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[57] ABSTRACT 
A shirt collar comprising superposed fabric layers 
stitched together along their edges, and a channel at 
an edge of the collar adjacent to one or each collar 
point through which water and dirt between the fabric 
layers can ?ow out freely from between the fabric lay 
ers when the shirt is hung to dry. The channel may be 
de?ned by a discontinuity in the stitching along the 

‘ edge of the collar, by a short tube incorporated in the 
edge of the collar, or by a perforated tubular collar 
stay. 

6 Claims, 7 Drawing 
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1 
SHIRT COLLAR HAVING A DRAINAGE CHANNEL 

This invention relates to shirt collars, and more par 
ticularly to shirt collars for use with so-called “wash 
and drip dry“ shirts. 
Such shirts are generally made of polyester ?ber or 

a combination of polyester and cotton ?bers, and if 
hung on a hanger while wet they dry to a wrinkle-free 
condition. ‘ 

It has been found that long before such shirts become 
worn out, dark discolorations appear at the tips of the 
collar making the collar so unsightly that the shirt can 

' not be worn further. The discoloration is caused by ari 
accumulation of particles of insoluble dust, greasy par~ 
ticles, and bits of hair. During the washing process, 
these elements are washed through the interstices of 
the fabric into the space between the fabric layers com 
prising the collar. As water runs down the collar and 
drips off the collar points, during the drying process, 
the particles are carried by the water to the interior of 
the collar points and are trapped there. 

It is an object of the present invention to overcome 
this problem by providing a drainage path at or near 
each collar point through which water and particles be 
tween the fabric layers of the collar are free to flow out 
of the space between the collar layers. 

It is a further object of the invention to provide such 
drainage paths in shirt collars without increasing their 
cost of manufacture, or at the most increasing the cost 
by an insigni?cant amount. 
Additional objects and features of the invention will 

be apparent from the following description in which 
reference is made to the accompanying drawings. 

In the drawings: 
FIG. 1 is a front view of a shirt collar and part of a 

shirt to which it is attached; 
FIG. 2 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view taken 

along line 2—-2 of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a fragmentary perspective view of one end 

of a shirt collar formed according to the present inven 
tion; 
FIG. 4 is a view similar to FIG. 3 showing an alterna 

tive embodiment of the invention; 
FIG. 5 is a view similar to FIG. 3 showing another al 

ternative embodiment of the invention; 
FIG. 6 is a perspective view of a collar stay, accord 

ing to the present invention, employed in the embodi 
ment of FIG. 5; and 
FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional view taken along line 7—7 

of FIG. 6. , 

FIG. 1 illustrates a shirt 10 having a collar 11, the 
edges of the collar converging toward collar points 12. 

As illustrated in FIG. 2, a typical collar may be 
formed of two superposed layers of fabric 13 and 14 
initially joined along their edges by stitching 15. After 
the sewing of stitching 15 has been completed, the fab 
ric layers 13 and 14 are reversed so that the seam de 
fined by stitching 15 is inside the collar, as are the mar 
gins 16 and 17 of the fabric layers. Thereafter, another 
sewing operation provides stitching 18 along a line 
spaced a short distance from the edge of the collar. 
As the shirt 10 is washed, water is washed through 

the fabric layers 13 and 14 into the space 21 between 
the layers. The washwater carries with it particles of 
dirt and pieces of hair. As the shirt drip dries, water 
?ows downwardly through space 21 toward the collar 
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points 12. Although the water is free to pass through 
the fabric and stitching, the dirt and hair 22 are trapped 
by the stitching 18 and portions of the fabric layers 13 
and 14 de?ning the collar points. In time, enough dirt 
accumulates to darken the collar points. 
FIG. 3 shows a portion of a shirt collar 11a made ac 

cording to the present invention. The stitching 18 along 
the edges of the collar is made discontinuous so as to 
de?ne a space 23, between the ends of the converging 
lines of stitching, adjacent to the collar point 12. The 
stitching 15 will also be eliminated in the space 23, and 
preferably the margins 16 and 17 are also eliminated in 
the space 23. As a result, an open channel or drainage 
path 24 is provided through which the space 21 be 
tween the fabric layers of the collar communicates with 
the exterior of the collar. 
When a shirt having a collar as illustrated in FIG. 3 

