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[57] ABSTRACT 

A device for playing a game which simulates golf in 
cludes a three sided frame having gutters along its 
sides and a supporting surface between the gutters. 
The supporting surface is inclined upwardly from the 
open end of the frame and is thereafter horizontal, 
and this surface supports a mat which extends out of 
the open end of the frame. The portion of the mat 
supported by the frame has areas marked on it corre 
sponding to different scores one might expect in play 
ing an actual hole of golf (e.g., bogey, par, birdie, 
eagle), and is further provided with holes, one of 
which is scored as a hole-in-one. The portion of the 
mat located beyond the frame has tee positions 
marked on it. The user strokes the ball from the tee 
positions to the marked areas and attempts to have the 
ball stop in one of the marked areas or else drop into 
the hole which is scored as a hole-in~0ne. ' 

10 Claims, 6 Drawing Figures 
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GOLF PUTTING APPARATUS WITH BALL 
RETURN 

' BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates in general to games and more 
particularly to a device for playing a simulated game of 
golf in a relatively small area. 
The sport of golf ‘commands much interest among 

those who participate in the sport as well as those who 
do not. Because golf courses require considerable 
space, they are few in number, and expensive to oper 
ate. As a result, many who would like to participate in 
the sport of golf cannot. 
Heretofore devices have been developed for perfect 

ing on'e‘s putting indoors, but using a device of this na 
ture is not very interesting and soon becomes boring. 
Also, indoor golf games have been marketed from time 
to time, but most of these games are relatively simple 
‘both in construction and use, and therefore, playing 
these games ‘becomes routine after a short time. More 
over, they simulate the actual sport of golf only in a re 
mote sense. ' - 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

One of the principal objects of the present invention 
is tovprovide a device for playing a game which closely 
corresponds to the actual sport of golf. Another object 
is to provide a game device which may be played in 
doors on a relatively small surface area. A further ob 
ject is to provide a game device which will enable the 
user to perfect his putting ability. An additional object 
is to provide a game device which is interesting to play. 
These and other objects and advantages will become 
apparent hereinafter. _ 

The present invention is embodied in a game device 
having a frame which supports a playing surface on 
which various areas corresponding to scores in golf are 
marked. The invention also consists in the parts and in 

. the arrangements and combinations of parts hereinaf 
ter described and claimed. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

In the accompanying drawings which form part of the 
specification and. wherein like numerals and letters 
refer to like parts wherever they occur: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a game device con 

structed in accordance with and embodying the present 
invention; - 

FIG. 2 is a plan view of the device showing the mark 
ings on the playing surface thereof; 
FIG. 3 is a sectional view taken along line 3-—3 of 

FIG. 2 and showing the frame construction; 
FIG. 4 is a sectional view taken along line 4--4 of 

FIG. 2 and showing the gutter construction; 
FIG. 5 is a sectional view taken along line 5-5 of 

FIG. 3 and showing the construction of the return ball 
ramp and;v 
FIG. 6 is a sectional view taken along line 6-—6 of 

FIG. 1 and showing a pivoted approach block. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 
Referring now to the drawings (FIG. I ), A designates 

-a device on which a game closely corresponding to the 
actual game of golf is played. The game device'A in 
cludes a three sided frame 2, which rests on the floor, 
and a mat 4, a portion of which is supported in an ele 
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2 
vated position'by the frame 2. The mat 4 has a playing 
surface marked on it (FIG. 2) and further projects be 
yond one end of the frame 2 with the outwardly pro 
jecting portion resting on the floor. 
The frame 2 includes a pair of side walls 10 and an 

end wall 12 connecting the ends of the side walls 10 at 
one end of the frame 2. The opposite end of the frame 
2 is open, for the entry of golf balls. Interconnecting the 
side walls 10 intermediate its ends are cross members 
14, 16, 18, 20, 22, 24, 26 and 28 (FIGS. 3 and 4) which 
are arranged in that order from the open end. The en 
tire frame 2 is supported on adjustable legs 29 which 
thread into brackets on the cross members 16 and 26. 
By turning the legs 29 it is possible to bring the frame 
into a perfectly horizontal or level position, even 
though the floor on which it rests may be slightly in 
clined. One of the side walls 10_is provided with a han 
dle so that the game device A is entirely portable. 
The cross members 14, 16 and 18 are progressively 

