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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

An ornamental plaque has a planar sheet of pierceable 
material in the form of a foamed or cellular plastic. A 
velour material is secured to the planar sheet to substan 
tially cover one major surface thereof. The velour ma 
terial is provided with imprinted markings which define 
an outline of a decorative pattern. A plurality of beads 
are mounted on the planar sheet to correspond with the 
outline on the velour material, each bead being apertured 
and fixed to the planar sheet by means of pins the stems 
of which extend through the apertures in the beads and 
into the planar sheet. The heads of the pins provide the 
retaining action. To provide different three-dimensional 
eifect, more than one bead is stacked on the stern of one 
pin before the stem is forced into the planar sheet. Also, 
where mounted pins in contact with the planar sheet form 
spaces between adjacent beads, further beads are mount 
ed spaced above the planar sheet whose associated pin 
extend into the planar sheet through the spaces so formed. 
With such construction, the velour material is visible 
through the spaces not so covered and about the periph 
ery of the design pattern and provides a decorative back 
ground therefor. An ornamental ribbon extends about and 
is connected to the periphery of the planar sheet. Means 
are provided on the other major surface for afñxing the 
decorative or ornamental plaque on a wall surface. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention generally relates to ornamental 
plaques, and more particularly to a plaque formed «by 
mounting beads having pins associated therewith onto a 
planar sheet of pierceable material by urging the pins into 
the pierceable material. The present invention also re 
lates to the method of forming the ornamental plaque. 

There are known in the prior art many toys and plaque 
forming kits which utilize the concept of mounting a 
plurality of members on a relatively flat surface. Some 
times, the object is to generate a predetermined design in 
accordance with given instructions. In other instances, the 
objects may be mounted in an arbitrary manner to form 
a fanciful or original design. However, the prior art de 
vices have had disadvantages which have limited their 
commercial success. For example, a mosaic-like arrange 
ment is known which provides a pan-like rectangular 
mounting member which is adapted to receive mosaic~ 
type elements which are to be positioned within the pan 
like member. The mosaic elements are provided with up 
per decorative ends which remain exposed when the mem 
ber or frame is fully lilled. A disadvantage of this ar~ 
rangement is that it lirst requires a specially prepared pan 
like member for receiving the elements. The elements 
themselves must be specially constructed. The special 
manufacturing involved represents additional expenses. 
Further, in the use of this arrangement, it is necessary 
in each instance to completely ñll the pan-like rectangu 
lar member in order to wedge and thereby retain the 
mosaic elements within the frame. Therefore, even when 
a simple design is to be constructed, the user must never 
theless expand considerable time in fully filling the frame 
member. 
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There are also known numerous toys which permit the 
mounting of elements on a generally planar surface. How 
ever, in most instances, the elements to ‘be mounted are 
mounted on an apertured base or sheet. Numerous aper 
tures are provided, typically in parallel rows and col 
umns, to give the user flexibility in the positions in which 
the elements are to be mounted. The elements themselves 
are generally provided with special end portions which 
are coníigurated to fit interiorly of the apertures in the 
base. A disadvantage of these embodiments arises from 
the fact that apertured bases or sheets must be provided 
this representing an additional manufacturing step and 
additional expense. Further, by providing predetermined 
locations for the apertures, the user is limited as to the 
precise locations on which the mountable elements can 
be mounted. 
A further disadvantage of the prior art toys and orna 

mental devices of the type under discussion resides in 
that these are generally not suitable for use as a decora 
tive plaque which can be mounted on a wall to enhance 
the decor of the area in which it is mounted. Most of the 
toys and such similar devices are primarily adapted to 
produce numerous designs or patterns as an educational 
process or as a means for occupying a person’s time. Con 
sequently, while a pattern formed on a prior art toy or 
device may be mounted on a wall, this is generally not 
the intention or purpose thereof and, in most instances, 
the toy or device does not possess the aesthetic qualities 
which may be desired. 

Other prior art toys and devices of the type under dis~ 
cussion are generally provided, instead of pre-formed 
apertures, with pre-formed elongate slots, conical or pris 
matic depressions which are adapted to receive corre 
spondingly shaped extensions of decorative elements 
which must, however, be positioned in the appropriate 
slots or depressions. 
A still further disadvantage of prior art devices is that 

they are limited to primarily generate planar shapes for 
the production of generally two-dimensional images. 
While some of the prior art members which are mounted 
on a base or sheet project somewhat above the latter, 
there is generally no provision for providing a truly three 
dimensional image or effect by stacking the mountable 
elements along a direction normal to the plane of the 
'base or sheet. 

