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[ 5 7 ] ABSTRACT 

A clothes hamper formed from top and bottom frames 
having peripherally extending, opposed grooves dis 
posed in vertical alignment with each other. Pairs of 
vertically extending posts are received in said grooves 
and interconnect the top and bottom frames. The 
front, back, and sides of the hamper are enclosed by a 
pair of panels which are received in the frame 
grooves. The top of the hamper is closed by a lid 
swingably connected to the top frame, and a floor ex: 
tends across the bottom frame. 

4 Claims, 14 Drawing Figures 
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CLOTHES HAMPER 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

It has heretofore been the conventional practice in 
the manufacture of clothes hampers to form the body 
portion thereof as an integral one piece shell with the 
open upper end of the shell closed by a lid swingably 
connected thereto. This has prevented the hampers 
from being shipped in a compact knocked-down condi 
tion. It has also required the use of different tools to 
produce hampers having different design effects. 

It is therefore an object of this invention to provide 
a clothes hamper construction which can be shipped in 
compact knocked-down condition, but which can be 
easily and quickly assembled. It is further object of the 
invention to provide a hamper construction which can 
be erected from the same components to provide a 
hamper having two different design effects. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In accordance with one form of the invention, there 
are provided generally rectangular top and bottom 
frames having opposed peripherally extending grooves 
formed therein. A ?rst set of webs projects downwardly 
from the top frame groove and a second set of webs 
projects upwardly from the bottom frame groove. Said 
webs are disposed along the front and side stretches of 
the frames to thus divide each of the grooves into inner 
and outer channels along the front and side stretches of 
the frames. - 

Pairs of front and rear posts are received in the frame 
grooves and interconnect the top and bottom frames. 
Said posts at their upper and lower ends abut the adja 
cent ends of the webs in said ?rst and second sets of 
webs. A U-shaped panel has its upper and lower ends 
selectively received in the inner or outer channels to 
enclose the front and sides of the hamper. With said 
panel received in the inner channels, it will abut the 
inner faces of the webs and the front posts. However 
with said panel received in the outer channels, it will 
abut the outer faces of the webs and front posts, thus 
hiding them from view and creating a different design 
effect. The back of the hamper is closed by a second 
panel connected to the rear posts and received in the 
back stretches of the peripheral top and bottom frame 
grooves. 
A ?oor having a plurality of openings formed therein 

extends across the bottom frame for supporting the 
clothes in the hamper. And a lid is swingably connected 
to the top frame for closing the open upper end of the 
hamper. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The accompanying drawings illustrate the invention. 
In such drawings: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a clothes hamper em 

bodying the invention; 
FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the hamper shown in 

FIG. I, but showing the front panel thereof in a differ 
ent orientation; 
FIG. 3 is an enlarged horizontal section taken on the 

line 3-3 of FIG. I, but with portions of the panels 
being broken away, and the front and rear posts re 
moved; 
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2 
FIG. 4 is a vertical section taken on the line 4-4 of 

FIG. 3, but with the front and rear posts connected to 
the frame; ' 
FIG. 5 is a vertical section taken on the line 5-5 of 

FIG. 3, but with the front post connected to the frame; 

FIG. 6 is a vertical section taken on the line 6-6 of 
FIG. 3, but with the rear post connected to the frame; 

FIG. 7 is an enlarged horizontal section taken on the 
line 7-7 of FIG. 2, but with portions of the panels 
being broken away, and the front and rear posts re 
moved; - . 

FIG. 8 is a vertical section taken on the line 8-8 of 
FIG. 7, but showing the front and rear posts connected 
to the frame; . 
FIG. 9 is a vertical section taken on the line 9-9 of 

FIG. 7, but showing the rear post connected to the 
frame; 
FIG. 10 is a vertical section taken on the line 10-10 

of FIG. 7, but showing the front post connected to the 
frame; . 

