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[5 7] ' ABSTRACT 

A device to be used for applying materials to the area 
of the eye which comprises an applying means for ap 
plying materials to the area and a mirror so that the 
user can see his eye re?ected therein during the apply 
ing process. ‘ 

5 Claims, 8 Drawing Figures 
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DEVICE FOR APPLYING MATERIAL TO THE 
AREA OF Til-IE EYE 

This patent application is a divisional patent applica 
tion of patent application Ser. No. 262,384 ?led June 
13, 1972 now US. Pat. 3,779,245. 
This invention relates to an applying device and more 

particularly to a device for applying the materials to the 
area of the eye. ‘ 

Many people have a substantial amount of difficulty 
in applying materials to the eye or to the region of the 
eye. These persons ?nd it very dif?cult to apply drops 
to their eyes or to remove or place contact lenses 
therein. This is because the eye has a natural tendency 
to blink or close as a foreign object approaches. A simi 
lar problem is encountered in the application of cos 
metics such as eye liner, mascara and the like. 

It is believed that the eye ?nds the approach of ob 
jects to be offensive because of its inability to focus on 
them. 
The disadvantages outlined above have been over 

come by the present invention. Thus, the present inven 
tion relates to a device to be used for applying materials 
to the area of the eye which comprises applying means, 
and a mirror supported by the device in spaced relation 
from the applying means and in generally facing rela 
tion thereto. When applying materials to the eye or the 
area surrounding the eye, the user merely focuses on 
his own eye as re?ected in the mirror. This obviates all 
desire for blinking or closing the eye so that the mate 
rial can be applied as desired. 
The invention can best be described by referring to 

the drawing and following speci?cation where a num 
ber of embodiments thereof are illustrated. However, 
it should be understood that these embodiments are 
merely exemplary and the invention should not be lim 
ited thereby. 

In the drawings, FIG. I is a perspective view of an eye 
dropper constructed in accordance with one form of 
the invention. 
FIG. 2 is a side elevation view of the eye dropper il 

lustrated in FIG. 1 with portions thereof broken away 
to show its construction. 
FIG. 3 is a plan view of the eye dropper illustrated in 

FIG. 1. 
FIG. 4 is a schematic drawing of the eye dropper il 

lustrated in FIG. I as used. 
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FIG. 5 is a perspective view-of another embodiment ' 
of the invention. 

FIG. 6 is a perspective view ofa further embodiment 
of the invention. 
FIG. 7 is a perspective view of still another embodi 

ment of the invention. 
FIG. 8 is a plan view ofa portion of the device shown 

in FIG. 7. 
Now referring to the drawing for a detailed descrip 

tion of the invention, an applying device 10 is illus 
trated in FIG. I. In this embodiment of the invention, 
the applying device may be an eye dropper or other 
container which comprises a resilient peripheral wall 
12. The outer surface of the wall 12 functions as a grip 
ping surface. The container is closed at its lower end 
and has an outlet 14 at its upper end which is capable 
of dispensing material in drop form. The outlet 14 may 
be closed by a suitable cap 16 when the container is not 
being used. 
As best seen in FIGS. 1 and 2, a ledge 18 or other 

suitable supporting surface may be formed in the side 
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wall of the container. The ledge supports a mirror 20 
which has its re?ective surface turned in generally fac 
ing relation to the outlet 14. Preferably, the ledge is in 
spaced relation from the outlet 14 and the mirror is 
concave so that focusing is achieved when the eye is 
close to the outlet 14. This assures that drops which are 
dispensed from the container will .fall directly into the 
eye. 

