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SAFE-PAC CREDIT CARD ENVELOPE 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
The present invention is directed to an envelope 

blank which forms an envelope for safely packing 
credit cards for mail delivery. More specifically, the 
present invention is directed to an envelope blank hav 
ing side ?aps or extended seams on opposing ends of 
the rectangular face panel of the envelope blank with 
at least one‘ of the side ?aps or extended seams having 
a slot therein. In a speci?c embodiment of the present 
invention, the envelope blank has slots in both of the 
side flaps or extended seams and are of a size to accom 
modate a credit card. 

2. Prior Art 
US Pat. No. 3,35l,268, U.S. Pat. No. 1,984,901, 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention is directed to an envelope 
formed from an envelope blank having a rectangular 
face and side ?aps or extended seams on opposing ends 
of the rectangular face panel wherein at least one of the 
side flaps or extended seams has a slot therein. The slot 
is of a size for inserting an object such as a credit card 
so that it will be safely packaged within the envelope 
and securely contained therein. The construction of the 
envelope blank of the present invention produces an 
envelope which enables the insertion of an object such 
as a credit card to be easily inserted into the envelope 
so as not to move about, yet in a manner where it is not 
exposed to a glued seam. In envelopes of the prior art, 
the envelope may tear open or be subject to easily 
being opened along a glued seam whereby theft or loss 
of the credit card or other object may occur. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a plan view of an envelope blank of the pres 
ent invention; 
FIG. 2 is a view of the envelope blank of‘ the present 

invention wherein the side flaps or extended seams are 
folded along the scores; 
FIG. 3 is a back view of an envelope blank of the 

present invention shown in its folded and glued posi 
tion; and, 
FIG. 4 is a cut away view of an envelope blank ac 

cording to the present invention showing a credit card 
or like object inserted in the slotted pocket formed by 
the slot in the extended seam. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

Referring to the drawings, particularly to FIG. I, an 
envelope blank 10 of the present invention is shown. 
The envelope blank 10 comprises a rectangular face 
panel 11 bounded by the score line l2, l3, l4 and 15, 
respectively. Extending from opposing ends of the rect 
angular face 11 are side ?aps or seams l6 and 17 re 
spectively. In the preferred embodiment, both side 
flaps or seams l6 and 17 are extended, meaning that 
they are of a longer length than in a normal business en 
velope and at least one of the side ?aps or extended 
seams 16 or 17 has a slot therein. As shown in a pre 
ferred embodiment, slot 18 is in the side flap or ex 
tended seam l6 and slot 19 is in the extended seam 17. 
The slots 18 and l9‘side flaps or extend within the 
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2 
upper half of extended seams l6 and 17, respectively, 
and over 1/2 of the distance that the extended seam 16 
or I7, respectively, extends from the rectangular face 
11. The envelope blank 10 is further made up of a back 
20 and a ?ap 21. 
As shown in FIG. 2, the side ?aps or seams l6 and 17 

are folded on the score lines 12 and 14, respectively, 
and folded towards the face 11. Glue is applied on ei 
ther side of the slots 18 and 19. For example, glue or 
adhesive may be applied along lines 22 and 23 on side 
?ap or seam 16 on either side of the slot 18 and along 
lines 24 and 25 on side ?aps or seams 17 on either side 
of slot 19. The glue may be applied on either side of the 
slot at a point or as illustrated, along a line extending 
the height of the seams for improved strength. 
The back is folded along score line 15 and glued to 

the side ?aps or extended seams on either side of the 
slot 18 and 19, respectively. Furthermore, the dimen 
sions of the back panel 20 are such that when the back 
panel 20 is glued to the side ?aps or extended seams l6 
and 17, respectively, the back 20 covers the slots 18 
and 19, respectively. However, the: back 20 when glued 
to the side flaps or extended seams l6 and 17 prefera 
bly has a height which is less than the height of the side 
flaps or seams. The envelope blank in the folded and 
glued position is illustrated in FIG. 3 ready for insertion 
of the material to be placed in the envelope. An object 
such as a credit card or cards may then be placed in 
each of the slotted pockets formed by the side flaps or 
extended seams 16 and 17, respectively, having slots 18 
and 19 therein. After the object is safely packed in the 
envelope and the advertising, letters or other material 
accompanying the object or credit card is inserted into 
the envelope, the envelope may be closed by folding on 
score 13 and closing with the adhesive or glue 26 pres 
ent on the ?ap 21. ‘ 

