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HOCKEY TYPE BLADE 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
The present invention relates to a hockey type blade 

and in particular to a blade generally forming a hori 
zontal U-shaped enclosure for playing with a 'ball. 

2. Description of the Prior Art 

The usual type of hockey blade is flat or slightly 
curved to push or shoot a puck, that is, a sliding article 
which is not contemplated for rolling. ' ' ' ' ’ 

Two other varieties of hockey sticks are found in Ca 
nadian Pat.: Nos. 909,8l4 issued to A. Saytar on Sept. 
12 1972 and 82,528 issued to 1. Minor, on Aug. 18 
I903. These two patents disclose a blade "having a small 
curved recess in'a substantially flat bladefThe two US. 
Pat. Nos. 2,935,323 and 2,826,417 issued respectively 
to R. T. Cumming on May 3 1960 and to M. A. Mar 
coccio on Mar. II, 1958 disclose stick games to be 
played with a ball. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION‘ 
The present invention is directed to a hockey type 

blade adapted to be connected to a hockey stick handle 
for playing with a ball according to rules related to or 
dinary hockey games. ' ’ 

The new blade is a ?at elongated piece of material 
positioned on its long edge and bent along a vertie‘al 
axis, in a horizontal U-shape. ‘ 
The blade has two facing portions spaced at a dis 

tanceslightly greater than the diameter of the ball to be 
played with. 
The forward facing portion of the blade is provided 

with a cut-out part along its lower edge so as to let the 
ball escape through that forward portion when the 
blade is tilted rearwardly. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a hockey type blade 

according to the invention. 
FIG. 2 is a top view of the embodiment shown in FIG. 

1. 
FIGS. 3, 3a, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9.and 12 are front elevation 

views of various embodiments of the invention. 
FIGS. 6, l0 and 11 are top views of other embodi 

ments of blades according to the invention. 

DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 
FIGS. 1 and 2 illustrate a basic embodiment of the 

hockey type blade 10 according to the invention. This 
blade is integrally molded with the stump 12 of a stick 
adapted to receive a hockey handle. The blade IQ is 
made of a ?at piece of stiff material, such as wood, 
plastic or the like which is bent at an angle of 180° 
about a vertical axis so that both end portions and 
16 face each other to make a horizontal U-shape and 
adapted to stand on its side edges. The rear end portion‘ 
14 of the blade 10 and the front end portion 11Sv are con 
nected to each other by a semi-circular portion 18‘, 
whose radius is slightly larger than the radius of the ball 
20 (see FIG. 2) used for the game. 
The forward portion 16 is provided with a cut-out 

part 22 along the lower edge thereof. The cut-out part 
22 has a height approximately equalto and preferably 
slightly smaller than the radius of‘ the ball 20"a‘ndv a 
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width substantially greater than the diameter of the 
same ball. 
The height of the blade ‘10 is approximately equal to 

and preferably greater than the diameter of the ball 20. 
The stump 12 ‘is provided with a prismatic cavity 11 

for receiving a common hockey handle therein. It is ob 
vious that the new type of blade could be formed inte 
grally with the complete handle. 
The game played with this new type of blade is sub‘ 

stantially similar to‘ the ordinary hockey game, but 
some rules 'may be modi?ed to suit the speed of the 
game and the fact that a rolling and slightly bouncing 
ball is used instead of a hard sliding puck. 
The two essential purposes of the new blade are to 

control and shoot the ball. The control is suf?ciently 
assured by the three walls l4, l6 and 18 particularly if 
the‘ ball is pulled mainly by the wall 18 in the general 
direction of the stump 12. As for the shooting of the 
ball 20, it is made possible or at least facilitated by the 
cut-out part 22. It will be suf?cient for the player to tilt 
the blade 10 backward so as to raise the upper edge of 
the cut-out part 22 to a height exceeding the diameter 
of the ball 20. The ball can then be shot by forward sur 

' face of the rearward wall 14. The width of the cut-out 
part 22 is greater than the diameter of the ball so that 
the player may project the ball not only perpendicu 
lar‘ly to the wall 14 but through an angle A (FIG. 2) 
away from that perpendicular. This angle is usually 
small and not speci?cally de?ned considering that the 
upper edge of the cut-out part 22 is arch-shaped and 
therefore not at a constant height. The shape of the cut 
out part may vary as it will be explained thereafter. 

