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DISPLAY RACK CONSTRUCTION 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
This invention relates generally to article support 

stands and more particularly to article support stands 
of the type which provide means for displaying a partic 
ular kind of article and product, such as hardware 
goods, in a manner so that a plurality of different types 
of such articles can be displayed. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Certain types of merchandise may be marketed to the 
best advantage by placing the goods in a position so as 
to be clearly visible to the potential purchaser. It is 
common practice, for example, to package articles for 
sale in transparent plastic containers or bags, or to 
package such articles by bubble sealing them to a card 
board support. Sales appeal may be clearly enhanced 
by not only displaying such packages attractively but 
also by mounting such packages on a device of a type 
which will enable convenient‘attachment or detach 
ment with respect thereto when purchasers are making 
selections. 

It is, therefore, an important object of this invention 
to provide a new and improved display rack construc 
tion in the form of a simple yet sturdy device for ac 
commodating goods to be displayed in a convenient 
and attractive manner. More speci?cally, the present 
invention contemplates a display rack construction in 
which goods for sale may be conveniently displayed in 
horizontal and vertical spaced relation to one another 
and to this end it is proposed to provide a novel ar 
rangement of horizontally and vertically spaced apart 
arms or hook members upon which such articles or per‘ 
forated side panels can be secured. 
A feature of the present invention is the utilization of 

article support bracket members which has a depend 
ing . portion adapted to be inserted into an aperture 
formed along the‘periphery of a shelf member. The ar 
ticle support bracket includes a bight portion extending 
integrally from the depending portion and turned over 
the top and edge portions of the‘ shelf. An extended. 
portion is integrally formed with the bight portion and 
serves either as a support arm for articles'or as a hook 
to support perforated panels. 
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Many other objects, features, and advantages of this Y , 
invention will be more fully realized and understood 
from the detailed description when taken in conjunc 
tion with the accompanying drawings wherein like ref 
erence numerals throughout the various views of the 
drawings are intended to designate similar elements or 
components. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view illustrating a display'rack 
constructed in accordance with the principles of this 
invention; 
FIG. 2 is a section view taken through line 2—2 of 

FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a section view taken through line 3—3 of 

FIG. 1; ’ 

FIG. 4 is a perspective view showing one perforated 
panel having large open areas substantially centrally 

- thereof to allow visual citing therethrough; 
FIG. 5 is a fragmentary perspective illustrating the 

manner in which the perforated panel of FIG. 4 is se 
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cured to the horizontal shelf members of the display 
rack construction of this invention; 
FIG. 6 is an enlarged fragmentary view further illus 

trating the manner of fastening the perforated panels to 
the display rack of this invention; ' 
FIG. 7 is'an elevational view illustrating an alternate 

form of construction of a display rack constructed in 
accordance with the principles of this invention; 
FIG. 8 is a front view of the display rack of FIG. 7; 

FIG. 9 is a fragmentary perspective view illustrating 
the manner in which. articles are secured to article sup 
port bracket means extending from the shelf members, 
as contemplated in accordance with the ‘principles of 
this invention; 3 
FIG. 10 is a detail showing the manner in which the 

brackets are secured to the shelf of FIG. 9; 
FIG. 11 illustrates one manner of construction of an 

article support bracket of this invention; 
FIG. 12 illustrates another form of construction of an 

article support bracket of this invention; 
FIG. 13 illustrates still another article support 

bracket constructed in accordance with the principles 
of this invention; 
FIG. 14 illustrates still another article support 

bracket constructed in accordance with the principles 
of this invention; . . I 

FIG. 15 illustrates the positioning of an angularly dis 
posed article support shelf on the support stand in ac 
cordance with the principles of this invention; M 
FIG. 16 illustrates the type of support bracket to en 

gage the support shelf of FIG. 15; 
FIG. 17 illustrates still another alternate con?gura 

tion of an article display rack constructed in accor 
dance with the‘ principles of this invention; 
FIG. 18 is a sectional view taken along line 18-18 

of FIG. 17; ' . ' 