is hung to dry, water-carried dirt particles in the space 
21 ?ow downwardly, and when they reach the collar 
point 12, they are free to flow out of channel 24 along 
with the water. As a result, the accumulation of dirt 
particles at the collar point 12 is eliminated. 
The shirt collar of FIG. 4 is identical to the one 

shown in FIG. 3, except that in the space 23 between 
the layers 13 and 14 a short tube 27 is provided. Tube 
27 is open at both ends and de?nes the channel through 
which water and dirt in the space 21 can ?ow out from 
that space. Tube 27 is rigid in the sense that it is sub 
stantial enough to retain its shape, which may be ?at 
tened or eliptical in cross-section. The tube may be 
formed of a suitable metal or plastic. In FIG. 4 tube 27 
is shown held in place by friction, i.e., it simply fits 
tightly between the layers 13 and 14 and the ends of 
lines of stitching 18. However, in the alternative, stitch 
ing 18 could go right through tube 27 so that it is held 
in place by a number of such stitches. While such 
stitches would extend across the ?ow passage through 
the tube, they would not block the flow passage suf? 
ciently to prevent the dirt particles from passing 
through the tube. It is contemplated that tube 27 may 
be formed of a thin plastic rigid enough to maintain its 
shape but which can be pierced by the needle of a sew 
ing machine to effect its attachment to the collar. Al 
tematively, the tube may be furnished with holes in its 
wall through which stitches can pass, or it can be ce 
mented in place with a suitable adhesive. 

Shirt collar 110 of FIG. 5 represents another embodi 
ment of the present invention. According to this em 
bodiment, a collar stay 29 of special character is ar 
ranged between the fabric layers 13 and 14, the stay 
being shown more clearly in FIGS. 6 and 7. Stay 29 is 
a ?attened tubular element open at both ends and pro 
vided with perforations 30 in its walls. One end 31 of 
the stay 29 is arranged at the point 12 of the collar, the 
layers 13 and 14 being unattached at the point so that 
end 31 communicates with the exterior of the collar. 
Stay 29 may be formed of material as described above 
with respect to tube 27, and may be held in place by 
stitching 18 passing through it, or in any other suitable 
manner. It will be appreciated that water and dirt parti 
cles flowing toward point 12 will flow through perfora 
tions 30 into the interior of stay 29 and out through the 
end 31 of the stay. 
The invention has been shown and described in pre 

ferred fon'n only, and by way of example, and many 
variations may be made in the invention which will still 
be comprised within its spirit. It is understood, there 
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fore, that the invention is not limited to any speci?c 
form or embodiment except insofar as such limitations 
are included in the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
l. A shirt collar comprising at least two superposed 

layers of water-permeable fabric secured together 
along their edges by stitching; the edges of said fabric 
layers converging to de?ne points of the collar; said 
stitching extending along paths which converge at each 
collar point; and a channel at an edge of said collar, 
contiguous with the point of intersection of the paths 
along which said stitching extends, through which 
water and water-carried particles between said fabric 
layers can ?ow out freely from between said layers. 

2. A shirt collar as defined in claim 1 including one 
of said channels adjacent to each point of the collar. 

3. A shirt collar as de?ned in claim 1 wherein said 
channel is defined by a discontinuity in said stitching 
leaving said layers unattached for a short distance 
along their edges. 

4. A shirt collar comprising at least two superposed 
layers of water-permeable fabric secured together 
along their edges by stitching, the edges of said fabric 

10 

25 

30 

35 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

4 
layers converging to define points of the collar, and a 
channel at an edge of said collar adjacent to one of its 
points through which water and water-carried particles 
between said fabric layers can flow out freely from be 
tween said layers, said channel comprising a rigid tube 
between said fabric layers, one end of said tube lying 
along an edge of the collar. 

v5. A shirt collar comprising at least two superposed 
layers of water-permeable fabric secured together 
along their edges by stitching, the edges of said fabric 
layers converging to de?ne points of the collar, and a 
channel at an edge of said collar adjacent to one of its 
points through which water and water-carried particles 
between said fabric layers can flow out freely from be 
tween said layers, said channel comprising a collar stay 
between said fabric layers, one end of said stay extend 
ing to a point of the collar, said stay being a rigid tube. 

6. A shirt collar as de?ned in claim 5 wherein the wall 
of said tube is perforated to permit water to flow into 
said tube. 

* * * * * 


