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[57] .’ , ABSTRACT 

A portable imprinter comprises two covers joined by a 
?exible hinge withv ?rst and second receptacles for em 
bossed cards placed on the inside surface of one cover 

I and overlaid by a third receptacle for a sales ticket. 
Information on the cards placed in the ?rst and sec 
ond receptacles is transferred to the sales ticket by 
rubbing the sales ticket with an imprinting tool carried 
in the imprinter. 

7 Claims, 7' Drawing Figures 
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PORTABLE IMPRINTER 

This is a continuation, of U.S. Pat. application Ser. 
No. 104,649, ?led Jan. 7, 1971, now abandoned. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
This invention relates to imprinters and in particular 

to a portable imprinter for transferring the embossed 
characteristics on a credit card to a sales ticket. 

2. Prior Art _ 

As purchase of goods on credit becomes more popu 
lar, improved techniques for quickly and accurately 
transferring the embossed information on a' credit card 
to a sale’s record to be retained by the seller are crucial 
factors in increasing the ef?ciency of sales personnel 
and in lowering the cost of doing business. To speed the 
sale of merchandise on credit, imprinting machines 
have been developed which allow the transfer of the 
embossed information from a credit card to a sales 
ticket by placing the sales ticket above the credit card 
on a plate and then running a roller across the sales 
ticket to transfer the embossed information on the 
credit card to the sales ticket. While ef?cient, such 
prior art imprinting machines have the drawback that 
they are not portable. Usually these imprinting ma 
chines are ?xed to the sales counter and are not of a 
shape to be easily carried from one place to another. 
Thus sales on credit usually are limited to areas pos 
sessing an imprinting machine. Moreover,>such im 
printing machines are relatively expensive and contain 
moving parts which require maintenance. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

This invention on the other hand, overcomesthese 
limitations of the prior art imprinting machine. This in 
vention makes'it possible for individuals, such as door 
to-door salesmen, without ready access to an imprint 
ing machine, to transfer the embossed information on 
a credit card to a sales ticket easily and conveniently. 
Consequently, credit cards can be used to make pur 
chases in a wide variety of locations where heretofore 
such sales were not possible. 
According to this invention, a portable imprinter 

comprises a piece of material containing on one surface 
thereof a ?rst and a second receptacle for holding cards 
containing embossed information. A third receptacle 
overlying the ?rst two receptacles holds the material to 
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which the embossed information is -to be transferred. ' 
Covering'that portion of the material to which the em 
bossed information is to be transferred is a transpar 
ency. An imprinting tool is provided to be rubbed over 
the transparency thereby to transfer the embossed in 
formation on the ?rst and second cards to the receiving 
material. - I - ' 

When used to make credit sales of merchandise, the 
?rst and second receptacles are particularly suitable for 
holding embossed cards identifying the purchaser and 
the seller of the merchandise. In this situation, the third 
receptacle holds the sales ticket to which the embossed 
information on the cards in the ?rst and second recep 
tacles is to be transferred. The transparency is arranged 
so as not to cover those portions of the sales ticket on 
which a description of the merchandiseis written and 
which the customer signs. 

In one embodiment, the portable imprinter of this in 
vention comprises two folding covers. The ?rst and sec 
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0nd receptacles for the credit card and seller’s card are 
located on the inside surface of one cover. The recepta 
cle for the receipt vof the sales ticket is located above 
the ?rst and second receptacles. On the inside of the 
other cover is a pocket for receipt of extra sales tickets 
and receipts. The imprinting tool is placed in a pocket 
adjacent the ?rst and second receptacles. 
When the two covers of the portable imprinter of this 

invention are closed, the imprinter ?ts in the inside 
jacket pocket of the salesman. The imprinter of this in 
vention is thin —— when closed it is at most about 1/2 inch 
thick and thismaximum thickness is only in that por 
tion adjacent the imprinting tool —- and resembles a 
wallet. Typically, an imprinter constructed according 
to the principles of this invention is approximately four 
inches wide and 8% inches long. It can, of course, as 
sume awide variety of other dimensions, as desired. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIGS. la and 1b show isometric views of the im 
printer of this invention with the two covers open and 
of the imprinting tool respectively; 
FIGS. 2a and 2b are cross-sectional views showing 

the receptacles for receipt of the credit card, the sell 
er’s identi?cation card, and a sales ticket without and 
with the embossed cards and sales ticket; and 
FIGS. 3a through 3c illustrate the way in which the 

vportable imprinter of this invention is used. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

