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STUDS FOR DEMOUNTABLE PARTITION 
‘ ASSEMBLY 

This application relates to hollow wall partition as 
semblies of the type in which one or more panel units 
may be removed from the assembly, and more particu 
larly pertains to improvements in assemblies of the type 
disclosed in US. Pat. No. 3,732,657 of Nels Nelsson, 
issued May'15, 1973. ' 

Various demountable partition assemblies and com 
ponents for such assemblies have been proposed here 
tofore. By way of example, some prior types of such as 
semblies are discussed in the aforementioned US. Pat. 
No. 3,732,657 as well as in the co-pending application 
Ser. No. 288,197 of Nels Nelsson, ?led Sept. 1 l, 1972, 
and assigned to the assignee of the present application. 
Reference is also made to that patent and prior applica 
tion for discussions of the demand for, advantages of 
and requirements to be met by such assemblies. 
The particular problem and concomitantly the par 

ticular desirable characteristic to which the present in 
vention is directed is to avoid so-called “lipping" in de 
mountable partition assemblies. Where adjacent or 
abutting panels at a joint each are attached to separate 
studs, such as adjacent "C" studs, which are not se 
cured together in mid-span, the inherent ?exibility of 
the studs-will permit some lateral displacement of each 
of the adjacent panels with respect to the other if a 
greater lateral force is applied to one panel than to the 
other. Moreover, the elastic strength of the studs may 
not be sufficient to return the displaced panel to a posi 
tion of being precisely co-planar with the adjacent 
panel. Offset of the panels relative to one another nor 
mal to the planes of the panels, such as may result from 
the aforementioned displacement, is the condition 
known as "lipping" and is undesirable in that it creates 
an apparent discontinuity and shadow lines in a wall 
construction where a unified uniplanar appearance is 
desirable. Also, with some types of joint treatments, 
such lipping can cause damage or disarray to the joint 
treatment element or elements. Thus, and as is also 
pointed out in the aforementioned patent and applica 
tion, it is desirable to provide a partition assembly 
which will maintain a ?xed co-planar relationship be 
tween adjacent panels in a row, while providing remov 
ability or accessibility of individual panel units without 
removing or dismantling adjacent panel units. 
Studs have been provided in the past which rely on 

lanced or struck portions of the webs and receiving 
openings in the webs of adjacent studs for interlocking “ 
with each other. Examples of such constructions are 
shown in US. Pat. Nos. 930,610, 1,821,015, 
2,005,145, 2,010,848 and 2,075,773. However, in such 
previously proposed constructions, the interlocking 
portions have been designed for vpermanent interlock 
ing engagement or require sequential installation and 
removal of the panel units. Such interlocking arrange 
ments have not provided ready selective disengage 
ment of individual panel units in the manner of the 
present invention. Such selective removability is highly 
desirable in various circumstances of demountable wall 
installations. 
Accordingly, it is an object of this invention to pro 

vide improved demountable wall assemblies which 
overcome the lipping problem. 

lt is a further object of this invention to provide de 
mountable wall assemblies which overcome the lipping 
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2 
problem and in which individual panel units may be in 
stalled and removed selectively. 

It is a further object of this invention'to provide im 
proved studs for use in demountable wall assemblies 
which meet the aforestated objects. 

It is a further object of this invention to provide for 
readily releasable positive interlocking engagement be 
tween adjacent studs in hollow wall assemblies. 

It is a more speci?c object of this invention to pro 
vide an improved interlocking arrangement in sheet 
metal studs which permits economical production and 
installation of the studs and of demountable wall as 
semblies utilizing such studs while providing positive 
interlocking of pairs of adjacent studs and affording 
easy removability of individual panel units. 

It is a more speci?c object of this invention to pro 
vide a positive blind lock arrangement comprising inte 
gral portions of adjacent studs, wherein each stud may 
be of uniform design, and which permits easy release of 
the locking arrangement. 
Further and additional objects and advantages will 

appear, particularly to those skilled in the art, from the 
description, accompanying drawings and appended 
claims. 

