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BASEBALL BASE GROUND FASTENING DEVICE 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to apparatus used in the game 
of baseball, and more particularly to the construction 
of a fastening device for fastening a baseball plate to 
the ground. 

Baseball bases with ground fastening rods are already 
known. The known ground fastening devices, however, 
consist of an anchoring member which is elongated and 
de?nes an axis. Integrally connected with the anchor 
ing member at one end thereof is usually a ?at plate or 
set of cross members which de?ne a plane which is nor 
mal to the axis of the anchoring member. Examples of ' 
this construction are shown in US. Pat. No. 2,624,580 
to .I. P. Corbett, and my US. Pat. No. 3,466,039. While 
the known constructions are satisfactory during use, 
they are generally bulky because of the above 
mentioned fixed relationship between the anchoring 
member and the flat transverse members — this pres 
enting particular problems in respect to shipment as 
well as storage. Additionally, many of the known base 
ball base anchoring devices have been complex in con 
struction, this resulting in increased manufacturing 
costs. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention 
to provide a baseball ground fastening device which is 
not possessed of the above-mentioned disadvantages. 
Another object of the present invention is to provide 

a fastening device as above described which is simple 
in construction and economical to manufacture. 

Still another object of the present invention is to pro 
vide a fastening device of the type under discussion 
which is convenient to ship and store. 
A further object is to provide a fastening device for 

baseball bases which is collapsible after use and which 
occupies a small volume when so collapsed. 

In order to achieve the above and other objects 
which will become apparent hereafter, a baseball base 
ground fastening device in accordance with the present 
invention comprises elongated anchoring means de?n 
ing a first axis and having one end con?gurated to be 
placed and held in the ground. Said anchoring means 
has another end provided with holding means. At least 
one elongated base retaining means is provided, said 
base retaining means de?ning at least one second axis 
and con?gurated to be connected to a baseball base. 
Said retaining means is movably connected in said 
holding means and is movable between a ?rst position 
wherein said second axis lies in a plane substantially 
parallel to said ?rst axis to a second position wherein 
said second axis is substantially normal to said ?rst axis. 

According to a presently preferred embodiment, two 
retaining means are provided, each retaining means 
comprising two integral elongated portions including 
an angle of approximately 90° and de?ning a plane, 
said portions together forming an X-shape when said 
retaining means are each moved to their second posi 
tions. Also, said one end of said anchoring means is 
con?gurated in the form of a screw and said-retaining 
means has a free end configurated to be connected to 
a baseball base. Where the fastening device is utilized 
with a base provided with straps. said free end can be 
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2 
provided with an elongated loop con?gurated to re 
ceive a base trap. Said holding means comprises a sub 
stantially closed loop formed at the other end of said 
anchoring means, said retaining means being con?gu 
rated to pass through said loop. It is presently contem 
plated that said anchoring means as well as said retain 
ing means are advantageously formed from elongated 
rods. 
With a baseball base retaining device as above de 

?ned, the bases can be fastened to the grounds in a 
manner similar as with prior retaining devices. How 
ever, the present device folds up, subsequent to use, 
into a substantially ?at package wherein all the mem 
bers lie in substantially parallel adjacent planes and the 
ground fastening devices may be easily stored and 
shipped. Additionally, the present construction is ex 
tremely simple and requires very few manufacturing 
steps -- this being particularly important insofar as the 
costs of manufacturing the devices are concerned. 
As used herein, the term baseball bases include all 

forms of bases, whether used for baseball or softball or 
other forms of ball. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

With the above and additional objects and advan 
tages in view, as will hereinafter appear, this invention 
comprises the devices, combinations and arrangements 
of parts hereinafter described and illustrated in the ac 
companying drawings of a preferred embodiment in 
which: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a baseball base with 

the ground fastening device in accordance with the 
present invention attached thereto; 
FIG. 2 is a fragmented side elevational cross-section 

of the ground fastening device as shown in FIG. 1, 
showing the movable arms in a plane normal to the axis 
de?ned by the anchoring screw; 
FIG. 3 is a cross-section of the ground fastening de 

vice of FIG. 2, showing the direction of movement of 
the movable arms when the ground fastening device is 
collapsed for storage or shipment; 
FIG. 4 is a fragmented front elevational view of a 

ground fastening device in accordance with another 
embodiment of the present invention, showing those 
portions of the arms held in the anchoring device to be 
vertically aligned; 
FIGS. 5 and 6 show possible configurations of the 

ground fastening device shown in FIG._ 1 which are suit 
able for shipment and/or storage. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