For convenience,'the portable imprinter of this in 
vention will be described in conjunction with its use to 
record on a .sales ticket embossed information on a 
credit card. This imprinter is, of course, not limited to 
vuse with credit cards but can be used to transfer infor 
mation embossed on a wide variety of cards to other 
materials. _ c 

As shown in FIG. 1, the portable imprinter 10 of this 
invention includes covers 11 and 12 ?exibly joined by 
a hinge 25. Typically hinge 25 is a more flexible portion 
of the same material comprising covers 11 and '12 al 
though, of course, hinge 25 can be of any suitable con 
struction. Covers 11 and 12 are, in one embodiment, 
?exible enough to conform to the inner pocket of a 
jacket but hard enough to support writing. These cov 
ers can, however, if desired be completely ?exible but 
then the portable imprinter is best used on a ?rm sup 
port surface. Alternatively, these covers can be of a 
hard material, such as a metal or hard plastic. Use of 
at least a moderately stiff material allows the imprinter 
to be held in a hand while being used and avoids the ne 
cessity of a support surface. 
Contained on the inside surface of cover 12 is a ?rst 

receptacle '16 for holding a credit card 27 (FIGS. 3a 
and 2b) containing information identifying the cus 
tomer. Typically, the credit card 27 contains in raised 
letters the customer’s name, address, identi?cation 
number and any other essential or desired information. 
Receptacle 17 holds the salesman’s identi?cation card 
28. Likewise, this card identifies the salesman in raised 
letters and numbers. The customer’s credit card 27, 
with the embossments facing away from the inner sur 
face of cover 12, is inserted into receptacle l6 beneath 
side 16a of this receptacle in the direction of arrow 
16b. The salesman’s identi?cation card 28, also with its 
embossments facing away from the inner surface of 
cover 12, is inserted‘ into receptacle l7 beneath side I 
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17a in the direction of arrow 17b (See FIGS. 3a and 
2b). Of course, these cards can be inserted from other 
directions if desired and the receptacles are so ar 
ranged. Both receptacles consist of annular bands of 
material to surround and retain the edges of the cards 
and leave uncovered the embossed information on the 
cards. By “annular band” is meant a closed band of ma 
terial of any shape although, in general, the shape is 
rectangular. All sides but one of each annular band are 
?rmly attached at their outer edges to the inside ‘sur 
face of cover 12. Sides 16a and 17a, however, are not 
attached to this surface and thus allow cards to be slid 
underneath these sides into the corresponding recepta 
cles. - 

Overlying receptacles l6 and 17 is transparent cover 
18. The material 26, typically a sales ticket, to which 
the embossed information on the cards 27 and 28 in re 
ceptacles l6 and 17, respectively (FIGS. 2b and 3a), is 
to be transferred, is inserted between the bottom sur 
face of transparent cover 18 (F IGS. 2b and 3b) and the 
top surfaces of the cards. The embossments 27a and 
280 (F IG. 2b) on cards 27 and 28, respectively, contact 
directly the bottom surface of the sales ticket. . 
To transfer the information embossed on the credit 

card 27 and seller’s identi?cation card 28 to the sales 
ticket, the salesman takes imprinting tool 15 from 
pocket 14 (FlG. la) and rubs, as shown in FIG. 30, 
across the top surface of transparent cover 18. Tool 15 
(FIG. lb) possesses a spoon-like bowl 15a on the end, 
of handle 15b and is of a hard material. The salesman 
presses the convex surface of bowl 15a over transpar 
ency 18. The information contained in the raised charT 
acters on credit card 27 and seller’s identi?cation card 
28 is transferred by means of carbon paper contained 
within the sales ticket to the sales ticket. While rollers 
and plates were also tried in place of tool 15, these 
other implements were not satisfactory. 
The salesman can observe the transfer of information 