SUM-MARY OF THE INVENTION 

lt is an object of the present invention to provide an 
ornamental plaque which is not possessed of the above 
described disadvantages associated with comparable prior 
art plaques and toys. 

lt is another object of the present invention to provide 
an ornamental plaque which is simple in construction 
and economical to manufacture. 

It is still another object of the present invention to 
provide an ornamental plaque on which a plurality of 
bead~like elements are arranged to form a decorative de 
sign pattern. 

It is yet another object of the present invention, in 
connection with the last-mentioned object, to provide an 
ornamental plaque wherein the bead-like elements may 
be positioned in any arbitrary location on a planar sheet 
of material on which the beads are mounted. 
A further object of the present invention is to provide 

an ornamental plaque of the type under discussion which 
utilizes apertured beads through which extend headed 
pins whose pointed ends extend into a planar sheet form 
ing the plaque. 

It is still a further object of the present invention to 
provide an ornamental plaque as above described which 
includes a planar sheet of pierceable material covered 
with a sheet of soft decorative material on which is pro 
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vided an outline of a decorative design pattern corre 
sponding to positions of the beads mounted thereon. 

It is yet a further object of the present invention to 
provide an ornamental plaque which includes a base 0r 
sheet which is not provided with apertures, slots or de 
pressions, but comprises a planar sheet of pierceable mate 
rial which pointed pins can easily pierce to mount aper 
tured beads through which the pins pass. 

It is an additional object of the present invention to 
provide an ornamental plaque which permits the mount 
ing of one or more beads on pins utilized in forming a 
decorative design pattern, wherein a three-dimensional 
effect may be obtained by varying the number of beads 
which are mounted on different adjacent pins. 

It is yet an additional object of the present invention to 
provide an ornamental plaque which may be constructed 
Without the utilization of specially prepared or manu 
factured elements and which does not require the utiliza 
tion of adhesives or other connecting or mounting mem 
bers besides pins. 

It is further an additional object of the present inven 
tion to provide a method of forming an ornamental plaque 
in accordance with the present invention which is simple 
and economical to implement. 

In order to achieve the above objects, as well as other 
objects which will become apparent hereafter, the pres 
ent invention for an ornamental plaque comprises a gen 
erally planar sheet of pierceable material having two op 
posite major surfaces. A plurality of bead-like elements 
are arranged on one of said major surfaces to form a 
decorative design pattern. Pin means are provided which 
are associated with each bead-like element. 'Each pin 
means pierces and penetrates said sheet of material for 
maintaining an associated bead-like element mounted on 
said sheet of material. In this manner, the bead-like ele 
ments are maintained arranged in said decorative design 
pattern by the retaining action of said pin means. 
A presently preferred class of materials from which 

the pierceable material is made from comprises cellular 
or foamed plastic materials. 

According to the presently preferred embodiment, said 
bead-like elements comprise apertured beads and said pin 
means comprise headed pins having elongate stem por 
tions extending through respective bead apertures. The 
head portions of the pins are of external dimensions 
greater than the transverse internal dimensions of the 
bead apertures. In this manner, the head of each pin abuts 
against a respective bead when the stem portion of the 
pin extends through the aperture of the bead and into 
said sheet of pierceable material. Said bead-like elements 
may comprise spherical apertured beads or multi-faceted 
beads. Alternately, said pin means may comprise pins 
each having an elongate stern portion having one end 
thereof adapted to pierce said sheet of pierceable mate 
rial, and wherein each of said bead-like elements corn 
prises a decorative molded member fixed to the other 
end of a respective stern portion of the pin. 
Advantageously, a decorative coating is provided on 

said one of said major surfaces which is visible and pro 
vides a decorative background for the spaces formed be 
tween adjacent beads as well as about the periphery of 
the design pattern. Said decorative coating may comprise 
a decorative finish or a soft material covering the major 
surface on which the beads are mounted. 
[Any desired material, such as a cotton paper velour 

material, may be utilized. 
According to another embodiment of the bead arrange 

ment, at least some of the pins are associated with more 
than one bead. In this manner, more than one bead may 
be stacked on one pin to provide a multi-level three 
dimensional effect. 
A further embodiment of the invention may be formed 

