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[57] ABSTRACT 
A sandbox for recreational purposes has component 
parts which may be easily and quickly assembled by 
the purchaser. The components of the box include 
side members and .a substantially flat, unitary sheet 
metal bottom, the end portions of which are bent in 
the course of the assembly operation to form the end 
walls of the box. the side members are provided with 
grooves for receiving side margins of the bottom and 
end wall part. Projecting lips on the side member adja 
cent the grooves facilitate the shaping of the bottom 
part to the contour of the grooves, and also serve to 
guide the side margins in place within the grooves dur 
ing the assembly process. The side and bottom mem 
bers are secured together by seat boards and by bot 
tom brace members. 

3 Claims, 7 Drawing Figures 
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SANDBOX WITH SHEET MEMBER BOTTOM AND 
END WALL PORTIONS AND 'GROOVE 

STRUCTURE THEREFOR 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to playground equip 
ment and more particularly to improvements in chil 
dren’s sandboxes. 
Whereas children’s sandboxes that are packaged and I0 

sold in unassembled or knockdown state effect substan 
tial savings in manufacturing and shipping costs, they 
present problems for unskilled persons having the job 
of assembling and fastening the component parts. With 
knockdown sandboxes heretofore marketed the job of [5 
assembling the unit can be dif?cult, time-consuming, 
and for the unhandy often results in an in?rm box with 
short service life. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The sandbox of the present invention overcomes the 
problems heretofore involved with assembly and results 
in a strong, durable, leak-proof box the side walls of 
which are provided with grooves having upturned end 
portions, for receiving and holding a sheet metal bot 
tom wall. The bottom wall may be conveniently shaped 
to conform to the pro?le of the groove and then intro 
duced therein by the provision of a guide lip that ex- 30 
tends along one _side of the groove. Transverse seat and 
bottom brace bars secured to the side members hold all 
parts rigidly together. 
Accordingly, the principal object of the present in 

vention is to provide a sandbox for sale in kit or knock 
down form, composed of relatively few parts and which 
can be easily and quickly assembled by a person with 
little or no manual or mechanical ability to produce an 
exceedingly sturdy, durable and leak-proof unit. 40 
Another object is directed to obtaining economy of 

I shipment and storage. This advantage is realized by the 
box of the present invention wherein the components 
can be compactly assembled in a relatively small pack 
age. . 

Yet another object achieved is the provision of a 
sandbox having leak-proof joints that will remain so 
throughout its useful life. 
These and other advantageous features which make 50 

for ease of assembly, strength and durability will be 
hereinafter described in detail. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a sandbox of the pres 
ent invention; 

FIG. 2 is a side elevational view; 
FIG. 3 is a bottom plan view; 
FIG. 4 is a fragmentary sectional view taken at line 60 

4--4 of FIG. 2; 
FIG. 5 is a fragmentary sectional view taken at line 

5-5 of FIG. 2; 
FIG. 6 is an elevational view showing a grooved por 

tion of a side member; and 
FIG. 7 is a perspective view of the bottom member. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
‘EMBODIMENT 

The sandbox of the present invention includes a pair 
5 of side members 1-1, a bottom member 2, a pair of 

seat boards 3-3 and a pair of bottom brace-bars 4-4. 

Side members l—l are identical in size and shape 
and desirably are formed by moulding of plastic com 
position material. The side members have ‘legs 5 at each 
end which, by preference, are formed integrally with 
the members. Members 1 also are provided with socket 
portions 6 at lower edges thereof, and lugs 7 projecting 
from the ends, adjacent the upper edges. 
Eachside member is formed to provide a narrow 

groove 8 therein, which groove includes a'straight in 
termediate portion 8a that extends along- the bottom 
edge of the member, and upwardly curving end por 
tions 8b that terminate at circular recesses 80 located 
adjacent the upper edge,.inwardly from end lugs 7 of 
the side member. Groove 8 is de?ned by and between 
lower and upper ?anges 9 and 10. As best appears in 
FIG. 4 the lower ?ange 9 is greater in width, projecting 
laterally beyond the edge of upper ?ange 10, thus to 
provide a protruding lip 9a. Also formed on each of the 
side members 1 is an edge ?ange 11 that extends along 
and around the periphery of the members 1, lower sec 
tions lla of this ?ange merging with ?ange'9, as shown 
in FIG. 2. Diagonal reenforcing ribs 12 provided on the 
inner faces of the side members increase the strength 
and rigidity of that part. Member 1 is further provided 
with apertured bosses 13 for the reception of bolts 14 
by which uprights, indicated at 15, may be secured to 
the side members to serve as supports for a canopy, not 
shown. 
The bottom member 2 comprises a single rectangular 