' In carrying out this invention in one illustrative form, 
a hollow wall partition assembly is provided of the type 
having generally C-shaped ‘studs which support wall 
panels along one or both longitudinal edges of the 
studs. A pair of such studs are positioned in back-to 
back relationship at each joint, with the web portions 
of the studs adjacent to one another. The web of each 
stud member of such pair is formed with an elongated 
opening oriented with its major dimension parallel to 
the length of the respective stud member and overlap 
ping the opening in the other member, and a locking 
tab is resiliently attached to the web portion of one stud 
member of the respective pair, with the tab being in 
registry with the overlapped openings and extending 
into the opening in the other stud member of that pair. 
The tab is of a width corresponding generally to the 
width of the receiving opening and engages the sides of 
that opening to interlock the pair of stud members 
against relative lateral movement. The tab is resiliently 
attached at one end to the web and is otherwise unat 
tached, thereby being resiliently retractable into the 
opening in the ?rst stud member. The locking portion 
of the tab which extends into the receiving opening is 
provided with sloping cam portions on each side ex 
tending from an outermost bight section to the at 
tached end on one side and, on the opposite side, to a 
free distal end which terminates on the opposite side of 
the front plane of the web of the ?rst stud member, for 
engagement by a tool inserted between the adjacent 
web portions to effect retraction of the tab by cam ac 
tion. 
For a more complete understanding of this invention, 

reference should now be had to the embodiment illus 
trated in greater detail in the accompanying drawings 
and described below by way of an example of the in 
vention. 

1n the drawings, 
F 1G. 1 is a vertical section of a partition assembly em 

ploying teachings of this invention, as seen generally 
along line 1-1 of FIG. 2; 

FIG. 2 is ‘a fragmentary section taken along line 2—2 
of HO. 1; - 
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FIG. 3 is an enlarged partial section taken along line 
3-3 of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 4 is a partial perspective view of a sheet metal 

stud of the type included in the assembly of FIGS. 1-3, 
and employing teachings of this invention; 
FIG. 5 is an enlarged partial horizontal section view 

of a joint in a wall assembly as in FIGS. 1-3, illustrating 
a manner of assembly and disassembly of panel units; 
and 
FIGS. 6, 7, 8 and 9 are enlarged horizontal section 

views of different embodiments of joints in wall assem 
blies, each also employing teachings of this invention. 

The wall assembly illustrated and described herein is 
of the same overall type, construction and purpose as 
the wall assembly described and discussed in the afore 
mentioned US Pat. No. 3,732,657, and application 
Ser. No. 288,197, to which reference may be made. 
Accordingly, in the interest of brevity, the overall as 
sembly and its basic functions and advantages will not 
be discussed in detail here. Moreover, terms used in 
this speci?cation will be understood to have the same 
meaning and context as in the cited prior patent and 
application. 
Referring now to the accompanying drawings, and 

more particularly to FIGS. 1 and 2, the partition assem 
bly 20 comprises generally two spaced-apart, back-to 
back parallel sides or rows 22 and 24 of partition mem 
bers or panels 40. These partition members abut 
against or are con?ned within floor and ceiling runners 
26 and 28, respectively, in a conventional manner. For 
example, screws 30 can be utilized to ?x the bottom 
horizontal edges 42 of the partition members in place, 
with a base and attachment clip 32 or a single “top set" 
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base 34 being used to cover the screws. The spacing of 35 
the two rows 22 and 24 is accomplished by the studs 
60. 
The individual partition members 40 illustrated in 

FIGS. 1 and 2 are conventional gypsum wallboard pan 
els of any appropriate width and height, having hori 
zontal edges 42 and vertical edges 44. The later edges 
44 are formed with groove-like kerfs 46 extending ap 
proximately centrally thereinto, generally parallel to 
the planes of the major surfaces 48 and 50 of the mem 
bers 40. The back surface portion 48 of the member 40 
may be of slightly less width than the front surface por 
tion, so as to taper the edges 44 inwardly from front to 
back, in a known manner. Because of the nature of the 
interengagement of the members 40 with the studs at 
the kerfs 46, the partition members preferably are 
formed from monolithic hard-edged ?berglass rein 
forced gypsum wallboard. 

In accordance with teachings of this invention, at 
least some of the joints of the wall assembly 20 are of 
the type in which a pair of stud members 60 are posi 
tioned in back-to-back relation to one another, with 
each stud supporting the respective edge of one of the 
panels forming the joint. These two adjacent studs are 
interlocked in a manner as shown in FIGS. 1-3 to avoid 
relative lateral movement between the two studs and 
thereby to avoid lateral displacement of one of the pan 
els relative to the other at the joint, i.e., so-called “lip 
ping," while at the same time permitting ready disen 
gagement of either of these studs from the other for se 
lective removal and replacement of individual panel as 
semblies in the overall partition construction. As used 
herein, the terms panel assembly and panel unit refer 
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4 
to a partition member together with the studs which en 
gage and support that member. Such a panel assembly 
or unit normally is installed in and removed from the 
wall assembly as a pre-assembled unit or subassembly. 

