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[57] ABSTRACT 
A device for locking office equipment to a remote 
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fixed base includes a ?rst locking device connected to 
the base and having a locking cable secured to the 
base which has an opposite end with a collar which is 
secured directly to the of?ce equipment. The locking 
device at one end of the cable may advantageously 
comprise a hollow metal block which is secured to the 
base, such as by securing screws which extend from 

_ ‘the interior of the block into the base and which can 
not be loosened except through a large circular slot 
which is ?lled by either a locking member which is en 
gaged into the circular slot and has a key operated 
latch which is extended to prevent withdrawal or by a 
locking member which telescopically engages with an 
upstanding shank portion of a securement member 
which is secured to the base. The locking member 
carries a key operated lock which moves a latch mem 
ber into engagement with the securement member and s 
when it is locked in position it covers the slot against 
accessibility. The locking cable includes an end por 
tion with axially spaced collars de?ning recesses which 
permit the end to be engaged into the circular slot 
opening when the locking device is not present and 
‘then to be moved into a receiving slot which extends 
radially off from the large circular slot. The opposite 
end of the cable advantageously carries a similar ar 
rangement or a securement collar which is held in po 
sition by a similar locking device which includes a se 
curement member which engages a locking member 
and is latched thereto by a lock mechanism which is 
operated by a key. . ' 

17 Claims, 9 Drawing Figures 
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l 
APPARATUS FOR SECURING OFFICE 
EQUIPMENT AT A REMOTE STATION 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention ‘ 

This invention relates in general to devices for secur 
ing office equipment andin particular to a new and use 
ful device for securing office machines at the end of a 
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connecting cable so that they may be positioned within , 
a desired radius of operation, but secured through the‘ 
connecting cable to a fixed base. 

2. Description of the Prior Art 
At the present time devices are known for securing 

adding machines, typewriters, photocopiers, etc. to 
large fixed ‘bases in offices in order to prevent their 
theft. In most instances such devices comprise a mem 
ber vwhich is bolted to a base, and which includes a se 
curing bar or other element which is slidable in respect 
to the member and which is secured, in turn, to the 
equipment to be held against theft. With devices of this 
nature the positioning range of the equipment which is 
protected is rather limited and in addition, in most in 
stances, the devices are not secured reliably against re 
moval. In cases where the equipment is merely bolted 
in place, it is not unusual for the machine to be stolen 
by removal of the bolts which hold them in place. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In accordance with the invention there is provided a 
locking device which includes a locking cable having 
one end secured with a key operated latching mecha-v 
nism to a fitment secured to any office machine and 
which is secured at its opposite end to a fixed base. The 
invention advantageously includes a collar formation at 
one end of the cable, preferably at the machine end 
which engages over. an eyelet of a securement fitment 
which is secured to the of?ce machine. The locking 
mechanism advantageously includes a bolt member 
having a shank portion which extends through the eye-' 
let and the collar and also a head portion which is too 
wide to fit through the collar or eyelet. A key operated 
latch on‘a locking member is engaged with the shank 
portion and latched thereto by turning the key. The op 
posite end of the cable carries a double collar forma 
tion with spaced apart collar portions which form a re 
cess therethrough which permits the device to be en‘ 
gaged into a large circular slot of a hollow block hold 
ing member and advanced outwardly along a radially 
extending slot so that the wall bounding the radially ex 
tending slot extends between the two collar formations. 
The outer collar formation is advantageously provided 
with a bullet head or rounded head so that it becomes 
positioned over one of the securement screws for hold 
ing the hollow block member to a ?xed base. The base 
memeber is also advantageously held into position by 
an additional securingscrew which is engaged through 
a hollow shank portion of a securement member of a 
lock mechanism. The hollow shank portion is engaged ' 
by the outer securement member having key operated 
latch means which engages therewith and secures the 
fastening screw against removal. In addition the outer 
securement member fills the cylindrical hole of the hol 
low block so that no access to the‘ interior of the block 
is possible for the purpose of removing the securement 
screws unless a key is employed to unlatch the secure 
ment and uncover the screws. 
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Accordingly it is'an object of the invention to provide 

an improved device for securing; office equipment in 
position and preferably which includes a long connect 
ing cable so that the office equipment may be posi 
tioned at any desired location within the radius of the 
cable. 