piece of sheet metal the ends of which are rolled to 
form the tubular end ?anges 2b. The length of the bot 
tom member 2 thusly formed corresponds to the devel 
oped length of slot 8. 
The seat members 3, of wood, plastic or sheet metal,’ 

rest upon the upper edge ?ange 11 and are secured in 
place by bolts or screws 16. The bottom brace bars 4 
extend transversely between the side members 1 and 
have their end portions ?tting snugly within the sockets 
6 wherein they are secured by screws 16. 
Describing now a simple and convenient method for 

assembling the described component parts, the brace 
bars 4 are inserted into the sockets 6 of one of the side ' 
members 1 and tightly secured therein by means of 
screws 16. The other side member is loosely attached 
to the opposite ends of the brace bars, the screws 16 at 
that end being driven only partially into ends of pre 
formed holes in the bars 4. Accordingly, the side mem 
bers may be separated suf?ciently to permit the sheet 
metal bottom member 2 to be laid in place upon the 
protruding lip portions 9a of the ?anges 9. Using the lip 
portions as guides, the bottom member, suitably bent 
to conform to the shape of the grooves is slid into place, 
?rst into the groove of the tightly secured side member 
and then into the groove of the opposite, loosely se 
cured side member. When thusly installed in the 
grooves screws 16 of the loosely secured side member 
are tightened to rigidly hold the parts together. Finally 
the seat boards 3 are applied and secured in place by 
means of the bolts or screws 16. 
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Whereas the bottom 2 is herein described as being of 
sheet metal, it will be understood that other, non 
metallic sheet-like material may also be employed for 
this member. Also, instead of rolling the ends of the 
bottom 2 to form integral rod-like end parts 2b, sepa 
rate rods of wood or metal may be suitably attached to 
the bottom 2. it is also mentioned that the protruding 
lip portion 9a on ?ange 9 may terminate short of the 
socket openings 8c so as further to facilitate assembly. 

The described sandbox ful?lls the objects and advan 
tages herein set forth. Strength and rigidity are 
achieved by the inter?tting portions of the side mem 
bers and the unitary bottom and end wall member 2, 
which inter?tting relationship also precludes the leak 
age of sand at the junction of these parts. The bottom 
braces 4 support central portions of the bottom 2 and 
the tubular extremities of the end wall portions which 
are ?rmly seated in the socket recesses 8c assist in 
holding the end portions 2a in place, adding strength 
and rigidity to the entire unit. 

I claim as my invention: 
1. in a sandbox: 
a. a pair of opposed side members each having a 
groove therein, each groove including a straight 
horizontal intermediate portion adjacent to a lower 
edge of the side member and upwardly extending 
end portions continuing from said intermediate 
portion, 

b. a sheet member providing integral bottom and end 
wall portions, the opposite side margins of said 
sheet member extending into said grooves, 

c. transverse members extending between said side 
members, and secured at their ends thereto, and 

(1. said transverse members including seat boards 
each seat board having sufficient extent in a sub 
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4 
stantially horizontal plane to provide a ?at seat for 
a child, and at least one bottom brace bar in under 
lying relation to said sheet member. 

2. The sandbox of claim 1 including: 
e. guide lips projecting laterally from said side mem 

bers adjacent the lower side of said grooves to facil 
itate installation of said sheet member into said 
grooves during assembly of the sandbox. 

3. ln a sandbox: 
a. a pair of opposed side members each having a 
groove, each groove including a straight, horizon 
tal, intermediate portion in parallel adjacence to a 
lower edge of the side member, upwardly extend 
ing end portions continuing from the intermediate 
portion, and socket recesses at the extremities of 
each groove, each side member further having a 
laterally projecting guide lip that extends along a 
marginal edge of the groove therein, 

b. a sheet metal member providing integral bottom 
and end wall portions, said sheet metal member 
having tubular ?anges on each end wall portion, 
the side edges of said sheet member and end por 
tions of the tubular ?anges being con?ned respec 
tively within said grooves and socket recess of the 
side members, 

c. a pair of seat boards extending transversely be 
tween upper edge portions of said side members 
each seat board having sufficient extent in a sub 
stantially horizontal plane to provide a ?at seat for 
a child, 

d. a pair of bottom brace bars extending transversely 
between lower edge portions of said side members, 
and 

e. means fastening the ends of said seat boards and 
brace bars to said side members. 

=|= * * >i< * 


