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ANTI~THEFT PACKAGING DEVICE 

BACKGROUND 

The present invention relates generally to packaging 
devices and more speci?cally to anti~theft packaging 
devices for small, easily stolen articles. 
With the increasing merchandising of small, easily 

stolen articles, an increasing need has arisen for meth 
ods and apparatus to prevent such theft. 
For example, cassette tapes have become quite a 

popular medium for the recording of music and the 
spoken word in general. Cassette tapes are generally of 
small dimension, one popular tape case being approxi 
mately 4 3/1. inches in length, 2 % inches in width, and 
approximately ?ve~eighths of an inch in height. As can 
be easily recognized, a case of this size may be easily 
slipped into the pocket or purse of a thief or further 
concealed in packages or outer garments. 
Previous anti-theft packaging techniques have in 

cluded a general approach of attempting to make the 
small item larger by excessively dimensioning the pack 
aging in which the small article is inserted. This makes 
theft more dif?cult but generally requires a non 
reuseable package and an additional packaging step to 
?rmly seal the small article to be merchandised within 
the enlarged packaging, generally performed at a man 
ufacturing level. 

SUMMARY 

The present invention provides a simple, low cost, 
easily usable, re-usable, anti-theft packaging device 
which, in the preferred embodiment, includes a hollow 
parallelepiped with one open side. An extension of the 
parallelepiped adjacent the open side gives added di 
mension to the entire package. Adjacent the opening of 
the parallelepiped, the preferred embodiment of the 
present invention includes ?ve resilient tabs arranged 
to project into the opening in a manner to allow inser 
tion of an article to be packaged into the parallelepiped 
enclosure and allow the free end of the tabs to return 
into the enclosure opening and prevent the withdrawal 
of the article. 
A removal tool is also provided for use with the anti 

theft packaging device of the present invention which 
includes a lip and a handle for allowing the insertion of 
the lip between the article and one face of the enclo 
sure to simultaneously depress all tabs and allow the re 
moval of the packaged article. . ~ 

It is thus an object of the present invention to provide 
a novel anti-theft packaging device. 

It is a further object of the present invention to pro 
vide a novel anti-theft packaging device which releas 
ably maintains articles within an enclosure. 

It is a further object of the present invention to pro 
vide a novel anti-theft packaging device which releas 
ably maintains articles within an enclosure by means of 
resilient projections. 

It is a further object of the present invention to pro 
vide a novel anti-theft packaging device and a tool to 
allow removeability of articles to be packaged. 
These-and further objects and advantages of the pres 

ent invention will become clearer in the light of the fol 
lowing detailed description of an illustrative embodi 
ment of this invention described in connection with the 
drawings. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 shows an exploded perspective view of an an 
ti-theft packaging device according to the present in 
vention in association with an article to be packaged 
and the tool to allow removal of the article. 
FIG. 2 shows a top view of the anti-theft device ac 

cording to the present invention. 
FIG. 3 shows a front elevational view of the anti-theft 

device according to the present invention. 
FIG. 4 shows a cross sectional view of the anti-theft 

device according to the present invention taken ac 
cording to section lines 4-4 in FIG. 1 with an article 
in place within the device. 
FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view similar to that of FIG. 

4 which is useful in illustrating the use of the removal 
tool according to the present invention to remove an 
article from the anti-theft device of the present inven 
tion. 
For use in the various ?gures of the drawings, the 

same numerals designate the same similar parts. Fur 
thermore, when the terms “vertical,” “horizontal,” 
“front,” “back,” and similar terms are used herein, it 
should be understood that these terms have reference 
only to the structure shown in the drawings as it would 
appear to a person viewing the drawings and are uti- ' 
lized only to facilitate describing the invention. 

DESCRIPTION 

In the Figures, an anti-theft device for the packaging 
of small articles, generally designated 10, is shown in 
the form of an enclosure, designed 12, including an ex 
tension 14 extending therefrom to extend and enlarge 
the enclosure 12 beyond the dimensions of the article 
to be packaged. Five resilient projections or tabs, l6, 
l7, l8, l9, and 20 are shown on enclosure 12. 