A base 10, with respectto which the present inven 
tion will be described, is itself conventional and does 
not form a part of the present invention except insofar 
as it must include means which are connectable to the 
ground fastening device. Thus, the base 10 is shown to 
be generally rectangular and having four sides 12. The 
means by which the base 10 is to be attached or fas 
tened to the ground fastening device, in the embodi 
ment to be described, includes two straps 14 which are 
mutually perpendicular to one another and extend be 
tween the two different pairs of opposite sides 12. The 
straps 14 are disengageable from one of the sides by 
means of buckles 16 so as to provide free ends of the 
straps which may be received in a portion of the ground 
fastening device, as will hereafter be described. Al 
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though the present invention will be described in con 
nection with a base 10 which includes straps 14, it 
should also be noted that the subject ground fastening 
device may be utilized with other bases so long as 
means are provided for rigidly securing the base to the 
ground fastening device. 
The ground fastening device 20 is shown in FIG. 1 to 

include an anchoring screw 22 which is adapted to be 
placed into and held in the ground in a conventional 
manner. The screw 22 forms one end of a longitudinal 
member, the other end of which comprises a holding 
means in the form of a closed or bent loop 25. The bent 
loop 25 can best be seen in FIG. 2. Advantageously, the 
screw 22 and the closed loop 25 are formed from an in 
tegral metal rod which is preferably resistant to corro 
sion. 
Journaled in the closed loop 25 are two retaining 

means each consisting of a pair of arms which include 
an angle of approximately 90°. Arms 24a and 24b form 
a ?rst retaining means, while arms 26a and 26b form 
another retaining means. The two arms of each retain 
ing means are preferably integral with one another and 
bent at the journaling point at a bent portion. Bent por 
tion 26c, for example, best can be seen in FIG. 6. As 
with the screw 22 and the closed loop 25, each of the 
retaining means are advantageously made from a me 
tallic rod which is resistant to corrosion. At the end of 
each of the arms, there are provided elongated loops 28 
which have widths approximately equal to the widths of 
the straps 14 and so configurated as to be capable of 
receiving the latter. 
One of the important structural features of the pres 

ent invention is illustrated in FIG. 2. Here, the closed 
loop 25 is shown to be somewhat elongated and having 
a width substantially equal to twice the diameter of the 
rods out of which the arms 24b and 26b are made. 
However, the width of the closed loop 25 is made 
slightly larger so as to leave some clearance within the 
loop in order to permit the retaining means to both turn 
about the bent portions and slide longitudinally along 
the various arms. 
FIG. 2 illustrates the relative positions of the retain 

ing means and the anchoring screw during use of the 
ground fastening device. The screw 22 is shown to de 
?ne an axis X—X which, during use of the device, is 
normally in a vertical direction since the screw 22 is 
placed directly downwardly into the ground. During 
normal use, each retaining means generally lies in a 
horizontal plane since each of the retaining means nor 
mally rests on the ground. In the embodiment shown, 
each retaining means de?nes a plane in which each of 
the integral arms lie. During use, the planes of each of 
the retaining means are normally perpendicular to the 
axis X—X. Also, each of the arms of the retaining 
means itself de?nes an axis which, during use is gener 
ally normal to the axis X—X. This condition, during 
normal use, is de?ned for the purposes of the present 
description and the claims as a ?rst position of the re 
taining means. 
FIG. 3 illustrates an intermediate position of the re 

taining means as shown in FIG. 2 during collapse of the 
device when the latter is no longer in use. As men 
tioned above, the loop 25 has suf?cient clearance 
therein to permit turning of the retaining means about 
the bent portions. Thus, each of the retaining means is 
movable to a position wherein the planes de?ned 
thereby are each generally parallel to the axis X——X of 
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the screw 22. As will be appreciated from a comparison 
between FIGS. 1 and 3, the collapsed device of FIG. 3 
is substantially less bulky —- now lying in an imaginary 
rectangular enclosure whose height is approximately 
equal to the width of the closed loop 25. Also, the em 
bodiment thus far described, and illustrated in FIGS. 
l-3, includes a substantially horizontal elongated loop 
25 with the two bent portions being horizontally 
aligned one in back of the other. 
FIG. 4 shows another embodiment of the invention 

wherein the closed loop 25 is elongated in a vertical di 
rection and the bent portions are aligned in a vertical 
direction one on top of the other. Either of these con 
figurations of the closed loop 25 is equally feasible and 
both may be utilized to obtain the bene?ts of the pres 
ent invention. 
FIGS. 5 and 6 illustrate two further con?gurations 

which may be obtained by suitably moving the retain 
ing means relative to the closed loop 25 — each of 
these new con?gurations being similarly suitable for 
shipment and/or storage. In FIG. 5, the two retaining 
means are turned towards opposite directions about 
their bent portions within the closed loop 25. On the 
other hand, in FIG. 6, the retaining means are moved 
so that the straight arms of each of the retaining means 
are journaled through the closed'loop 25. Insofar as an 
imaginary rectangular volume which can enclose each 
of the collapsed con?gurations of the ground fastening 
device, the con?guration of FIG. 6 requires the small 
est volume of such an imaginary rectangular box. It 
should be noted that in each of the collapsed con?gura 
tions, the planes de?ned by the retaining means as well 
as the axes of the individual arms of the retaining 
means are all in planes substantially parallel to the axis 
X—X of the screw 22. These positions, for the pur 
poses of this description, as well as the claims, are re 
ferred to as the second position of the retaining means. 