. greater in height, whereas the cross members 20, 22, 
24, 26 and 28 are all the same height, at least at the 
midportions thereof, and that height is the same as the 
height of the cross member 18. The cross members 14, 
16 and 18 support an inclined plank 30 which slopes 
downwardly toward the open end of the frame 2 where 
it joins a pivoted approach block 32 which is wedge 
shaped and forms an inclined transistion from the lower 
end of the plank 30 to floor level (FIG. 6). The upper 
surfaces of the inclined plank 30 and approach block 
32 are generally ?ush and inclined at the same angle 
with respect to the horizontal. The approach block 32 
pivots about an axle 33 which extends through the 
thick end of the block 32 and is anchored in the ends 
of the gutters 44. The axle 33 enables the thin or outer 
end of the block 32 to contact and lie along the ?oor, 
irrespective of the distance the adjustable legs 29 are 
extended below the frame 2. The cross members 20, 
22, 24, 26 and 28, on the other hand, support a hori 
zontal plank 34, the upper surface of which forms a 
continuation of the upper surface on the inclined plank 
30, and those upper surfaces and disposed below the 
upper edges of the end wall 12 and side walls 10. One 
end of the horizontal plank 34 abuts the elevated end 
of inclined plank 30, while the other end terminates at 
the last cross member 28 so that a space exists between 
that end and the end wall 12. The space is wide enough 
to accommodate a golf ball. Directly opposite from the 
end of the horizontal plane 34, the end wall 12 is pro 
vided with an oblique de?ecting surface 35 for de?ect 
ing golf balls which strike it downwardly into the space 
between the cross member 28 and the end wall 12. The 
side edges of the planks 30 and 34 are set inwardly 
from the side walls 10 as are the side faces of the wedge 
shaped approach block 32. 
The horizontal plank 34 is provided with a pair of cir 

cular holes 36 (FIGS. 1 and 2) which are spaced an 
equal distance from the longitudinal centerline of the 
plank 34 and are aligned in the transverse direction. 
The holes 36 open into the space between the cross 
members 24 and 26 and that space as well as the circu 
lar holes 36 are large enough to accommodate a golf 
ball. Beyond the holes 36 the horizontal plank 34 is 
provided with a center hole 38, and this hole lies on the 
longitudinal centerline of the plank 34 and hence is 
centered with respect to the preceding holes 36. The 
center hole 36 is sized to accommodate a golf ball and 
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opens into ‘the space ‘between the cross members 26 
and 28. 

- The spaces between the cross members 24 and 26, 
between the cross members 26 and 28, and between 
the cross members 28 and the end wall 12, are all wide 
enough to accommodate a golf ball and are further ?t 
ted with return ball ramps 40 which slope downwardly 
to one of the side walls 10 (FIG. 5). That side wall 10 
is provided with discharge openings 42 which open 
onto a collecting trough 43 fastened to the side wall 10 
(FIG. 1). The trough 43 is inclined downwardly at a 
slight angle toward the open end of the frame 2. Thus 

4 
areas being located one after the other longitudinally 
along the mat 4. The areas for the most part correspond 

1 to scores one might be expected to obtain for a single 

10 

golf balls falling onto the ramps 40 gravitate to the _ 
trough 43, andwhen on the trough 43, they roll toward 

.that portion of the mat 4 extended along the floor 
where they may be easily retrieved. 
Occupying the spaces between the side walls 10, and 

the side edges of the inclined plank 30 are gutters 44 
which, like the plank 30, are inclined downwardly to 
ward the open end of the frame 2. However, the upper 
surfaces of the two gutters 44 are located below the 
upper surfaces of inlined plank 30. The gutters 44 are 
also supported on the cross members 14, 16 and 18. 
The spaces between side edges of the horizontal 

plank 34 and side walls 10 on the other hand, are occu 
- pied by two sets of gutters 46 and 48 with the gutters 
46 and 48 both being inclined toward the ball return 
space between the cross members 24 and 26. The gut 
ters 46 are the longer of the two and they are supported 
on the cross members 20, 22 and 24. The gutters 48 
merely span the cross members 26 and 28, and like the 
horizontal plank 34, they do not extend to the end wall 
12. Indeed, the ends of the last cross member 28 are el 
evated to the height of the side walls 10 to form a bar 
rier at the elevated ends of the gutters 48. The upper 
surfaces of the gutters 46 and 48 are located below the 
upper surface of the horizontal plank 34. 
Interposed betweenthe elevated ends of the gutters 

