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[5 7] ABSTRACT 
A ?sherman‘s rod support has a hermetically-sealed 
telescopic boom connected to a post by an adjustable 
mounting. The post has a pro?led plate cross member 
towards its pointed lower end to facilitate secure erec 
tion. The adjustable mounting includes a mounting 
shaft adjustably secured to the post by a ?rst clamp 
member and the boom is carried by a second clamp 
member journalled on said shaft. Both clamp members 
are controlled by a common actuating member. 

7 Claims, 3 Drawing Figures 
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ROD SUPPORTS 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

This invention concerns rod supports for use in sup 
porting ?shermen’s rods. 
Simple supports, such as crotches, are known, but 

while they are of utility they lack versatility. More ver 
satile supports have been proposed, but such supports 
are often complex, require a lot of setting up, and are 
sometimes unreliable. 
An object of the invention is to provide an improved 

rod support. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In accordance with one feature of a preferred em 
bodiment of the invention, a rod support comprises an 
adjustable mounting which connects a boom to a post, 
said adjustable mounting having a ?rst clamp member 
through which passes a mounting shaft. A second 
clamp member is located about the mounting shaft be 
tween the ?rst clamp member and a clamping head of 
the mounting shaft. An actuating member threadably 
engages a threaded end of the mounting shaft, 
whereby, in use, causes the clamp members to engage 
and hold said boom and post more tightly as the clamp 
ing head is drawn towards the actuating member by ro 
tation of the latter. 
More speci?cally, in one aspect, the invention pro 

vides a fisherman’s rod support comprising a post 
adapted to be erected in an upstanding position, a 
boom, rod rest and locating means carried by said 
boom, and an adjustable mounting connecting said 
boom to said post. The adjustable mounting includes a 
mounting shaft, ?rst and second clamp members, and 
an actuating member. The mounting shaft has a 
threaded portion and, spaced from the threaded por 
tion, a clamping head ?ts upon the post so that the 
mounting shaft projects laterally therefrom and co 
operates with said ?rst clamp member to hold the 
mounting shaft in adjusted position on said post. The 
second clamp member is journalled on the mounting 
shaft intermediate the clamping head and the threaded 
portion and serves to hold and support the boom on the 
mounting shaft. The actuating member threadably en 
gages said threaded portion so as to be operable, upon 
rotation, selectively to increase or decrease gripping 
interengagement of the aforesaid component parts of 
the adjustable mounting thereby to enable the angular 
elevation of the boom and height of the mounting on 
the post to be adjusted and set as required. 
The actuating member is preferably a large knob 

shaped so as to be easily gripped by a gloved hand. 
In accordance with another feature of a preferred 

embodiment of the invention, a rod support comprises 
a boom adjustably mounted on a post, said post having 
a pointed end for insertion into the ground and near to 
the pointed end a longitudinally-extending transverse 
plate or cross member which enables the post either to 
be firmly driven into the ground or secured by fasteners 
to a ?xed mounting. 
The plate or cross member preferably tapers in 

width, to a point or minimum, towards the pointed end 
of the post, and at the other end, the plate or cross 
member is preferably ?anged to provide foot abut 
ments. 
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2 
In accordance with a third feature of a preferred em 

bodiment of the invention, a ?shierman’s rod support 
comprises a telescopic boom, said boom having a main 
tube with a handle at one end, an extension tube which 
is slidably located in the main tube, a resilient sleeve at 
the junction of these tubes, and plugs or like means to 
close or obstruct the ends of the boom so that there is 
pneumatic resistance to change of length of the boom. 

A resilient rod fork or other rod locator may serve 
also to close or obstruct one end of the boom, and the 
handle may close or obstruct the other end. 
The rod support of the invention may further com 

prise a retractable locator, for the butt of a ?shing rod, 
which is secured, preferably by a clamp, to the post or 
boom, adjacent the junction thereof. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 

The invention will be described further, by way of ex 
ample, with reference to the accompanying drawings, 
wherein: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a typical?sherman’s 

rod support constructed in accordance with the inven 
tion; 
FIG. 2 is a vertical sectional view of an adjustable 

mounting of the rod support; and 
FIG. 3 is a small scale side elevation showing, dia 

grammatically, the rod support in use. 

