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[5 7] ABSTRACT 
Support means for use in_ controlling unwanted move 
ment of supported objects on a supporting surface. 
The support means is constructed of a pad detailed to 
provide an area on which objects can be supported, 
with collapsible restraining means being provided on a 
number of lateral edges of the pad. The restraining 
means are movable between a collapsed position sub 
stantially coplanar with the surface of the pad and a 
raised position projecting above the pad. Retaining 
means is operatively associated with the restraining 
means for releasably holding the restraining means in 
the raised position whereby objects supported on the 
pad cannot roll off the pad in the direction of the re 
straining means. 

4 Claims, 4 Drawing Figures 
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SUPPORT MEANS 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
This invention relates to a support for use in support 

ing objects on a supporting surface and is more particu 
larly concerned with a safety pad which can be used to 
prevent a baby from rolling off a supporting surface 
while feeding or bathing the baby. 

In the care of babies, it is often necessary to place the 
baby on a counter or table surface for bathing or other 
body care needs. In the past, when babies were placed 
on a table or counter top, it was necessary for the indi 
vidual caring for the baby to remain close by or even 
maintain one hand on the baby to prevent the baby 
from rolling off the supporting surface. Often when the 
baby was left unattended, the baby would roll off and 
become seriously injured. 

Further, when it is desirable to move the baby from 
one location on a counter or table top to another loca 
tion such as a supporting crib, the baby must be care 
fully supported to prevent injury to the baby’s back or 
neck and if the baby is not carefully handled during 
transfer from one location to another, the baby can suf 
fer‘permanent injury. - 
Another area in which it is desirable to control un 

. wanted movement of objects is in any type of unsteady 
platforms such as boats, wherein a number of objects 

rare often positioned on the platform or surface of a 
boat and due to the movement of these surfaces, the 
objects will often roll off the supporting surface into the 
water and become permanently lost. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The above disadvantages have been overcome by the 
present invention which basically includes a pad con 
structed of a number of layers of material with stiffener 
elements positioned between the layers of material ad‘ 
jacent opposite lateral side edges of the material, with 
the stiffeners being fixed in position so that they are an 
gularly adjustable relative to each other and angularly 
adjustable relative to the surface of the pad. Releasable 
retaining means is operatively associated with the pad 
and stiffeners whereby the stiffeners can be moved to 
an angularly adjusted position and held by the releas 
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able retaining means to provide restraining means on . 
opposite lateral side edges of the supporting pad to pre 
vent a baby or other supported objects from rolling off 
the pad. 
One important feature of the present invention is the 

provision of a supporting pad which is simple in con 
struction and use, economical to manufacture and reli 
able in operation. 
Another important feature of the present invention is 

the provision of indentations on the stiffener elements 
which will aid in supporting a bottle while feeding a 
baby. 
A further important feature of the present invention 

is that the pad is provided with selectively operable re 
straining means on the edges of the pad between the 
stiffener elements for preventing unwanted movement 
of a baby or other object off the end of the supporting 
pad. 
Another important feature of the present invention is 

that the pad is provided with handle grasping means 
which will permit a supported object, such as a baby, 
to be transferred between a number of locations. 
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2 
A still further feature of the present invention is the 

construction of the pad of synthetic material which will 
provide a protective cover over a surface in which a 
baby or other objects are being supported. 

It is therefore a primary object of the present inven 
tion to provide a safety pad for use in controlling un 
wanted movement of supported objects. 