In the embodiment of FIGS. 1-5, each stud 60 is an 
elongated member of generally channel-shaped or C 
shaped cross-section, comprising a web 62 and ?anges 
64 and 66 extending in one direction laterally of the 
web 62 from opposite longitudinal edges of the web. 
Each or both of the ?anges 64 and 66 may be reverse 
bent to provide a double thickness for engaging in a 
kerf of a panel member, as will be referred to further 
below in discussing the embodiments of FIGS. 6-8. 
The web 62 of each stud member 60 is formed with 

at least one elongated slot 70. A locking tab 72 is pro 
vided at one end of each of these slots, with the tab 
being resiliently secured to the web adjacent the re 
spective slot and having a locking portion 74 of a width 
equal to or only slightly less than the width of the slot 
and extending in registry with the slot. The locking por 
tion 74 normally protrudes beyond the forward or front 
plane of the web 62, in a direction opposite the direc 
tion of extension of the ?anges 64 and 66. The tab is 
resiliently attached to the web 62 so that the tab, and 
particularly the locking portion 74, may be forcibly re 
tracted or pressed into the respective slot 70, as will be 
referred to further below. In the preferred embodi 
ment, the studs 60 are formed of sheet metal, e.g., so 
called cold-formed steel studs of 25 gauge (about 0.021 
inches) thickness sheet stock, the slots 70 are centered 
on the longitudinal center line of the respective studs, 
and the locking tabs 72 each have one end unitary with 
the web 62, being formed as strike-outs when forming 
the slots 70. As is seen particularly in FIGS. 3 and 4, 
each of the slots 70 is of a length considerably greater 
than the length of the respective locking tab 72, and in 
the preferred embodiment the length of each slot 70 is 
greater than twice the length of the tab. 

Referring now particularly to FIGS. 3 and 4, one end 
of each tab 72 remains unitary with the web 62 at one 
end of the respective slot 70. The remainder of the tab 
is free and unattached, extending in cantilever fashion 
from the attached end in registry with the respective 
slot 70. As considered outwardly from the end or line 
of attachment to the respective web 62, each tab 72 in 
cludes a base portion 76, the intermediate or locking 
portion 74, and a distal end portion 78. The base por 
tion 76 is bent normally extend slightly rearwardly rela 
tive to the outer face or plane of the web 62. The end 
78 also is disposed rearwardly of the front plane of the 
web 62, as illustrated. The locking portion 74 extends 
outwardly or forwardly from the plane of the web 62 
for interlocking engagement in a slot 70 of an adjacent 
stud as shown in FIG. 3. The portion 74 is U-shaped or 
V-shaped comprising an outermost bight section 80, a 
?rst side section 82 extending from the section 76 to 
the bight 80 and a second side section 84 extending 
from the bight 80 to the free distal end 78. 
The sections 82 and 84 extend in opposite angular 

relationship and present outer surfaces having opposite 
angles of inclination relative to the plane of web 62. 
These surfaces serve as cam or wedge surfaces to effect 
forcible retraction of the locking portion of the tab into 
the web section 62 upon being engaged by a tool 
moved longitudinally of the stud member along the for 
ward surface of web 62. The flexible attachment of the 
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tab to the web 62, as by being a unitary tab of sheet 
metal, is suf?ciently resilient to permit retraction of the 
locking portion 74 into the respective slot 70 for disen 
gagement of the locking portion from a slot 70 of an ad 
jacent stud, and to automatically return the tab to its 
normal position when the retraction force is removed. 
Since sections 82 and 84 are inclined in opposite direc 
tions longitudinally of the stud, and the inward ends 
corresponding to section 76 and distal end 78 are dis 
posed rearwardly of the front surface of web 62, a tool 
positioned immediately adjacent to or in contact with 
this web surface will properly and reliably engage the 
outer or cam surfaces of sections 82 and 84 and result 
in the described retraction of the tab 72 upon move 
ment of the tool in either direction of movement longi 
tudinally of the stud against the locking tab. 
Section 76 must be of sufficient length to permit the 