‘ A further object of the invention is to provide a de 
vice for securing office equipment which includes a fit 
ment plate adapted to-be secured to the base of the 
equipment to be secured by bolts which are made inac 
cessible by the fitment and wherein the fitment in 
cludes a locking loop formation which fits over an up 
standing shank portion of a locking member and which 
carries a collar of a connecting cable thereon which is 
locked in position by a securement member engaged 
with the shank portion, the cable having an opposite 
end which is adapted to be locked at a fixed location. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a lock 

ing device for securing, preferably, office equipment in 
position and which includes ‘a hollow block member 
which is secured to a base and which includes an up 
standing locking member shank portion which extends 
from an interior bottom wall upwardly into a cylindri 
cal slot of the top wall and which is secured to the block 
member ‘and including a securement member engaga 
ble with said shank portion for locking therewith so as 
to cover the opening of the block member and prevent 
access to the removal of screws for loosening the block 
member from a fixed foundation. 
A further object of the invention is to provide an of 

fice equipment locking device which is simple in 'de 
sign, rugged in construction and economical to manu 
facture. 
For an understanding of the principles of‘ the inven 

> tion, reference is made to the following description of 
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typical embodiments thereof as illustrated in the ac 
companying drawing. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

In the drawings: ‘ 

FIG. 1 is a front,.side perspective view of a locking 
device constructed in accordance with the invention; 
FIG. 2 is an enlarged, exploded, partial sectional and V 

'partial elevational view of one of the latching mecha 
nisms associated with the device of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a front, top perspective view of the other 

latching device used with the locking device shown in 
FIG. 1; ' 

FIG. 4 is a section taken along the line 4-4 of FIG. 
3; ‘ ' . 

FIG. 5 is a partial elevational and partial sectional 
view of another embodiment of the device shown in 
FIG. 3; ' 

FIG. 6 is an enlarged, exploded, partial elevational 
and partial sectional viewof another embodiment of 
the device shown in FIG. 2; -' 
FIG. 7 is an enlarged, exploded, partial elevational 

and partial sectional view of still another embodiment 
of the device indicated in FIG. 2; ' 

FIG. 8 is a partial elevational and partial sectiona 
view of the device shown in FIG. 2 in a closed position; 
and ‘ 

FIG. 9 is a view similar to FIG. 3‘ of another embodi 
ment of latching device. - ‘ 
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GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
- EMBODIMENTS 

Referring to the drawings, in particular, the invention 
embodied therein in FIG. 1 comprises, a securing de 
vice generally designated 10 for securing a piece of of 
fice equipment such as an adding machine 12 so that 
it may be oriented on a desk or support 14 at a location 
spaced away from a fixed base 16 which may or may 
not be a continuation of the desk 14. 

In order that the adding machine 12 maybe an 
chored so that it can not easily be removed, it is se 
cured to a holding plate generally designated 18 which 

- includes a bottom wall portion 18a and an end wall por 
tion 18b. The wall portion 18a contains small size open 
ings 20 for receiving securement elements such as bolts 
which are advantageously only removable with a spe 
cial tool. A similar bolt opening 22 is provided in the 
end wall 18b which is located at the lower end of a 
rounded portion 18c which is accessible only by the use 
of a special tool, and which is at least partially blocked 
by a first latching member or a lock generally desig 
nated 24 when the lock is in a locked position. An eye 
let or loop plate 26 comprises a ?at plate with a rectan 
gular slotted forward portion 28 and a central circular 
slot portion 30 which leads into the rectangular posi 
tion. An end 32 is engaged through a loop 34 of a hold 
ing member 36 which is secured to the bottom of the 
plate 18. The loop includes an elongated part 34a into 
which the flat end 32 engages when it is desired that the 
loop 34 be oriented'directly outwardly from the bottom 
wall 18a, when the part 32 fits into the rectangular slot 
portion 34a the eyelet 26 cannot pivot in respect to the 
holding member 36.’ 