In FIG. 5, a device for applying a cosmetic to the area 
of the eye 24 is illustrated. It comprises a handle 26 
having a surface 28 which de?nes a support for a mir 
ror 30. An elongated member 32 is supported at one 
end by surface 28 adjacent the periphery of mirror 30. 
At its free end, it supports a suitable cosmetic applying 
device 34. In the embodiment shown, the applying de 
vice is a brush. A step 38 is formed in the periphery of 
the handle 26 so that the handle may be received in a 
hollow cosmetic container 40. Thus, when assembled, 
the elongated member 32 and the cosmetic applying 
device 34 are in the container and protectedfrom dam 
age. 
The mirror 30 may be planar. However, it is pre 

ferred that it be concave and have a focus such that the 
eye will be in focus when the brush is touching the eye. 

In the embodiment of the invention illustrated in 
FIG. 6, the applying device 44 is virtually identical to 
the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 5. However, this 
embodiment is particularly usable for‘ applying and re~ 
moving contact lenses since it has a suction cup 46 at 
the end of elongated member 48. 

In this regard, the mirror 50 is preferably concave 
and the container 52 has suitable: means therein for 
supporting the contact lenses when not in use. 
As is well known, suf?cient adherence of a contact 

lens to cup 46 will be achieved by merely moistening 
the cup. ‘ ' 

The applying device 56 shown in FIG. 7 is similar to 
that shown in FIG. 6. However, in this embodiment, the 
suction cup 58 is surrounded by an annulus 60 having 
a plurality of apertures 62 therein (FIG. 8). In this em 
bodiment, a reservoir is formed on the interior of han 
dle 64 and its walls are made of a resilient material. The 
elongated member 66 which is hollow forms a conduit 
connecting the reservoir within handle 64 to the annu 
lus 60. Container 68 may be used to store contact 
lenses in a manner similar to that described in connec 
tion with the embodiment of FIG. 6,. Thus, with the de 
vice shown in FIG. 7, medication can be dropped into 
the eye after the contact lens has been removed. Then, 
the lens can be replaced thereafter. It can be done in 
a simple operation with the mirror 70 obviating the ten 
dency of the eye to blink. As explained above, the mir 
ror 70 may be planar. However, it .is preferred that it 
be concave with its focus located a suf?cient distance 
away from its surface to permit proper positioning of 
the suction cup 58 and annulus 56. 
While the invention has been described with refer 

ence to a number of embodiments thereof, it is appar 
ent that many other forms and embodiments be obvi 
ous to those skilled in the art in view of the foregoing 
description. Thus, the scope of the invention should not 
be limited by that description but rather, only by the 
scope of the claims appended hereto. ' 

I claim: 
I. A device to be used for applying materials to the _ 

area of the eye comprising an elongated member, grip 
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ping means including a container, a mirror, said mirror 
being supported by said gripping means in spaced rela 
tion from said member, said elongated member being 
supported at one end by said gripping means and hav‘ 
ing an applying tool at its other end, said applying tool 
being a suction cup surrounded by a hollow annulus, 
said annulus having a plurality of apertures therein to 
permit a liquid to be dispensed therefrom, and conduit 
means providing communication between said con 
tainer and said annulus. 

2. A device in accordance with claim 1 wherein said 
mirror is generally concave. 

3. A device in accordance with claim 1 wherein said 
gripping means comprises the walls of said container, 
a ledge formed at at least one wall of said container for 
supporting said mirror, and said elongated member 
being offset with respect to the longitudinal axis of said 
container and projecting from said wall of said con 
tainer alongside said mirror. 
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4. A device to be used for applying materials to the 

area surrounding the eye comprising gripping means, 
said gripping means de?ning a surface, a mirror sup 
ported on said surface. an elongated member sup 
ported by said gripping means at the periphery of said 
mirror, an applying tool supported at the free end of 
said elongated member, said gripping means being a re 
silient hollow member, said applying tool being a suc 
tion cup surrounded by a hollow annulus, said annulus 
having a plurality of apertures therethrough, said elon 
gated member being a conduit between said resilient 
hollow member and said annulus to permit a liquid to 
be dispensed therefrom. , _ 

5. A device in accordance with claim 4 wherein said 
elongated member is connected to said resilient hollow 
member adjacent the periphery thereof and alongside 
said mirror, said mirror being concave. 
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