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noorror TAPE STORAGE RACK 

This invention relates to storage of tape cartridges 
and particularly to storage of such cartridges in auto 
mobiles. ' 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

In automobiles and the like, it has been common to 
incorporate tape decks which are used to play tape car 
tridges for the entertainment and amusement of the oc 
cupants of the automobile. One of the dif?culties with 
respect to such devices is that cartridges must be 
stored, preferably out of the nonnal area of activity of 
the occupants. - 

Accordingly, among the objects of the invention are 
I to provide a tape storage rack wherein cartridges can 
be stored adjacent the interior of the roof of the vehicle 
and readily accessible to the occupants; which is easily 
installed; which can be made at relatively low cost; 
which is aesthetically pleasing. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
The rooftop tape storage rack embodying the inven 

tion comprises a unitary device molded from organic 
plastic material and having a top wall, side walls, end 
walls and‘ a bottom wall. The side walls have a substan 
tially lesser height than said end wallsthereby forming 
an opening therein for receiving tape cartridges. The 
cartridges'are adapted» to be held-in side-by-side rela 
tionship with the side walls engaging the ends of the 
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cartridges. A slot is provided in the bottom‘ walland ex- ’ 
tends substantially throughout the length thereof pro 
viding a ?nger receiving opening through which a ?n 
ger can be inserted to liftthe cartridges for ready re“ 
moval from the openings in' said side walls. Laterally 
extending mounting panels extend from said end walls 
at the area of juncture of said end walls and‘ said top 
wall to provide a means of attachment to‘ the roof of the 
automotive vehicle. ‘ 

DESCRIPTION'OF THE DRAWINGS‘ 
FIG. 1 is a fragmentary diagrammatic view showing 

the tape storage rack embodying the invention in posi 
tion in an automobile. 
FIG. 2 is a side elevational view of the same. 
FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the same. 
FIG. 4 is a sectional view taken along the lines 4—-4 

in FIG. 2. ’ 

‘DESCRIPTION 
Referring to the drawings, the tape storage deck 10 

embodying the invention is adapted to be ‘mounted on 
the inner surface of the roof ll of a vehicle A and is 
made as a unitary device of organic plastic material 

‘ such as acrylonitrile butadiene styrene plastic. 
The rack 10 comprises a rectangular top wall 12 and 

a rectangular bottom wall ‘13 joined by end walls 14. 
Short side walls 15 extend upwardly from the bottom 
wall 13 and 7 form ?anges that de?ne - openings 16 
through which tape cartridges can be inserted or re 
moved. The bottom wall is formed with a longitudinally 
extending slot 17 and provides a ?nger receiving open 
ing as presently described. 
The rack further includes laterally. extending integral 

panel portions 18 that lie in the plane of the top wall 
12 and curved end portions 19 that extend generally 
downwardly so that when the rack is placed adjacent 

40 

45 

SO 

55 

65 

2 
the interior of the roof 11 of the vehicle, there 
eral conformation. 

Vertical re-enforcing ribs 21 extend between the un 
dersurface of the panel portions 18 and the outer sur 
face of the end wall 14. 
The curved end portions are adjustably mounted on 

panel portions 18 by screws 20 and wing nuts 23 ex 
tending through elongated slots 24 in the ‘panel por 
tions 18. Each- panel portion 19 includes a clearance 
slot 25 for the rib 21. 
The rack is mounted as shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, pref 

erably immediately behind the front seat with the panel 
portions engaging the inner surface of the roof 11. The 
rack is supported either by engaging the end of the 
panel portions 18 with the conventional ?anges 22 of 
the vehicle or by inserting fastening devices directly 
through the portions 19 into the roof. 
A movable stop 26 of plastic material is provided in 

slot 17 and has slits 27 so that it can be slidingly posi 
tioned along slot 17 to prevent the tape cartridges from 
tipping and rattling. 
After the rack is mounted, cartridges C can be in 

serted in side by side relationship vthrough the opening 
16 and readily removed therefrom. To facilitate re 
moval of a‘ particular cartridge from a group, the ?nger 
slot 17 is provided through which a ?nger can be in 
serted to lift the particular cartridge desired so that it 
can be grasped and removed from the opening 16. As 
will be seen in FIG. 2, the rack not only supports the 
cartridges but does so in a manner that the titles are 
readily visible through the opening 16. By storing the 
cartridges adjacent the roof, they are kept out of the 
way and also away from direct exposure to the sun. 

is gen 

] claim: _ 

1. In a rooftop tape storage rack, the combination 
comprising 
a unitary device molded from organic plastic material 
and comprising a top wall, side walls, end walls and 
a bottom wall, 

at least one of said side walls having a substantially 
lesser height than said end walls thereby forming an 
opening ‘therein for receiving tape cartridges, 

saidcartridges being adapted to be held in side-by 
side relationship with the side walls adapted to en~ 
gage the ends of the cartridges, 

a slot associated with the bottom wall and extending 
substantially throughout the length thereof provid 
ing a ?nger receiving opening through which a ?n— 
ger can be inserted to lift the cartridges for ready 
removal from the opening in said side walls, 

' laterally extending integral mounting panels extend 
ing from said end walls at the area of juncture of 
said end walls and said top wall, ‘ 

said laterally extending panels being curved generally 
downwardly with respect to said top wall, 

re-enforcing ribs between said panel portions and 
said end walls, ’ ' 

extension panels adjustably mounted on said mount 
ing panels, 

and a stop adjustably mounted in said slot in said bot 
‘ tom wall for engaging the. cartridges, 
means on said extension panels for attaching the de 

vice to a vehicle. 

2. In a rooftop tape storage rack, the combination 
comprising 7 
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an elongated device comprising a top wall, side walls, 
end walls and a bottom wall, ' 

the length of said walls being many times the width 
thereof, 

at least one of said side walls having an opening 
therethrough for insertion and removal of tape car 
tridges, 

a slot associated with said bottom wall and a stop de 
vice adjustably. mounted along said slot for engag 
ing the endmost cartridge of a series of cartridges, 

said slot-providing a finger receiving opening through 
which a finger can be inserted to lift the cartridges 
for ready removal from the opening in said side 
walls, ~ ' 
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4 
said cartridges being adapted to be held in side-by 

side relation with the side walls adapted to engage 
the ends of said cartridges, 

and laterally extending mounting panels connected 
to and extending from said end walls longitudinally 
of the device, 

said panels include extension panels adjustable longi 
tudinally of said device, 

at least the end portions of said panels being curved 
generally downwardly with respect to the top wall 
and being adapted to generally conform with the 
interior of the roof of a vehicle, 

and means on said panels for attaching the device to 


