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[57] r . ABSTRACT 

A lifting device for raising a dinghy from the water in 
cludes a U-shaped tubular frame having a pair of gen 
erally parallel side tubes and a transversely extending 
end tube which is adapted to be pivotally secured to a 
cruiser or other mounting member for the dinghy. An 
outer tube is telescopingly received in each of the side 
tubes, and the side tubes and outer tubes are adapted 
to lie athwart the gunwales of the dinghy. Abutment 
means are mounted on each of the side tubes and each 
of the outer tubes, and over-center latch means con 
nected to each of the side tubes and outer tubes per 
mit the outer tubes to be telescopingly retracted to 
clamp the gunwales of the dinghy between the abut 
ment means. A cleat is mounted on the abutment 
means on each of the side tubes, and a line can be 
passed around the dinghy and secured to the cleat if 
desired. The frame can be pivoted upwardly about its 
pivotal attachment to the cruiser to raise the dinghy 
from the water, and a latch secured to a cross member 
extending between the outer ends of the outer tubes 
can secure the outer tubes to the cruiser. 

11 Claims, 6 Drawing Figures 
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DINGHY LIFTING DEVICE 

BACKGROUND 

This invention relates to a dinghy lifting device, and, 
more particularly, to a dinghy lifting device which in 
cludes a pair of telescoping frame members to permit 
the lifting device to securely clamp the gunwales of din 
ghies of varying widths. 
Cabin cruisers and other relatively large boats com 

monly carry a dinghy or a small boat which can be used 
to ferry persons between the cruiser and the shore. The 
dinghies are conventionally mounted at the stern of the 
cruiser, and various lifting devices are available for‘ 
raising the dinghy from the water and holding the din 
ghy in an upright position against the stern. 
Dinghy lifting devices commonly engage the gun 

wales of the dinghy in order to lift the dinghy. However, 
dinghies are provided in various sizes and widths, and 
the means which engage the gunwales of the dinghy are 
desirably adjustable to accommodate dinghies of differ 
ent sizes. Further, the dinghy must be stowed securely 
by the lifting device since the cruiser, particularly, sea 
going cruisers, may often encounter rough water. Al 
though dinghy lifting devices have included adjustable 
gunwale-engaging means, merely adjusting these gun 
wale-engaging means relative to the gunwales does not 
always provide sufficient securement between the lift 
ing device and the gunwales. 

SUMMARY 

The invention provides a lifting device in which the 
gunwale-engaging means can be clamped securely to 
the gunwales of dinghies of various widths. The gun 
wale-engaging or abutment means are carried by tele 
scoping tubular members, and the abutment means can 
be adjusted in accordance with the width of the dinghy. 
Thereafter, over-center latch means telescopingly re 
tract the tubular members so that the abutment means 
securely clamp the gunwales of the dinghy. Once the 
dinghy is clamped between the abutment means, the 
lifting device can be pivoted upwardly to raise thedin 
ghy out of the water, and latch means on the outer end 
of the lifting device can secure the outer end of the lift 
ing device to the cruiser. Since the dinghy is clamped 
between the abutment means, the dinghy is safely 
stowed even in rough water. The dinghy can be re 
leased merely by lowering the lifting device and releas 
ing the over-center latch means to unclamp the gun 
wales of the dinghy. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

The invention will be explained in conjunction with 
an illustrative embodiment shown in the accompanying 
drawing, in which i - 

FIG. 1 is a fragmentary perspective view of the stern 
of a cruiser equipped with the inventive lifting device 
showing the lifting device raising a dinghy from the wa 
ter; ' 

FIG. 2 is a view similar to FIG. 1 showing the lifting 
device and dinghy in the raised position; 
FIG. 3 is a perspective view showing the lifting device 

being secured to the dinghy; . 
FIG. 4 is a top plan view of the lifting device; 
FIG. 5 is a side view of the lifting device of FIG. 4 

showing the lifting device in a raised position in solid 
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2 
outline and in a lowered position in dotted outline; and 

FIG. 6. is an end view of the lifting device as would 
be seen along the line 6—6 of FIG. 4. 