Still other objects and advantages of the details of 
construction will become apparent after reading the 
following description of the illustrative embodiments 
with reference to the attached drawings wherein like 
references have been used to refer to like parts 
throughout the several ?gures, and wherein: 

BRIEF DESCRIPT ION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a support pad embody 
ing principles of the present invention, showing certain 
of the restraining means moved to two different ad 
justed restraining positions: 

FIG. 2 is a top plan view of the pad shown in FIG. 1 
with all of the restraining means in a collapsed position; 

FIG. 3 is a vertical sectional view taken transversely 
across the supporting pad, showing one of the restrain 
ing means in a raised position and one of the restraining 
means in a collapsed position; and 
FIG. 4 is a vertical sectional view similar to FIG. 3 

showing a modi?ed pad construction. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE ILLUSTRATIVE 
EMBODIMENTS 

Referring now to the drawings, the support pad em 
bodying the principles of the present invention is shown 
in FIG. 1 and generally represented by the reference 
numeral 10. The support pad 10 is constructed to in 
clude a supporting area or surface: 11 having a pair of 
restraining means 13, 14 provided along opposite lat 
eral side edges. The pad is fabricated from two layers 
of suitable synthetic materials, with each of the re 
straining means l3, 14 including a pair of stiffener ele 
ments l5, 16. The stiffener elements 15, 16 are posi 
tioned between the two layers of fabric material, with 
the edges of the fabric material around the stiffener ele 
ments, the area between the two adjacent‘ stiffener ele 
ments and the edges of the layers of material adjacent 
the supporting surface 11 being bonded together to 
maintain the stiffener elements 15, 16 in fixed relation 
ship relative to each other and relative to the support 
ing surface. With the stiffener elements 15, 16 secured 
between the two layers of fabric material as indicated 
above, the stiffener elements are pivotally adjustable 
relative to each other and are pivotally adjustable rela~ 
tive to the supporting surface 11. Both of the restrain 
ing elements l3, 14 are movable from a collapsed posi 
tion, as shown in FIG. 2, to a raised restraining position 
as shown in FIGS. 1 and 3. The two stiffener elements 
l5, 16 are maintained in a raised restraining position by 
a number of the releasable retaining straps 17. The re 
taining straps 17 are constructed of lengths of material 
which are placed beneath opposite ends of the support 
ing surface 11, with the straps including extending por 
tions having a conventional snap-on connector element 
18. 
As shown in FIG. 3, straps 17 are provided with a 

stiffener element 19 adjacent the restraining means 13, 
14. The stiffener elements 19 are detailed in dimension 
to prevent displacement of the stiffener elements 15, 
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16 inwardly beyond the angular supported position, as 
shown in FIGS. 1 and 3. The snap-on fasteners 18 are 
adapted to be releasably connected with complemen 
tary snap-on fasteners 20 provided adjacent the corners 
of the restraining means 13, 14. 
The strap elements 17 can be constructed of suitable 

elastic material which will permit limited displacement 
outwardly of restraining means 13, 14 when a baby 
rolls in contact therewith. 
As ‘shown in FIGS. 1 and 3, each of these stiffener el 

ements 15, 16 are provided with a pair of spaced inden 
tations 15a, 15b, 16a 16b, respectively. The indenta 
tions 15a, 16a, are aligned and the indentations 15b, 
16b are aligned with each other respectively. The lay~ 
ers of material are provided with openings 21, 22 adja 
cent the aligned indentations. In a raised upstanding 
position as shown in FIG. 1, the openings 21, 22 will 
provide a number of shaped indentations 23 which will 
receive and aid in supporting a bottle while a baby is 
being fed. 
As shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, each of the stiffener ele 

ments 15 is provided with an elongated slot 15c ar 
ranged parallel to a side edge of the stiffener and lo 
cated substantially midway between the ends of the 
stiffener. The layers of fabric material are also provided 
with anopening 2S aligned with slot 15c to de?ne han 
dle grasping means which will permit the support pad 
to be grasped for movement from one supporting area 
to a second supporting area. 
The support pad shown in FIGS. 1 and 2 are provided 

with additional restraining means 31, 32 extending 
from the edges of the pad support surface 11 between 
the restraining means 13, 14. The additional restraining 
means 31, 32 are integrally formed with the supporting 
surface 11 and are freely movable from a collapsed po 
sition as shown in FIG. 2 to an upstanding connected 
restraining position, as shown in FIG. 1. Each of the ad 
ditional restraining members 13, 32 are provided with 
a number of projecting tabs 33, each projecting tab 
being provided with a snap-on connector 34. When the 
additional restraining means 31, 32 are moved to an 
upstanding restraining position, the snap-on connectors 
34 are adapted to be connected with complementary 
snap-on connectors 35. 
As shown in FIG. 4, a modi?ed restraining means 41, 