In accordance with the invention the latching mem 
ber 24 includes a securement member generally desig 
nated 40 which is engagable with a locking member 
generally designated 42. The securement member 40 
includes a head portion 44 of a larger diameter than the 
circular slot 30 of the eyelet 26 and a shank portion 46 
which extends through the slot 30 and which carries 
locking or latching tabs 48 on each side. 
The locking member 42 is telescopically engagable 

with the securement member 40 and, in the embodi 
ment shown, it ?ts over the securement member 40 and 
it includes a hollow interior annular space 50 into 
which the hollow shank portion 46 projects. The lock 
ing tabs 48 engage in a slot 52 which has a vertically ex 
tending portion and an upper horizontally extending 
portion 52a which accommodates the locking tabs 48 
when the locking member 42 is rotated relative to the 
shank part 46. The locking member 42 includes an 
inner cylindrical portion 54 having locking dogs or ele 
ments 56 which move into recesses in the interior of the 
cylindrical portion 54 as indicated in dotted lines at 56a 
when a key 58 is inserted into the locking mechanism. 
When the key 58 is withdrawn the dogs 56 extend out: 
wardly as shown in the solid line position and they en 
gage into vertical recesses 60 of the securement mem 
ber 40 and once engaged therein they prevent relative 
rotation between the securement 40 and the locking 
member 42. The device is locked when the projecting 
tabs 48 are positioned within the horizontal groove 52a 
and at the same time the dogs 56 become aligned with 
the vertical groove 60. The locking is effected by re 
moving the key 58 to cause the dogs 56 to go into the 
vertical groove 60 and prevent ‘the relative rotation 

4 
which is necessary to open the device. When it is de 

- sired to unlock the device the key 58 is inserted to with 
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draw the dogs 56 to the dotted line position in which 
they clear the groove 60 and permit relative rotation of 
the locking member relative to the securement member 
40. The rotation continues until the projection 48 
moves into the vertical groove 52 and the two parts are 
disengaged by relative axial movement therebetween. 

In accordance with the invention the latching mem 
ber 24 is provided to lock a collar 62 carried on a con 
necting cable 64 in position engaged over the shank 
portion 46 and secured in position by the locking mem 
ber 42. The other end of the connecting cable 64 ad 
vantageously has another latching member or lock de 
vice generally designated 66 which, in they embodiment 
shown, comprises a hollow block or holder generally 
designated 68 having a flat bottom wall 70, end’ walls 
72 and 74, side walls 76 and 78 and a top 80. The block 
68 is secured to the base 16 by one or more screws 82, 
which extend through the bottom wall 70 and are ac 
cessible only from the hollow interior of the block 68. 
Access is provided through the securement means or 
screws 82 which includesa large cylindrical slot 84 
which is formed in the top wall 80,'and which includes 
a radially extending extension 86 directed toward the 
end wall 72. The slot 86 forms a receiving channel for 
locking an engagement head 88 carried at the end of 
the cable 64 to the block member 68. The engagement 
head 88 includes a collar portion 88 a which is spaced 
axially from a head portion 88b which is of dome~ 
shaped con?guration and wide enough to block access 
to one of the engagement screws 82 which underlies it. 
The walls bounding the slot 86 engage into the annular 
recess 90 formed between the parts 88a and 88b, so 
that the head 88 can be removed only by directing it 
outwardly into a widened cylindrical slot 84. 

In order to prevent access to the cylindrical slot 84, 
and removal of the head 88 and the connecting cable 
64, the slot 84 is covered by a latch assembly 92 which 
comprises a securement member 94 which is telescopi 
cally and lockably engagable with a locking member 
96. The latch assembly 92 is similar to the latch assem 
bly 24 and the securement member 96 includes an 
inner cylindrical portion 96a which engages within a 
shank portion 94a of the securement memberv94. The 
securement member covers and locks a head 82a of a 
screw 82 ‘which is located within the outline of the slot 
84 and thus, prevents the removal of the securement 
screw. In this construction a guide sleeve 98 is em 
ployed between the screw 82 and the securement mem 
ber 94. 