DESCRIPTION OF SPECIFIC EMBODIMENT 

Referring now to the drawing, the numeral 10 desig 
nates generally a davit or lifting device which is 
mounted on the stern of a cabin cruiser 11 for raising 
and lowering a dinghy 12. In the illustration given the 
lifting device in mounted on'platform 13 which extends 
aft from the transom 14 of the stern, but the lifting de 
vice can be mounted directly on the transom, or it can 
be supported by some other mounting member, for ex 
ample, a dock or pier. - 

'As can be seen best in FIG. 4, the lifting device 10 
comprises a tubular frame 16 ‘which includes a U 
shaped tube 17 having a pair of side portions 18 and 19 
and an end portion 20 extending therebetween. An 
elongated outer tube 21 is telescopingly received 
within the side tube 18, and an elongated tube 22 is tel 
escopingly received within the side tube 19. A cross 
tube or brace 23 extends between the outer tubes 21 
and, 22 adjacent the outer ends thereof and is secured 
thereto by cylindrical sleeves 24 and 25. 
The outer ends of the outer tubes 21 and 22 are bent 

downwardly to form abutment or clamping portions 26 
and 27, respectively, and each of the clamping portions 
is provided with a resilient rubber or plastic sleeve 28 
similar to the hand grip of bicycle handlebars to pre 
vent damage to the dinghy. Abutment or clamping 
members 30 and 31 are mounted on the side tubes 18 
and 19, respectively. Each of these clamping members 
comprises a tubular sleeve 32 (FIG. 5) which is slidably 
mounted on the side tube and a downwardlyextending 
bar 33. Resilient sleeves 34 similar to the sleeves 28 are 
inserted over the bars 33, and cleat 35 is secured to the 
upper portion of each sleeve 32. The clamping bars 26, 
27 and 33 extend substantially perpendicularly to the 
side and outer tubes, but the bars of each associated 
pair 26-33 and 27-33 converge toward each other. 
An over-center latch 38 is pivotally secured to the 

side tube 19 adjacent the outer end thereof by means 
of an upwardly extending bracket 39 (FIG. 3) and a 
pivot pin 40. A link or rod 41 connects the latch 38 to 
the telescoping outer tube 22. Each end of the link 41 
is bent transversely to the remainder of the link, and 
one end extends through an opening in the latch to piv 
otally secure the link thereto and the other end extends 
into one of a series of longitudinally spaced openings 
42 in the tube 22 to pivotally secure the link to the 
tube. When the latch is pivoted to its outermost posi 
tion, i.e., the position in which it extends toward the 
end of the outer tube 22, the outer tube 22 is in its most 
extended position relative to the tube 19. As the latch 
is pivoted counterclockwise as viewed in FIG. 5, the 
link 41 and the tube 22 are drawn toward the inner end 
of the tube 19, and the tube 22 telescopingly retracts 
within the tube 19. The tube 22 continues to retract 
until just before the outer end of the latch engages the 
tube 19. Because the pivot 40 is spaced from the axis 
of the tubes 19 and 22, the end of the link 41 attached 
to the latch will pass over center before the latch en 
gages the tube 19, and the tube 22 will thereafter re 
tract. 
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An identical latch 38 is similarly pivotally mounted 
on the tube 18 and connected to the outer tube 21 by , 
a link 41. 
The lifting device is pivotally mounted on the plat 

form 13 by av pair of brackets 44, each of which in 
cludes a tubular sleeve 45 throughwhich the end tube 
20 passes ' and a ?at attaching portion 46 which is 
bolted to a beam 47. on the platform‘. The platform is 
omitted for clarity from FIG. 6. The lifting device can 
be raised and lowered between substantially horizontal 
and substantially vertical positions by ‘a person on the 
cruiser by means of. a line 48 which passes around a 
block 49 attached to the cross brace 23 and another 
block 50 secured to the transom. A rigid latch bar 51 
is pivotally mounted on the cross brace 23 by a sleeve 
52, and the other end of the bar 51 carries a latch 53 
which can be hooked to an eye ring 54 on the transom 
to hold the lifting device in the raised position illus 
trated in FIG. 2. ’ 

