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CARTER ACCESSORY ‘ FOR BEVERAGES 

BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY’ OF THE 
INVENTION 

This invention relates to a portable carrier for selec 
tive attachment to a golf cart, and more particularly to 
such a carrier including an insulated container for bev 
erages and for carrying gol?ng articles. 
For golfers who desire to carry chilled canned or bot 

tled beverages on a gol?ng round, there is a problem in 
transporting the beverages and maintaining them in a 
suitable chilled condition for maximum enjoyment. 
While means may be devised for packing such beverage 
containers in a manner to keep them cool and possibly 
for tying them or otherwise securing them to a golf cart, 
there remains the problem of ready accessibility to 
such beverages without the necessity for unwrapping 
an insulation material for example and for rewrapping 
the material to maintain the temperature of the remain 
ing beverage containers. Another problem with make 
shift devices for this purpose is that the golfer may wish 
to consume only a portion of a 12 ounce container for 
example, and replace the partially consumed beverage 
container in the package to maintain its chilled condi 
tion. A further difficulty with such makeshift arrange 
ments is the inconvenience of securing the beverage 
package to the golf cart and removing it therefrom, 
particularly in situations where the golfer leaves his 
clubs and cart at the golf course, for example. 
A principal object of this invention is to provide a 

carrier accessory which is readily portable so that it 
may be precooled and loaded with chilled beverages, at 
the golfer’s home for example and readily secured to 
the golfer’s cart or other support at a different location. 

Another object of this invention is to provide such a 
carrier accessory which may be readily adjusted on the 
gol?ng cart to place it in the most convenient position 
for use during the gol?ng round and in another position 
to facilitate the collapse or folding of the cart during 
storage. 
A further object of this invention is to provide a car 

rier accessory for beverage containers, which also in 
cludes means for carrying in conveniently accessible 
position gol?ng articles such as balls, tees and towels. 

Still another object of this invention is to provide a 
portable insulated carrier for carrying stacked bever 
age containers, including means for readily removing 
the beverage containers from the carrier. 
A still further object of this invention is to provide a 

carrier of the type described which may be economi 
cally manufactured, which is suf?ciently rugged in con 
struction for the intended use, and which presents a 
pleasing appearance. 
For accomplishing these objects a carrier assembly, 

particularly adapted for a golf cart, comprises a tubular 
container of heat insulating material having at least one 
open end closed by a removable end cap, and including 
means for securing the end cap removably in position 
to close and seal the open end of the container. A con 
tainer bracket includes a base configured to engage and 
be secured to an outer wall of the container, and a pro 
jecting longitudinal rib. Means are provided for secur 
ing the container bracket to the container. A support 
bracket includes confronting clamping portions, each 
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defining an elongated groove for enclosing a portion of 
a tubular support member. The confronting bracket 
portions have at least one pair of aligned holes on one 
side of the elongated grooves; and bolt means are pro 
vided extended through these holes for clamping the 
confronting portions to the tubular member. The sup 
port bracket de?nes an elongated slot disposed in a ra 
dial plane of the tubular member to receive the distal 
edge of the container bracket rib; and the rib has at 
least one mounting slot opening adjacent to the distal 
edge con?gured to accommodate one bolt means of the 
support bracket, whereby the container bracket is se 
cured to the support bracket. 
More particularly the support bracket includes bolt 

and wing nut means for securing the container bracket 
whereby the container and container bracket de?ne a 
subassembly which is readily disengaged from the sup 
port bracket. The container bracket rib may include a 

' handle slot for easy portability of this assembly. 
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The novel features and the advantages of the inven 
tion, as well as additional objects thereof, will be under 
stood more fully from the following description when 
read in connection with the accompanying drawings. 

DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a side elevation view of the overall carrier 
assembly shown mounted on the handle of a golf cart, 
which is shown in phantom lines; 
FIG. 2 is an exploded perspective view of the several 

components of the carrier assembly; 
FIG. 3 is a transverse sectional view of the assembly, 

taken in the plane 3—3 of FIG. 1 looking toward the 
bottom of the assembly as mounted on a golf cart; 
FIG. 4 is a transverse section view of one end cap for 

the container; and 
FIG. 5 is an exploded perspective view of a beverage 

container, such as a can and a plastic cap for the bever 
age container, which might be carried in the carrier 
container. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

Referring to the drawings, a preferred form of carrier 
accessory according to the invention has several com 
ponents including a container 10 for receiving and car 
rying a plurality of beverage containers 60 such as cans 
for beer or carbonated beverages, a container bracket 
20 secured to the container 10, a support bracket 30 
con?gured to be semipermanently attached to a tubu 
lar member, such as the handle of a golf cart, and to 
which the container bracket'is removably attached, and 
a ball holder 40 attached to the support bracket 30 de 
?ning a convenient container for golf balls for example. 
While the described carrier accessory includes features 
which are particularly adapted for and useful for golf 
ers when the accessory is attached to the handle of a 
golf cart, for example, it will be appreciated that this 
accessory is not limited to that use and may be come 
niently attached to other supporting structures. 

Referring now to the structure of the carrier in more 
detail, the container 10 for storing the beverage cans or 
other containers 60 includes a hollow tubular housing 
made up of an outer skin or wall 11 fabricated of a plas 
tic sheet material such as polyvinylchloride, and an 
inner wall 12 of insulating material such as expanded 
styrofoam. The inner wall surface is sufficiently rugged 
to resist deterioration due to the sliding movement of 
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the cans 60 or other beverage containers which might 
be stored in the container 10. ‘ 
Lock rings 13 fabricated of a suitable plastic material 

may be suitably secured to the outer wall lll at the ends 
of the container by means of rivets for example; and 
these lock rings include angled ribs 14 de?ning threads 
for securing an end cap 16. 
As best seen in FIG. 4, the end caps 16 are cupped 

shaped members fabricated of molded polyethylene for 
example, and having internal angled ribs 17 de?ning 
threads for coacting engagement with the thread ribs 
14. A layer of insulation material 18 such as expanded 
styrofoam is secured to the end wall of the end cap to 
complete the insulation of the container 10. It will be 
seen then that the end caps are readily removable for 
inserting and removing beverage containers from the 
container 10. 
The container bracket 20 de?nes a handle member 

for conveniently carrying the container 10 when de 
. tached from a supporting structure, and also de?nes 
the means for attaching the container to a supporting 
structure as will be described. The container bracket 
may comprise an integral extruded aluminum member 
having a base pad 21, de?ning a cylindrical surface for 
mating engagement with the cylindrical outer wall of 
the container 10, and including a transverse rib 22 pro 
jecting from the base in a radial plane relative to the cy 
lindrical surface. The rib includes a pair of slots 23 
opening to, or adjacent to the distal edge 22a of the rib, 
a portion at least of the slots extending generally paral 
lel to the distal edge for accommodating bolt means of 
the support bracket to be described. 
The container bracket is preferably secured to the 

container wall 11 both by an adhesive means 24 and by 
a pair of straps 25. As best seen in FIG. 3 a double 
faced pressure sensitive adhesive pad 24 may be se 
cured to the cylindrical wall of the container bracket 
base 21, and this will in turn adhere to the container 
wall 11 when the bracket is placed in engagement 
therewith. To further retain the container bracket with 
the container,'the bracket rib is provided with slots 26 
to accommodate straps 25 which encircle the container 
10 overlying the ends of the container bracket base 21. 
These straps may be secured by means of conventional 
lock type buckles for example, to tightly engage the 
bracket. 
As best seen in FIG. 2 the container bracket rib is 

provided with an elongated hand slot 27 so that the rib 
de?nes a convenient handle for carrying the container 
10 in detached or portable condition. The periphery of 
the hand slot may be lined with a suitable liner, if de 
sired, for convenience. In assembled relation with a 
golf cart, as seen in FIG. 1, this hand slot 27 may conve 
niently serve as a towel slot retaining the towel for the 
convenience of the golfer. Additionally, the container 
bracket rib is provided with a plurality of holes which 
may be lined with resilient grommets 28 dimensioned 
to retain golf tees, again for the convenience of the 
golfer. 
The support bracket 30 consists of a pair of clamping 