In the embodiment shown in FIG. 5, a latching mem 
ber or lock generally designated 100 includes a hollow 
block or holder 102 having a top wall with a cylindrical 
slot which is closed by a latching member or lock 104. 
In this case construction cable 64', having an engage 

I ment head 88', is held in a slot in the top wall similar 
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to the embodiment shown in FIG. 3. In the construction 
of FIG. 5, however, substantially all of the securing 
screws 82' are covered by the latching member 104. 

In the arrangement shown'in FIG. 6, a latching mem 
ber or lock generally designated 106 includes a secure 
ment member 108 and a locking member 110, similar 
to that shown in FIG. 2, and it is lockable with an eyelet 
26' in the same manner as shown in‘ FIG. 2.»In this con 
struction, however, a guide sleeve 112 is carried in the 
securement member 110, and it provides a guide for 



5 
locking screw 114 which extends through the guide 
sleeve and through an opening 116 in a base plate 118, 
which is positioned over the fixed base to which the de 
vice-is to be secured. A spring 120 is interposed be 
tween the bottom of the securement member 110 and 
the base plate 118 and it functions as a friction clutch 
which holds the securement member 110 during the 
fastening of the screw 114 and during its removal when 
the locking member 108 is removed in the same man 
ner as in the other embodiment. 

In the arrangement shown in FIG. 7 there is provided 
a latching member or lock generally designated 120 
which includes a securement member generally desig 
nated 122 which is telescopically engageable and lock— 
able with a locking member 124. In this embodiment 
the securement member includes a base plate 125 hav 
ing an annular portion extending around a shank por 
tion 126 and which is secured to a fixed base 128 by se 
curement screws 130 which are arranged at equal inter 
vals around the circumference of the annular portion 
of the base plate 125. In this construction the locking 
member 124 has a wide skirt that covers all of the 
screws 130 so that they cannot be removed. 

In the embodiment shown in FIG. 8 there is shown a 
latching member or lock assembly generally designated 
132 which includes a securement member 134 having 
an- upstanding shank portion 136 which engages 
through an eyelet 138 and a base portion 140 which is 
secured to a fixed base such as by a plurality of screws 
142 which extend around its outer marginal edge and 
which arelocated below the collar 138. The latching 
member assembly 132 also includes a locking member 
144 which may be locked in engagement with the 
shank portion 136 to the arrangement shown in FIG. 2. 
FIG. 9 shows an arrangement similar to FIG. 3 in 

which a connecting cable 64" carries a head 88"_ with 
spaced roller portions 88A" and 88B” de?ning a re 
cess therebetween 88C" which ?ts into an elongated 
slot 150 which leads off from a widened slot portion or 
circular slot 152 of a block member 154 which is se 
cured to a mounting base 156. After the head 88" is in 
serted into the widened slot portion 152 it is moved 
into the narrow slot 150 where the collars 88A” and 
88B" prevent withdrawal of the head from the block 
154. The head 88” is locked against removal by a lock~ 
ing member generally designated 160 having latch 
means in the form of an extensible latch 162 which may 
be extended by operation ofa key 164 after the locking 
member 160 is inserted into the cylindrical portion 
152. The locking member includes a cylindrical body 
166 which is sized to substantially completely fill the 
cylindrical slot 152. Once it is in position the key 164 
is operated to extend the latch 162 to lock the slot 
opening 152 and to lock the head 88" in the slot 150. 
While speci?c embodiments of the invention have 

been shown'and described in detail to illustrate the ap 
plication of the principles of the invention, it will be un 
derstood that the invention may be embodied other 
wise without departing from such principles. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A device for locking of?ce equipment to a ?xed 

base which is adapted to engage through a securing 
eyelet of the equipment, comprising a securement 
member having a base portion and a shank portion of 
smaller dimension then said base portion engagable 
through the securement eyelet and extending out 
wardly therefrom, a connecting collar engaged over 
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said shank portion and carrying a connecting cable, a 
locking member telescopically engaged with said shank 
portion over said collar, said locking member and said 
securement member having a key‘ operated interenga 
gable latch means for latching said locking member to 
said securement member to hold said collar therebe 
tween, said cable having an opposite end with means 
for locking it to a fixed base. 