44 and 46 on each side of the horizontal plank 34 are 
intermediate blocks 50. The upper surfaces of the two 
intermediate blocks are located above the upper sur 
face ofthe horizontal plank 34. 
The horizontal plank 34 is ?tted with pegs 52 (FIGS. 

1 and 2) which are located ahead of and in alignment 
with the circular holes 36 and these pegs simulate trees 
on‘ a fairway. Beyond the center hole 38, the horizontal 
plank 34 is ?tted with another peg 54 which simulates 
the ?ag at a hole. 
The mat 4 is formed from a ?exible material such as 

foam rubber and is the same width as the inclined and 
horizontal planks 30 and 34, but ismuch longer than 
the combined lengths of those planks 30 and 34. Thus, 
the mat 4 fits between the intermediate blocks 50 
which serve to position it. At one end the mat 4 has 
three holes which align with and snugly accept the pegs 
52 and 54 projecting upwardly from the horizontal 
plank 34. Thus, the pegs 52 and 54 also serve to posi 
tion the mat 4 on the plank 34. In addition, the mat 4 
has three holes which marginally register with the cir 
cular holes 36 and 38 in the horizontal plank 34. Since 
the mat 4 is considerably longer than the combined 
lengths of the inclined and horizontal planks 30 and 34, 
‘it extends out of the open end of the frame 2 and lies 
along the ?oor or other supporting surface on which 
the frame 2 rests. 
The portion of the mat 4 located on the frame 2, is 

marked to divide it into relatively small areas with the 
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hole in the actual game of golf, such as eagle, birdie, 
par, bogey, etc. The portion of the mat 4 which lies on 
the ?oor is marked with longitudinally spaced tee posi 
tions, there being one tee position for each of nine 
holes. The markings are illustrated in the drawings 
(FIG. 2). The other surface of the mat 4 may be pro 
vided with a different arrangement of markings since 
when reversed the holes in the mat 4 will still align with 
the holes 36 and 38 and the pegs 52 and 54 of the hori 
zontal plank 34. 

In use, the participant places a golf ball on ?rst tee 
position and strikes the ball with a suitable club, prefer 
ably with a putter. The ball is impelled along the mat 
4 and the player notes the space in ‘which the ball stops. 
The player is permitted three putts from each tee posi 
tion to make a shot which stops on a good lie, that is 
in one of the spaces marked on the upper surface of the 
mat. Each of these spaces is assigned a value which ty 
pli?es the score associated with such designation on a 
conventional golf course. Those scores may be as fol 
lows: 

eagle 2 
birdie 3 

double bogey 6 
triple bogey 7 

The ball may also drop through the center hole 38 and 
that hole is designated an ace or vhole-in-one and as 
signed a value on one (I). It is of course, also consid 
ered a good lie. A ball entering the hole 38 will drop 
onto the ramp 40 between the cross members 26 and 
28, and will roll down that ramp to emerge from the 
opening 42 associated with it. Thereafter the ball will 
roll down the collecting trough 43. 
A ball which does not reach the horizontal portion of 

the mat 4, but instead rolls down the inclined portion 
and still remains on the mat 4 is scored as a bogey 3. 
This is also a good lie. 
Each shot does not necessarily result in a good lie, 

but on the contrary may enter an area which is consid 
ered a bad lie. For example, one of the holes 36 is des~ 
ignated a lake, while the other hole 36 is designated a 
trap. Any ball entering either one of these holes drops 
into the spaces between the cross members 24 and 26, 
rolls down the ramp 40 in that space, emerges from the 
opening 42 associated with the space, and then rolls 
down the trough 43. 
The ball may also drop into the space between the 

end wall 12 and the last cross member 28 which is con 
sidered woods, and therefore a bad lie also. A ball en 
tering this space will roll down the endmost ramp 40, 
emerge from the opening 42 associated with that ramp 
40, and roll down the trough 43. 
Other bad lies result from the ball entering the gut 

ters 44, 46 or 48. The gutters 44 are considered the 
rough and any ball entering those gutters will roll out 
the open end of the frame 2. The gutters 46 and 48 lead 
to the space between the cross members 24 and 26 so 
that any ball entering those gutters will drop into the 
space between the cross members 24 and 26 and 
thence will roll down the ramp 40 in that space to the 
opening 42, through which it is discharged onto the col 