portions or members 31, which are mounted in con 
fronting relation to be clamped around a tubular mem 
ber 71 such as the handle of the golf cart 70. As best 
seen in FIG. 2 the clamping members 31 are elongated 
plates, each having an intermediate semi-cylindrical 
portion de?ning an elongated groove and de?ning pla 
nar ?anges 31a and 31b on opposite sides of the cylin 
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4 
drical portions. The lower ?anges 31a are provided 
with two pairs of transversely aligned holes for accom 
modating bolt means such as machine screw and wing 
nut assemblies 33', and the upper bracket ?anges 31b 
are also provided with two pairs of transversely aligned 
holes for accommodating bolt means such as machine 
screw and nut assemblies 32 as seen in FIG. 3. 
The cylindrical grooves of the clamp members 31 

may be dimensioned to particularly accommodate a tu 
bular member having an outside diameter of 7/8 inch 
for example which might be a more or less standard di 
mension for golf cart handles. Also shown in FIG. 2 are 
shims 35 which may be fabricated of a suitable plastic 
material and provided with a pressure sensitive adhe 
sive on the outer surfaces for example. These shims 
might be cemented to the bracket to adapt the bracket 
to readily accommodate a tubular support member 71 
of slightly smaller outside diameter as 3/4 inch, for ex 
ample. 
As best seen in FIG. 2 the slots 23 of the container 

- bracket rib are disposed to mate with the screws of the 
wing nut assemblies 33, so that the rib 22 is readily in 
serted in the slot de?ned between the support bracket 
?anges 31a whereby the container bracket is rigidly se 
cured to the support bracket through tightening of the 
wing nuts 33. 
As an added feature of the carrier assembly, a ball 

holder 40 may be fabricated as an extrusion of a suit 
able plastic material such as polyvinylchloride; this ball 
holder consisting of an elongated semi-cylindrical hol 
low body having a slot along one side to de?ne a cavity 
of about 240° for example, and having projecting rib 
means de?ned by a pair of ribs 42 disposed generally 
in a radial plane. In the preferred illustrated form, these 
ribs 42 de?ne an elongated groove which accommo 
dates the upper ?anges 3lb of the support bracket 30. 
The ball holder ribs 42 are provided with two pairs of 
aligned holes dimensioned for alignment with pairs of 
aligned holes of the ribs 31b so that the ball holder may 
be secured to the support bracket by means of the 
screw nut assemblies 32, as best seen in FIG. 3. 
The internal diameter of the body 41 is of course of 

a dimension to readily accommodate standard size golf 
balls 46', and these balls are retained within the holder 
by means of springs 45 secured to the body 41 at the 
ends of the holder and bridging the ball holder slot. 
These springs are readily de?ected for inserting and re 
moving balls from the holder. 
While the support bracket 30 is described as a two 

piece member, it will be appreciated that it may be a 
one piece member fabricated of ?exible vinyl or other 
plastic for example and de?ning confronting clamping 
portions 31 having the lower ?anges 31a de?ning the 
slot for the rib 22. 

It will now be seen that the support bracket 30 and 
ball holder 40 are semi-permanently attached to the tu~ 
bular member 71 by means of the screw nut assemblies 
32 and the screw wing nut assemblies 33. By merely 
loosening the wing nuts 33 the support bracket may be 
either longitudinally or rotationally shifted on the tubu 
lar member as desired. It will also be seen that the sub 
assembly of the container 10 and container bracket 20 
are readily attached to and removed from the support 
bracket 30 again by merely loosening the wing nuts 33 
and inserting or removing the rib 22 relative to the slot 
de?ned by the support bracket ?anges 31a. This means 
that the container subassembly is readily removed from 



the golf cart when the golf cart is not in use and is 
stored at a golf club or in the trunk of the golfer’s car 
for example. At the time of a golf outing, the container 
is readily pre-cooled if desired and loaded with pre 
cooled beverages, and readily carried by the golfer for 
assembly with the golf cart prior to beginning the 
round. 

If it is desired to leave the container assembly with 
the cart, it may be necessary to rotate the entire carrier 
assembly relative to the handle in order to accommo 
date the collapse or folding of the golf cart, and this 
also is readily accomplished mainly by loosening the 
wing nuts 33. 