when adjacent beads in contact with said one major sur 
face are positioned in a common plane and form spaces 
therebetween. In this case, further beads may be spaced 
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above said common plane and have respective pins as 
sociated therewith extending into said sheet of pierceable 
material through said spaces. In this manner, said further 
beads substantially cover said spaces and additionally pro 
vide a three-dimensional or multi-layered effect. 
The method in accordance with the present invention 

comprises a step of mounting beads on the surface of a 
sheet of pierceable material to form a decorative design. 
The mounting step comprises the step of ‘piercing pins 
associated with respective beads into said sheet of pierce 
able material. When the beads are apertured, a step prior 
to piercing the pins into the sheet of material comprises 
the step of extending the Stearns of each pin through at 
least one bead. 

-As above suggested, the method advantageously also 
comprises the step of covering the surface on which the 
beads are mounted with a decorative material prior to the 
bead mounting step. 
Another feature of the method comprises the step of 

providing markings on said covering which define an 
outline corresponding to said decorative design. 
When adjacent beads in Contact with the surface are 

positioned in a common plane and form spaces there 
between, the method of the invention may optionally 
comprise the further step of mounting further beads 
spaced above the common plane and having the pins 
associated therewith extending into the sheet of pierce 
able material through the spaces. In this manner, the 
further beads substantially cover said spaces. 

4BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

With the above and additional objects and advantages 
in view, as will hereinafter appear, this invention com 
prises the devices, combinations and arrangements of 
parts hereinafter described and illustrated in the accom 
panying drawings of a preferred embodiment in which: 

FIG. l is a top plan view of an ornamental plaque 
in accordance with the present invention, showing beads 
arranged on a planar sheet of pierceable material to 
form a decorative pattern and pins associated with the 
beads extending into the planar sheet; 

FIG. 2 is a cross section of the ornamental plaque of 
FIG. l, taken alone line 2_2 in FIG. l; 

FIG. 3 is an exploded View of the ornamental plaque 
of FIG. l, prior to assembly of the plaque and the mount 
ing of the beads thereon; 
FIG. 4 is a top plan view of a covering Sheet shown 

in FIG. 3, and further showing an outline of a design 
pattern which corresponds with the positions of the 
beads to be mounted on the planar sheet; 

FIG. 5 is similar to FIG. 2 but showing two beads 
stacked on one pin; 
FIG. 6 is a top plan view of a portion of an orna 

mental plaque similar to that of FIG. 1, showing four 
adjacent beads forming a space covered by a central 
bead whose associated pin extends through the space 
formed by the four adjacent beads; 
FIG. 7 is a front elevational view of the planar sheet 

and beads shown in FIG. 6, showing the bead which 
covers the space formed by the four adjacent beads, the 
covering bead being spaced from the planar sheet t0 
provide a three-dimensional effect; and 

FIG. 8 is similar to FIG. 2, but showing a multi 
faceted bead instead of a spherical bead. 

DETAILED 'DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

Referring specifically to the drawings, wherein the same 
reference numerals have been utilized to designate simi 
lar or identical parts throughout, and first referring to 
FIGS. l and 2, an ornamental or decorative plaque in 
accordance with the present invention is generally desig 
nated by the reference numeral 10. The plaque 10 corn 
prises a generally planar sheet of pierceable material 12 
which is provided with two opposite major surfaces. In 
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accordance with the presently preferred embodiment, 
the planar sheet 12 is made from any one of numerous 
foam or cellular plastic products which can be easily 
pierced by a pointed pin. Several examples of possible 
cellular plastics which may be utilized include expanded 
polystyrene foam. Cellular plastics which may be uti 
lized are distributed under the brand names of “Dylite” 
and “Cellofoam” Foamed polyethylenes and urethanes, 
as well as numerous other cellular plastics may be uti 
lized. Further, materials other than plastic may similarly 
be utilized as long as the same are easily pierceable by 
a pointed pin. One example of such another product 
comprises balsa Wood. 
As can best be seen in FIGS. 2 and 3, the sheet of 

pierceable material 12 is generally planar and rectangu 
lar in configuration and is generally in the form of a 
plaque suitable for hanging on a wall. 
The planar sheet is provided with a major surface 13 