3,856,313 
5 

lecting trough 43 whichdirects the ball to the partici 
pant for eacy retrieval. The gutters 46 and 48 on one 
side of the horizontal ramp 34 are considered a hook, 
while the gutters 46 and 48 on the other side are con 
sidered a slice. 

Putting the ball off the mat 4 before it reaches the 
frame 2 is designated out of bounds, and is also consid 
ered a bad lie. 

The bad lies are also assigned values which are usu 
ally added to the value of the good lie for the particular 
hole. Those values may be as follows: 

Trap (hole 36) 2 

Lake (other hole 36) 2 

Hook (gutters 46 and 
48) 2 

Slice (other gutters 
46 and 48) > 2 

Woods (space between 
end wall 12 
and cross member 
28) , 3 

‘Out of bounds ' i 3 

A putt into the handicap space on the ?rst occasion 
‘ gives the participant minus 9 which means 9 points are 
deducted from his .total score at the end of nine holes. 
Any subsequent shots which stop at the handicap space 
are merely designated as mulligansand the participant 
is entitled to repeat the shot. " 
A shot which lands in the save per space or drops 

through the center hole 38 to become an ace cancels 
any penalty strokes accrued on a particular hole. 
The foregoing procedure is repeated for each subse 

quent tee' position, and since the tee positions are lo 
cated different distances from the frame 2, the tee posi 
tions are of varying difficulty. 
To make the game device A more compact for ship 

ping and storage purposes, the frame 2 may be hinged 
at the cross member 20. That would enable the frame 
to be folded approximately‘in half. When a hinge is pro 
vided, an additional set of adjustable legs 29 should 
also be provided to support the midportion of the frame 

The inclined plank 30 may also extend from one side 
wall 10 to the other side wall 10, in which case the por 
tions of the plank along the sides of the mat 4 would 

7 constitute the gutters 44. 

In lieu of the wedge-shaped approach block 32, a thin 
, strip of plastic may be used to rigidify the mat 4 at the 
transition from the floor surface to the upper surface of 
the inclined plank 30. This sheet of plastic may be se 
cured to underside of the mat 4 or it may be attached 
to the end of plank 30 and projected therefrom. 
This invention is intended to cover all changes and 

modi?cations of the example of the invention herein 
chosen for purposes of the disclosure which do not con 
stitute departures from the spirit and scope of the in 
vention. 
What is claimed is: 
l. A device for playing a game which simulates golf, 

said device comprising: a frame adapted to rest on a 
?oor and having spaced apart sidewalls along its sides 
and also having a closed end and an open end, one of 
the sidewalls having at least one discharge opening 
therein which is sized to accommodate a golf ball; sup 

25 

30 

35 

45 

55 

65 

, 6 ' 

porting means mounted on the frame between the side 
walls and de?ning a surface elevated above the ?oor 
level, the elevated surface being partly horizontal and 
partly inclined with the horizontal portion being at the 
closed end of the frame and the inclined portion being 
at the open end of the frame, the horizontal portion 
being spaced from the closed end of the frame a dis 
tance great enough to accommodate a golf ball so as to ' 
create a transverse slot at the closed end of the frame, 
the lower end of the inclined portion being substan~ 
tially at floor level, the supporting means having holes 
opening out of the horizontal portion of the elevated 
surface with the holes being sized to receive a golf ball; 
return means de?ning a return surface which is located 
beneath the holes in the supporting surface and below 
the transverse slot and is inclined upwardly from the 
discharge opening in said one sidewall to the other side 
wall for receiving golf balls which enter the holes and 
slot and for directing them toward the discharge open 
ing; gutters mounted on the frame above the return sur 
face and along the sides of the horizontal elevated sur 
face of the supporting means, the gutters being inclined 
downwardly toward and opening onto the return sur 
face of the return means so that golf balls which enter 
the gutters will be directed toward the discharge open 
ing in said one sidewall; and a flexiblemat-supported 
in part on the horizontal and inclined portions of the 
supporting surface and extending out of the open end 
of the frame where the remainder of the mat is sup 
ported on the floor. 