. Referring to FIG. 3, a dinghy 12 which is to be raised 
is ?rst brought alongside the stern of the cruiser so that 
the tubular frame can be lowered athwart the gunwales 
56 and 57 of the‘dinghy. The distance between the 
clamping members of the frame are adjusted so that the 
outer clamping members 26 and 27 extend aft of the 
outboard gunwale 56 and the clamping bars 33 extend 
forward of the inboard gunwale 57. This adjustment 
can be made by sliding the sleeves 32 along the side 
tubes 18 and 19 and by removing the links 41 of the 
over-center latch means from the openings 42 of the 
outer tubes to permit the outer tubes to extend or re 
tract. When the clamping members are positioned 
against the outer sides of the gunwales, each sleeve 32 
can be secured by a pin 58 which extends through the 
sleeve into one of a series of vlongitudinally spaced 
openings 59 (FIGS. 3 and 5) in the side tubes 18 and 
19, and each linkv4l can be inserted into the appropri 
ate opening 42 in the outer tube and when the latch 38 
is in its outermost position. Thereafter, each latch 38 
is pivoted over‘center into its locking position as illus 
trated in phantom in FIG. 3 to telescope the outer tubes 
and to clamp the gunwales between the clamping mem 
bers. The ‘gunwales have some inherent flexibility and 
are ?exed toward each other as each latch is pivoted 
toward the center position, and the resilience of the 
gunwales permits the gunwales to relax or return some 
what toward their original positions as the latch passes 
over center! However, the initial adjustment of the 
clamping members is such that the gunwales remain se 

. curely clamped between the clamping members when 
each latch is in vits locked position. - 
Movement of the clamping member 28 from the un 

locked or extended position to the locked or clamping 
position is illustrated in FIG. 5. When the latch 38 is 
pivoted clockwise to its outermost position, the clamp 
ing member 28 is in the extended position illustrated in 
phantom at 28". When the latch is pivoted counter 
clockwise to its over center position, the clamping 
member is retracted to the position illustrated in phan 
tom at 28' to clamp the dinghy shown in phantom at 
12’. i 

l have found that theover-center latching means pro 
vides suf?cient clamping force against the gunwales of 
the dinghy to securely stow the dinghy in almost any 
kind of weather that is likely to be encountered._How 
ever, if additional security is desired, a line 59 can be 
passed around the dinghy below each side of the lifting 
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frame and secured to the lifting frame. One end of each 
line 59 can be secured'to an eye hook 60 on the sleeve 
'25 and the other end of the line can be secured to the ‘ 
cleat 35 to hold the dinghy tightly. against the lifting 
frame. ' 

When both latches have been moved to their locking 
positions, the lifting frame can be raised from the stern 
of the cruiser‘by means of the line 48 to lift the dinghy 
from the water. When the lifting frame and the dinghy 
are raised to the upright position shown in FIG. 2, the 
latching bar 51 can be pivoted toward the transom so 
that the latch can be attached to the hook 54. Alterna 
tively, the line 48 can be secured to a cleat on the tran~ 
som, but [have found that the latching bar 51 relieves» 
the line 48 of tension and provides better securement 
by providingia rigid link which prevents movement of 
the lifting‘ frame either toward or away from the tran-' 
som. 

When the dinghy is to be lowered into the water, the 
latching bar 51 is disengaged from the hook 54, and the 
line 48 is paid out until the dinghy resets in the water. 
Thereafter, the latches 38 can be pivoted to the un 
locking positions to disengage the clamping members 
from the gunwales. If securing lines 59 are used, these 
are released prior to unlocking the latches. The lifting 
frame can then be raised by means of the line 48 to free 
the dinghy. If the cruiser is unattended, the lifting 
frame can be raised by a person on the platform 13 and 
secured by the latching bar, 51. 
Although the tubular members of the lifting frame 

shown in the speci?c embodiment illustrated are hol 
low and cylindrical, the tubular members can have a 
polygonal cross section and theinner tube of each pair 
of telescopingly related tubes can be solid. 
While in the foregoing speci?cation a detailed de 

scription of a specific embodiment of the invention was 
set forth for the purpose of illustration, it is to be under 
stood that many of the details hereingiven may be var 
ied considerably by those skilled in the art without de 
parting from the spirit and scope of the' invention. 