tab 72 to ?ex for movement of the locking portion 74 
as described above. Such length will of course vary with 
the particular sheet material. By way of example, with 
sheet steel of light gauge, such as 25 gauge, satisfactory 
operation is obtained with a tab having a section 76 of 
a length of about linches, and a width of about one 
fourth inch. 
The tabs 72 and slots 70 are of substantially identical 

width, with the tabs being only slightly narrower as re 
quired for ready movement of the tabs into and out of 
the slots. Accordingly, when a tab 72 is engaged in a 
slot 70 of an adjacent stud, as shown in FIGS. 1-3, the 
two studs thereby are locked together in a manner to 
prevent relative lateral movement between the two 
studs and to prevent relative lateral movement between 
the panel members attached to these studs. 
One or more slots 70 and locking tabs 72 of the type 

described may be provided over the length of each stud 
60 as is found necessary to obtain a desired relative ri 
gidity between interlocked studs, taking into consider 
ation use conditions and loadings and the length and 
?exibility of the individual stud members. In a pre 
ferred embodiment, the slots 70 and tabs 72 are located 
so that the tab or tabs of one stud will be positioned in 
registry with the slot or slots of an identical stud upon 
simply reversing one of the studs relative to the other, 
i.e., end for end or side for side, when positioning two 
of the studs in web-to-web pairs as in FIGS. 1-3. This 
result is provided in one particularly advantageous 
manner by locating the slots symmetrically with respect 
to the transverse center line of each stud 60 as well as 
with respect to the longitudinal centerline, with each 
tab of each stud being located at the same end of the 
respective slot. The tabs thus are asymmetrically posi 
tioned, but with asymmetrical displacement which is 
equal and opposite to the asymmetrical displacement 
of the opposite end portion of each slot, whereby the 
tabs will register with such opposite end portions of the 
slots in a like stud as shown in FIGS. 1 and 3 upon re 
versal of one stud relative to the other. Such an ar 
rangement permits forming the tabs as strikeouts when 
forming the slots, in a single stamping production ‘oper 
ation. 
A speci?c example of the foregoing is to provide two 

slots 70 and related tabs 72 on the longitudinal center 
line of each stud, with the two slots located longitudi 
nally at the one-third points of the stud, as illustrated 
in FIG. I, i.e., a slot positioned with its center one-third 
of the length of the stud (L/3) from each end of the 
stud. The slots 70 extend such that each tab is displaced 
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6 
longitudinally from the respective one-third point a dis 
tance equal to the extent of the respective slot on the 
opposite side of the same one-third point. By such a 
symmetrical arrangement of the slots, with the con 
comitant asymmetrical but registering positions of the 
tabs, the described interlocking of the tabs 72 and slots 
70 of adjacent studs may be obtained by the simple ex 
pedient of one stud of each pair being reversed end for 
end relative to the other stud of that pair, thereby pro 
viding the dual interlock arrangement shown in FIG. 3 
at each one-third point. Other examples of symmetrical 
arrangements are to provide a single slot 70 at the cen 
ter of the stud, i.e., centered on both the longitudinal 
and transverse centerlines, or to locate the slots simi 
larly at the one-fourth points. 
The wall assembly of FIGS. 1 and 2 is of the type in 

which one ?ange of each of the studs 60 supporting the 
partition members 40 of one row engages an edge por 
tion of the partition member being supported by that 
stud, and the opposite edge ?ange of the stud simply 
abuts the inner surface of a partition member 40 of the 
opposite row. Thus the panel units of one row may be 
installed and removed independently of the installation 
and/or removal of the panel units of the opposite row, 
in the general manner described in the aforementioned 
patent and application with respect to so-called C 
shaped studs. As shown, a pair of studs 60 are posi 
tioned with the outer surfaces of the respective webs 62 
in face-to-face closely adjacent relationship to one an 
other, or even in abutting contact, at each joint. Thus, 
the joint de?ned by the respective panel edges 44 is 
aligned with the interface between the adjacent webs 
62 of this pair of studs. 