2. A device according to claim 1 wherein the frame 
includes an end wall connecting the ends of the side 
walls at the closed end of the frame, and the upper 
edges of the side walls being above the gutter. 

3. A device according to claim 1 wherein the trans 
versely extending return surface is inclined down 
wardly toward a longitudinally extending collecting 
trough which is carried by the frame and is inclined 
downwardly toward the end of the mat from which the 
ball is stroked. 

4. A device according to claim 1 wherein the flexible 
mat has areas of different value and tee positions 
marked on it so that when a ball is stroked from a tee 
position to one of the areas, a numerical value may be 
assigned to the stroke. 

5. A device according to claim 1 wherein said one 
sidewall has at least two discharge openings therein at 
the lower end of the return surface; and wherein guide 
means are associated with the return means for direct 
ing golf balls which fall onto the return surface from the 
holes to one of the discharge openings and for directing 
golf balls which fall onto the return surface from the 
slot to the other of the discharge openings. 

6. A device for playing a game which simulates golf, 
said device comprising: a frame adapted to rest on the 
floor and having parallel sidewalls and an end wall con 
necting the sidewalls at one end of the frame, the oppo 
site end of the frame being open, one of the sidewalls 
having at least one discharge opening therein; a hori 
zontal plank supported on the frame in an elevated po 
sition between the sidewalls with the upper surface of 
the plank being below the upper edges of the sidewalls, 
the horizontal plank having holes therein sized to re 
ceive a golf ball; an inclined plank supported on the 
frame and leading from the open end of the frame 
where it is generally at floor level to the inclined plank 
where it is at the level of the horizontal plank; a return 
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ramp located below the holes in the horizontal plank 
for receiving golf balls which pass through those holes 
and being inclined downwardly toward the discharge 
opening in said one sidewall; ?rst and second inclined ' 
gutters located between the sidewalls and the sides of 
the horizontal plank along each side of the frame and 
being lower than the horizontal plank, the first and sec 
ond gutters having elevated and depressed‘ends with 
the depressed ends being located opposite from each 
other but spaced apart whereby the first and second 
gutters are inclined downwardly toward each other and 
toward the return ramp, the spaces between the de 
pressed ends being large enough to accommodate a 
golf ball and being located above the return ramp so 
that golf balls which enter the first or second gutters 
will gravitate to the return ramp; a ?exible mat sup 
ported on the horizontal and inclined planks and ex 
tending out of the open end of the frame so that the re 
mainder of the mat will be supported on the floor, the 
mat having holes therein‘ which register with the holes 
in the horizontal plank; and third gutters between the 
sidewalls of the frame and the side edges of that portion 
of the mat supported on the inclined plank, the third 
gutters being inclined downwardly toward the open end 
of the frame so that golf balls which enter them will roll 
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8 
out of the open end of the framel 

7. A device according to claim 6 wherein said dis 
charge opening is large enough to accommodate a golf 
ball and wherein said ramp has its lower end at the dis 
charge opening so that golf balls which fall on the ramp 
will leave the frame through the discharge opening. 

8. A device according to claim 6 wherein the end of 
the horizontal plank and the end wall are spaced apart 
and the space so formed is located above the return 
ramp and is large enough to accommodate a golf ball, 
whereby a golf ball which rolls off of the end of the ele 
vated mat will enter the space between the end wall and 
the horizontal plank. 

9. A device according to claim 6 wherein the ?exible 
mat has areas of different value marked on the portion 
thereof supported on the horizontal and inclined planks 
and tee positions marked on the portion thereof which 
extends out of the open end of the frame so that when 
a ball is stroked from one of the tee positions to one of 
the areas, a numerical value may be assigned to the 
stroke. 

10. A device according to claim 6 and further charac 
terized by pegs projected upwardly from the horizontal 
plank ahead of the holes. 