The insertion of the object such as a credit card 27 
or 28 into an envelope made from an envelope blank 
according to the present invention. is described further 
with reference to FIGS. 3 and 4. With the envelope in - 
the position shown in FIG. 3, the object such as a credit 
card is inserted between the side flap or extended seam 
16 or 17 and the back panel 20 until it reaches the slot 
18 or 19, respectively. At that point, the credit cards 27 
and .28 enter the envelope large pocket as shown in 
FIG. 4 as they pass through the slot 18 or 19, respec 
tively. It is therefore clear that in the event that the glue 
line 22 or 25 was to come unglued either during transit 
or by a person handling the envelope that the credit 
cards 27 or 28 cannot be removed or stolen from the 
envelope withoutcompletely destroying the envelope. 

The envelope blank of the present invention may 
have various optional features. For example, the face 
panel 11 may contain a window 29 having a cellophane 
or plastic covering material 30 for the address to be 
placed on the advertising or letter inserted into the en 
velope. The blank may be letter size, business size or a 
special size. Further, the ?ap 21 may have a shape simi 
lar to the back shown in the drawings to provide addi 
tional advertising space. However, the envelope blanks 
of the present invention all have a slots in at least one 

' of the side flaps or extended seams to provide a safepac 
for the credit card or other object inserted into the en 
velope. This is in contrast to a pocket formed simply 
between the side ?ap or extended seam and back panel 
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or requiring an additional piece of paper glued to the 
envelope blank to provide the pocket for the object. 

In a specific example'of the present invention, the en 
velope blank is designed to make an envelope for two 
credit cards and the insertion of advertising material. 
The envelope blank has two side ?aps or extended 
seams having slots about 1 1/2 inches extending within 
the upper half of each side ?ap or seam and having a 
height of approximately 7/16 inch (to accommodate 
the credit cards since most credit cards have dimen 
sions approximately 3 1/6 inches X 2 14; inches). The 
face dimensions are about 8 inches X 3 11/16 inches 
with the side ?aps or seams extending for about 3 1/2 
inches to 3 5/3 inches. 
The nature and object of the present invention hav 

ing been completely described and illustrated and the 
best mode thereof contemplated set forth, what I wish 
to claim as new and useful and secure by Letters Patent 
1s: 

1. An envelope blank which comprises 
a rectangular face having two side edges a top edge, 
and a bottom edge; 

side flaps on said side edges of said rectangular face, 
at least one of said side ?aps having a slot which ex 
tends over 1/2 of the length of said side ?ap; 

a back located on said bottom edge, said back when 
folded on said rectangular face covering said slot 
and glued to said side ?aps on either side of said 
slot; and 
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4 
a closure ?ap located on said top edge for closing 

said envelope when said envelope blank is folded 
and glued. 

2. An envelope blank according to claim 1 wherein 
said side flaps are generally rectangular. 

3. An envelope blank according to claim 2 wherein 
both side ?aps have slots. 

4. An envelope blank according to claim 3 wherein 
said back is generally rectangular and is adapted to be 
glued to each of said side flaps on glue lines which are 
on either side of said slots. 

5. An envelope blank according to claim 4 wherein 
said back has a height when folded such that when 
glued to said side flaps is less than the height of said 
side ?aps. 

6. An envelope blank according to claim 5 wherein 
said face has a window. 

7. An envelope blank according to claim 1 wherein 
both side flaps have slots. 

8. An envelope blank according to claim 1 wherein 
the slot has the dimension such that a credit card may 
be inserted through the slot. 

9. An envelope blank according to claim 1 wherein 
the slot extends within the upper half of the side flap. 

10. An envelope blank according to claim 1 wherein 
the slot extends for approximately l ‘k inches. 

* * >l< * =l< 