FIG. 19 is a sectional view taken along line 19—19 
of FIG. 17; and . - 

FIG. 20 illustrates a modi?cation of the structure 0 
FIG. 17. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE ILLUSTRATED 
EMBODIMENTS ' 

Referring now to FIG. 1 there is seen a display rack 
construction of the type to display a plurality of differ 
ent kinds of articles, which is constructed in accor 
dance with the principles of this invention and desig 
nated generally by reference numeral 10. The display 
rack construction 10 includes a support base member 
12 to be positioned over a floor area at which the sup 
port rack is to be located for displaying a plurality of 
different kinds of articles. Extending upwardly from the 
support base 12 are'standard means 14 arranged to be 
of a predetermined height above the support base. 
Here the illustrated embodiment illustrates three stan 
dards 14a, 14b, and 140, it being understood that a dif? 
ferent number of standards may be used if desired. 

_ A plurality of horizontally disposed, vertically spaced 
apart shelf means 16 are secured to the standards and 
provide means for receiving article support brackets 
connected thereto. A plurality of apertures are formed 
about the peripheral margin of the shelf means 16 and 
article support brackets, here designated generally by 
reference numeral 18, are arranged to have a portion 
thereof depending into the peripheral apertures of the 
shelf means and turned about the upper edge to come 
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in close proximity to the side edge of the shelf. In this 
instance the article support bracket is a hook member 
to engage and support a perforated board or support 
plate 20 on the front thereof and a pair of similarly 
fashioned support plates 20 on the front thereof and a 
pair of similarly fashioned support plates 21 and 22 at 
the sides thereof. While a single funnel support plate 20 
is illustrated it will be understood that the entire front 
of the display rack is covered with perforated plates of 
this type and thereby provide maximum area for hang‘ 
ing articles to be displayed. 
Most advantageously, the support plates 20, 21, and 

22 of this invention are provided with centrally located 
apertures 23, 24, and 25, respectively. These apertures 
are oriented in such a way as to allow a potential pur 
chaser of articles supported on the display rack to view 
through the display rack to see the back sides of articles 
on the opposite side of the display rack. 

In the illustrated embodiment of the display rack 
construction of FIG. 1 the top of the display rack in 
cludes an indicia bearing panel member 26 having the 
general con?guration of a house top with several roof 
shingles 27 formed at the upper edges thereof. A dis 
play rack of this kind therefore, indicates to the poten 
tial customer that goods of household nature are dis 
played for purchase. 
Referring now to FIG. 2 the details of the support 

plate 12 are more readily illustrated, and in this in 
stance the support plate is of the rotating type which 
allows the‘ user to stand in’one place in front of the dis 
play rack and manually rotate the articles about the 
central axis of the display rack, here being the central 
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standard 14b so that the articles about the periphery of a 
the display rack can pass directly in front of the poten 
tial purchaser for his inspection and selection. Here a 
pair of L-brackets 28 and 29 are secured to the out 
board standards 14a and 14c while the central standard 
14b includes a pipe support 29 having the upper end 
thereof engaging the ball which, in turn, is held be 
tween a ?xed pipe portion 31 secured within the hollow 
standard 14b. The ball 30 thereby provides a relatively 
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small contact area between its upper and lower spheri- ' 
cal contact points and allow rotation of the display rack 
with a minimum of ‘external effort. The bottom most 
plate 32 of the support base 12 is intended to remain 
stationary while potential purchasers are rotating the 
display rack but is allowed to be moved from one loca 

' tion to another location for best advantage of merchan 
dising. To achieve simple transport of the display rack 
rollers 33 are provided for this purpose. 
Also seen in FIG. 2 is the structural arrangement for 

supporting the plurality of shelf means 16. Here a 
washer 34 is placed immediately beneath an aperture 
formed in the shelf and about the outboard standards 
14a and 140. A clip device 46, such as a cotter pin, is . 
provided to engage an aperture or recess formed in the 
standards and support the shelf. . 
Referring now to FIG. 3 there is seen a side eleva 

tional sectional view taken along line 3—3 of FIG. 1 
and further illustrates the manner in which the plurality 
of different articles are supported. Here it will be seen 