on which a decorative covering 14 is provided. The coV 
ering 14 is provided with peripheral portions 16 which 
are folded over the ends of the planar sheet 12 and 
ñxed to the latter in any conventional manner. Advanta 
geously, pins may be utilized which extend through the 
peripheral portions 16 into the planar sheet 12. The 
purpose of providing the covering 14 will be described 
hereafter. However, it should be mentioned that the cov 
ering 14 may be replaced by any other suitable decora 
tive coating. Such a decorative coating may take the 
form of a decorative finish forming a part of and inte 
grally made with the planar sheet 12. Alternately, a 
decorative coating may comprise a coating of paint or 
other comparable material. 
When a covering 14 is provided, the same may be made 

from any relatively soft material which can be pierced 
by the pointed ends of pins. A decorative material of 
this type comprises a velour material one example of 
which is cotton paper velour material. Also, the covering 
14 may comprise silk, burlap or felt. The decorative 
surface of the covering 14 is advantageously exposed. 
When a velour material is utilized the pile or napped 
surface resembling velvet is directed in the upward di 
rection as viewed in FIG. 2. 
To further enhance the aesthetic appearance of the 

ornamental plaque, a decorative ribbon 18 is advantage 
ously provided which extends about and is connected to 
the periphery of the sheet of material 12. Aside from 
enhancing the looks of the plaque 10, the ribbon 18 
covers whatever pins may have been utilized in con~ 
necting the end or peripheral portions 16 to the planar 
sheet 12. The manner of attaching the ribbon 18 will be 
described in connection with FIG. 3. 

Still referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, an import-ant feature 
of the present invention is the provision of a plurality of 
bead-like elements shown in the drawings as beads 20, 
which are arranged on the major surface 13 to form a 
decorative design or pattern. The broad concept of the 
invention includes the utilization of pins each having an 
elongate stem portion having one end thereof adapted to 
pierce the sheet of material 12, and bead-like elements 
ycomprising decorative molded members ñxed to the other 
ends of respective stem portions of the pins. The con 
struction just described is presently commercially avail 
able and generally designated as bulletin board pins. 
However, the presently preferred embodiment will be de 
scribed in connection with apertured beads 20 which are 
held in position by heads 30 of pins having stem por 
tions 30a thereof which extend through the apertures of 
the beads and pierce the covering 14 as well as the planar 
sheet 12. The utilization of apertured beads and pins in 
this manner represents a simple and economical way of 
constructing the ornamental plaque because of the ready 
availability of beads and pins of this type. Also, apertured 
beads come in numerous v-arieties, including colors and 
shapes and this further enhances the versatility with which 
decorative designs can be formed. As to be described 
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6 
hereafter yin connection with FIGS. 5-7, >the utilization of 
apertured beads through which pins can extend also pro 
vides additional versatility in forming three-dimensional 
designs. 
As suggested above, the beads 20 are arranged to pro 

vide an ornamental pattern. In FIG. 1, wherein a ñower 
pattern -is illustrated7 groups of beads 21 are shown to 
form petals 23 of a flower. Beads 22 deline a stem llower 
and beads 24 and 27 designate leaves. As should be clear, 
the various groups of beads above described may be of 
different colors to simulate realistic colors of flowers, 
stems and leaves respectively. 
The group of beads represented by the numeral 28 rep 

resent the pistel of a seed plant. While the heads of the 
pins 3i) may be metallic, as shown for the pins 30 extend 
ing through the vbeads 20, the pin heads 30b are shown 
colored. Utilizing pins having different colored heads fur 
ther increases the versatility in forming decorative design 
patterns. The beads shown in IFIG. 1 are spherical in con 
rfiguration. ln iFlG. 8, a multi-faceted head is shown. 4Beads 
having any desired configurations, or any combinations 
thereof may be used to produce desired effects. 

