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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A pressure-applying member comprises resilient sub 
strate means and a contact surface of the substrate means 
for applying the required pressure to an article, and a 
plurality balls adhered to the contact surface by an adhe 
sive which remains permanently ?exible. 

The present invention relates to labelling devices, and 
more particularly to pressure-applying members for use 
in such devices. 

According to the present invention, there is provided a 
pressure-applying member comprising a resilient substrate 
and a contact surface for applying the required pressure to 
an article through the intermediary of a plurality balls 
adhered to the surface by an adhesive which remains per 
manently ?exible. 

Further according to the present invention, there is pro 
vided a pressure-applying member comprising a resilient 
substrate and balls adhered to a pressure contact surface 
of the substrate. 
One embodiment of a pressure-applying member in 

accordance with the invention will now be described, by 
way of example only, with reference to the accompany 
ing drawing the sole Figure of which is a perspective 
view of the member. 
A pressure-applying member 10 of cylindrical form for 

use in a labelling device comprises a cylindrical pad 12 
of foamed rubber, foamed plastics or other resilient mate 
rial carrying a single layer of closely-packed, randomly 
spaced, glass balls 14 on its working or contact surface. 
The foamed plastics or rubber should have a pore size 
compatible with the size of balls selected, i.e. the balls 
should not become embedded in the surface of the sub 
strate or alternatively the surface should have a non 
porous skin. Further the material should be unaffected by 
the adhesive used and be suf?ciently ?exible to follow 
contours of articles to receive labels. 
The glass balls have a diameter in the range 0.5 to 

2.00 and are secured to the pad by means of an adhesive, 
for example that sold under the registered trademark 
“Evostik.” The adhesive selected should provide a strong 
adhesive bond but remain permanently ?exible. 
A tubular shaft 16 preferably of aluminium is ?tted 

within the pad 12 and carries at each end an oil-impreg 
nated bush 18 (only one shown) which bushes serve to 
mount the member for rotation. 

Preferably the pad 12 is “Rubozote” type G400 and is 
supplied by Forest Rubber Limited of England. 
The glass balls are preferably solid, have a diameter 

in the range 1.225-1.30 mm., are manufactured by 
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Englass Limited and marketed under the trade name “Bal 
lotine.” These glass balls have a silicone coating. 
The pressure-applying pad is initially adhered to the 

shaft 16 which has previously been ?tted with the bushes 
18. The cylindrical pad is then coated with a thin layer 
of adhesive and rolled once through a tray of glass balls 
14. After a setting time appropriate to the adhesive used, 
the pressure-applying member is ready for ?tting in a 
labelling device. 

In use, the applicator serves to press labels, discharged 
from a labelling device, and coated with pressure-sensi 
tive adhesive, for example, on to articles ‘to be labelled; 
the applicator is traversed across the exposed face of each 
label to ensure adherence of the label over its entire area. 
The glass balls on the working surface of the applicator 

impart a long working life thereto and will not smudge 
any inked indicia applied to the exposed surface of the 
label, particularly, as is preferred, if the balls have a 
coating of a silicone. This non-smudging property is par 
ticularly important when the member is incorporated in 
a label-applying device, in which a label is printed and 
dispensed in a single cycle of the device as disclosed in 
our copending cognated Applications 39,850/71 and 
4,305/ 72. 

I claim: 
1. A pressure-applying member comprising 
resilient substrate means and a contact surface of the 

substrate means for applying the required pressure 
to an article, and 

a plurality balls adhered to the contact surface by an 
adhesive which remains permanently ?exible. 

2. A member according to claim 1, wherein the balls 
are of glass. - 

3. A member according to claim 1, wherein the balls 
are of steel. 

4. A member according to claim 2, wherein the balls 
each have a diameter in the range 0.5 mm. to 2.0 mm. 

5. A member according to claim 3, wherein the balls 
each have a diameter in the range 0.5 mm. to 2.0 mm. 

6. A member according to claim 1, wherein the balls 
are silicone coated. 

7. A member according to claim 1, wherein the resili 
ent substrate is a foamed material. 

8. A member according to claim 7, wherein the sub 
strate is selected from the group foamed rubber and a 
foamed plastics material. I 

9. A member according to claim 1, wherein the sub 
strate has a cylindrical surface. 

10. A member according to claim 1, wherein the balls 
are adhered to the contact surface by an adhesive com 
prising a synthetic rubber blended with a resin in a 
solvent. 
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