In particular, enclosure 12 comprises a hollow paral 
lelepiped including two parallel faces 22 and 24, two 
parallel ends 26 and 28, arranged perpendicularly to 
the faces 22 and 24 and joining the faces, and one side 
29 mutually perpendicular to both the faces 22 and 24 
and the ends 26 and 28 and joining the faces and ends 
to form an open sided enclosure with the open side gen 
erally designated 30. 
Extension 14 further includes an extension lip 31 

lying in the plane of face 24 integrally formed therewith 
and forming an extension thereof. Further, extension 
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14 includes sides 32 and 33 lying in the planes of sides I 
26 and 28, respectively, and integrally formed there 
with and forming an extension thereof. 
Top face 22 of enclosure 12 is more particularly 

formed of two spaced ribs 34 and 36 and bottom face 
24 is similarly formed of two spaced ribs 38 and 40. 
The ribs 38 and 40 are vertically staggered from the 
ribs 34 and 36 such that the rib 38 underlies the space 
between the ribs 34 and 36 and the rib 40 underlies the 
space between rib 36 and side 29. The use of ribs and 
the staggering thereof is intended to facilitate the pre 
ferred method of fabricating the enclosure of the pres 
ent invention, that is by injection molding. 

Side 29 includes a notch designated 41 formed 
therein for the purposes explained hereinafter. 
Tabs 16-20 are formed out of the material of enclo 

sure 12 adjacent the opening 30 of enclosure 12, and 
in particular each of the tabs 16-20 includes a ?rst 
?xed and end 42-46, respectively, the ?xed end 45 of 
tab 19 being speci?cally shown in section in FIG. 4, and 
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each of the tabs 16-20 includes a second free end 
47-51, respectively, the free end 50 of tab 19 speci? 
cally shown in section in FIG. 4. Thus, tabs 16-20 in 
clude free ends 47-51, respectively, arranged to 
project into the enclosure opening 30 with the inter 
connection of the ?rst ?xed ends 42-46 of the tabs al 
lowing each tab to be resiliently bendable into the en 
closure 12 to allow the insertion of an article generally 
designated 52 into the enclosure 12 and allow the re 
turn of the free ends 47-51 of the tabs 16-20 into the 
enclosure opening 30 to obstruct the enclosure opening 
and thus prevent the withdrawal of the article 52 from 
the enclosure 12, as is best seen in FIG. 4. In particular, 
tab 16 extends horizontally into enclosure opening 30 
from the plane of face 26 while tab 20 similarly extends 
horizontally into the enclosure opening 30 from the 
plane of face 28. Tabs 17, 18, and 19 extend from the 
plane of face 24 and extend vertically into the enclo 
sure opening 30. 
Tabs 16-20 include a thickening of material toward 

the ?xed end thereof, the thickening designated 53-57, 
respectively, and best illustrated in FIG. 4 by thicken 
ing 56 at the ?rst ?xed end 45 oftab 19. The thickening 
of material is intended to aid in the resiliency of each 
of the tabs and strengthen the tabs to avoid the break 
ing of the tabs by a person attempting to extract the ar 
ticle 52 from enclosure 12 by means other than ex 
plained hereinafter. 
A further strengthening is to be seen in the rounded 

nature of the aperture 58 from which tab 16 extends 
and in the rounded nature of aperture 60 from which 
tab 20 extends and to thus strengthen the area immedi 
ately adjacent these tabs. 
As best seen in FIGS. 4, and 5 thelength of each tab 

as measured from the interconnection of the ?xed ends 
to the termination of the free ends is such thatupon the 
bending of the tabs, the free ends thereof descend into 
the apertures immediately beneath the tabs to allow the 
removal of the article to be packaged as will be more 
fully explained hereinafter. . 

In FIG. 1 the article to be packaged, for example a 
cassette tape, or the case therefor, is generally desig 
nated 52 and is shown as positioned before the enclo 
sure opening 30. Article 52 includes a front or leading 
edge 53 and a back or trailing edge 54. 
Also shown in FIG. 1 is the removal tool for use of 

the present invention and generally designated 62. Re 
moval tool 62 comprises a lip portion 64 and a handle 
portion 66. The lip portion 64 of removal tool 62 is of 
a size to allow the simultaneous bending of all tabs 
16-20 and is of a thickness to allow the insertion of lip 
64 between the article 52 to be contained within the 
enclosure 12 and face 24 of enclosure 12. 

OPERATION 
In using the anti-theft packaging device of the pres 

ent invention, the user would ?rst insert an article 52 
to be packaged into the anti-theft device 10 by insert 
ing the leading edge 53 thereof, adjacent the enclosure 
opening 30, into enclosure opening 30 past ribs 34, 36, 
38, and 40 to end 29. 