FIG. 11 is a perspective view of one of the front 
posts; 
FIG. 12 is a perspective view of one of the rear posts; 

FIG. 13 is an enlarged transverse section taken on the 
line 13-13 of FIG. 12; and ’ 
FIG. 14 is a vertical section taken on the line 14-14 

of FIG. 7, but showing the rear post connected to the 
frame. 3 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

As shown in the drawings, the skeletal frame for the 
hamper comprises‘top and bottom frames 10 and 12 
interconnected by a pair of front posts 14 and a pair of 
rear posts 16. ‘ 

As shown in FIG. 8, the bottom frame 12 has a de-. 
pending peripheral skirt 20. The lower edge of skirt 20 
along the front and sides of the frame is thickened and 
an upwardly extending groove 21 is formed therein to 
de?ne pair of laterally spaced fingers 22 and 23. As 
shown, L-shaped feet 25 project downwardly from the 
?nger 23 at the front corners of the hamper and from 
the ?nger 23 and the bottom of the skirt 20 at the rear 
corners of the hamper. , 
The upper edge of skirt 20 along the front and sides 

of frame 12 projects inwardly and then downwardly to 
de?ne a vertically disposed shoulder 27. The rear ends 
of the shoulder 27 at each side of the frame are contin 
uous with the upper portion of the skirt which forms a 
thin shoulder 28 extending across the rear of the frame. 
The inner lower edges of the shoulders 27 and 28 are 
integral with a horizontally disposed ?oor 30 extending 
across the frame 12. Conveniently, the central portion 
of the ?oor 30 is provided with a plurality of openings 
32 to permit air circulation within the hamper. A plu 
rality of ground-engaging legs 34 project downwardly 
from spaced points on the floor 30 to provide support 
for the central portion of said floor. Desirably, a plural 
ity of braces 35 extend between the floor 30 and skirt 
20. 
A rib 37 disposed inwardly from the shoulder 27 

projects upwardly from the floor 30 along the front and 
sides of the frame. In a like manner, a rib 38 joined at 
its ends to the ends of rib 37 is disposed inwardly from 
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the shoulder 28 and projects upwardly from the ?oor 
30 along the rear of the frame. With the rib 37 being 
spaced from the shoulder 27, and disposed in parallel 
ism therewith, said rib and shoulder form an upwardly 
open groove 39 extending along the front and sides of 
the framev And in a like manner, the rib 38 and shoul 
der 28 form an upwardly open groove 40 extending 
along the rear of the frame. The grooves 39 and 40 thus 
cooperate to de?ne a groove extending peripherally 
around the frame 12. 
As shown in FIGS. 7 and 8, an elongated web 41 

projects upwardly from the ?oor 30 intermediate the 
shoulder 27 and rib 37 along the front of the frame, and 
elongated webs 42 project upwardly from said ?oor in 
termediate said shoulder and rib along the sides of the 
frame. Thus, the wheels 41 and 42 cooperate with the 
shoulder 27 and rib 37 within the longitudinal extents 
of said webs to divide the groove 39 into an outer chan 
nel 39a and inner channel 39b. 
As shown, each of the webs 42 terminates well in 

wardly from the front and rear of the frame. In a like 
manner, the web 41 terminates laterally inwardly from 
the sides of said frame, thereby disposing the adjacent 
ends of the webs 41 and 42 in spaced relation to each 
other. An L-shaped opening 47 is formed in the groove 
39 at the junctures of the front and side stretches of the 
frame. The openings 47 are disposed between the adja 
cent ends of the webs 41 and 42 and in alignment there 
with. As shown in FIG. 10, sockets 48 having L-shaped 
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con?gurations corresponding to the con?guration of 30 
openings 47 extend downwardly from the edges of said 
openings. A rectangular shaped opening 50 is also 
formed in the groove 39 immediately rearwardly of and 
in alignment with each of the webs 42. The rear edges 
of the openings 50 are disposed slightly forwardly of 35 
the groove 40 extending along back stretch 'of the 
frame. As shown in FIG. 9, rectangularly shaped sock 
ets 52 corresponding to the con?guration of the open 
ings 50 extend downwardly from the edges of said 
openings. As will be explained more fully hereinafter, 
each of the openings 47 and its associated socket 48 is 