Instead of providing elongated loops 28 which re 
ceive the straps 14, other means may be provided at the 
free ends of the arms of the retaining means for engag 
ing the base 10. Thus, each of the free ends of the arms 
may extend beyond the edges of the sides 12 and in 
clude bent portions which engage the sides 12. Alter 
nately, the free ends of the arms of the retaining means 
may include bent portions which include hooks which 
can pierce or otherwise engage the bottom of the base 
10. Such engaging means are well known and need not 
further be described. 
The manner in which the baseball base ground fas 

tening device is used will now be described. If the re 
taining means are arranged as shown either in FIGS. 
3—5, wherein the bent portions of the retaining means 
are journaled in the closed loop 25, it is merely neces 
sary to turn each of the retaining means in a direction 
opposite to the direction indicated by the arrows in 
FIG. 3 until each of the retaining means generally lies 
in a plane perpendicular to the axis X—X of the screw 
22 as is shown in FIGS. 1 and 2. If the retaining means 
have been moved to positions as shown in FIG. 6 for 
storage or shipment, each of the retaining means is ?rst 
translated or moved longitudinally along its supported 
arm inside the closed loop 25 until the bent portions of 
each of the retaining means are positioned therein. 
Subsequently, the procedure is the same as that for the 
other con?gurations just described. Once the retaining 
means are extended as shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, the 
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straps 14 of the base 10 may then be passed through the 
respective elongated loops 28 and fastened to the op 
posite sides 12 by means of buckles 16. After the 
ground fastening device is connected to the base 10 as 
shown in FIG. 1, the entire assembled unit may then be 
fastened the ground in a conventional manner. After 
the anchoring screw 22 has suf?ciently moved down 
wardly into the ground so that the arms of the retaining 
means rest on the surface thereof, the baseball base is 
ready to be used. 
Although described in connection with baseball 

bases, it should be noted that the subject invention may 
equally be used in connection with other athletic de 
vices which are to be anchored to the ground. For ex 
ample, the present anchoring device may be used to se 
cure tackling dummies, ?eld goals, field markers and 
sporting standards to the ground. 
Numerous alterations of the structure herein dis 

closed will suggest themselves to those skilled in the 
art. However, it is to be understood that the present dis 
closure relates to a preferred embodiment of the inven 
tion which is for purposes of illustration only and is not 
to be construed as a limitation of the invention. 
What is claimed is: 
l. Anchoring device for fastening athletic apparatus 

to ground comprising elongate anchoring means de?n 
ing a first axis and having one end con?gurated to be 
placed into and held in the ground, said anchoring 
means having another end provided with holding 
means; two sets of two elongate retaining means, each 
retaining means de?ning a second axis and con?gu 
rated to be connected to the athletic apparatus, the two 
retaining means of each set being integrally connected 
to one another and include an angle of 90° between 
their respective second axes, said retaining means 
being movably connected in said holding means, and 
each set defining a plane substantially parallel to said 
?rst axis in the ?rst positions of the respective retaining 
means and a plane substantially normal to said ?rst axis 
in the second positions of the respective retaining 
means. 

2. Anchoring device for fastening athletic apparatus 
to ground comprising elongated anchoring means de 
?ning a ?rst axis and having one end con?gurated to be 
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placed into and held in the ground, said anchoring 
means having another end provided with holding 
means; two sets of two integrally connected elongate 
retaining means, each set of retaining means de?ning 
a plane and con?gurated to be connected to the ath 
letic apparatus, each set of retaining means being mov 
ably connected in said holding means and movable be 
tween a ?rst position wherein a respective plane of a set 
of retaining means lies in a plane substantially parallel 
to said ?rst axis to a second position wherein the re 
spective plane is substantially normal to said ?rst axis, 
the two retaining means of each set including an angle 
of approximately 90°, said retaining means together 
forming an X-shape when said retaining means are 
each moved to their second positions. 

3. Anchoring device for fastening athletic apparatus 
to ground comprising elongate anchoring means de?n 
ing an axis and having one end con?gurated to be 
placed in the ground, said anchoring means being pro 
vided at the other end thereof with holding means; two 
rods each bent to form two arms angularly disposed a 
predetermined angle with respect to each other, each 
pair of arms forming a respective rod de?ning a plane, 
each rod being connected to said anchoring means at 
said holding means and movable between a ?rst posi 
tion wherein the plane of a respective rod is substan 
tially parallel to said axis and a second position wherein 
the plane of the respective rod is substantially normal 
to said axis. 

4. Anchoring device as de?ned in claim 3, wherein 
said one end of said anchoring means is con?gurated in 
the form of a screw. 

5. Anchoring device as de?ned in claim 3, wherein 
each arm is provided with a loop at the respective free 
end thereof con?gurated to receive a strap of an ath 
letic apparatus. 

6. Anchoring device as de?ned in claim 3, wherein 
said holding means is in the form of a substantially 
closed loop suitable for receiving said two bent rods. 

7. Anchoring device as de?ned in claim 3, wherein 
said two bent rods together form an X-shape when dis 
posed in said second positions. 
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