Although the present embodiment has been illustrated 
as including a flower pattern, it should be clear that this 
is not limiting of the present invention land that any other 
decorative pattern may be utilized. 
The manner -in which the pins and beads cooperate is 

best illustrated in FIG. 2. Here, apertured beads 20 are 
shown to be retained by the pin heads 30 the stem por 
tions ?aßtz of which extend to the apertures of the beads 
and pierce the planar sheeet 12. The stem portions 30a 
also pierce the covering 14 which, as described above, 
comprises a soft pierceable decorative material. The free 
ends of the stem portions 30a are advantageously pointed 
to facilitate the piercing of the planar sheet 12. However, 
depending upon the hardness or pierceability of the plan-ar 
sheet 12, the free ends of the stem portions 30a may be 
more or less pointed-this not forming a critical part of 
the present invention so long as such piercing is possible. 
According to the presently preferred embodiment, the 
stern portion 30a ends are pointed for two reasons. Firstly, 
pointed ends facilitate the insertion of the stem portions 
39a to the planar sheet 12. Secondly, utilizing a pointed 
pin end yminimizes the destruction of the planar sheet 
surrounding »the pin-_this assuring a tight pressure fit 
which enhances the gripping `or retaining ability of the 
planar sheet of the step portions. Optionally, the stem 
portions 30a may ñrst be dipped in a suitable solvent 
which, when subsequently placed in the planar sheet 12, 
dissolves a portion thereof to form an integral bond with 
the stem portions. The particular solvents which are nec 
essary to dissolve the various forms of cellular plastics 
or foams are Well known to those skilled in the art and 
are tabulated in standard reference texts. As suggested 
above, the particular nature of the planar sheet 12 is not 
critical for the purposes of the present invention, and, 
consequently, the nature of the `associated solvent there 
with is similarly not critical. 

Referring to FIG. 3, the ornamental plaque is shown 
prior to assembly and mounting of the beads thereon. The 
planar sheet 12 of ̀ foam material or other «suitable pierce 
able material has its dimensions selected to correspond 
with the desired dimensions of the completed plaque. The 
covering or cover sheet 14 has lateral dimensions which 
are greater than those of the planar sheet 12 to form end 
or peripheral portion 16 which extend beyond the sides 
of the planar sheet. The end or peripheral portions 16 are 
fold-able about fold lines 14a-14d to bring the end or 
peripheral portions 16 adjacent to the peripheral edge of 
the planar sheet 12. Once so folded, the end or peripheral 
portion 16 cmay be maintained in said positions by utiliz 
ing pins which pierce both the peripheral portions 16 as 
well as the peripheral edge yof the planar sheet 12. 
A decorative ribbon 1:8 is placed about the peripheral 

edge of the planar sheet 12 and »is selected to have suñì 
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cient length to provide overlapping portions 18a, 18b once 
the ribbon 18 has been fully wrapped about the peripheral 
edge. As should be clear, the peripheral portions 16 are 
now covered by the ribbon 18 as are the pins which main 
tain the peripheral portions 16 in place. The ribbon 18 
itself -is maintained in position by tightly wrapping the 
same about the peripheral edge of the planar sheet 12 
and extending pins or `other suitable connecting means, 
such as staples, through the overlapping ends or portions 
18a, 18h ̀ and into the peripheral edge of the planar sheet 
12. At this piont, the plaque is ready to receive beads 
having pins associated therewith which pins can be in 
serted into the planar sheet 12 at arbitrary locations along 
the major surface 13 of the foam sheet. 

Referring to FIG. 4, the covering 14 is shown provided 
with markings which define an outline of a pattern which 
corresponds to the pattern of the beads when the latter 
are mounted on the plaque. The pattern illustrated in 
FIG. 4 is different than the pattern illustrated in iFIG. l. 
The outline or design 60, in FIG. 4 comprises a plural 

ity of markings which comprise lines 62 as well as areas 
64. Typically, the markings are pre-formed on the cover 
ing 14 and the latter is mounted on the planar Sheet 
12, as suggested in FIG. 3, so that the markings remain 
exposed after the plaque has been assembled. Each of 
the lines 62 or areas 64 may be given different reference 
designations on the covering itself or reference numerals 
which may be cross referenced to different bead colors or 
bead shapes or other constructions. Consequently, the 
outline 60 serves as a guide for mounting the beads 20. 
After all the beads have been mounted, the outline 60 
is no longer visible and only the beads themselves define 
the decorative pattern or design. 
As suggested above, the subject invention provides 

greater ñexibility in that three-dimensional decorative 
patterns may be generated. Referring to FIGS. 5-7 the 
means for forming such three-dimensional patterns is 
illustrated. Firstly, beads 50 may be stacked upon one 
stem portion 30b of a pin. Thus, beads 50a and 50b are 
stacked upon a possibly enlarged stem portion 30b which 
passes or extends through the apertures of the two stacked 
beads. Although only two beads are shown stacked, it 
should be clear that any number of beads may be so 
stacked as desired by making the length of the stem 
portion 30b sufficiently long. 
As can best be seen in FIG. 1, groups of adjacent 