' that a plurality of support panels 20 are secured to the 
front and back sides of the support rack structure and 
held in position upon the shelves 16 by the somewhat 
S-shaped article support brackets 18. A plurality of ar 
ticle support arms 40 are secured to the exterior sur 
face portions of the support panels 20 at locations so 
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4 
that there is sufficient space between different levels of 
articles to allow the potential purchaser thereof to view 
through the openings 23, 24, and 25. Here a plurality 
of di?erent kinds of articles are designated generally by 
reference numerals 41 and are secured to the articles 
support arms 40 by any one of the plurality of different 
well known arrangements. For example, the support 
arms 40 can be rods extending outwardly from the sup 
port'panel and apertures are formed in a cardboard top 
edge portion of the package containing the articles to 
be supported. Another type of arrangement is where 
the article support arm 40 is formed ofa thin, ?at metal 
arm, or a pair of rods bent upon themselves, and 
wherein the cardboard top edge portion of the package 
has an elongated slot formed therein. These and other 
forms of arm and article engagement may be incorpo 
rated without departing from the novel aspects of this _ 
invention. 
Referring now speci?cally to FIG. 4, a single one of 

the plurality of article support panels 20 is here illus 
trated for purpose of clarity. The openings 23 are con, 
?gurated so as to provide substantial strength for the 
articles supported thereon while still allowing potential 
purchasers to view through the panel to the other side 
of the display rack construction. A plurality of aper 
tures 42 are formed within the planar surface portion 
of the support plate 20, these apertures being sized and 
positioned so as to allow engagement therein of hook 
devices in a well known manner. 

- Referring now to FIGS. 5 and 6 the speci?c details of 
construction of supporting the shelves 16 as well as the 
side panels 20, 21, and 22 thereto are illustrated. Here 
the shelves 16 havea plurality of peripherally located 
apertures 46through which a depending portion 47 of 
the article support bracket 18 is positioned. A bight 
portion 48 passes over the top portion of the shelf and 
is formed integral with a second depending portion 49. 
The depending portion 49 is integrally formed with an 
upturned U-shaped portion 50 which, in turn, engages 
the underside of one of the openings 23, of for exam 
ple, the panel 20. This con?guration then allows the 
panels 20, 21, and 22 to be removed if desired. The ad 
vantage of this type of display rack construction is that 
the display rack can be dismantled and shipped from 
place to place easily and without the need of extensive 
assembly time. Furthermore, the assembly of the dis 
play rack construction can be accomplished with little 
or no use of special tools. 
Referring now to FIGS. 7 and 8 there is seen an alter 

nate embodiment of the display rack construction 
which utilizes the general aspects of this invention and 
is designated generally by reference numeral 60. Here 
the display rack construction 60 includes a single stan 
dard 61 secured toa support base 62. In this instance 
‘the support base 62 includes a ?rst plate member 63 
and a second plate member 64. The plate member 64' 
includes collapsible support legs 65 secured thereto by 
suitable hinges 66. These legs can be folded out of the 
way and a pair of rollers 67 utilized to facilitate the 
transport of. the display rack construction from one lo 
cation to another location. , 
A plurality of horizontally disposed vertically spaced 

apart shelf means 68 are located at various points along 
the standard 61. In accordance with this embodiment 
of the invention, the article support brackets 70 also 
form the article support arms integrally therewith. That 
is, the article support bracket 70 has the downwardly 



3,855,943 
5 

directed portion which ?ts into the aperture of the shelf 
68 and passes over the top of the shelf downwardly 
over the outer edge thereof and then outwardly provid-' 
ing an article support arm 71. In this instance the arti 
cles support arm 71 is ‘seen as having an upturned end 
portion 72 associated therewith. This upturned end 
portion prevents articles from inadvertently falling off 
of the display rack. 