It can now be understood that in so inserting article 
52, the dimensions of article 52 themselves depress 
tabs 16-20 into the openings beneath these tabs. That 
is, because each of the tabs 16-20 is pointed into the 
opening 30 of enclosure 12, the exterior casing of arti 
cle 52 rides up the slope presented by the tabs 16-20 
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4 
to an article exterior of enclosure 12 and the exterior 
dimensions‘of article 52 cause the bendings of the free 
ends 47-51 of tabs 16-20 into the enclosure opening 
and into the space beneath the tabs to thus allow the 
passage of article 52 over the tabs. 
As can best be seen in FIG. 4, the dimensioning of en 

closure 12 is designed to ?t the‘ exterior dimensioning 
of article 52 to be packaged, and as leading edge 53 of 
article 52 reaches end 29 of enclosure 12, the free ends 
47-51 of tabs 16-20 are no longer held in a depressed 
condition by the exterior dimensions of article 52, and 
the free ends return to their normal position obstruct 
ing the enclosure opening 30 to thus prevent the with 
drawal of article 52 from the enclosure 12. 
That is, because the free ends 47-51 of tabs 16-20 

resiliantly return to their normal position extending 
into enclosure opening 30, the free ends 47-51 abut 
back edge 54 of article 52 and hold article within en 
closure 12. 
.To remove article 52 from enclosure 12, the user 

grasps handle 66 of removal tool 62, inserts lip 64 be 
tween article 52 and face 24 of the enclosure to cause 
a simultaneous bending of all tabs 16-20 in the like 
manner to the insertion of articles. In inserting lip 64 
the user must use some care to avoid ribs 38 and 40. As 
is best seen in FIG. 5. 
Once the lip 64 of removal tool 62 is fully inserted to 

back wall 29 of enclosure 12, the user can begin to 
push back edge 54 of article 52 outward through enclo 
sure opening 30 by light ?nger pressure through notch 
41 formed in side 29 of enclosure 12. 
Now that the basic teachings of the present invention 

have been explained, many extensions and variations 
will be obvious to the one having ordinary skill in the 
art. For example, the extent and placement of the en 
largement provided by extension 14 may be varied to 
suit the taste of the designer In fact a second extension 
in the plane of face 22 and extending therefrom may be 
found advantageous, or further lips or sides extending 
from any of the sides of faces may provide the exten 
sion necessary on enclosure 12 to enlarge the enclosure 
12 beyond the dimensions of the article to be pack 
aged. ' 

Also, while ?ve tabs are preferred because ?ve is a 
number exceeding the number of ?ngers, exclusive of 
the thumb, available to simultaneously depress the tabs 
an attempt to extract the article to be packaged from 
the enclosure surreptitiously, no limitation to this num 
ber of tabs is intended. Fewer or greater numbers of 
tabs are envisioned. 

Additionally, while the placement of three tabs on 
face 24, a tab on end 26, and a tab on end 28, are 
deemed most advantageous, again to provide a maxi 
mum dif?culty in manipulating the tabs and to thus foil 
attempts to surreptitiously remove the article 52 to be 
packaged from the enclosure without the use of the re 
moval tool, it is envisioned that once the present inven 
tion has been explained, other placements are within 
the skill of the art. 

Further, while a slatted design dictated primarily by 
fabrication techniques has been presented, enclosure 
12 may as well have solid faces. In fact, enclosure 12 
is strengthened by including solid faces. 
Furthermore, notch 41 may be less extensive in na 

ture to again provide less opportunity for a surrepti 
tious removal of an article from enclosure 12, i.e., 
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notch 10 may take the form of a simple circular hole. 

Thus, since the invention disclosed herein may be 
embodied in other speci?c forms without departing 
from the spirit or general characteristics thereof, some 
of which forms have been indicated, the embodiments 
described herein are to be considered in. all respects il 
lustrative and not restrictive. The scope of the inven 
tion is indicated by the appended claims, rather than by 
the foregoing description, and all changes which come 
within the meaning the range of equivalency of the 
claims are intended to be embraced therein. 
What is claimed is: I 
1. Anti-theft device for packaging small articles, 

comprising in combination: an article; means enclosing 
the article, with the enclosure including an enclosure 
opening for allowing insertion and withdrawal of the 
article; means attached to the enclosure for extending 
the enclosure to enlarge the enclosure means beyond 
the dimensions of the article; means positioned on the 
means for extending the enclosure, outside of, and ad 
jacent the enclosure opening for releasably maintaining 
the article within the enclosure, comprising: resilient 
projections having free ends arranged adjacent, outside 
of, and projecting from the extension inwardly into the 
enclosure opening and blocking the opening from the 
inside of the enclosure for allowing the insertion of the 
article into the enclosure and for preventing the man 
ual withdrawal of the article from the enclosure with 
out use of a tool by abutment of the free ends with the 
article. 