Additionally, the carrier may be used with a rental 
golf cart, since the support bracket is readily mounted 
with simple tools. 
Another feature of the container 10 is the rack 50 

disposed within the container for ready removal of the 
beverage cans 60 for example. As best seen in FIG. 2 
this rack 50, fabricated essentially of a U-shaped heavy 
gauge wire, consists of an elongated spine 51 having a 
foot 52 at one end de?ned by the transversely bent 
ends of the wire and held in spaced relation by a spacer 
member fabricated from a suitable plastic or metal. 
The bridging portion of the wire, at the end remote 
from the foot 52, de?nes a loop or handle 53 adapted 
to be grasped by the golfer. This rack is of a length only 
slightly less than the longitudinal dimension between 
the inner surfaces of the container end caps 16 and is 
inserted with the foot end down prior to inserting the 
beverage containers. 
When three cans 60 for example are stored within the 

container 10 these cans are relatively closely con?ned 
by the walls of the container; and the handle 53 extends 
just sufficiently above the top most can to enable the 
golfer to lift the stored cans and grasp the uppermost 
can for removal from the container. In this manner all 
of the beverage cans are readily removed from the top 
of the container. Alternatively, and less conveniently, 
if the rack is not used the lower end cap may be re 
moved and the lowermost beverage can then removed 
as it drops from the container. 
What has been described is a carrier which is particu 

larly adapted for attachment to a golf cart for carrying 
a number of items desired to be readily accessible dur 
ing a golf round, namely a plurality of beverage con 
tainers. golf balls, golf tees, and a towel. , 
A particular feature of the carrier assembly is that the 

container and container bracket de?ne a portable sub 
assembly which may be used independently of the golf 
cart for transporting precooled beverages, or which 
may be conveniently used for preloading the container 
with cooled beverages in the golfer’s home and then 
conveniently carrying it to the golf course for subse 
quent attachment to the golf cart. For this purpose the 
container bracket performs a dual function of serving 
as a convenient handle for carrying the container 10 
and also as an attachment bracket, coacting with the 
support bracket on the golf cart handle for readily se 
curing the subassembly to the golf cart and later remov 
ing it therefrom. 
While the support bracket is semi~permanently at 

tached to the golf cart member, it is readily loosened 
by loosening the same wing nuts, which function to re 
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lease the container-container bracket subassembly, to 
effect rotation or longitudinal shifting of the support 
bracket. This may be desirable at the time of storing the 

6 
golf cart to accommodate the collapsing or folding of 
the golf cart to the storing condition. Another feature 
is that the support bracket attaches easily to the golf 
cart without the necessity for any special tools, merely 
conventional pliers for example, so that the entire car 
rier assembly may be attached to a rental golf cart, if 
that is desired. 

Still another feature of the invention is the beverage 
rack which provides for ready removal of the beverage 
containers from the upper end of the carrier container. 
Similarly if it is desired to replace a partially consumed 
beverage container this may be recovered with a suit~ 
able cover such as a plastic cap 61 and reinserted into 
the carrier container through the use of the rack. Alter 
natively, if the construction of the golf cart prevents 
ready removal of beverage containers from the upper 
end of the carrier container, the beverage containers 
may be removed from the lower end by removal of the 
lower end cap. 
Another particular feature of the carrier is that the 

hand slot in the container bracket functions as a conve 
nient retaining means for a towel or jacket when the 
subassembly is secured to the golf cart. 
While the preferred embodiment of the invention has 

been illustrated and described, it will be understood by 
those skilled in the art that changes and modi?cations 
may be resorted to without departing from the spirit 
and scope of the invention. 
What is claimed is: 
l. A carrier assembly comprising 
a tubular container of heat insulating material having 

at least one open end closed by a removable end 
cap; means for securing said end cap removably in 
position to close and seal the open end of said con 
tainer; 

a container bracket having a base, con?gured to en 
gage and be secured to an outer wall of said con 
tainer, and having an elongated planar rib project 
ing from said base to be positioned in a radial plane 
of said tubular container; said rib having a linear 
distal edge parallel to said base; means for securing 
said container bracket to said container; 

a support bracket comprising confronting clamping 
portions, each de?ning an elongated groove for en‘ 
closing a portion of a tubular member of a support 
ing structure and each de?ning an elongated nar 
row clamping ?ange; said confronting clamping 
?anges having at least one pair of aligned holes; 
and bolt and wing nut means extending through 
said holes for clamping said confronting portions to 

' said tubular member; 
said support bracket clamping ?anges de?ning an 
elongated slot disposed in a radial plane of the sup 
porting tubular member to receive said container 
bracket rib; said rib having at least one elongated 
mounting slot opening adjacent to said distal edge 
and extending generally parallel to said distal edge; 
and said slot being con?gured to accommodate a 
bolt means of said support bracket, whereby said 
container bracket is secured to said support 
bracket and is readily disengaged therefrom. 