42 are provided on opposite lateral side edges of the 
supporting surface 11. The modi?ed restraining means 
are constructed of thin stiffener elements 41a, 42a 
which are adapted to be bowed upwardly, as shown in 
FIG. 4, and are held in an upstanding position by means 
of the releasable retaining straps 17. Each of the stiff 
ener elements 410, 42a is constructed of an integrally 
formed piece of stiffener material which can be readily 
bowed upwardly to the restraining position. The stiff 
ener elements 41a, 42a are bonded between the layers 
of material and can be provided with suitable indenta 
tions or slots (not shown) for de?ning bottle supporting 
means and handle grasping means, respectively. 
The underside of the pad can be provided with suit 

able skid resistant material for maintaining the pad in 
position on a smooth or slick surface. 

In operation, the supporting pad described above can 
be used in a number of arrangements and for use in 
supporting a number of different objects. The pad can 
be used on a counter backed by a wall with only one 
side of the restraining means adjusted to a raised re 
straining position. The pad can be used in supporting 
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4 
a baby in position on a seat or couch with only one side 
of the restraining means raised and with the seat or 
couch back controlling movement in an opposite direc 
tion. When a baby is being supported on a table top, an 
adult bed or in a doctor’s examining room on a medical 
stand, both of the restraining means 13, 14 should be 
adjusted to a raised restraining position. 
The additional restraining means 31, 32 can be ad 

justed to a raised restraining position to discourage a 
baby from crawling or pushing in an unwanted direc 
tion. 

Since the safety pad is constructed of suitable syn 
thetic material, the pad can be used for sanitary pur 
poses or for supporting a baby in a number of locations. 

When utilizing the supporting pad described above as 
a transport device, an individual can grasp slots de?n 
ing the handle means 25 and the pad will provide a 
comfortable hammock to aid in transporting a baby. 

Further, a number of pads can be used in combina 
tion to prevent a wet, soapy baby from sliding off a 
counter or table top during a bathing operation. The 
pad will have further utility in positioning and control 
ling movement of a baby in an adult bathtub. 
When the restraining means 13, 14 are adjusted to a 

raised restraining position, the support pad with the 
shaped indentation 23 can be utilized to aid in support 
ing bottle for pre-nap feeding. 
The pad will also be useful in providing a moisture 

safe barrier for supporting a baby on sand or grass dur 
ing a family outing. 
As indicated above, the pad can also be used in sup 

porting a number of tools or other objects on an un 
steady surface such as a boat. 
As shown in dotted lines in FIG. 1, an alternate ar 

rangement of the support means is provided wherein 
the restraining means 13, 14, 31 and 32 can be moved 
to a fully extended position 113, 114, 131 and 132, re 
spectively, and adjusted substantially perpendicular to 
support surface 11 to form a bag for use in carrying ob 
jects, such as wet beach towels or for carrying a baby. 
The restraining means 113, 114, 131 and 132 are main 
tained in an adjusted bag forming position by engage 
ment of female connectors 134 on tabs 133 with com 
plementary male snap-on fasteners (not shown) se 
cured to an underside of stiffener elements 15, 16 op 
posite fasteners 20, 35, respectively. 