FIG. 5 illustrates, somewhat schematically, how the 
interlocking tabs or lugs 72 may be retracted from the 
slots 70 for removal of an individual panel assembly 
unit from a complete wall assembly without disassem 
bling adjacent units. The blade B of a thin-bladed tool, 
such as a broad knife or putty knife, is inserted through 
the joint between the adjacent edges 44 of two partition 
members and between the adjacent surfaces of the 
webs 62 of the two adjacent studs. The opposing webs 
62 of each pair of studs usually are spaced apart slightly 
in an actual installation, as shown, see space S in FIG. 
3, and therefore will permit insertion of the tool blade. 
Moreover, since the studs are not locked against rela 
tive movement normal to the web portions, the studs 
will ?ex sufficiently to admit such a blade therebetween 
even if the webs of an adjacent pair otherwise happen 
to be in actual contact with one another. Vertical 
movement of the inserted tool and hence of the blade 
B, i.e., longitudinally of the studs, will result in the in 
serted blade engaging the inclined section 82 or 84 of 
each locking tab and, by the application of force in this 
direction of movement, will cause retraction of each 
tab 72 by cam action of the blade on the engaged in 
clined surface. As each tab 72, or adjacent pair of tabs 
72, are retracted, a slight lateral outward movement of 
the stud being removed will move the retracted tab or 
tabs out of registry with the respective opposing slot 70. 
Thereafter the other tab or tabs interlocking the pair of 
studs may be released progressively in the same man 
ner. Alternatively. multiple tools may be utilized to si 
multaneously effect and maintain the necessary retrac 
tion of each tab 72 normally interlocking a pair of 
studs. Each individual locking tab 72 may be retracted 
in this manner by engagement of a tool against either 
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side section 82 or 84 of the tab, whereby the point of 
insertion of the tool and the direction of movement 
during engagement and retraction of the tabs is not 
critical. 
The same technique may be followed when inserting 

a panel unit in an otherwise completed row of such 
units, the respective locking tabs being depressed as by 
a thin bladed tool until the respective opposed web sec 
tions overlie the tabs to maintain them in retracted po 
sitions. The panel unit then may be moved laterally into 
its alignment position, whereupon the tabs 72 automat 
ically snap outward into the opposing registered slots 
70 to lock the two studs in the alignment position, due 
to the resilience of the tabs. 
The outer or cam surfaces of the sections 82 and 84 

may extend at any appropriate angle which will conve 
niently provide the desired camming action. A range of 
about 30° to about 60° inclination relative to the plane 
of the outer surface of the web section 62 being appro 
priate. 
The locking arrangement described with respect to 

the embodiment of FIGS. l-5 is equally applicable to 
studs having support ?anges of other con?gurations, 
provided that unobstructed access is afforded from one 
edge to and along the surface of web 62 from which the 
locking tabs project for insertion and unlocking move 
ment of a tool, generally as described above. 
Embodiments illustrating some alternative con?gura 

tions and assemblies are shown in FIGS. 6-9. In these 
?gures, parts which are the same as those referred to 
in FIGS. 1-5 are identi?ed by the same numeral. Com 
ponents which are similar but modi?ed in some manner 
bear the same numeral with a distinguishing suf?x let 
ter. 

In the embodiment of FIG. 6, the panels are sup 
ported by studs 60a in the same manner as in the em 
bodiment of FIGS. 1-5. However, here the studs 60a 
are provided with reverse bent ?anges 66a along one 
edge, to facilitate snug engagement in the kerfs 46. Re 
inforcing tabs 90 also are struck from the webs 62a, 
and are bent parallel to the ?anges 66a for additional 
lateral support of the members 40 as described in the 
aforementioned patent and application. The two studs 
60a may be identical, with one being reversed end for 
end relative to the other, as noted in describing the em 
bodiments of FIGS. l-S. 
FIG. 7 illustrates a wall installation in which opposite 

partition members of the two rows 22a and 24a are sup 
ported by the same stud members 60b, with the stud 
members being interlocked in the manner described 
above. In such an assembly, the joints between parti 
tion members of the opposite rows are aligned with one 
another transversely of the wall. It will be appreciated 
that in this arrangement two opposite panel members 
40 together with the stud members 60b at their vertical 
edges comprise one panel subassembly unit. Upon un 
locking of the tabs 72 of the opposing studs 60b at the 
respective joints, in the same manner as described 
above, this entire subassembly may be removed, 
thereby effecting an opening through the wall assem 
bly. Such an arrangement may be utilized where secu 
rity against unauthorized passage through the wall as 
sembly is not important, and is particularly advanta 
geous in instances where it may become desirable to 
remove a panel unit for substitution of a different unit, 
such as in providing a doorway in an existing wall, or 
substituting partition members with differing surface 
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8 
treatments or functional purposes, e.g., a chalk board 
or cork board surface. In this embodiment, the studs 
60b are provided with reverse bent ?anges 64a and 66a 
and with reinforcing tabs 90 along both edges. The 
studs 62!; also are provided with symmetrically located 
slots and tabs for reversal as described above. 