I claim: _ 

1. A dinghy lifting device for lifting a dinghy having 
inboard and outboard gunwales comprising a frame 
adapted to be pivotally secured to a mounting member 
for movement between raised and lowered positions, 
the frame including a pair of elongated telescoping tu 
bular members adapted to extend across the gunwales 
of the dinghy, each of the tubular members including 
?rst and second telescopingly engaged tubes, each of 
the ?rst tubes adapted to overlie the inboard gunwale 
of the dinghy when the dinghy is positioned alongside 
the mounting member and each of the second tubes 
adapted to overlie the outboard gunwale of the dinghy, 
abutment means on each of the ?rst tubes for engaging 
the inboard gunwale of the dinghy, abutment means on‘ 
each of the second tubes for engaging the outboard 
gunwale of the dinghy, and locking means for each 
elongated tubular member for varying the length of the 
tubular members, the locking means for each tubular 
member including an over-center latch pivotally se 
cured to one of the tubes of the tubular member and a 
link extending between the latch and the other tube of 
the tubular member whereby the gunwales of the din 
ghy can be clamped between the abutment means on 
the ?rst and second tubes and the dinghy can be lifte 
by the frame to the raised position. ' 
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2. The structure of claim 1 in which the abutment 
means on each of the ?rst tubes are adjustably secured 
thereto whereby the position of the abutment means 
along the length of the ?rst tubes can be varied. 

3. The structure of claim 1 in which each of said 
other tubes is provided with means for permitting the 
link of the locking means to be secured at selected posi 
tions along the length of the other tube. 

4. The structure of claim 1 including a cleat mounted 
on the abutment means on each of the ?rst tubes 
whereby a line can be passed around the dinghy adja 
cent each tubular member and secured by the cleat. 

5. The structure of claim 1 in which the frame in 
cludes brace means extending between the pair of tele 
scoping tubular members adjacent the outer ends 
thereof and rigid latch means on the brace means for 
releasably securing the brace means to the mounting 
member when the frame is in the raised position. 

6. The structure of claim 5 in which the latch means 
includes an elongated rigid latch bar pivotally secured 
to the brace means. 

7. A dinghy lifting device comprising a generally U 
shaped tubular member having a pair of elongated gen 
erally parallel side tubes and an end tube extending 
transversely between the side tubes, an outer tube tele 
scopingly connected to each of the side tubes, abut 
ment means on each side tube extending generally per 
pendicularly from the side tube, each abutment means 
being adjustably mounted on the associated side tube 
for longitudinal movement therealong, abutment 
means on each outer tube adjacent the outer end 
thereof extending generally perpendicularly to the 
outer tube, an over-center latch pivotally mounted on 
each side tube adjacent the outer end thereof, a link 
pivotally secured to each outer tube and engageable 
with the over-center latch on the associated side tube, 
pivotal movement of each latch toward the end tube 
causing telescoping retraction of the associated outer 
tube relative to the side tube whereby the distance be 
tween the abutment means on the outer tube and the 
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side tube is decreased. ‘ 

8. The structure of claim 7 including a cleat mounted 
on the abutment means on each side tube whereby a 
line can be passed around the dinghy and secured by 
the cleat. 

9. The structure of claim 7 including a brace extend 
ing transversely between the outer tubes and rigid latch 
means secured to the brace for releasably securing the 
brace to a cruiser. 

10. A dinghy lifting device comprising a generally U 
shaped tubular member having a pair of elongated gen 
erally parallel side tubes and an end tube extending 
transversely between the side tubes, an outer tube tele 
scopingly connected to each of the side tubes, each of... 
the outer tubes being provided with a plurality of longi 
tudinally spaced openings, abutment means on each _ 
side tube extending generally perpendicularly from the 
side tube, each abutment means being adjustably 
mounted on the associated side tube for longitudinal 
movement therealong, abutment means on each outer 
tube adjacent the outer end thereof extending generally 
perpendicularly to the outer tube, an over-center latch 
pivotally mounted on each side tube adjacent the outer 
end thereof,‘ a link pivotally secured to each outer tube 
and engageable with the over-center latch on the asso 
ciated side tube, the link associated with each outer 
tube being selectively engageable with each of the 
openings in the outer tube to vary the length of the 
outer tube extending from the associated side tube, piv 
otal movement of each latch toward the end tube caus 
ing telescoping retraction of the associated outer tube 
relative to the side tube whereby the distance between 
the abutment means on the outer tube and the side tube 
is decreased. 

11. The structure of claim 10 including a brace ex 
tending transversely between the outer tubes and rigid 
latch means secured to the brace for releasably secur 
ing the brace to a cruiser. 

* * * * * 