40 

adapted to receive one of the front posts 14, and each , 
of the openings 50 and its associated socket 52 is 
adapted to receive one of the rear posts 16. 
The upper ends of the posts 14 and 16 are received 

in the top frame 10. As shown in FIG. 4, said frame has 
a vertically extending peripheral skirt 60. A flange 62 
projects inwardly from the skirt 60 along the front and 
side stretches of the frame 10 intermediate the height 
of said skirt. The inner edge of ?ange 92 terminates in 
a downwardly extending rib 64 disposed in parallelism 
with the lower end of skirt 60 and forms therewith a 
downwardly open groove 65 extending along the front 
and side stretches of the frame. An elongated web 67 
extends downwardly from the flange 62 intermediate 
the skirt 60 and rib 64 along the front stretch of the 
frame. Similarly, a pair of elongated webs 69 project 
downwardly from the ?ange 62 intermediate said skirt 
and rib along the side stretches of the frame. Thus, the 
webs 67 and 69 cooperate with the skirt 60 and a rib 
64 within the longitudinal extents of said webs to divide 
the groove 65 into an outer channel 65a and an inner 
channel 65b. 
Each of the webs 69 terminates well inwardly from 

the front and rear of the frame. In a like manner, web 
67 terminates laterally inwardly from the sides of said 
frame thereby disposing the adjacent ends of the webs 
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67 and 69 in spaced relation to each other. L-shaped 
openings 70 are formed in the groove 65 at the junc 
tures of its front and side stretches. Said openings are 
disposed between the adjacent ends of webs 67 and 69 
and in alignment therewith. Sockets 72 having L 
shaped con?gurations corresponding to the openings 
70 extend upwardly from the edges of said openings. A 
rectangularly shaped opening 73 is also formed in the ' 
groove 65 immediately rearwardly of and in alignment 
with each of the webs 69. Rectangularly shaped sockets 
74 corresponding in con?guration'to the openings 74 
project upwardly from the edges of said openings. As 
shown in FIG. 4, each of the sockets 72 and 74 termi 
nates below the plane of the upper edge of the frame 
skirt 60. 
As shown in FIG. 4, the skirt 60 has an inwardly pro 

jecting horizontally disposed top wall 76. Said top wall 
along the rear of the frame projects substantially in 
wardly and terminates at its inner edge in a downwardly 
projecting ?ange 78 generally parallel with, and in 
wardly from, the adjacent lower portion of skirt 60. 
The lateral ends of ?ange 78 are integrally joined to the 
rib 64. The skirt 60 and ?ange 78 are interconnected 
at longitudinally spaced points along their length by a 
plurality of longitudinally spaced braces 82 connected 
to said ?ange and skirt. For reasons that will become 
more apparent hereinafter, each of the braces 82 has 
a downwardly open slot 84 formed in its lower edge. 
The slots 84 are disposed in longitudinal alignment with 
each other and cooperate with groove 65 to de?ne a 
downwardly open groove extending peripherally 
around the top frame 10. 
The frames 10 and 12 have corresponding sizes and 

con?gurations. In this manner, the grooves 39 and 40 
in the bottom frame 14 are disposed in vertical align 
ment with the groove 65 and slots 84, respectively, in 
the top frame. In this same manner, the bottom frame 
webs 41 and 42 are disposed in vertical alignment with 
the webs 67 and 69, respectively, on the top frame. 
And the bottom frame openings 47 and their associated 
sockets 48 are in vertical alignment with the top frame 
openings 70 and their associated sockets 72, and the 

' bottom frame openings 50 and their associated sockets 
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52 are in vertical alignment with the top frame open 
ings 73 and their associated sockets 74. 
As previously indicated, the front posts 14 intercon 