FIG. 8 illustrates a joint and wall assembly wherein 
panel units may be removed as described above with 
respect to FIG. 7. However, in this embodiment the 
partition members 40a are not kerfed, and the ?anges 
64b and 66b of the stud members 60c are of sufficient 
extent for attachment of the partition members by suit~ 
able fasteners such as wallboard screws 92. These studs 
also may be made reversible in the manner described 
with respect to studs 60. 
FIG. 9 illustrates a joint assembly utilizing one stud 

60d which has a double ?ange 94 along one edge for 
engaging the kerfs 46 of both partition members form 
ing the joint in one row 22a, and a single ?ange 66a 
along the opposite edge for engaging the kerf in one 
panel of an aligned joint in the opposite row 24a. Rein 
forcing tabs 90 are provided for supporting the oppo 
site partition membes on the side of web 62d corre 
sponding to ?ange 66a. A stud 60a engages the other 
panel by a ?ange 660, as in the embodiment of FIG. 6, 
and has its opposite support ?ange 64 in abutting and 
supporting relation to the inner surface of the respec 
tive edge of the opposite partition member as shown. 
The two studs 60a and 60d are interlocked by tabs 72 
in the manner described above, with the tabs being ac 
cessible by a tool only from one side of the wall assem 
bly, corresponding to the side of ?anges 66a. This ar 
rangement provides the advantage of support of both 
rows of partition members by the same pairs of studs 
and affords selective removal of certain panel assembly 
units from one side of the wall assembly, while preserv 
ing the integrity and security of the opposite row 
against such ready removal. 

It will be apparent, particularly to those skilled in the 
art that other modi?cations and embodiments of the 
structure disclosed herein may be made without de 
parting from the spirit and scope of the invention. For 
instance, and without limitation, other panel con?gura 
tions and other panel materials and manners of attache 
ment may be used, as well as other ?ange con?gura 
tions on the stud members, and various joint treatments 
such as decorative trim or covering strips at the joints. 

As will be appreciated, improvements have been pro 
vided in demountable partition assemblies, and studs 
for such assemblies, which meet the aforestated ob 
jects. 
While particular embodiments of this invention are 

shown and described herein, it will be understood, of 
course, that the invention is not limited thereto, since 
many modi?cations may be made by those skilled in 
the art, particularly in light of the teachings outlined, 
illustrated and described herein. It is contemplated, 
therefore, by the appended claims, to cover any such 
modi?cations as fall within the true spirit and scope of 
this invention. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An elongated support member for use in a parti 

tion construction, comprising an elongated web and a 
?ange along at least one longitudinal edge of said web, 
said web being formed with an opening therethrough, 
a locking tab having one end resiliently attached to said 
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web adjacent said opening and extending longitudinally 
of said web from said one end as an otherwise unat 
tached cantilever in registry with said opening, said tab 
including an intermediate locking portion projecting 
outwardly from the plane of one side of said web and 
a distal end portion terminating on the opposite side of 
such plane, said intermediate portion being adapted to 
be moved into said opening upon ?exure of said resil~ 
ient attachment, said intermediate portion including 
oppositely inclined outer surfaces extending longitudi 
nally of said tab and positioned to be engaged by a tool 
moved along said one side of said web in either direc 
tion longitudinally of said web for displacing said tab 
into said slot by cam action in response to such tool en 
gagement and movement, and said support member 
being of a con?guration permitting unobstructed ac~ 
cess of such a tool to said locking portion from one lon 
gitudinal edge of said web along said plane of said one 
side. 

2. A support member as in claim 1 formed of sheet 
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10 
metal and wherein one end of said tab is unitary with 
said web portion at one end of said opening. 

3. A support member as in claim 1 wherein said web 
portion of said member is formed with a plurality of 
said openings and is provided with one of said tabs at 
one end of each said openings, each of said openings 
being of an extent beyond the respective tab to receive 
another such tab therein, said openings being symmet 
rically positioned relative to the longitudinal centerline 
and to the transverse centerline of said member, and 
each of said tabs being at the same end of the respec— 
tive opening. 

4. A support member as in claim 3 wherein said 
openings are positioned on such longitudinal center 
line. 

5. A support member as in claim 4 wherein each of 
said openings is elongated and is oriented with its major 
dimension parallel to the length of said member. 

* * * * * 
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