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To all 2071,0122, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, EDWARD O. CHAPPATTE, 

of the city and county of Philadelphia, and 
State of Pennsylvania, have invented an Im~ 
provement in iVatch-Gases, of which the fol 
lowing is a speci?cation. 
Myinvention has reference to watch-cases; 

and it consists of certain improvements which 
are fully set forth in the following speci?ca 
tion, and shown in the accompanying draw 
ings,which form a part thereof. 
The object of myinvention is to form the 

cap or inside back of a watch-case in such a 
manner as to provide convenient means for 
supporting a photograph or other picture or 
device; and it is accomplished by making a re 
cessed portion in the cap of the watch-case, in 
which the photograph or picture is laid and 
then covered by a crystal or glass which is di 
rectly or indirectly held in place. 

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a sectional ele 
vation of a watclrcase center and cap embody 
ing myinvention. Fig. 2 is a plan view of the 
cap of the watch, showing the picture in place; 
and Fig. 3 is a sectional elevation of a watch 
case embodying the same invention, but show 
ing the preferred way of securing the glass in 
place. 
-A is the watch ~ case cap having the re 

cessed portion E, preferably in the center 
thereof. 
B is the picture or photograph. O is the 

crystal. This crystal may be snapped into 
place and held securely by the undercut side 
or edge D of the recessed part E, as shown in 
Fig. 1, or it may be held by a metallic ring, 
F, snapped into place, as shown in Fig. 3. A 
nail niche or groove, (Z, may housed in the 
construction, as shown in Fig. 1, to assist in 
removing the glass and changing the picture, 
when desired. The watch-case center is rep 
resented by G. In the preferred construction 
(shown in Fig. 3) the recess E is struck down, 
as in Fig. 1, (a small head, 6, being given, if 
desired, for ?nish.) The picture B is then 
placed in the recess and aloosely-?tting glass, 
0, is placed upon it, and this glass is held in 
place by the ring F, which is snapped into 
place and held by the undercut edgeD of the 
depressed part E. This ring may be readily 

removed for changing the picture without 
danger of cracking the glass, which would ex 
ist in the construction shown in Fig. 1, hence 
making the construction shown in Fig. 3 the 
more desirable. 
The glass 0 is not limited to any particular 

form or kind, but may be made of hardened 
gelatine, isinglass, mica, or other equivalent 
transparent substance, and varied to suit the 
object to be covered by it, or other require 
ments. 

I am aware that prior to my invention pic‘ 
tures have been secured by providing an ex 
tra bezel snapped on a shoulder on the cap, 
similar to the glass bezel on the face of the 
watch; but such a construction is expensive, 
heavy, and necessarily greatly thickens the 
watch-case. In my construction I dispense 
with the additional bezel, and by depressing 
the back in its center and formingasnapedge ' 
for the crystal or its retaining-ring I accom 
plish the desired result without thickening 
the case of the watch or resorting to an ex 
pensive construction. The appearance of my 
back is much improved, and this construction 
is particularly well adapted to small or ladies’ 
watches. 

I am aware of the patents to Stiffany, No. 
162,321, and Brunt, No. 342,677, and claim 
nothing shown or set out in said patents, they 
being very different from the speci?c construc 
tion forming subject-matter of my application. 
Having described my invention, I claim as 

new and desire to secure by Letters Pateut—~ 
The combination of a watch~case cap hav 

ing a depressed or recessed portion adapted 
to receive a picture, a- glass or equivalent 
transparent plate loosely ?tting into said re— 
cessed portion to cover and protect the pic 
ture, and a retaining-ring independent of the 
glass and holding the glass in place by being 
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snapped into the undercut edge of said re- I 
cessed portion of the cap. 

In testimony of which invention I hereunto 
set my hand. 

V EDWARD G. CHAPPATTE. 

\Vitnesses: 
F. H. KAIN, 
JOHN C. GALLEN. 


