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[5 7] ABSTRACT 
An item of furniture in which a cushion having a tuft 
ing button secured thereto is buttoned through an ap 
erture in a substrate, for example, through a button 

, hole in a ?exible sheet of material that forms a sup 
port base for the cushion. A unitary tufting button as 
sembly may be employed, in which opposed tufting 
buttons and joining cord are a unitary, one-piece item. 

11 Claims, 4 Drawing Figures 
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CUSHION CONNECTION 

BACKGROUND AND BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF 
THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to items of furniture and to 
tufting buttons. More particularly, it is directed to an 
item of furniture in which cushions are attached so that 
they may be easily detached for the purpose of cleaning 
and also in the reversing of the cushions in the case of 
wear. 7 

In the past cushions have been loosely placed on fur 
niture or else ?xedly attached thereto. When ?xedly 
attached, they are not easily removed and this has been 
a problem. ‘ ' 

In the present ‘invention a tufted cushion is held in 
place on an 'item of furniture by utilizing one of the tuft 
ing buttons for both a decorative and an attaching pur 
pose. In particular, the cushion is held in place by pass 
ing the tufting button through an aperture in a substrate 
so that the cushion is literally “buttoned” in place. To 
remove the cushion it is simply “unbuttoned.” Thus, a 
cushion may be buttoned to a ?exible sheet of material 
that serves as a support base for the cushion, for exam 
ple, buttoned to a ?exible webbing that is slung be 
tween front and rear stretchers of an item of furniture. 
The tufted cushion may also be buttoned to another 
cushion or to itself to create unique and novel effects. 

A unitary tufting button assembly may be employed 
in which opposed tufting buttons joined together by a 
cord form a unitary, one-piece structure, for example, 

. from molded plastic. ~ 

The invention will be more completely understood by 
reference to the following detailed description of repre 
sentative embodiments thereof. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

FIG. I is a perspective view of a sofa embodying the 
invention. I 

‘FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the sofa of FIG. 1 with 
one of the cushions cut away to facilitate in the under 
standing of the invention. 
FIG. 3 is a partly sectional view of the sofa of FIG. 

1 illustrating the invention. 7 
FIG. 4 is a partly sectional view of an alternative form 

of sofa in accordance with the invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2,'there is shown a sofa 10 
embodying the invention. The sofa includes a pair of 
side pieces 12 and 14 between which extend a front 
stretcher l6 and a rear stretcher 18. The front and rear 
stretchers support a ?exible sheet 20 of material which 
forms a support-base for cushions 22 and 24. The ?exi 
ble sheet 20 comprises a substrate which includes aper 
tures 26 therein. The cushions 22 and 24 are conven 
tionally upholstered cushions including tufting buttons 
28 on both sides thereof joined by cord 30. The cush 
ions 22 and 24 are secured to the ?exible support sheet . 
20 by buttoning those tufting buttons on the undersides 
of the cushions 22 and 24 through the corresponding 
apertures 26, as shown in FIG. 3. 
Thus the tufting buttons serve both as a decorative 

feature (the usual tufting effect) and also for the added 
purpose of securing the cushions in place to the sub 
strate. It will be appreciated that the tufting buttons 28 
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2 
and the cords securing opposite buttons together as 
well as the upholstery material of the cushions and sub 
strate should be of sturdy material to withstand the 
stresses created by the attaching of the cushions to the 
substrate. In this regard nylon tape may be useful as a 
material for cords 30, such tape being quite strong and 
easily knotted to form a permanent attachment to each 
of the buttons. Further, tufting button assemblies may 
be employed, if desired, in which opposed tufting but 
tons and joining cord may be a unitary, single-piece 
structure, for example, from molded plastic. In such a 
case the tufting buttons themselves can be easily re 
placed by replacing the assemblies. 
Cushions may be buttoned to any type of substrate in 

accordance with the invention. A ?exible sheet of ma 
terial has been shown as one suitable substrate. Cush 
ions may be buttoned one to another as, for example, 
to form a series of interconnected cushions. A- part of 
one cushion may be buttoned to another part of the 
same cushion, for example, as shown in FIG. 4 to create 
an interesting effect. In this case, a single cushion'22' 
is wrapped over rear stretcher l8, and the tufting but 
ton on the underside of the cushion, for example (the 
rightmost tufting button 28 in FIG. 4), is then buttoned 
through the aperture 26 in the substrate 20 and also 
through corresponding apertures in the part of the 
cushion 22’ that is on the front side of the sofa con 
struction in FIG. 4. In this embodiment it will be appre 
ciated that one horizontal row of apertures in a cushion 
that normally receive tufting buttons therethrough are 
left “untufted” when the cushion is made to permit the 
buttoning of other tufting buttons therethrough from 
another row (as shown in FIG. 4’) when the‘cushion is 
secured in place in the item of furniture. Which row of 
apertures that, is left untufted is simply a matter of 
choice. 

It will- be appreciated that the invention provides a 
novel tufting button assembly and a novel way of secur 
ing a-tufted cushion in place in an item of furniture. 
The invention is susceptible of modi?cation. Accord 
ingly, the invention should be taken to' be de?ned by 
the following claims. ' - 

What is claimed is: 
1. An item of furniture comprising a substrate having‘ 

an aperture therein, and a cushion having a tufting as- , 
sembly which creates a tufting effect in the cushion and 
which includes a button secured thereto which is but- 
toned through the aperture in the substrate to provide 
the sole means for securing the cushion to the sub 
strate. ‘ 

2. An item of furniture according to claim 1 in which 
the cushion has tufting buttons .on_ opposite sides 
thereof forming the tufting assembly. 

3. An item of furniture according to claim 2, in which 
the tufting buttons are joined together by a cord, said 
cord and buttons constituting a unitary, single-piece 
structure. 

4. An item of furniture according to claim 1 in which 
the substrate comprises a ?exible sheet of material 
forming a support base for the cushion. 

5. An item of furniture according to claim 1 in which 
the substrate comprises a part of a cushion. 

6. An item of furniture according to claim 5 in which 
said part of said cushion is another part of the same 
cushion to which said tufting assembly button is se 
cured. 
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7. An item of furniture according to claim 6 in which 
‘said cushion is wrapped about a support member of 
said item of furniture. 

8. An item of furniture according to claim 5 in which 
'said part of said cushion comprises a second cushion. 

9. An item of furniture comprising a substrate having 
an aperture therein, and a cushion having a- tufting as 
sembly‘ which includes a button secured thereto which 
is buttoned through the aperture in the substrate to se 
cure the cushion to the substrate, in which there is in 
cluded a front stretcher, a rear stretcher, said substrate 
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comprising a ?exible sheet of material slungbetween 
said front and rear stretchers, said cushion having tuft 
ing buttons on opposite sides thereof, one of said tuft 
ing buttons being so buttoned through the aperture in 
said ?exible sheet to secure the cushion thereto. ‘ 

10. An item of furniture according to claim 9 in 
which said cushion is wrapped over said rear stretcher 
and said one tufting button is buttoned also through 
corresponding apertures in said cushion. 

11. An item of furniture according to claim 3 in 
which said structure is of plastic. 

* * * * * 
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