nect the top and bottom frames 10 and 12. The front 
posts 14 are identical in construction, and as shown in 
FIG. 11, each of said posts has a L-shaped con?gura 
tion formed from a pair of legs 90 and 91. A pair of 
bayonets 92 and 93 project outwardly from the upper 
and lower ends of said posts. Each of the bayonets 92 
and 93 has an L-shaped con?guration formed from a 
pair of arms 94 and 95 disposed in vertical alignment 
with the legs 90 and 91, respectively. As shown, the 
arms 94 and 95 have lengths shorter than the lengths 
of the legs 90 and 91. The bayonets 92 on the posts 14 
are received in the upper frame openings 70 and their 
associated sockets 72. And in a like manner, the bayo 
nets 93 are received in the bottom frame openings 47 
and their associated sockets 48. With the bayonets 92 
received in the upper frame openings 70, the upper 
ends of the post legs 90 and 91 will be seated in groove 
65 against the ?ange 62 and the lateral edges of said 
legs will be in abutting engagement with the adjacent 
ends of the webs 67 and 69. Similarly, with the bayo 
nets 93 received in the bottom frame openings 47, the 
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lower ends of post legs 90 and 91 will be seated in the 
groove 39 with the lateral edges of said legs abutting 
the adjacent ends of webs 41 and 42. As shown, the 
bayonets 92 and 93 have outwardly extending barbs 96 
at outer ends which are received against undercut 
shoulders 97 on the sockets 72 and 48 for releasably 
locking the bayonets in said sockets. 
The rear posts 16 are identical in construction, and 

as shown in FIG. 12, each comprises a central leg 98 
having bayonets 99 and 100 projecting outwardly from 
the upper and lower ends thereof. Each of the bayonets 
99 and 100 has a length shorter than the length of the 
leg 98 and is of a size adapted to be received in the 
upper and lower frame openings 73 and 50. Thus, with 
the bayonets 99 received in the upper frame openings 
73 and their associated sockets 74 and the- bayonets 
100 received in the bottom frame openings 50 and their 
associated sockets 52, the upper ends of the legs 98 will 
seat in the groove 65 against the ?ange 62 and the 
lower ends of the legs 98 will seat in the groove 39. The 
bayonets 99 and 100 are angularly offset with respect 
to the legs 98. Thus, the legs extend obliquely across 
the grooves 65 and 39 with the front edges of the legs 
98 abutting the rear edges of the webs 42 and 69, and 
the rear edges of said legs, which are angled laterally 
outwardly with respect to the front edges, abutting the 
bottom frame shoulder 27 and the inner face of the 
upper frame skirt 60. As shown, the bayonets 99 and 
100 have outwardly projecting barbs 102 at their outer 
ends which are received against undercut shoulders 
103 on the sockets 74 and 52 for releasably locking the 
bayonets in said sockets. 
As shown, the front and rear posts 14 and 16 inter 

connect the top and bottom frames 10 and 12 with the 
ends of the post legs 90, 91 and 98 supporting the top 
frame 10 in a ?xed vertically spaced relationship to the 
bottom frame 12. Further, with the front and rear post 
legs engaging the adjacent edges of the webs on the top 
and bottom frames, said legs act in combination with 
the webs to form a continuous band around the front 
and sides of the top and bottom frames within the verti 
cal extents of said webs. 
The skeletal frame of the hamper is enclosed along 

the front and sides of said hamper by a generally U 
shaped panel 110 having a front wall 111 integrally 
connected to a pair of side walls 112. One of the advan 
tages of the invention is the ability to mount the panel 
either outside the extent of the front posts and the 
frame webs so that said posts and webs are hidden as 
in FIG. 2 or on the inside of said posts and webs so that 
said posts and webs are exposed as in FIG. 1. This per 
mits the hamper to have two different appearances 
while using the same frame components. 
When the panel 110 is mounted outside the webs 41, 

42, 67 and 69, as is shown in FIG. 2, its lower edge re 
ceived in the channel 390 and its upper edge received 
in the channel 65a. With the panel so positioned, its 
inner face will be supported against the outwardly dis 
posed faces of the webs 41, 42, 67 and 69 and the out 
wardly disposed faces of the front post legs 90 and 91. 
With the panel received in the channels 39a and 65a, 
the rear edges of the panel and side walls are received 
between the rear posts 16 and the outer walls of said 
channels. 
When the panel 110 is mounted inside the webs 41, 