It now becomes apparent that the above-described 
illustrative embodiments of a support pad are capable 
of obtaining the above stated objects and advantages. 
It is obvious that those skilled in the art may make mod 
i?cation in the details of construction without depart 
ing from the spirit of the invention which is to be lim 
ited only by the scope of the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A support for use in controlling movement of sup 

ported objects comprising, in combination: 
a, a surface constructed to provide an area on which 
objects can be supported; 

b. restraining means provided on at least one lateral 
edge of said surface for movement between a col 
lapsed position substantially coplanar with said sur 
face to a raised position projecting above and at an 
oblique angle with said surface and comprising a 
?rst stiffened ?ap connected to and along said one 
lateral edge so as to hinge upwardly with respect 
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thereto and a second stiffened ?ap hingedly con 
nected to and along said ?rst ?ap; and 

. holding means detachably joining said surface and 
said restraining means second ?ap for releasably 
holding said ?rst flap in said raised position above 
and at an oblique angle with surface, said holding 
means underlying said ?rst and second flaps to hold 
a free edge of said second ?ap to said surface so as 
to be operable for releasably holding said ?rst and 
second flaps in an angularly adjusted position rela 
tive to each other and relative to said surface 
whereby said restraining means will prevent un 
wanted movement of supported objects off of said 
surface in the direction of said lateral edge. 

2. A support for use in controlling movement of sup 
ported objects comprising, in combination: 

a. a surface constructed to provide an area on which 
objects can be supported; 

b. collapsible ?rst restraining means on two opposite 
lateral side edges of said surface for movement be 
tween collapsed positions substantially coplanar 
with said surface to raised positions projecting 
above and at an oblique angle with said surface, 
and with the collapsible ?rst restraining means of 
each surface edge comprising at least one stiffening 
flap connected to and along one of said opposite 
lateral side edges of said surface so as to hinge up 
wardly with respect thereto; 

c. ?rst holding means detachably joining said surface 
and said ?rst restraining means for releasably hold 
ing said ?aps in said raised positions projecting 
above and at an oblique angle with said surface 
whereby said ?rst restraining means will prevent 
unwanted movement of supported objects off of 
said surface in the direction of said two opposite 
lateral side edges; 

d. second restraining means provided on a lateral 
edge of said surface between said two opposite lat 
eral side edges, said second restraining means 
being movable between a collapsed position sub 
stantially coplanar with said surface and a raised 
position projecting above said surface; and 

e. second holding means detachably connecting said 
second restraining means to said ?rst restraining 
means and overlying portions of said ?rst restrain 
ing means for holding said second restraining 
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6 
means in said raised position. 

3. A support as de?ned in claim 2 further comprising: 

f. third restraining means provided on a second lat‘ 
eral edge of said surface between said two opposite 
lateral side edges; and 

g. third holding means detachably connecting said 
third restraining means to said ?rst restraining 
means and overlying portion of said ?rst restraining 
means for holding said third restraining means in a 
raised position. 

4. A support for use in controlling movement of sup 
ported objects comprising, in combination: 

a. a surface constructed to provide an area on which 
objects can be supported; 

b. two collapsible opposed restraining means sup 
ported on opposite lateral edges of said surface for 
movement between a collapsed position substan‘ 
tially coplanar with said surface and a raised posi 
tion projecting above and at an oblique angle with 
said surface and with each of restraining means 
comprising at least one stiffened flap connected to 
and along one of said opposite lateral edges so as 
to hinge upwardly with respect thereto and handle 
grasping means which will permit said surface to be 
moved from one location to a second location; 

c. means detachably joining said surface and said op 
posed restraining means for releasably holding said 
?aps in said raised position projecting above and at 
an oblique angle with said surface whereby said re 
straining means will prevent unwanted movement 
of supported objects off of said surface in the direc 
tion of one of said opposite lateral edges; 

d. additional restraining means on opposite lateral 
edges of said surface between said two opposed re 
straining means, said opposed restraining means 
and said additional restraining means adapted to be 
adjusted to a fully extended position substantially 
perpendicular to said surface, and wherein said op 
posed restraining means and said additional re 
straining means includes releasable connecting 
means operatively connectable with each other for 
maintaining said opposed and! additional restrain 
ing means in said fully extended position. 

* * * * * 