beads 20 in contact with the covering 14 and positioned 
in a common plane form spaces therebetween. These 
spaces are generated because the beads are not fully com~ 
plementary in shape and frequently the nature of the 
design does not permit the precise alignment of beads 
to eliminate the spaces. While it may be possible to mini 
mize the spaces With prismatic or multi-faceted beads 
which are arranged or aligned in closely abutting re 
lationship, this is not possible with spherical beads. An 
example of four adjacent spherical beads 52 are illustrated 
in FIG. 6 which define an adjacent space therebetween 
(not visible in FIG. 6) designated by the reference 
numeral 55 in FIG. 7. With such an arrangement, further 
beads 54 may be provided which are spaced above the 
plane generally defined by the beads in contact with the 
covering 14. The stem portion 30a which extends through 
the aperture of the bead 54 extends into the sheet of ma 
terial 12 through the space 55. In so being positioned, 
the bead 54 substantially covers the space 55, as viewed 
from above in FIG. 6, and simultaneously provides a 
three-dimensional effect since the bead 54 nests between 
and above the plane of the beads 52. 

Although not shown in the drawings, any suitable 
means may be provided on the major surface opposite 
the major surface 13 for mounting the ornamental plaque 
on a wall. Any loop or hooks or wire normally utilized 
in connection with hanging picture frames may similarly 
be utilized for hanging the plaque 10. Because the 
plaque _10 is, by the nature of the materials utilized and 
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8 
construction thereof, very light in weight, itis also possible 
to utilize numerous other types of hanging attachments 
for the plaque. For example, it is possible to utilize a 
chenille stem, also known as pipe cleaners, the free ends 
of which are urged into the pierceable planar sheet 12. 
The exposed portion of the chenille stem may now be 
arked into a loop sector suitable for engaging a nail on 
a wall. Although this in itself does not provide a very 
strong connection between the chenille stem and the 
planar sheet 12, this is normally sufficient to support the 
plaque 10. Further conventional means may be utilized 
for providing a more secure connection, such as by 
utilizing adhesive or staples which tend to retain the free 
ends of the chenille stem interiorly of the rear major sur 
face of the plaque. 
The above described ornamental plaque overcomes 

many of the above described disadvantages of prior such 
devices. Firstly, it is extremely simple and economical to 
manufacture. Secondly, the plaque may be manufactured 
from readily available materials. The beads themselves 
may be positioned at any arbitrarily locations along the 
major surface of the plaque without the limitations inher 
ent in the prior art bases or mounting boards. Further, the 
resulting plaque in accordance with the present invention 
is both decorative and sufficiently aesthetic to make the 
same adaptable for hanging on a wall. The designs or 
patterns formed out of the beads on the plaque may 
be as simple or as complex as desired to thereby make 
the time with which the beads are mounted either minimal 
or substantial. Additionally, the plaque of the present in 
vention may be utilized for educational purposes in ad 
dition to decorative purposes and, as described above, 
may either be utilized to originate original designs or, 
when utilized in conjucntion with outlines 60, may be 
utilized to form predetermined designs. 
Numerous alterations of the structure herein disclosed 

will suggest themselves to those skilled in the art. How 
ever, it is to be understood that the present disclosure 
relates to a preferred embodiment of the invention which 
is for purposes of illustration only and is not to be con 
strued as a limitation of the invention. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An ornamental plaque, comprising .a generally planar 

sheet of pierceable material having two opposite major 
surfaces; a plurality of bead-like elements arranged on one 
of said major surfaces to form a decorative design pattern; 
and pin means associated with each bead-like element, 
each pin means piercing and penetrating said sheet of 
material for maintaining an associated bead-'like element 
mounted on said sheet of material, whereby said bead-like 
elements are maintained arranged in said decorative de 
sign pattern by the retaining action of said pin means. 

2. An ornamental plaque as defined in claim 1, wherein 
said sheet of pierceable material is made from cellular 
plastic. 