2. A carrier assembly as set forth in claim 1 
said container bracket base comprising a pad de?n 

ing a cylindrical wall for engagement with the cy 
lindrical wall of the container; and adhesive means 
bonding said container bracket pad to said con 
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tainer; said container bracket rib being then dis 
posed in a radial plane of the container. 

3. A carrier assembly as set forth in claim 1 
said means for securing said container bracket to said 
container comprising a double faced pressure sen 
sitive adhesive web for bonding said bracket base 
member to said container housing, and a pair of 
straps encircling said housing and con?ning said 
container bracket base member. 

4. A carrier assembly as set forth in claim 1 
an elongated rack disposed in said container having 
an elongated spine and a foot; said spine having a 
length corresponding to the interior length of said 
container, and said foot disposed transverse to said 
spine for engagement with a beverage container; 
and the end of said spine remote from said foot de 
?ning handle means adapted to be grasped, for slid 
ing the rack relative to the container. 

5. A carrier assembly as set forth in claim 1 
said container and said container bracket de?ning a 
subassembly readily disengageable from said sup 
port bracket; and said container bracket rib having 
an elongated slot disposed parallel to the axis of 
said container housing, de?ning a hand slot for car 
rying said subassembly disengaged from said sup 
port bracket. 

6. A carrier assembly as set forth in claim 1 
said container bracket rib having a plurality of trans 

verse holes; and resilient molded grommets se 
cured in said holes dimensioned to receive and 
contain the shanks of golf tees. 

7. A carrier assembly as set forth in claim 1 
said support bracket having elongated low rib means 

parallel to and adjacent to said clamping grooves; 
a ball holder comprising an elongated hollow cylin 

drical body having a longitudinal slot at one side 
and having integral elongated low rib means pro 
jecting from the opposite side of the body in a gen 
erally radial plane; 

with said ball holder rib means being con?gured to 
coact with said support bracket rib means for se 
curing said ball holder in parallel relation to said 
support bracket close to the support member; 

and said ball holder body having means at the ends 
thereof normally retaining balls therein. 
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8 
8. A carrier assembly as set forth in claim 7 
said ball retaining means comprising tension springs 

bridging the slot at each end of the ball holder body 
adapted to be displaced for the placing and remov 
ing of balls. 

9. A carrier assembly as set forth in claim 7 
said support bracket comprising a pair of confronting 
clamping members, each including an intermediate 
cylindrical portion de?ning said longitudinal 
groove and adjacent planar ?anges; 

a ?rst pair of confronting ?anges de?ning said 
bracket rib means coacting with the ball holder rib 
means for securing the ball holder to said support 
bracket; and said coacting rib means having 
aligned holes for accommodating screw means for 
securing said ball holder to said support bracket 
and for retaining said support bracket on a support 
ing tubular member; 

a second pair of confronting ?anges de?ning said 
clamping ?anges and slot for accommodating said 
container bracket rib; said clamping ?anges having 
at least two pairs of aligned holes for accommodat 
ing two bolt means for clamping said bracket 
?anges; and said container bracket rib having at 
least two mounting slots opening to said distal edge 
for accommodating said two bolt means, and each 
having portions extending generally parallel to said 
distal edge. 

10. A carrier assembly as set forth in claim 1 
said support bracket clamping ?anges having two 

. pairs of aligned holes spaced longitudinally from 
each other for accommodating two bolt means; 

said container bracket rib having two elongated 
mounting slots opening adjacent to said distal edge, 
the slot opening being spaced longitudinally to cor 
respond to the longitudinal spacing of said clamp 
ing ?ange holes; and said slots extending generally 
parallel to said distal edge in the same direction 
from respective openings. 

11. A carrier assembly as set forth in claim 10 
said container bracket mounting slots being slightly 

inclined relative to said distal edge, for camming 
said distal edge against a supporting tubular mem 
ber in response to endwise movement. 

* * * * * 