2. A device according to claim 1, wherein said lock 
ing member is engaged over said shank portion, said in 
terengagable latch means including a groove de?ned 
on the interior of said locking member extending up 
wardly from the bottom thereof and provided with a 
horizontal portion at the upper inner end thereof, said 
shank portion having a projection at a height above 
said base greater than the thickness of said collar and 
engagable in the vertical groove and being movable 
into the horizontal portion of the groove upon relative 
rotation of said locking member and said shank por‘ 
tion, and further including, means for locking said 
shank portion and said locking member against relative 
rotation when the projecting'portion of said shank por 
tion is in the horizontal groove of said locking member. 

3. A device according to claim 2.‘, wherein said shank 
portion is hollow and includes an interior wall with‘ a 
vertically extending groove therein said locking mem 
ber including an inner cylindrical portion extending 
into the hollow portion of said shank portion as an 
outer cylindrical portion extending over said shank 
portion, said latch means further including a dog on 
said locking member movable into and out of the verti 
cal groove‘ of said shank portion and a key insertable 
into and out of said locking member for moving the dog 
inwardly into the cylindrical portion of said locking 
member to release it from the groove of said shank por 
tion. 

4. A device according to claim 1, including a secure 
ment plate adapted to be secured to the of?ce equip 
ment having a bottom portion carrying a loop member 
adapted to be engaged with the eyelet, and comprising 
a ?at plate with a substantially cylindrical opening 
therethrough. ' 

5. A device according to claim 4, wherein said se 
curement member comprises a bolt with the base com 
prising a head portion against one side of said eyelet 
plate. 

6. A device according to claim 4, wherein said se 
curement plate includes a horizontal portion adapted 
to be secured to the base of the office equipment and 
a vertical portion adapted to be secured to one end of 
the equipment, said end portion of said plate having 
openings therethrough for a securing bolt to secure said 
plates to the equipment being located in a position in 
which it is blocked by said securement member and 
said locking member when they are interengaged. 

7. A device for locking of?ce equipment to a ?xed 
base which is adapted to engage through a securing 
eyelet of the equipment, comprising a securement 
member having a base portion and a shank portion of 
smaller dimension than said base portion engageable 
through the securement eyelet and extending out 
wardly therefrom, a connecting collar engaged over 
said shank portion and carryinga connecting cable‘, a 
locking member telescopically engaged with said shank 
portion over said collar, said locking member and said 
securement member having a key operated interen 
gageable latch means for latching said locking member 
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to said securement member to hold said collar therebe 
tween, said cable having an opposite end with means 
for locking it to a fixed base, the opposite end of said 
connecting cable carrying an engagement head and in 
cluding a hollow holding block, securement means car 
ried at the interior of said holding block for securing 
said holding block to a fixed base, said holding block 
having a wall with an enlarged slot therein having a ra 
dially extending smaller slot portion, said engagement 
head being engageable in said slot and having separated 
head parts de?ning an engagement recess on each side 
engageable with the walls bearing along the small slot 
for positioning of the outer head portion within the hol 
low block, said hollow block having an upstanding sec 
ond securement member secured to the interior thereof 
and centered within said large slot and a second locking 
member engageable with said securement member and 
substantially filling the large slot to prevent access of 
the interior of said block member and preventing re 
moval of said cable engagement head, and key oper 
ated means for securing said second locking member to 
said second securement member. 
- 8. A device according to claim 7, wherein said se 
curement means comprises at least one securement 
screw extending through the interior bottom wall of 
said hollow block, said screw being inaccessible when 
said second locking member and said second secure 
ment memberare interengaged. - 