42, 67, 69, as shown in FIG. 1, its lower edge is re 
ceived in the channel 39b and its upper edge is re 
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6 
ceived in the channel 65b. With the panel so position, 
its outer face will be supported against the inwardly dis 
posed faces of the webs 41, 42, 67, 69 and the inwardly 
disposed faces of the front post legs 90 and 91. The rear 
edges of the panel side walls 112 are received in slots 
115 formed by L-shaped arms 117 mounted on the 
inner rearward edge of the rear post legs 98. Desirably, 
the arms 117 have a length shorter than the post legs 
98 to dispose their opposed ends in abutting engage 
ment with the bottom frame rib 28 and top frame rib 
78. 
The hamper frame is enclosed along the rear of the 

hamper by a back panel wall 120. The lower edge of 
said panel is seated in the bottom frame groove 40, and 
the upper edge of said panel is seated in the slots 84 
formed in the top frame braces 82. The panel 120 has 
a lateral extent such as it extends over the rear faces of 
the back posts 16. Conveniently, the panel 120 is con 
nected to said back posts as by screws 122 received in 
openings 124 formed in the post legs 98 and arms 117. 

The hamper can be provided with any desired type of 
lid 128. In the embodiment illustrated, a pair of later 
ally spaced hinges 130 are mounted on the bottom face 
of the lid, as by screws 132. Said hinges are connected 
to the top frame 10 by screws 134 received in sockets 
136 extending downwardly from the skirt top wall 76 
between said skirt and the rib 78.‘ With the lid in its 
closed position, it will be supported about its periphery 
on the skirt top wall 76. 
As will be understood, the frame skirts 20 and 60, as 

well as their webs 41, 42, 67, 69, may have any desired 
surface treatment or ornamentation applied thereto. 
The same is true with the outwardly disposed faces of 
the front and rear posts 14 and 16. 

I claim: 
1. A clothes hamper, comprising a top frame, a bot 

tom frame, a ?oor extending across said bottom frame, 
means forming a downwardly open groove extending 
along the front, back and-side stretches of said top 
frame, a plurality of first webs projecting downwardly 
from said downwardly open groove intermediate its 
width, means forming an upwardly open groove ex 
tending along the front, back and side stretches of said 
bottom frame, a plurality of second webs projecting up 
wardly from said upwardly open groove intermediate 
its width, said ?rst and second webs dividing said 
grooves into inner and outer channels, front posts con 
nected at their opposed ends to said grooves in said top 
and bottom frames, rear posts connected at their op 
posed ends to said top and bottom frames, said front 
and rear posts being received in the grooves in said top 
and bottom frames with said front posts in alignment 
with said ?rst and second webs, a ?rst panel selectively 
received in the inner and outer channels in said top and 
bottom frames for selectively enclosing the front and 
sides of said hamper inside or outside the extent of said 
front and rear posts and said ?rst and second webs, and 
a second panel received in said top and bottom frame 
grooves and connected to said rear posts for enclosing 
the back of said hamper. 

2. A clothes hamper as set forth in claim 1 in which 
said front posts have generally L-shaped cross-sections 
and are received in said top and bottom frame grooves 
at the junctures of the front and side stretches thereof, 
said rear posts are received in said top and bottom 
frame grooves at the rear of the side stretches thereof, 
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said rear posts extend obliquely across said grooves, 
and said ?rst panel is disposed in abutting engagement 
with said front posts with its rearedges retained-be 
tween said rear posts and the sides of said grooves. 

3. A clothes hamper as set forth in claim 1 in which 
said front posts have generally L~shaped cross-sections 
and are received in said top and bottom frame grooves 
at the junctures of the front and side stretches thereof, 
said rear posts are received in said top and bottom 
frame grooves at the rear of the side stretches thereof, 10 
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8 
said rear posts have vertically extending slots formed 
along the inner faces thereof, and said ?rst panel is dis 
posed in abutting engagement with said front posts with 
its rear edges received in said slots in said rear posts. 

4. A clothes hamper as set forth in claim 1 in which 
said ?rst and second webs are disposed along the front 
and side stretches of said frames, and said front posts 
each have a pair of angularly oriented arms the edges 
of which abut a pair of adjacent ?rst and second webs. 

* * * * * 