FIG. 3 is a front plan view of the basic embodiment 
of the invention’illustrated in FIG. 1 but without the 
cut-out part 22 in the front end portionor wall 16. The 
front wall 15 shown in FIG. 3 is substantially rectangu 
lar with no part removed. It is a type particularly appre 
ciated for cleanly stopping the ball. However, for 
shooting the ball, it has a drawback considering that, 
for shooting the ball forwardly, theblade must be tilted 
back considerably more than with the types having a 
front cut-out part. The disadvantage of this blade also 
exists when the ball must be stopped and picked up in 
side the hooked blade. The ‘player has the general ten 
dency to raise instead of tilting the hockey and som 
times misses the ball. 
FIG. 3a illustrates a type of blade with a rear wall 24 

substantially higher than the front wall 26. This type of 
blade is particularly appreciated for blocking the ball 
because it offers more stopping surface. If the rules of 
the game foresee a goal tender, the blade such as shown 
in FIG. 3a or even a larger one is preferred. 

' In some cases, and in particular, when the players use 
a ball on has a substantial resiliency, a cover 28, a 
screeen 30 or a net 3.2 is preferably used over the upper 
edge of the blade. A‘s'illustrated in FIG. 4, the cover or 
dome 28 has an opening 29 therethrough, so as to en 
able the player to see the ball which is located inside 
the blade. An opening such as 29 offers a too restricted 
view and for this reason, the cover 28 is preferably 
made of transparent material. The sight is also not ob 
struced when a rigid screening, 30 (FIG. 5) or a ?exible 
net is used to cover the enclosure of the blade.” 
The control of the ball is increased if the enclosure 

of the blade surrounds the ball completely, or at 
least leaves no exit sufficiently wide to let the ball 
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escape by the side. In FIG. 7, the forward edgeof 
the front wall 36 extends backwardly in a curve 38, 
to meet the rear wall of the blade. The blad3 shown 
in FIG. 8 is substantially similar to the one of FIG. 7, 
except that it is provided with a vertical slot 40 
through its front wall. 
Some player may find it difficult to shoot the ball 

when the latter is located inside the curve 18 as shown 
in FIG. 2. For this reason, the cut-out part 41 may be 
extended completely toward the bottom of the curve 
42 (FIG. 9). ‘ 
As for the contour of the enclosure, a large variety 

may be contemplated. Two additional examples are il 
lustrated in FIGS. 10 and 11. 
Additional control of the ball may be needed for 

stopping, shooting or dislodging the ball from tight 
spots. It has been found that a plate 43, as shown in 
FIG. 12, rigidly secured to the rear wall 44 of the blade 
and in the same plane thereof, increases the variety of 
the play of the game. The plate 43 is substantially 
square, with a height generally equal to the height of 
the blade 44. 
Although this blade may be made of bent wood, 

molded plastic is usually preferred. The blade, accord 
ing to the invention, has been described with a partly 
hollow stump but it is within the embodiment of this in 
vention to mold it integrally with a complete handle 
similar to a hockey stick. 
What I claim is: 
1. A hockey type blade adapted to be played with a 

ball, the said blade being characterized by a strip of stiff 
material forming a horizontally disposed U-shaped en 
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4 
closure, the said enclosure having a front and a rear 
vertical ?at portions facing each other at a distance 
slightly greater than the diameter of the ball to be 
played with and integrally connected to each other by 
a substantially cylindrical portion having a radius sub 
stantially corresponding to the radius of the ball, the 
said front portion of the blade being provided with a 
cut-out part located at about the median line of the 
length of the said front portion and mortising through 
the lower edge of the said front portion, the said cut 
out part having a height smaller than the diameter of 
the said ball, whereby the said cut-out part facilitates 
the forward projection of the ball when the blade is 
tipped backwardly. , 

2. A blade as recited in claim 1, wherein the said cut 
out part is generally arch-shaped, widening down 
wardly to a width greater than the diameter of the said 
ball so as to permit the ball to be projected forwardly 
at different angles. 

3. A blade as recited in claim 1, wherein the height 
of the cut-out part corresponds approximately to the 
radius of the ball. 

4. In combination, a hockey stick handle and a 
hockey type blade as recited in claim 1, the said handle 
and blade being rigidly secured to each other, wherein 
the said rear portion of the blade is located in approxi 
mately the same plane as the handle. 

5. A blade as recited in claim 1, the said blade being 
made of plastic and integrally molded with a partly hol 
lowed stump handle upwardly inclined from the said 
rear portion of the blade. 

* * * * * 