‘9. A device according to claim 8, wherein said se 
curement screw is covered by said'securement mem 
ber. - 

_10. A device according to claim 8, wherein said se 
curement member includes a hollow shank portion, 
said securement means for securing said hollow block 
to a fixed base including a threaded securement mem 
ber extending through said hollow shank portion, hav~ 
ing a head portion engaged with said shank portion 

7 which is removable from the interior. 
' 11. A device according to‘ claim 10, including a 
sleeve member located within said hollow shank por 
tion, said hollow shank portion having an opening at its 
inner end for passage of said sleeve member, said 
sleeve member having a widened funnel portion for re 
ceiving a threaded member, said securement means 
comprising a threaded securement member engaged 
through said sleeve and having a head portion bearing 
end said funnel portion of said sleeve. 

12. A device‘ according to claim 7, wherein said se 
curement means comprises a‘ plurality of screws ex 
tending through the interior bottom wall of said hollow 
block, all of said screws being covered by said secure 
ment member and said locking member when they are 
interengaged. 

13. A device for locking parts to a fixed base com 
prising a hollow block having a top wall with a cylindri 
cal slot with a radially extending smaller slot portion, 
said hollow block having a bottom wall with means ac 
cessible from the interior thereof for securing said bot 
.tom wall to a fixed base, said means for securing said 
bottom wall- to a fixed base being accessible through 
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the large diameter slot portion, a connecting member 
having a head portion with axially spaced collars defin 
ing a recess therebetween permitting said connecting 
member collars to be moved into the radially extending 
slot with the collars bearing in respective opposite sides 
of said top wall of said hollow block member and lock 
ing means including a securement member secured to 
the interior bottom wall of said hollow block member 
and a locking member locked thereto and which covers 
a substantial area of the slot so that the interior of said 
hollow block member is inaceessible. 

14. A device according to claim 13, wherein said se 
curement member comprises a hollow cylinder having 
a closed end wall with an opening for the passage of a 
securing bolt, and a securing bolt extending through 
said hollow shank portion into the opening there 
through and through the bottom of said hollow block 
for engagement with ya ?xed base, said locking member 
covering the open end of said shank portion and pre 
venting withdrawal of the securement bolt. 

15. A device according to claim 13, wherein the , 
other end of said connecting member is adapted to be 
connected to an apparatus to be secured, said means 
for securing said hollow block member to, a fixed base 
including a plurality of threaded engagement members 
extending through the hollow block bottom interior, 
said interengagable securement member and locking 
member covering said screws. - 

16. A device according to claim 1, wherein the oppo 
site end of said connecting cable carries an engagement 
head, and including a hollow holding block having 
means for securing it to a fixed base, said holding block 
having a wall with an enlarged slot therein having a ra 
dially extending smaller slot portion, said engagement 
head being engageable in said enlarged slot and having 
separated head parts defining an engagement recess on, 
each side engageable with the walls bearing along the 
small slot for- positioning of the outer head portion 
within the small slot, and a locking member engaged in 
and ?lling the enlarged slot and having key operated 
latch means for latching said locking member to said 
holding block and thereby preventing said head from 
being moved outwardly from said smaller slot portion. 

17. A device. for locking parts to a ?xed base com 
prising a hollow block having a top wall with an en 
larged slot portion with a smaller slot portion extending 
outwardly therefrom, said block having means for se 
curing it to a ?xed base, said means for securing it to 
a ?xed base being accessible through the large size slot, 
a connecting portion having a head portion with an axi 
ally spaced part de?ning a recess therebetween permit 
ting said connecting member to be moved into the out 
wardly extending smaller slot with the parts bearing 
against respective opposite sides of the wall bounding 
said slot, and a locking member engaged in and sub 
stantially filling the large slot and blocking the end of 
the smaller slot and having latching means for latching 
said locking member to said block. 

* * * * * 


