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[57] ABSTRACT 

A threshold strip for sliding doors having bearing 
tracks for supporting and guiding the doors, the tracks 
being removable and replaceable. 

4 Claims, 4 Drawing Figures 
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THRESHOLD STRIP FOR SLIDING DOORS 
HAVING REPLACEABLE BEARING TRACK 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to the threshold strip 
usually provided for supporting sliding doors. This 
threshold strip is usually in the form of an aluminum ex 
trusion. It includes one or more upstanding ribs which 
serve as bearing or supporting tracks for the sliding 
doors. The doors are usually provided with grooves in 
the lower edges which ?t downwardly over these bear 
ing tracks and are commonly provided with rollers 
which operate thereon. The tracks are normally made 
as integral parts of the threshold strip extrusion. When 
these tracks become worn from use or are damaged, it 
is necessary to replace the entire threshold strip, which 
is quite expensive. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention overcomes the necessity of re 
placing the entire threshold strip upon wear or damage 
of the bearing track or tracks thereof by providing a 
track portion which is formed as a separate extrusion 
and which fits into a groove in the body of the threshold 
strip. The ?t is a frictional ?t which effectively holds 
the track in position but which permits ready removal 
thereof and replacement. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The best mode contemplated in carrying out this in 
vention is illustrated in the accompanying drawings in 
which: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view showing sliding doors 

mounted on a threshold strip formed according to this 
invention. 
FIG. 2 is an enlarged view partly in perspective and 

partly in section taken substantially along line 2-2 of 
FIG. 1. 
FIG. 3 is a sectional view through the threshold strip 

showing the bearing track mounted therein. 
FIG. 4 is a similar view but showing the track re 

moved from the threshold strip. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

In FIG. ll of the drawings there is illustrated a sliding 
door unit to which this invention is applicable. This unit 
consists of the pair of sliding doors l1 and 12 which are 
slidably mounted in a door frame 13 that includes the 
threshold strip 10. The threshold strip 10 is formed in 
accordance with the principles of this invention to in 
clude the removable tracks 16 for slidably supporting 
the respective doors I1 and 12. Each of the doors has 
a downwardly opening guide groove 18 in its lower 
edge which ?ts over the respective track. As indicated 
in FIG. 2 with respect to the door 11, each of the doors 
is also usually provided with a plurality of grooved rol 
ler units 19 which engage and roll on the respective 
tracks 16. 
The threshold strip 10 is preferably extruded from 

aluminum but may be extruded from other material or 
otherwise formed. According to this invention it is pro 
vided with an upwardly opening longitudinally extend 
ing track-receiving groove 20 which has a curved bot 
tom 21. The track 16 is adapted to cooperate with this 
groove and is preferably formed with a body extruded 
from aluminum, or otherwise formed, and a cooperat 
ing non-metallic channel 22. The body of the track 16 
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2 
includes a depending tongue 23 having a curved lower 
edge 24. The tongue 23 depends below outwardly ex 
tending support ?anges 25. The upper edge of the body 
of the track is provided with a bearing rail or rib 26 
which is preferably convexly curved transversely. The 
non-metallic channel 22 is preferably extruded from 
rigid vinyl although it may be of other non-metallic ma 
terials. The tongue 23, with the channel 22 slipped 
thereon, is adapted to fit snugly into the groove 20 in 
the threshold strip and to be retained therein by fric 
tional contact. The relative dimensions may be such 
that the member 22 is slightly compressed upon inser 
tion of the track assembly into the groove. The lower 
edge of the tongue 23, the bottom side of the channel 
_22 and the bottom of groove 21 are of complemental 
transverse curvatures. 

When the track assembly is inserted in the groove 20, 
the supporting ?anges 25 will engage the upper ?at sur 
faces 28 of the strip 10 at each side of the groove 20, 
as indicated in FIG. 3. This will support the weight of 
the door and prevent undue compression on the non 
metallic channel 22. The supporting portion of the 
track will project upwardly from the surface 28 so that 
the transversely curved bearing rail 26 will thereby be 
located at a level above the surfaces 28 of the threshold 
strip 10 to receive and support the grooved roller units 
19. 
Whenever either of the tracks 16 become unduly 

worn or damaged, it is merely necessary to pull the as 
sembly upwardly from the groove 20 in the threshold 
strip and replace it with a new assembly. Since the 
track assembly is a separate unit, it may be removed 
and replaced at a much lower cost than the replace 
ment of the entire threshold strip 10 as in the prior art. 
The non-metallic channel 22 which receives the tongue 
23 will prevent welding or sticking of the two metal 
members if they were in direct contact. In fact, the 
plastic channel 22 actually provides a seal between the 
tongue and groove to prevent entrance of moisture or 
dirt. 
Having thus described the invention, what is claimed 

1s: 

1. A threshold strip for supporting a sliding door 
comprising a longitudinally extending body with side 
edges having a longitudinally extending upwardly 
opening track-receiving groove formed therein inter 
mediate the side edges, a track removably mounted on 
said body, a longitudinally extending depending tongue 
on said track so shaped relative to the groove that it can 
be slipped downwardly into the groove to be retained 
therein by friction or be withdrawn upwardly out of the 
groove for removal, a longitudinally extending support 
portion on said track above said tongue with a longitu 
dinally extending bearing surface at its upper edge, in 
which the groove is of substantially U-form in trans 
verse cross-section and the depending tongue is of co 
operating similar cross-section so that it can be slipped 
downwardly into the groove or be pulled upwardly 
therefrom, and including longitudinally extending sup 
port ?anges on the track at a level between the depend 
ing tongue and the support portion and extending later 
ally outwardly in opposite directions to provide support 
surfaces which rest on the strip body at opposite sides 
of the groove therein. 

2. A threshold strip according to claim 1 in which 
said threshold strip and track are both of metal and in 
which said ?anges have their support surfaces located 
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at a selected level so that the lower edge of the tongue 
will not contact with the bottom of the groove when 
said support surfaces engage the body and said tongue 
being of a width less than that of the groove to provide 
a U-shape space between the tongue and the groove, 
and a non-metallic channel member in said U-shape 
space ?tting upwardly around the depending tongue 
beneath said support ?anges and engaging the sides and 
bottom of the groove. 

3. A threshold strip according to claim 2 in which the 
removable track is a metal extrusion with the support 
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portion having the bearing surface provided by a rib at 
its upper edge which projects laterally outwardly from 
the support portion, said ?anges being also formed on 
said support portion and laterally projecting therefrom 
at a level below said rib. 

4. In combination with the threshold strip of claim 3, 
a door slidably mounted thereon by means including 
support rollers which rest on said bearing rib, said rol 
lers being grooved and ?tting over a transversely 


