bond these tapes to 
floor 14. Parallel tapes 12 also have a pressure-sensitive 
adhesive 18 on their undersides so as to bond them se 
curely to the‘ floor in the zones between tapes l3 and 
also bond them securely to the upper surfaces of tapes 
13 where they cross tapes 13. 
The initial steps in assembling a modular rug con 

struction such as shown in FIG. 1 is to lay out tapes 12 
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2 
and 13 into the grid-work 11, as shown, and press these 
tapes into secure engagement with the floor 14. Fur 
thermore, tapes [6 are laid out where the wall meets 
the floor, and these tapes are analogous to tapes [2 and 
13 but are only half their width because they are to be 
secured only to one edge of a rug module, and not to 
the adjacent abutting edges of two modules 15. 
Tapes l2 possess a pattern of the male portions 17 of 

conventional snap fasteners 20 thereon. This pattern 
includes four male snap fastener portions 17 overlying 
each junction of tapes l2 and 13. Between adjacent 
sets of four male snap fastener portions 17 on each tape 
12 are two sets of two male fastener portions 17', which 
are equidistant from each other and from the sets hav 
ing four portions 17. Tapes 13 do not have any male 
fastener portions in the areas where fastener portions 
17 cross over them. However, tapes 13 do have two 
pairs of male snap fastener portions 17" spaced equally 
from each other and from each cluster of four fastener 
portions 17 which are located above the junctions of 
tapes l2 and 13. As can be seen from FIG. 2, the male 
fastener portions l7, l7’ and 17" are located so that 
they are symmetrical with the centerlines (not num 
bered) of tapes l2 and 13. 
Each edge of each modular rug unit 15 has four fe 

male snap fastener portions 19 suitably secured thereto 
by bonding or clamping, and such female snap fastener 
portions 19 securely engage the male fastener portions 
17, 17' 17" which they overlie: on tapes l2 and 13, 
so that when the modular rug units 15 are assembled on 
the grid-work 11, they will lie in edge-to-edge abutting 
relationship. It will be appreciated that the female snap 
fastener portions 19 are attached to units 15 so as to be 
hidden from view. 

It can thus be seen that each modular rug unit 15 can 
be selectively detached from the grid-work 11 so that 
it can be replaced or repaired or washed. Furthermore, 
since units 15 are relatively small, they can be washed 
in a conventional home washing machine. Further 
more, since the grid-work 11 is attached to the floor by 
means of pressure-sensitive adhesive, it can be re 
moved easily from the ?oor when the rug is no longer 
desired or when another type of floor covering is de 
sired. 

In addition it will be appreciated that while each 
modular rug unit 15 has been shown as being in the 
shape of a square, it can be in the shape of a rectangle 
or any other shape which is convenient or desirable. In 
addition, while conventional male-female snap fasten 
ers have been shown as being the fastening means for 
securing the modular rug units 15? to the grid-work, it 
will be appreciated that any other type of fastening 
means may be utilized. In this respect, it may be desir 
able to use hook-pile type of fabric connectors instead 
of the male-female snap fasteners, or it may be desir 
able to use any other type of attachment means which 
will permit selective attachment and detachment of the 
modular rug units 15 from the grid-work 11. 
While the above description has disclosed the grid 

work 11 as being secured to the floor by means of pres 
sure-sensitive adhesive, it will be appreciated that if de~ 
sired it can be secured by tacks or the like. Further 
more, if desired, the grid-work 11 may be left unat 
tached from the ?oor so that the rug may be in the na 
ture of a movable area rug. In this respect, the mere 
laying out of a grid-work 11 on the floor, without at 
taching it to the floor, will serve to hold the modular 
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rug units 15 in assembled relationship with respect to 
each other when they are secured to grid 11 because 
the attachment of the rug units 15 to tapes l2 and 13 
will produce an entire rug. If desired, instead of attach 
ing the rug units 15 to tapes, which are not attached to 
the ?oor, certain of the rug units 15 may have tapes at 
tached to themselves so that one rug unit, such as 15, 
would have tapes attached to certain of its sides and the 
adjacent rug unit 15 would have fasteners thereon 
which selectively attaches said adjacent rug unit to the 
tape secured to the other rug unit. 

lt can thus be seen that the improved rug construc 
tion of the present invention provides an arrangement 
by which modular rug units can be assembled to pro 
duce an entire rug which may be secured to the ?oor 
or by which the rug units may be secured to each other 
and the entire rug may be free for movement on the 
floor. It will also be appreciated that the principles of 
the present invention are applicable to all types of rugs 
and carpets, practically regardless of their type of 
weave or construction, as long as they can support 
some sort of fastener elements thereon. 
While preferred embodiments of the present inven 

tion have been disclosed, it will readily be appreciated 
that the present invention is not limited thereto but 
may be otherwise embodied within the scope of the fol 
lowing claims. 
What is claimed is: 
l. A modular rug construction comprising a plurality 

of modular rug units, and attachment means for de 
tachably securing said modular rug units relative to 
each other, said attachment means comprising tape 
means in the form of elongated strips having ?rst fas 
tener means thereon, and second fastener means on 
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4 
said modular rug units for selective engagement and 
disengagement with said ?rst fastener means. 

2. A modular rug construction as set forth in claim 1 
wherein said tape means includes securing means for 
securing said tape means to a floor. 

3. A modular rug construction as set forth in claim 2 
wherein said securing means comprises pressure sensi 
tive adhesive on the underside of said tape means. 

4. A modular rug construction as set forth in claim 1 
wherein said tape means comprises a grid-work of 
crossing tapes and wherein said second fastener means 
are located along the edges of said modular rug units. 

5. A modular rug construction as set forth in claim 4 
wherein said modular rug units are in the shape of 
squares. 

6. A modular rug construction as set forth in claim 4 
wherein said grid-work comprises a plurality of ?rst 
parallel tapes extending in a ?rst direction and a plural 
ity of second parallel tapes extending in a second direc 
tion which is substantially perpendicular to said ?rst di 
rection. 

7. A modular rug construction as set forth in claim 6 
wherein said ?rst fastener means comprises third fas 
tener means on said ?rst tapes with said third fastener 
means being located in spaced clusters of four with two 
clusters of two therebetween, and fourth fastener 
means on said second tapes arranged in spaced clusters 
of two located between the areas where said clusters of 
four are located when said ?rst and second tapes are 
assembled into said grid-work. 

8. A modular rug construction as set forth in claim 6 
including means for attaching said ?rst tapes to said 
second tapes. 

* * * * * 