DESCRIPTION OF SPECIFIC EMBODIMENT 

Referring to the drawings, the rod support illustrated 
therein comprises a boom 10 secured by an adjustable 
mounting 11 upon a post 12. 
The boom 10 is telescopic and comprises a main tube 

13, an extension tube 14 of lesser diameter and thick 
ness than the main tube 13, a stepped sleeve 15 of plas 
tics or rubber shrouding and sealing the junction of the 
tubes 13 and 14, a forked resilient rod rest and locator 
16 which closes the extreme end of the extension tube 
14, and a handle 17 which closes the end of the main 
tube 13 adjacent the mounting 11. 
The adjustable mounting l 1 comprises a clamp mem 

ber 20, formed of resilient sheet metal, which provides 
a split collar embracingly engaging the main tube 13 
and a cross bore through spaced apart laterally project 
ing limbs 21, 21, in which is journalled a mounting shaft 
22, and a stop clamp member 23 comprising a tubular 
sleeve surrounding a clamping head portion 24 of the 
mounting shaft 22. The stop clamp member 23 and 
head 24 are apertured to provide normally co-axial 
transverse bores to receive and accommodate the post 
12 so that the mounting shaft 22 projects laterally 
therefrom. A knob 25, constituting an actuating mem— 
ber, is provided to engage a screw threaded end portion 
26 of the shaft 22, and a washer 27 is provided between 
the knob and the member 20. 
As shown, clamp member 23 has, at its one end, an 

axially projecting frustro-conical protrusion 80 which 
locates in abutting engagement with a countersunk re 
cess 81 of the cross bore through the adjacent limb 21 
of clamp member 20, thereby controlling the point of 
application of pressure to the latter when the compo 
nent parts of the mounting 11 are clamped together by 
operating the knob 25 to increase their gripping inter 
engagement. 
The post 12 is of tubular form and has, at the end re 

mote from the mounting l l, a ?attened spear point 30. 
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Adjacent to but spaced above the spear point 30 is a 
transverse plate-like cross member 31 which extends 
longitudinally of the post 12 and is secured thereto. 
This plate member 31 is disposed in a plane substan 
tially perpendicular to the spear point, as shown, and 
it is tapered at its end portion 32 adjacent the point 30. 
The other, upper, end portion is ?anged to provide foot 
abutments 33. Apertures 34 are provided in the mem 
ber 31. 
A retractable locator 40 is provided for the rod sup 

port at the end of the post 12 remote from the point 30. 
The locator 40 comprises a shaped semaphore arm 41, 
a bracket 42 embracing the tube 12 and a bolt and wing 
nut 43 (or captive nut and wing bolt) to clamp the 
bracket and arm in required positions. 

In use, the rod support may be opened up from a stor 
age condition, wherein the boom tubes 13 and 14 are 
telescoped and stowed alongside the post 12 together 
with the semaphore arm 41, simply by releasing i.e., 
partially unscrewing, the knob 25. 
The rod support is then set up in position simply by 

driving the post 12 into the ground 50 (FIG. 3), pointed 
end ?rst, using the foot abutments 33 if necessary, by 
extending the boom 10, against its inherent frictional 
and pneumatic resistance, to the required length, by 
setting the height of the mounting 11 on the post 12 
and swinging the boom up about the shaft 22 until the 
required angular elevation is reached, and by then 
tightening up the adjustable mounting by means of the 
knob 25. 
Most ?shermen will then usually use the rod support 

simply by resting the rod 51 in the locator 16 and hold 
ing the butt of the rod. However, by releasing and sub 
sequently retightening the wing nut or bolt 43, the arm 
41 may be swung out to the horizontal, and the butt 52 
of the rod 51 may be rested thereon. 
The depth of penetration required for ?rmly erecting 

and establishing the post 12 will vary according to the 
softness of the ground. In hard ground only the point 
30 and the tube portion immediately adjacent thereto 
need be embedded, but in marshy ground the point, 
tube and the whole of the plate-like member 31, up to 
the abutments 33, may be embedded to take advantage 
of the large surface area thereof to provide support 
which is enhanced by the relative positioning of said 
plate 31 and point 30. 

Finally, if the man is fishing from a hard standing, a 
vehicle, a pier or other place where embedding of the 
post is inconvenient or impossible, the plate-like mem 
ber 31 may be bolted to a support structure above 
ground, such as, for example, a plate 53 anchored upon 
a creel 54 at a suitable height, as shown in broken out 
line in FIG. 3. 
The invention is not con?ned to the precise details of 

any of the foregoing description and includes many 
modi?cations within its scope as de?ned in the ap 
pended claims. For instance, any suitable adjustable 
coupling may be used which permits at least rotational 
adjustment, but which can preferably also provide for 
longitudinal adjustment of the relative positions of post 
and boom. The cross member or plate like member 
may be shaped as required, e.g., it may provide the 
point for the post. 
Also more than one extension member or tube may 

be provided, and the ends of the boom may merely be 
obstructed by perforate plugs. 
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The plate-like member may be secured, in use, to any 

suitable ?xed or movable support e.g., a chair, a gun 
wale, or a railing, by means ofa further plate and bolts, 
or as required. 
Any suitable materials may be used, but aluminum 

alloy and resilient plastics are preferred for the struc 
tural parts and the handle, locators and sleeve, respec 
tively. 