In the alternative, some of the article support brack 
ets may be con?gurated similar to that shown by refer 
ence numeral 74 which, in turn, includes an angularly 
disposed support shelf 75 associated therewith. This 
type of article support shelf can be used to support a 
plurality of articles 76 of the type which do not include 
an' upper cardboard tab having an aperture formed 
therein to be placed on the support arms. To evenly dis 
tribute the weight of the support shelf 75 a plurality of 
support brackets 74 are placed along the front periph 
eral ‘edge of the horizontal shelf 78 associated there 
with. ' 

For a better understanding of the alternate embodi 
ment of this invention reference is now made to FIG. 
9 which illustrates a fragmentary perspective view of 
the top shelf of the display rack construction 60 of 
FIGS. 7 and 8. Here it can be seen that the plurality of 
article support brackets 70 are formed of a wire mem 
ber having the article support arms 71 provided by a 
pair of parallel spaced apart portions vof the wire mem 
ber and wherein the end portion 72 is formed by a bight 
at the ends of the parallel rod members. 
FIG. 10 illustrates in more detail the manner in which 

the article support bracket engages with the shelf mem 
bers. Here the depending portion 73 passes through an 
aperture 74 formed near the periphery of the shelf 68. 
A bight portion 76 passes over the top of the shelf and 
is formed integral with a second depending portion 77. 
The ‘article support arm 41 therefore,extends directly 
from the article support bracket 70 without the need of 
the vertical panels 20, 21, and 22,'as shown in the em 
bodiment of FIG. 1. r _ , , 

FIG. 10 illustrates the wire construction of the article 
support arms 71, here they being designated by a refer 
ence numeral 71a and 71b. FIG. 12 illustrates an alter 
nate form of article support structure which can be 
used» in accordance with the principles of this inven 
tion. Here the article support arm 81 is formed of a 
sheet metal stamping and has a stiffening deformation 
82 formed along the longitudinal extent thereof. The 
upturned end portion 83 is provided to maintain arti 
cles on the arm. The top portion 84 of the article sup 
port bracket includes a plurality of apertures 86 
through which may be inserted fasteners such as bolts 
or rivets to secure the arm to the shelf 68. 
FIG. 13 illustrates a single wire article support 

bracket and support arm 87 and 88 which includes a 
turned outer most end 89. This type of article support 
can be used with any of the display rack constructions 
illustrated herein. FIG. 14 is somewhat similar to a 
combination of the ‘structures shown in FIGS. 12 and 
13. That is, the end portion 90 of the article support 
arm 91 has a pair of apertures 92 formed therein. The 
apertures 92 can be arranged to receive bolts or rivets 
to secure the article support arm to the shelf 68. Also 
in this instance the end 93 is turned to provide a stop 
member for articles being supported thereon. 
FIGS. 15.and 16 illustrate the article support bracket 

74 which is used to support the shelf 75, as seen in 
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FIGS. 7 and 8. The wire bracket 74 includes a down 
wardly depending portion 74a which ?ts into any one 
of the plurality of peripherally located apertures on the 
shelves 68. The support arm 74 has a right angle bend 
74b located near- the bottom portion thereof and is di 
rected upwardly to a turned end portion 74c. The ‘L 
shaped shelf member 75 may include stiffening brack 
ets 95 located at the edge portions thereof as best seen 
in FIGS. 7 and 15. 

Referring now to FIGS. 17, 18, 19, and 20 there is 
seen still an alternate con?guration of a display rack 
construction in accordance with the principles of this 
invention and designated generally by reference nu 
meral 100. The display rack construction 100, FIG. 17, 
includes a support base member 101 upon which is se 
cured a standard 102. A plurality of shelf members 103 
extend horizontally and are vertically spaced apart sub 
stantially in the same manner as that with regard to the 

- display rack construction of FIGS. 7 and 8. However, 
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in this instance a plurality of apertured vertical panels 
104 are positioned on the shelf members 103 and se 
cured thereto by article support bracket means 106, as 
best seen in FIG. 18. a 

In accordance with the present invention the panels 
104 are provided with openings 107 formed therein so 
that a potential ‘purchaser of articles secured to the 
panel can view through the display rack to articles se 
cured to panels at the opposite side. In this instance the 
base member 101 is provided with foldable support legs 
110, as best seen in FIG. 19, which are secured to the 
underside of the base 101 by hinge means 111. 
The standard 102 is formed of a central hollow tube 