2. The anti-theft device of claim 1, wherein the resil 
ient projections comprise tabs, with each tab having a 
first ?xed end joining the enclosure adjacent to the en 
closure opening and having a second free end arranged 
to project into the enclosure opening, and with each 
tab resiliently bendable into the enclosure to allow in 
sertion of the article into the enclosure and to allow the 
return of the free end of the tabs into the enclosure 
opening to obstruct the enclosure opening and thus 
prevent the withdrawal of the article from the enclo 
sure. 

3. The anti-theft device of claim 2, including at least 
?ve tabs to thus exceed the number of human ?ngers 
available for depressing the tabs. 

4. The anti-theft device of claim 2, wherein the en 
closure comprises a hollow parallelepiped including 
two parallel faces, two parallel ends perpendicular to 
the faces and joining the faces, and one side mutually 
perpendicular to both the faces and the ends and join 
ing the faces and the ends to form an open-sided enclo 
sure, and wherein the extension means comprises at 
least one extension lip on the enclosure extending from 
at least one of the faces and ends to enlarge the enclo 
sure beyond the dimensions of the article to be pack 
aged. , 

5. The anti-theft device of claim 4, including at least 
?ve tabs to thus exceed the number of human ?ngers 
available for depressing the tabs. 

6. The anti-theft device of claim 5, wherein at least 
one tab is positioned adjacent one end of the enclosure, 
wherein at least one tab is positioned adjacent the other 
end of the enclosure, and wherein at least three tabs are 
positioned in spaced relation adjacent another portion 
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6 
of the enclosure interconnecting with an extension lip. 

7. The anti-theft device of claim 2, wherein the en 
closure comprises a hollow parallelepiped including 
two parallel faces, two parallel ends perpendicular to 
the faces and joining the faces, and one side mutually 
perpendicular to both the faces and the ends and join 
ing the faces and the ends to form an open-sided enclo 
sure, and wherein the extension means comprises at 
least one extension lip on the enclosure extending from 
at least one of the faces and ends to enlarge the enclo 
sure beyond the dimensions of the article to be pack 
aged. 

8. The anti-theft device of claim 7 wherein the resil 
ient projections include at least ?ve tabs to thus exceed 
the number of human ?ngers available for depressing 
the tabs. 

9. The anti-theft device of claim 8, wherein at least 
one tab is positioned adjacent one end of the enclosure, 
wherein at least one tab is positioned adjacent the other 
end of the enclosure, and wherein at least three tabs are 
positioned in spaced relation adjacent another portion 
of the enclosure interconnecting with and extension lip. 

10. Anti-theft device for packaging small articles, 
comprising in combination: means for enclosing the ar 
ticle, with the enclosure including a hollow parallelepi 
ped including two parallel faces, two parallel ends per 
pendicular to the faces and joining the faces, one side 
mutually perpendicular to both the faces and the ends 
and joining the faces and the ends to form an open 
sided enclosure, and an enclosure opening for allowing 
insertion and withdrawal of the article; means attached 
to the enclosure for extending the enclosure including 
an extension on the enclosure extending from one of 
the faces and the adjacent ends to enlarge the enclo 
sure beyond the dimensions of the article to be pack 
aged; and means positioned adjacent the enclosure 
opening for releasably maintaining the article within 
the enclosure means, comprising: at least ?ve resilient 
tabs on the extension having free ends arranged adja 
cent and projecting from the extension upwardly into 
the enclosure opening for allowing the insertion of the 
article into the enclosure and for preventing the man 
ual withdrawal of the article from the enclosure with 
out use of a tool by abutment of the free ends with the 
article, wherein at least one tab is positioned upon the 
extension adjacent one end of the enclosure, wherein 
at least one tab is positioned upon the extension adja 
cent the other end of the enclosure, and wherein at 
least three tabs are positioned in spaced relation upon 
the portion of the extension interconnecting with the 
enclosure face. 

11. The anti-theft device of claim 10, wherein each 
tab has a ?rst ?xed end joining the extension adjacent 
to the enclosure opening and having a second free end 
arranged to project into the enclosure opening, and 
with each tab resiliently bendable into the enclosure to 
allow insertion of an article into the enclosure and to 
allow the return of the free end of the tabs into the en 
closure opening to obstruct the enclosure opening and 
thus prevent the withdrawal of the article from the en 
closure. 

* * * * * 