through transparency 18. Transparency l8 prevents 
the wrinkling of sales ticket 26 due to rubbing. With a 
wrinkle-proof sales ticket transparency l8can be omit 
ted. A portion of receptacle 18 can be retained, how 
ever. to prevent sales ticket 26 from moving while 
being rubbed. 
The salesman writes a description of the merchandise 

purchasedand the price on the right-hand-side 26b of 
sales ticket 26. The customer signs the right-hand-side 
26b of the sales ticket and receives a receipt for his re 
cords. The salesman then removes the sales ticket 26 
from beneath transparent cover 18 and, if he desires, 
deposits it in pocket 13 formed on the inner surface of 
cover 11. _ ' 

The portable imprinter described is light in weight, 
easily manufactured at a low cost and conveniently 
used. It extends the services which can be offered to the ‘ 
public on credit by making it possible for individuals 
who do not have ready access to more complicated im 
printing machines to make sales on credit. 

It should be noted that if desired, receptacle 17 for 
the seller's identi?cation card can be omitted and this 
information can be directly embossed on the inside sur 
face of cover 12. This embossed information would be 
identical in appearance to the embossed information 
on card 28 as shown in FlG. 3a. FIG. 3a thus also de 
picts this'embodiment. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A portable imprinter comprising: 
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surface thereof. 

4 
?rst cover means possessing an inside surface and an 

outside surface; 
?rst receptacle means, attached to the inside surface 
of the ?rst cover means, for receipt of at least one 
embossed card; 

an additional receptacle means, attached to the in 
side surface of said ?rst cover means and overlying 
the ?rst receptacle means, for receiving material 
upon which to record the information represented 
by the embossments on the at least one embossed 
card; 

means for transferring the information represented 
by the embossments on the at least one embossed 
card placed in the ?rst receptacle means to the ma 
terial, said means for transferring comprising a 
spoon-like bowl of a hard material attached to a 
handle, the convex surface of said spoon-like bowl 
being suitable for being rubbed over the top sur 
face of said additional receptacle means to transfer 
the information represented by the embossments 
on the cards to said material, said means for trans 
ferring being supportable by the hand during the 
transfer of information from the at least one em 
bossed card to said material; 

second cover means possessing an inside surface and 
an outside surface; 

second receptacle means, attached to the inside sur 
face of said second cover means, for receipt of the 
material upon which the information represented 
by the embossments of the at least one embossed 
card is recorded; 

hinge means connecting the ?rst cover means to the 
> second cover means, said hinge means comprising 

a more flexible portion of the same material from 
which said ?rst and second cover means are 
formed, said hinge means being such that said sec 
ond cover means can be rotated 180° from a posi 
tion where the inside surface of the ?rst cover 
means is disposed adjacent and substantially paral 
lel to the inside surface of the second cover means 

' to a position where the second cover means is in 
the same plane as the ?rst cover means. 

-2. Structure as in claim 1 wherein the portable im 
printer is at most about one-half inch thick, four inches 
wide, and eight and one-half inches long when the sec 
ond cover means is disposed in a position adjacent and 
substantially parallel to the ?rst cover means. 

3, Structure as in claim 1 wherein said ?rst receptacle 
means comprises: 

, a ?rst receptacle for receipt of a ?rst card containing 
embossed information; and 

a second receptacle for receipt of a second card con 
taining embossed information. 

4. Structure as in claim 1 wherein said additional re 
ceptacle means comprises a transparent surface so that 
the information transferred to said material from said 
at least one card in said ?rst receptacle means is readily 
visible. 

5. Structure as in claim 1 wherein said .?rst cover 
means contains on vsaid inside surface a second addi 
tional receptacle means for receipt of said means for 
transferring. 

6. Structure as in claim 3 wherein each of said ?rst 
receptacle means comprises a closed band of material 
rectangular in shape, attached at its outside edge to the 
inside surface of said ?rst cover means on all sides ex 
cept one, that one side being unattached to allow a card 
to be slipped under said unattached side into said re 
ceptacle. 

7. Structure as in claim 1 wherein said ?rst receptacle 
means comprises a single receptacle and said ?rst cover 
means contains identifying embossments on the inside 