114 through which passes a solid shaft 115. However, 
it will be understood that the shaft 115 may also be of 
tubular construction if desired. The top portion of the 
hollow tube 114 is threaded to receive a cap member 
117. A ball 118, preferably of steel or the like, is posi 
tioned between the solid shaft 115 and the cap 117. A 
plurality'of short lengths of cylindrical sleeve members 
119 are placed between each of the shelf structures and 
provide for spacing of the shelves along the vertical ex 
tent of the standard. This structure allows the plurality 
of shelves 103 to be rotated, either individually when 
not together by the panels 104, or as a unit when tied 
together by such panels. 
FIG. 20 illustrates still another alternate con?gura 

tion of a display rack construction in accordance with 
the principles of this invention and is designated gener 
ally by reference numeral 130. Here the support base 
131 has the standard 132 extending upwardly there 
from, in the same manner as set forth hereinabove with 
regard to the other alternate embodiments. However, 
in this instance the shelf members are triangular in con 
?guration, as indicated by reference numeral 133..This 
type of structure will also accommodate the U-shaped 
article support brackets 106 and a plurality of aper 
tured panels 104 in like manner, as that with regard to 
the structure of FIGS. 17 and 19. 
While several speci?c embodiments of the present 

invention have been illustrated herein, it will be under 
stood that still further variations and modi?cations may 
be effected without departing from the spirit and scope 
of the novel concepts disclosed and claimed herein. 
The invention 'is claimed as follows; 
1. A display rack construction of the type to display 

a plurality of different kinds of articles, said display 
rack construction comprising in combinationi a sup 
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port base to be positioned over a ?oor area at which the 
display rack is to be located for displayinga' plurality 
of different kinds of articles, standard means extending 
upwardly from said support base a predetermined 
height, shelf means extending transversely of and con 
nected to said standard means, said shelf means includ- v 
ing a plurality of apertures formed near the peripheral 
portions thereof, said apertures having the axes thereof 
extending vertically and being sized to receive article ' 
support bracket means, and article support bracket 
means having a depending portion insertable into said 
apertures formed in the periphery of said shelf means, 
said article support bracket means further including an 
extended portion extending outwardly of said shelf 
means, said extended portion and said depending por 
tion being integrally connected by a bight portion 
which is carried at the top marginal edge surface of said 
shelf means, said extended portion extending from near 
the bottom edge of said shelf means. 

2. The display rack construction of the type to dis-l 
play a plurality of different types of articles as set forth 
in claim 1, further including a perforated vertical panel 
secured about the periphery of said shelf means, said 
extended portion having means engaging said perfo 
rated panel and said extended portion of said article 
support bracket means being turned upwardly to form 
a support hook for said perforated vertical panel. 

3. The display rack construction of the type for dis 
playing a plurality of different kinds of articles as set 
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forth in claim 2, wherein said perforated vertical panels 
have a substantial open area formed substantially cen 
trally therein to allow persons selecting articles from 
the display rack to view through the display rack to ar 
ticles located at the other side. 

4. The display rack construction of the type to dis 
play a plurality of different kinds of articles as set forth 
in claim 1, wherein said support base is adapted to en 
able said standards and said shelf means secured 
thereto to rotate about a vertical axis. 

5. The display rack construction of the type to dis 
play a plurality of different kinds of articles as set forth 
in claim 1, wherein said shelf means is formed of a plu 
rality of vertically spaced horizontally oriented shelves 
substantially of the same length and width and posi-l 
tioned upon said standard means to have the periphery 
thereof substantially in alignment one with the other. 

6. The display rack construction of the type to dis 
play a plurality of diffemt kinds of articles as set forth 
in claim 1, wherein said article support bracket means 
is formed of a wire structure having a pair of spaced 
apart arm members tied together by a bight portion 
formed at the end most portion of said extended por 
tion and including a pair of parallel spaced apart de 
pending portions and bight portions to engage said ap 
ertures of said shelf means and to extend over the 
upper surface and edge thereof. 
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