3. An ornamental plaque as defined in claim 1, wherein 
said bead~like elements comprise apertured beads, and 
said pin means comprise headed pins having elongate stem 
portions extending through respective bead apertures and 
having head portions of external dimensions greater than 
the transverse internal dimensions of the bead apertures, 
whereby the head of each pin abuts against a respective 
bead when the stern portion of the pin extends through 
the aperture of the bead and into said sheet of pierceable 
material. 

4. An ornamental plaque as defined in claim 1, wherein 
said bead-like elements comprise spherical apertured 
beads. 

5. An ornamental plaque as defined in claim 1, wherein 
said bead-like elements comprise multi-faceted apertured 
beads. 

6. An ornamental plaque as defined in claim 1, wherein 
said pin means comprise pins each having an elongate 
stem portion having one end thereof adapted to pierce said 
sheet of pierceable material, and wherein each of said 
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bead-like elements comprises a decorative molded member 
fixed to the other end of a respective stem portion of a pin. 

7. An ornamental plaque as deñned in claim 1, wherein 
said -bead-like elements are positioned relative to each 
other to leave spaces therebetween, and further compris 
ing a decorative coating provided on said one of said 
major surfaces, 4whereby said decorative coating is visible 
through said spaces and about the periphery of the design 
pattern and provides a decorative background therefor. 

8. An ornamental plaque as defined in claim 7, wherein 
said decorative coating comprises a decorative finish on 
said one of said major surfaces of said sheet of pierceable 
material. ’ 

9. An ornamental plaque as defined in claim 7, wherein 
said coating comprises a relatively soft material covering 
said one of said major surfaces of said sheet of pierce 
able material; and means for securing said soft material 
to said sheet of pierceable material. l 

10. An ornamental plaque as defined in claim 9, wherein 
said soft material comprises a velour material. 

11. An ornamental plaque as defined in claim 9, wherein 
said soft material comprises cotton paper velour material. 

12. An ornamental plaque as defined in claim 7, further 
comprising markings on said coating which define an 
outline of said decorative design pattern, the positions of 
said bead-like elements corresponding to said outline. 

13. An ornamental plaque as defined in claim 1, further 
comprising a decorative ribbon extending about and con 
nected to the periphery of said sheet of pierceable material. 

14. An ornamental plaque as defined in claim 1, wherein 
said bead-like elements comprise apertured beads, and 
wherein said pin means comprises elongate pins, at least 
some of said pins being associated with more than one 
bead, whereby more than one bead is stacked on one pin 
to provide a multi-level three-dimensional effect. 

15. An ornamental plaque as defined in claim 1, wherein 
said bead-like elements comprise apertured beads, said 
pin means comprise elongate pins, and wherein adjacent 
beads in contact with said one major surface are positioned 
in a common plane and form spaces therebetween, com 
prising further beads spaced above said common plane 
and having respective pins associated therewith extending 
into said sheet of pierceable material through said spaces, 
whereby said further beads substantially cover said spaces. 

16. An ornamental plaque as defined in claim 1, further 
comprising connecting means on the other one of said 
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major surfaces for mounting the ornamental plaque on a 
wall. 

17. A method of forming an ornamental plaque, com 
prising the steps of mounting beads on a surface of a sheet 
of pierceable material to form a decorative design, the 
mounting step comprising the step of piercing pins asso 
ciated with respective beads into said sheet of pierceable 
material. 

18. A method as defined in claim 17, wherein the beads 
are apertured, and further comprising the step of extend 
ing the stems of each pin through at least one y'bead prior 
to piercing the same into said sheet of material. 

19. A method as defined in claim 17, further compris 
ing the step of covering the surface on whichlthe beads 
are mounted with a decorative material prior to the bead 
mounting step. ` 

20. A method as defined in claim 19, further compris 
ing the step of providing markings on said covering which 
define an outline corresponding to said decorative design. 

21. A method as defined in claim 17, further compris 
ing the step of covering the surface on which the beads 
are mounted ïwith a velour material on which is provided 
an outline ofthe decorative design. 

22. A method as defined in claim 17, further compris 
ing the step of fixing a decorative ribbon about the pe 
riphery of the sheet of pierceable material. 

23. A method as defined in claim 17, wherein the ad 
jacent ‘beads in contact with the surface are positioned in 
a common plane and form spaces therebetween, and fur 
ther comprising the step of mounting further beads spaced 
above 'the common plane having the pins associated there 
with extending into the sheet of pierceable material through 
the spaces, whereby the further beads substantially cover 
said spaces. 
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