I claim: 
1. A ?sherman’s rod support comprising: 
a. a post adapted to be erected in an upstanding posi 

tion 
b. a boom 
c. rod rest and locating means carried by said boom, 
and 

d. an adjustable mounting connecting said boom to 
said post, 

e. said adjustable mounting including a mounting 
shaft, first and second clamp members, and an ac 
tuating member, 

f. said mounting shaft having a threaded portion and, 
spaced from the threaded portion, a clamping head 
which ?ts upon the post so that the mounting shaft 
projects laterally therefrom and co-operates with 
said ?rst clamp member to hold the mounting shaft 
in adjusted position on said post, 

g. said second clamp member being journalled on the 
mounting shaft intermediate the clamping head 
and the threaded portion and serving to hold and 
support the boom on the mounting shaft, 

h. said actuating member being threadably engaged 
with said threaded portion so as to be operable, 
upon rotation, selectively to increase or decrease 
gripping inter-engagement of the aforesaid compo 
nent parts of the adjustable mounting thereby to 
enable the angular elevation of the boom and 
height of the mounting on the past to be adjusted 
and set as required, 

. said second clamp member comprises a split collar 
embracing the boom and having a pair of spaced 
apart, laterally projecting, ?rst and second limbs 
provided with a transverse bore in which the 
mounting shaft is journalled, 

j. said limbs being resiliently compressible towards 
one another by clamping pressure applied by the 
actuating member in co-operation with the ?rst 
clamp member thereby to draw the split collar into 
gripping engagement with the boom and hold said 
second clamp member in set angular position on 
the mounting shaft, 

k. said ?rst clamp member comprises an axially 
movable tubular sleeve surrounding the clamping 
head of the mounting shaft and in abutting engage 
ment with said ?rst limb of the second clamp mem 
ber, and wherein transverse bores are provided in 
said tubular sleeve and in said clamping head which 
align substantially co-axially and accommodate the 
post. 

2. A ?sherman’s rod support as de?ned in claim 1 
wherein 

the transverse bore through said ?rst limb of the sec 
ond clamp member has a countersunk recess and 

the sleeve of the ?rst clamp member has an axially 
projecting frustro-conical protrusion which locates 
in abutting engagement in said countersunk recess. 
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3. A ?sherman’s rod support as de?ned in claim 1, 
wherein 

the boom has a telescopic construction and com 
prises a main tube, an extension tube slidably lo 
cated in the main tube, a resilient sealing sleeve ?t 
ted over the junction of said main tube and exten 
sion tube, and closure means at the ends of the 
boom whereby the interior of said tubes is substan 
tially hermetically sealed so as to provide pneu 
matic resistance to charge of length of said ‘boom. 

4. A ?sherrnan’s rod support as defined in claim 1, 
wherein ' 

the post has a pointed lower end for insertion into the 
ground and has a longitudinally-extending trans 
verse plate providing a supporting blade adjacent 
said lower end for use in soft ground. 

5. A ?sherman’s rod support as de?ned in claim 4, 
wherein 

the transverse plate has a reinforced upper edge to 
provide a foot abutment to facilitate driving into 
ground and has a plurality of apertures to receive 
fastening devices for alternatively securing the post 
to a support structure above ground. 

6. A ?sherman’s rod support as de?ned in claim 5, 
wherein 

said transverse plate has lower edge portions conver 
gent towards said post and is spaced above the 
pointed lower end of the post, and, 

said pointed lower end comprises an axially 
extending flat spear point in substantially perpen 
dicular alignment to the plane of the transverse 
plate. 

7. A fisherman’s rod support comprising: 
a. a post adapted to be erected in an upstanding posi 

tlon, 
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b. a boom having a telescopic construction and in 

cluding a main tube, an extension tube slidably lo 
cated in the main tube, a resilient sealing sleeve ?t 
ted over the junction of said main tube and exten? 
sion tube, and closure means at the ends of the 
boom whereby the interior of said tubes is substan 
tially hermetically sealed so as to provide pneu 
matic resistance to change of length of said boom. 

c. a rod rest and locating means carried by said 
boom, and 

d. an adjustable mounting connecting said boom to 
said post, 

e. said adjustable mounting including a mounting 
shaft, ?rst and second clamp members, and an ac 
tuating member, - 
said mounting shaft having a threaded portion and, 
spaced from the threaded portion, a clamping head 
which ?ts upon the post so that the mounting shaft 
projects laterally therefrom and co-operates with 
said ?rst clamp member to hold the mounting shaft 
in adjusted position on said post, 

g. said second clamp member being journalled on the 
mounting shaft intermediate the clamping head 
and the threaded portion and serving to hold and 
support the boom on the mounting shaft, and 

h. said actuating member being threadably engaged 
with said threaded portion so as to be operable, 
upon rotation, selectively to increase or decrease 
gripping inter-engagement of the aforesaid compo 
nent parts of the adjustable mounting thereby to 
enable the angular elevation of the boom and 
height of the mounting on the post to be adjusted 
and set as required. 

* * * * * 


